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The Cooperative Desk
Dear Adams Electric Cooperative,
	 Thank you so much for funding my trip to 
Washington. It was truly a trip of a lifetime! 
I met tons of new people and experienced 
things others can only dream about. This 
trip has inspired me even more to pursue
my dreams of being in the law field. Thanks again for all of 
your support of this wonderful program!
Sincerely,
Stephanie Dearwester, 2012 Youth to Washington Winner

On behalf of Ellington School, and as a beneficiary of a 
$1,000 Penny Power grant, I want to thank you for your 
support. The staff was thrilled to know that Adams Electric 
Cooperative has once again made a generous monetary 
donation to our school. 
	 Ellington has been working on a technology initiative 
to ensure that all classrooms have an interactive white 

board system in place to 
enhance instruction and 
increase student engagement 
in learning. 
	 We are certainly blessed 
to live in a community where 
businesses continue to 
support our youth and their 
education. 
Sincerely, 
Anne Cashman, Principal 
Ellington School

This is to acknowledge receipt of your Penny Power grant 
of $350 to support Lutheran Child and Family Services’ 
Doorway to Connections program in Quincy. Your support 
helps us provide important services to children and families 
in need. 
Sincerely,
Gene Svebakken, President & CEO
Lutheran Child & Family Services of Illinois

Thank you so much for choosing Liberty for the Penny 
Power Grant. We waited until the end of the year and 
purchased over 100 books at the half-price Scholastic Book 
Fair. The students were very excited to go through three 
boxes of new books. 
Thank you again!
Mrs. Green, Teacher
Liberty School

Thank you for giving us a tour of the Brown County 
Wind Turbine. 
Sadee, Kaiya, Grace, Faith, Siera, 
Jesse, Colin, Jakob, and Philip
Brown County 4-H Club Members
& Beth Boylen, 4-H Leader

Thank you again for the Penny Power Grant to P.L.A.Y. 
(People Loving Active Youth) in Rushville for the Scripps 
Pool Project. We appreciate you choosing this as a 
grant recipient. 
P.L.A.Y. Committee
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If you disconnect. . .

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the 

winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on 

the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the 

breaker. Doing so sends a signal 

that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have 

questions, call the engineering 

department at (217) 593-7701.

A Christmas gift

Make someone’s 

load a little lighter 

and their holiday a 

little brighter

 . . . with a credit on their electric bill.

Call (800) 232-4797

Muddy River Opera wishes to thank Adams Electric 
Cooperative, once again, for the Penny Power Grant of 
$100 awarded to MROC for the production of the “Free 
Family Opera, Dr. Seuss: Green Eggs and Ham” which 
was performed on June 15 and 16, 2012 in the Kroc Center 
Worship Theatre.
	 The money was used to purchase Dr. Seuss books which 
were given away in a drawing at each performance to 
children attending the show. 
Avril Marie Bernzen, President/Artistic Director
Muddy River Opera Company

Rate WATTcher

Take control of your electricity by becoming a. . .

For more information, call (800) 232-4797
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

The board of directors 
from both AEC & 
WIEC created six 
committees to focus 
on different areas 
of the consolidation 
study. The six 
committees are: Board 

Restructuring/Governance, Bylaws, 
Wages and Benefits, Communication, 
Rates, and Finance. The committees met 
for their first discussions the second week 
of August.
	 The Board Restructuring/Governance 
Committee is working on defining a 
new territory map covering the total 
consolidated area and dividing it into nine 
director districts. They are considering 
options to move from sixteen directors 
down to nine directors. They are also 
comparing director guidelines and 
requirements. 
	 The Bylaw Committee is comparing 
bylaws between the two Cooperatives. 
They will also use a bylaw model 
provided by the national organization 
(NRECA) for comparison. Both 
Cooperative attorneys will be involved in 
developing legal plans for consolidation.
	 The Wages and Benefits Committee 
are currently considering options to 

consolidate wages and benefits. Options 
for the retirement benefits are being 
discussed.  Health care will be discussed 
in more detail at the next committee 
meeting. 
	 The Communications Committee will 
keep employees and members informed 
about the consolidation study by utilizing 
the internal and external newsletters, and 
providing informational meetings and 
discussions where necessary. 
	 The Rates Committee is putting 
together a timeline to include a cost-
of-service study for a new cooperative 
in 2014 and a plan to consolidate rates. 
Most rate structures are similar and will 
not require major changes. In general, 
WIEC’s rate structures have lower facility 
charges and higher kWh charges while 
AEC’s rate structures have higher facility 
charges and lower kWh charges.
	 The Finance Committee is examining 
the financial forecast of a consolidated 
cooperative compared to independent 
cooperatives. They are also reviewing 
equipment budgets, capital credit 
retirements, construction work, insurance 
levels, and loans.
	 As the committees move forward 
in their discussions, watch for updates 
in this newsletter and on our website at 
adamselectric.coop.

