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The Cooperative Desk
Thank you so much for your promptness in
getting the power back on at our church
(Faith Christian Family Church in
Rushville). We had 200+ kids here so
we were very grateful. You saved us a lot
of problems by restoring power so quickly.
Thanks again,
Pastor Gary Kruzan & FCF Church

To All Employees,
Thank you all for your dedication to your job. 
We appreciate the time you spent and all the hard 
work you did after the storm on the 27th. 
Terry & Helen Wittler

Dear Adams Electric Employees:
I just wanted to give each and every employee of 
Adams Electric