Consolidation Study Committees Meet

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz...............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis.................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King................... Huntsville
Director
John Kestner......................... Payson	
Director
George Schneider.................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen......................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”
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Thank you for your generous gift 
to Brown County Against Cancer 
and sowing seeds so hope will grow. Your donation to 
help generate income for our benefit is truly appreciated! 
We thank you so very much!
Brown Co. Against Cancer (BCAC)

			   Thank you for the funds to 
			   purchase two Elmos and
			   projectors for our classrooms.
					     Because of you, 
					     we were able to 
					     complete the 	
					     project. Now that
					     we have the 
					     projectors, we are 
					     able to start 		
					     working toward
					     our next project. . . 	
					     a polyvision board!
					     Thank you again,
					     Erica Maynard 
					     and the Monroe 		
					     Teachers

Pictured: Teachers Michelle Herman & Karilyn Lipcamon

Thank you for the Penny Power Grant monetary award of 
$1,000. With the money, our district will be able to purchase 
a new audiometer. 
Thanks again, 
Nita Carey, District School Nurse, Schuyler Co. School 
District

The Starburst 4-H Club would like to take this opportunity 
to say Thank You for your donation to the Chow for Children 
food program this summer. Our first Friday, May 25, we 
served 205 meals and our last Friday we served 343 meals. 
Over the thirteen Fridays, we served 
3,532 meals to 79 families.
	 We were fortunate to deliver to 
families in Littleton, Camden, 
Pleasant View, Frederick, Rushville,
and the Sugar Grove area. 
	 We gave out approximately
1,500 1/2 pints and 143 gallons of milk. We cut up and served 
63 watermelons, 195 lbs. of grapes, 92 lbs. of strawberries 
and 11 pineapples over the summer. 
	 The program would not have been a success without the 
countless hours of volunteerism, thirty to forty volunteers 
on a weekly basis and contributions from businesses and 
individuals. We used monies received from Adams Electric 
(Penny Power Grant) to help pay for 11 gallons of milk, 110 
1/2 pints of milk, 150 “to go” containers, 4 watermelon, 10 
lbs. of grapes and strawberries and other items needed to 
begin the program for our first Friday. 
Thank you.
Sandy Heaton, Starburst 4-H Club Chow for Children Program

Open Forum with 
the Board held for 
Advisory Committee
On August 15, members of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s Advisory Committee met to ask 
questions of the Board of Directors. 
	 Some of the topics of discussion were: 
Cooperative wind turbines, the consolidation 
study with WIEC, aggregation, board training, 
facility charge, and the current challenges fac-
ing electric cooperatives.
	 Members of the advisory committee are 
selected by the Board of Directors and meet 
four times per year. The committee consists of 
18 members/couples who serve staggered two-
year terms.
	 If you are interested in being considered 
to serve on the Advisory Committee, please 
contact Deb Rhea at (217) 593-7701.

(In The News continued on page 6)
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24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Penny Power 
Grants Awarded
The Penny Power grant review 
committee met on July 17 and 
awarded a total of $8,900.00 to the 
following groups/organizations:
• Seymour High School – $200 for 
	 stand mixer, $150 for Apple TV, 
	 $200 for skeleton, $150 for 
	 digital camera & $400 for laptop 	
	 for special education department 
	 (Seymour Elementary) 
• Baldwin South School – $200 	
	 for summer reading program 
	 & $650 for “Books and Boys” 	
	 program
• St. Dominic School – $150 for 	
	 technology in education project books 
	 & $300 for iPad
• Lions of Adams County – $300 for flag 	
	 pole project at Adams County Fairgrounds
• Monroe Elementary School – $750 for 	
	 Elmo and projector
• Schuyler-Industry Unit District #5 – 	
	 $1,000 for audiometer
• Horizons Social Services of Adams 		
	 County – $700 to support food kitchen and 	
	 food pantry
• Barry Food Pantry – $200 for food for 
	 the needy
• Cheerful Home Child Care – $800 for 	
	 room divider for infant room
• Washington School – $500 for “One 	
	 School, One Book” program

• Quincy Art Center – $350 for Art 
	 Mentor program
• Schuyler County Health Foundation – 	
	 $1,000 for low-income dental clinic
• The Salvation Army – $500 for Kroc 
	 Center field trips
• Youth & Family Ministry/Immanuel & 	
	 Trinity Lutheran Churches – $400 for 	
	 kids club program
	 Penny Power is funded by participat-
ing members of Adams Electric Coopera-
tive who have their electric bills rounded 
up to the nearest dollar. The funds are 
used to provide assistance to community 
betterment projects. The next deadline 
to apply for a Penny Power grant is 
October 1, 2012.

Take Steps 
to Prevent 
Electrical Fires
October 7-13 is Fire Prevention Week
A home fire is reported every 
two minutes in the United 
States. Those fires destroy 
homes and valuables and 
take lives. Electrical fires 
are particularly destructive 
and deadly. Safe Electricity 
encourages you to observe 
Fire Prevention Week, October 
7-13, by learning how to 
prevent electrical fires:

• If electronics spark, you regularly 
experience shocks, or the lights 
flicker when you plug in electron-
ics, you have an electrical problem. 
Contact a qualified electrician to 
inspect your home. If your home has never had an 
inspection, consider getting one, especially if you 
live in an older home. 
• Switch plates and outlet covers that are discol-
ored or warm to the touch indicating a problem 
and should be checked out. Immediately shut off 
light switches that are hot to the touch.  Have them 
professionally replaced. 
• Arc Fault Circuit Interrupters (AFCIs) help pre-
vent electrical fires. AFCIs are installed in circuit 
boxes where they monitor electricity. If the AFCI 
detects a dangerous situation that could start a fire, 
electrical power is shut off. A qualified electrician 
can install AFCIs in your home. 
• Use light bulbs that are rated for the fixture. If 
you use a light bulb with a higher wattage than 
specified, the light can overheat and start a fire. 
• Extension cords are only for temporary use. If 
too many electronics are plugged into an outlet or 
extension cord, the outlet can become overloaded 
and start a fire. 321456-001
• Electronics, appliances and cords should be kept 
in good working condition. Damaged electronics; 
worn, cracked, or frayed cords; and power plugs 
with the third grounding pin removed should be 
repaired or replaced. 
• Cords should not be under rugs, used in high-
traffic areas, or tacked to the wall.
• Children and pets should know outlets, cords, and 
plugs are not toys. 
• If you are putting a nail into a wall, know what 
lies behind the wall. A punctured wire could shock 
you immediately, or cause a fire in weeks, months, 
or years. Some electronic stud finders can be used 
to locate wires and avoid them. 
	 Even if you do everything possible to prevent 
an electrical fire, you should still have a plan if a 
fire does happen. Have smoke alarms and be 
sure their batteries work. Know two ways to exit 
your home, and designate a meeting place for 
your family. 
 	 For more tips on electrical safety, visit    

SafeElectricity.org.
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	 The 73rd Annual Meeting of Adams 
Electric Cooperative was held on Sep-
tember 5 in Bailey Park. Even after much 
debate and concern for bad weather, we 
were fortunate the storms stayed away. 
	 A total of 505 members registered and 
1,300 meals were served. During the meal, 
members were entertained by the local 
country band, Highway 99.
	 Members had the opportunity to learn 
more about the AMR (automatic meter 
reading) system, GIS (geographic infor-
mation systems, smart grid, and wind 
turbines at the Adams Electric booth.
	 Vendor booths included: Air Evac, 
Brown County Farm Bureau, Eco 
Easy Products, North Adams Home, 
O’Donnell’s Termite and Pest Control, 
Outdoor Power, Pampered Chef, Quincy 
Senior Center, Scentsy, Stanley Home 
Products, Tupperware, and many more. 
	 Many of our vendors provided door 
prizes for members which were awarded 
during the meeting. Our grand prize win-
ners, who will enjoy a $250 electric bill 
credit were Robert Arrowsmith and Arlys 
Rabe. 

	 Children took part in the pony rides, 
a new bounce house “train”, ring toss, and 
face painting. The Illinois CHIP (child 
identification program) was provided by 
members of the Grand Lodge of Illinois. 	
	 Free shaved ice was available again 
this year. In addition, the Lions Club sold 
popcorn, soda and manned a ring toss for 
children. 

ership in Prairie State Generation Com-
plex, the strategic plan process that began 
in 2011 and the sound technology founda-
tion. 
	 “We realize that current wholesale 
power costs are quite low and there is a 
fair amount of power supplier switching. 
However, we’re confident that our long-
range electrical generation strategy with 
Prairie State (including the $5,333,000 
investment) and the turbines (with a 
$4,792,000 investment) will keep our rates 
very competitive for a long time, and this 
will be of great benefit to our members. 
At the same time, we are committed to 
growing equity to 40 percent or greater to 
further ensure our financial security,” said 
Benz.
	 “In addition to financial security, our 
cooperative is in a strong technological 
leadership position, and our involvement 
in the smart gird project will help keep 
us out in front. We feel this project will 
ensure greater reliability and will offer 
members a number of service options and 
benefits.” 
	 Benz added, “And finally, having a 
long-range strategic plan in place helps 
keep the board and management in align-
ment with resources for achievement of 
long-range goals. You can enjoy a great 
deal of confidence in your cooperative and 
its strong leadership team.”
	 Cooperative General Manager Jim 
Thompson addressed the members about 
potential consolidation with Western 
Illinois Electrical Coop. (WIEC). He dis-
cussed the benefits of a potential consoli-
dation between the two cooperatives. “We 
will continue to be member- and service-
focused. We are evaluating traditional 

strategies and reviewing the available 
options to succeed in these efforts. 

We’ll look at combining process-
es, such as billing, inventory 

management, purchasing, 
human resources, engi-

neering, accounts receiv-
ables and payables. 
         The timing is 
right to look at con-
solidation. “Western’s 
manager, Paul Dion, 
plans to retire in 2013. 
We already do many 

things in partnership, 
including using Prairie 

Power, Inc. (PPI) as our 
power generation source. We 

both use CFC for the major-
ity of our financing. We use the 

same Automatic Metering System, 
and we have a similar workforce. Our 

employees have a Western Illinois work 
ethic, and they are actively involved in 
their communities. We will also eliminate  

	 Power supply and cost, strategic rela-
tionships, risk management and possible 
consolidation were some of the topics 
discussed during the meeting. 
	 Cooperative Board President Jim 
Benz reported on the Cooperative’s own-

“We’re confident that our long-
range electrical generation strategy 
with Prairie State and the turbines 
will keep our rates very competitive 
for a long time, and this will be of 
great benefit to our members.”
	 ~ Jim Benz, Board President
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duplication if possible such as, legal coun-
sel, directors, general managers, auditors 
and would combine our annual meetings. 
Employees of both cooperatives would 
remain, with positions being re-eval-
uated upon retirement. We would 
share expertise in engineering, 
SCADA, metering, market-
ing, communications and 
line personnel,” Thompson 
continued. 
	 “We would be able 
to better manage risk – 
spreading the risk among 
more members. We 
would be able to better 
manage major storms 
and equipment failures. 
There would be a strong 
diversification of mem-
bership from agriculture to 
commercial to residential. The 
larger membership base would 
allow for lower cost per member. 
We would move from 23rd (WIEC) 
and 14th (Adams) in total assets to the 
10th (combined) largest cooperative in the 
state,” Thompson added.
	 “We already share a back-up trans-
former, hot arms and AMR. Adams and 
Western, along with Illinois Rural and 
McDonough have a joint purchasing pro-
gram in place. We purchase poles, wires, 
bolts, and other equipment together to cut 
down on cost.”
	 A study is currently underway, and if 
it would be in the best interest of both co-
op memberships, the consolidation would 
ultimately be determined by a two-thirds 
vote of the quorum of members present at 
a member meeting that would be sched-
uled for March 2013.
	 Treasurer Bob Willis, of Mt. Sterling, 
reported that electric rates were increased 
in April 2011 to help cover the increased 
cost of wholesale power. “Our total rev-
enue for the year was over $19.9 million. 
Energy usage declined slightly to 163 
million kilowatt-hours sold for a decrease 
of 1.3 percent over the previous year,” he 
said. “Unusually mild weather and eco-
nomic conditions have contributed to the 
lack of growth in usage. The power supply 
cost for the Cooperative exceeded $12.4 
million or 62 percent of Adams Electric’s 
total revenue.”
	 Willis also reported:
•	 New investment in Adams Electric’s 
system increased by $4.1 million.
•	 $2.9 million was spent to construct 
the Brown County wind turbine, with the 
balance to meet the growth in new ser-
vices and ordinary replacement of equip-
ment. 
•	 In 2011, the Cooperative loaned over 
$126,000 to its members through the 

EnergyWyse Loan Program for qualifying 
energy efficient installations and upgrades.
•	 The Cooperative received capital 
credit allocations of over $159,000 from 
cooperative bankers CFC and CoBank. 
•	 An additional $442,000 of capital 
credit allocations was received from G&T, 
Prairie Power, Inc. 
•	 Repair costs for the June 2011 wind-
storm were $386,000 in Adams County 
and $81,000 in Brown County, which 

recent round of grants, total Penny Power 
contributions to date come to exactly 
$238,838.09.
	 Some of the recipients from this 
grant cycle include the Lions of Adams 
County, Payson-Seymour High School, 
the Schuyler County Health Founda-
tion and the Salvation Army. During the 
meeting, Stalder and Cooperative Director 
Alan Acheson from Rushville presented 
Nita Carey, a certified school nurse in the 
Schuyler-Industry school district, with a 
check for $1,000 toward the purchase of 
an audiometer.	
	 Youth to Washington contest winners 
Tyler Ormond of Liberty and Stepha-
nie Dearwester of Paloma, provided the 
crowd with highlights from their trip, 
including visits to the Arlington Cemetery 
and WWII Memorial, respectively. Both 
students were moved by their experiences 
and thanked the Cooperative, the state-
wide association and members whom they 
represented for allowing them the oppor-
tunity. The trip was held this past summer. 
	 During the meeting, Jim Benz of 
Quincy, Roger Busen of Timewell and Re-
becca Barlow of Clayton were re-elected 
to the cooperative’s board of directors. 
	 If you missed this year’s Annual 
Meeting, mark your calendar now. It’s al-
ways the first Wednesday after Labor Day! 	
	 If you attended the Annual Meeting 
this year, thank you! Please watch for a 
survey in the mail. Let us know what you 
thought – we’d love to hear from you! 

resulted in no retirement of capital credits 
at the end of 2011. 	
	 “The Cooperative ended the year with 
an operating margin of just over $400,000. 
Total of all margins,” Willis said, “was 
$1,062,795.
	 Manager of Marketing and Member 
Services Bill Stalder announced that the 
co-op’s Penny Power program awarded 
20 grants totaling $8,900. With the most 

Mark your calendar!
March 2013
Membership vote 
on consolidation

September 4, 2013
Your next annual meeting
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio 
program “Home Remedies” on 
WTAD every Saturday morning at 
9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed 
architect living in Saline County 
works as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote 
energy efficiency to cooperative 
members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related 
questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-
7931. More energy-efficiency tips, 
as well as Doug’s columns, can also 
be found at www.ecark.org. Source: 
Rural Arkansas Magazine

By the time that you read this, I think that 
the hot and dry record-setting summer of 
2012 will be over. My, my, my, it was a 
tough one. And just about all of us have 
felt the pain when we received perhaps the 
highest summer utility bills ever. Yes, that 
includes the Doug Rye household. However, 
just as you would expect, our utility bills 
were reasonable because our house was 
built using the energy efficiency methods 
that the electric cooperatives and I teach.
	 Because the summer was so hot, I 
am still receiving lots of calls about hot 
attics. So, for the first time ever, I am 
devoting a third consecutive column to 
that subject. I will use examples of the 
callers’ questions and my responses to 
those questions in the hope that it will 
answer your questions. In almost every 
hot attic conversation, we talk about 
insulation. As you probably already 
know, we nearly always recommend either 
cellulose or foam insulation. The best 
solution determines which one to use. 
We feel that cellulose is the “greenest” 
insulation of the two and is usually lower 
in price. However, in many cases, foam is 
easier to install and can be the best answer 
to the problem. Almost every person asks 
about the foam, so let me give you a short 
history of it.
	 As best as I can determine, a German 
chemist named Otto Bayer invented a 
type of foam in the late 1930s. It was then 
introduced in the United States in the 1940s 
and used primarily for military and aviation 
purposes. When the idea of super-insulated 
houses was introduced in the 1970s, the 
interest in foam increased and several 
different types came to the marketplace. 
One type contained formaldehyde and had 
a problem of shrinking, which led to the 
banning of that particular product. It seemed 
to me that the interest in foam insulation 

really dropped off for a couple of years 
and then re-emerged rather rapidly in 
the 1980s. It was about this time that 
I started teaching folks about energy 
efficiency, and common sense told me 
that ductwork in a hot or cold attic 
was a major energy problem. But if no 
crawlspace or basement was available, 
an alternate location was resisted by the 
building industry.

about $180 and she had floored most of 
the attic, which she used for storage. Well, 
this was an easy one to answer. Rita should 
hire a qualified foam contractor to spray 
about six inches of foam on the entire 
attic roof decking and gable ends. In other 
words, totally encapsulate the attic, which 
includes eliminating all attic ventilation. By 
doing this one thing, it would solve several 
problems. The ductwork, which includes 
the leakage, is now in the conditioned space 
of the house. The storage space is now 
comfortable. There is more insulation and 
the utility bills will be lower. You see, what 
used to be an attic is now just an odd-shaped 
room above the ceiling.
	 Bill called from Kansas City, Mo. He 
has a 2,000-square-foot house with a full 
basement. The ductwork is in the basement. 
The attic contains about eight inches of 
blown insulation. His last electric bill was 
$157. Again, the answer is simple. Bill 
needs to add about five inches of blown 
cellulose over his existing insulation. 
	 My favorite type of call is like the one 
from Albert, who has retired in Bella Vista. 
His one-story 1,400-square-foot house 
has ductwork in the sealed crawlspace, 
13 inches of blown cellulose insulation in 
the attic, and his last electric bill was $83. 
Again, it was a simple solution. I asked 
Albert if he had any hobbies. He said that he 
played golf. I told him to go play golf and 
quit worrying about energy efficiency. We 
both got a laugh by talking. Folks, these 
solutions are also the answers for a 
cold attic.

Now Get Ready For This Winter And Next  Summer
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

When the idea of 
super-insulated houses 
was introduced in the 
1970s, the interest in 
foam increased. . .

	 I was driving through Mountain 
Home on a hot summer day and noticed a 
steel-framed building under 
construction. The sign said that it was 
to be a new food center. I noticed that 
the rolled insulation was being installed 
on the walls and on the sloped roof. I 
remember thinking, “Wow, that building 
won’t even have an attic. There will 
just be a flat ceiling installed to look 
nice and to contain the light fixtures.” 
It was at that time that I started telling 
folks at seminars, “Write it down and 
date it. Doug Rye said that we would 
see the day when houses didn’t even 
have attics.” Many houses have now 
been built with no attic.
	 Let me give you three examples of 
calls from folks concerned about their 
hot attics. Rita called from Oklahoma. 
I always ask these questions about the 
house: Where is it located? What is 
the house size? How big is the attic? 
How much and what type of ceiling 
insulation is there now? Where is the 
ductwork located? How much was your 
last electric bill? And why are you 
concerned about the temperature of the 
attic?
	 Rita told me that she lived in Enid, 
Okla., had a 1,200-square-foot one-story 
house with the ductwork located 
in the attic and six inches of batt insulation. 
She told me that her last electric bill was 



Supplying electricity to rural America didn’t 
happen overnight. It took vision, cooperation and 
determination. Today, as a member of an electric 
co-op, it’s your turn to influence the future by 
saving energy. Learn how at TogetherWeSave.com.

    IN 1752, BENJAMIN 
                      FRANKLIN 
                      DISCOVERED   
                      ELECTRICITY 
                      IN A FIELD.
                      IN 1935, WE 
WERE CALLED UPON TO 
GET IT THERE.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Baked Oatmeal
with Strawberries, 

Bananas
and Chocolate

Baked Oatmeal 
with Strawberries, 

Bananas and Chocolate
Submitted by Laura Dotson

2 cups old fashioned oats
1/3 cup light brown sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
1 Tbsp. grated orange zest
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup walnut pieces, chopped
1 cup sliced strawberries
1/3 cup semi-sweet chocolate chips
2 cups milk
1 large egg
3 Tbsp. butter, melted
2 tsp. vanilla extract
1 ripe banana, peeled, 1/2-inch slices
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Spray inside 
of 10.5 x 7 baking dish with cooking 
spray. Mix together oats, sugar, baking 
powder, orange zest, cinnamon, salt, half 
the walnuts, half the strawberries, and 
half the chocolate. Add the oat mixture to 
the prepared dish. Arrange the remaining 
strawberries, walnuts, and chocolate on 
top. In another large bowl, whisk together 
the milk, egg, butter and vanilla extract. 
Pour the milk mixture over everything in 
dish. Gently shimmy the baking dish to 
help the milk mixture soak throughout 
the oats. Bake 35-40 minutes or until the 
top is golden brown. Serve warm with an 
extra sprinkle of sugar or drizzle of maple 
syrup. 

Breakfast Cocoa
Submitted by John Bastert

1/3 cup sugar
1 Tbsp. cocoa
1/2 cup water
Milk
In a saucepan, mix together sugar and 
cocoa. Stir in water. Bring to a boil, while 
stirring, and boil for 1 minute. Pour into 
2 mugs. Add milk and microwave until 
hot. May be boiled the night before, and 
microwaved the next morning. 

Sour Cream Pumpkin 
Coffee Cake

Submitted by Esther Strosaker
1/2 cup + 1/3 cup butter
3/4 cup + 1/3 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
4 eggs
2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. baking soda
1 cup sour cream
1 3/4 cup (16 oz.) solid pack pumpkin
1 tsp. pumpkin pie spice
Streusel:
1 cup firmly packed brown sugar
2 tsps. cinnamon
1 cup chopped nuts
Cream 1/2 cup butter, 3/4 cup sugar, and 
vanilla in mixing bowl. Add 3 eggs, beat-
ing well. Combine flour, baking powder, 
and baking soda. Add dry ingredients 
to butter mixture alternately with sour 
cream. Set aside. For pumpkin filling, 
combine pumpkin, 1 egg, 1/3 cup sugar, 
and pie spice. Set aside. For streusel, cut 
brown sugar, 1/3 cup butter and cinnamon 
together until blended. Stir in nuts. Spoon 
half of batter into a 13x9 baking dish; 
spread to corners. Sprinkle half of streusel 
over batter. Spread pumpkin filling over 
streusel. Carefully spread remaining 
batter over pumpkin. Sprinkle remaining 
streusel over top. Bake at 325 degrees for 
50-60 minutes or until toothpick comes 
out clean. Makes 12 servings. 

Apple Danish
Submitted by Frances Hughes

3 cups + 2 Tbsp. flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup shortening
1 egg, separated
1/2 cup milk
6 cups peeled & sliced Jonathan apples
1 1/2 cups sugar
1/4 cup butter, melted
1 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup powdered sugar
2-3 tsp. water

In a mixing bowl, combine 3 cups flour, 
salt, and shortening. Cut in shortening 
until mixture resembles course crumbs. 
Combine egg yolk (reserve egg white) 
and milk; add to flour mixture, stir just 
until dough clings together. Divide dough 
in half. On a slightly floured surface, roll 
half of dough into a 15x10” rectangle; 
transfer to a greased 15x10” baking pan. 
Set aside. In a bowl, toss together the 
filling ingredients; spoon over pastry. Roll 
out remaining dough to another 15x10” 
rectangle. Place over filling. Brush with 
egg white. Bake at 375 degrees for 35-40 
minutes or until golden brown. Cool on 
wire rack. Combine powdered sugar and 
water. Drizzle over warm pastry. Serve 
warm or cold.

And the winner is... 
Peggy DeVerger

of Quincy
	 Members submitted copies 
of their favorite recipes at the 
Annual Meeting. One winner was 
drawn from all entries received. 
Congratulations to our winner who 
received a free crockpot! Watch for 
her recipe in a future issue.
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Lunch on the Lawn
Oct. 20 (1pm thru duration of 
parade), First Christian Church, 
1415 Maine, Quincy. Lunch during 
Quincy Senior High Marching Band 
Parade. Hotdogs, hamburgers, 
nachos w/cheese, soda, water & 
baked goods. (217) 222-0812

Pike County 
Fall Color Drive
Oct. 20 & 21, Pike County. Annual 
county-wide festival w/vendors, 
food, crafts, flea markets & kids 
activities. Visit pikecolordrive.com

Cadan’s Carnival
Oct. 21 (1-5pm), Knights of 
Columbus, Quincy. Family 
fun including games, rides, 
entertainment, and food. Raising 
awareness and funds for CDH 
research (congenital diaphragmatic 
hernia). 

Craft & Bake Sale
Oct. 27 (9am-noon), St. Brigid 
Church Hall, Liberty. Fresh baked 
donuts, donut holes (new), breads, 
rolls and noodles. Pre-order by Oct. 
23. Craft vendors, door prizes, free 
admission. Handicapped accessible. 
(217) 645-3680 or (217) 645-3936

Versailles 
Halloween Carnival
Oct. 27 (5pm), Old Versailles School 
Gym. Halloween carnival w/free 
admission. Free games w/prizes. 
Food. (217) 225-9021

Adams Co. CROP 
Hunger Walk
Oct. 28, IL Veterans Home, Qcy. 
Registration at 1:30. Step-off at 2pm. 
Community-wide event to raise funds 
to end hunger at home and around 
the world. (217) 222-1499

Cornerstone 
Trunk or Treat
Oct. 28 (4-5pm), Cornerstone 
Christian Church, Mt. Sterling. An 
alternative to trick or treating. Church 
members have their trunks decorated 
and have treats for children. (217) 
773-3404

Mt. Sterling UMC 
Trunk or Treat
Oct. 31 (5-6pm), Mt. Sterling United 
Methodist Church parking lot. An 
alternative to trick or treating. Church 
members have their trunks decorated 
and have treats for children. (217) 
773-2047

Coming Next Month! 
Turkey Dinner
Nov. 11 (11am-2pm), St. Brigid 
Church, Liberty. Note: New 
Weekend! Turkey, real mashed 
potatoes, dressing, vegetable, 
homemade desserts, apple salad 
and drink. Served buffet style. 
Handicapped accessible. (217) 645-
3936 or (217) 645-3680

Bluff Hall Church 
Turkey Supper
Oct. 13 (4pm), 2 mi. SE of 
Marblehead on Rt. 57, turn north 
at church sign. Buffet style turkey 
supper w/trimmings. $9/adults, 
$4/children (5-12), 4 & under are 
free. Handicapped accessible. 
(217) 656-3678 

Fall Card/Game of Choice 
Card Party
Oct. 14 (12:30pm luncheon), St. 
Joseph Parish Hall. East of Quincy 
on Hwy. 104, north on 1500th St. 
Roast beef, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, apple salad, 
rolls, dessert & drink. $7/person. 
(217) 434-8320 or (217) 455-2566

First Lutheran Church 
Soup Supper
Oct. 17 (4-7pm), First Lutheran 
Church, Mt. Sterling. Soup, 
sandwiches, desserts (& diabetic) 
& drinks. (217) 773-3564

Quilting Lecture 
& Workshop
Oct. 19 & 20, Quincy Museum. 
Kathleen Tracy, quilter and author, 
will be featured speaker. Lecture 
and trunk show, “A Little History 
of Quilting” on Friday from 6:30-
8:30pm. “An Album Doll Quilt 
Workshop” on Saturday from 9am-
noon. For more information and to 
pre-register, call (217) 224-7669. 
Seating limited.

Quincy Museum Golf 
Tournament
Oct. 4 (1pm shotgun start), Westview 
Golf Course, Quincy. Join champion 
Betty Ann Robinson for golf outing 
to benefit Quincy Museum. 18 holes, 
cart rental, prizes, 50/50 drawing, 
& silent auction. $100/person. Call 
(217) 224-7669 by Oct. 1 to register.

Semi-Annual Book Sale
Oct. 4-6 (Thurs. 4-7:30pm, Fri. & Sat. 
9am-4:30pm), Quincy Public Library. 
Half price on Saturday.

Barry Apple Festival
Oct. 4-7, Barry. Parade, car show, 
arts & crafts, food & entertainment.
(217) 335-2108

Spoon River Drive
Oct. 6, 7, 13 & 14, Fulton Co., Illinois. 
45th annual fall festival/scenic 
drive featuring food, crafts, plants, 
antiques & entertainment. See map at 
spoonriverdrive.org (Don’t forget your 
coupon on this page!)

Fall Book Sale
Oct. 8-13 (During normal library 
hours), Brown Co. Public Library, Mt. 
Sterling. (217) 773-2013

Organ Rededication Recital
Oct. 13 (11am), St. John’s Cathedral, 
3728 Payson Rd., Quincy. Free event 
w/reception following. (217) 222-3241

Calendar of Events
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ATTENTION WEST CENTRAL 
ILLINOIS LANDOWNERS

CONTACT KIRK GILBERT TO LEARN MORE ABOUT BUYING OR SELLING LAND IN WEST CENTRAL ILLINOIS

Illinois land is in demand.  Realize the full market value in the sale of your farm land as 
recreational property.  Whitetail Properties offers a diverse platform of selling options. It’s 
no mistake that land owners across the Midwest have entrusted their land sale to us.  
Whitetail Properties has an extensive network and client base that reaches the entire nation 
and includes Farmers, Sportsmen, Investors, and Hunting Professionals.  We are proud to 
announce that Kirk Gilbert will be serving the greater West Central Illinois counties 
exclusively with his professional marketing and land sales services.  Please call Kirk today 
to receive a free, no obligation market analysis of your property.  to receive a free, no obligation market analysis of your property.  (217) 577-3699.  

NATIONAL MARKETING SPECIALIZING IN
• Whitetail Properties Television, 
 (Nationally Syndicated in  40.4 million households)
• National Print Ad Campaign
• High Traffic Website 
• Internet Marketing
• Local Print & Radio

• Hunting Land
• Recreational Land
• Farm Land

WWW.WHITETAILPROPERTIES.COM
TROPHY PROPERTIES REAL ESTATE, LLC | DBA WHITETAIL TROPHY PROPERTIES | 108 N. MONROE ST. | PITTSFIELD, IL 62363

DAN PEREZ, BROKER | 217.285.9000 | LICENSED IN IL, IA, KS, KY, MO, NE, OK, TN, TX, WI



1975 Keokuk Street • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 
4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368 

1401 West Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600
Also in Hannibal, Troy, Columbia & Kirksville, MO

Carrier Cool Cash rebates up to $1350 and special financing are available 
now!  Carrier is the world’s leading brand, bringing you the latest energy 
technology. And since 1955, the Peters family has provided
prompt, professional and knowledgeable service. 

Call an Energy Expert from Peters for a FREE EVALUATION of your 
homes current energy system.  There’s never been a better time!

Is your furnace ready for winter?

Comfort and savings have arrived.

Emergency Service  
Any Make, Any Model, Any Time! 
Prompt • Licensed • Experienced


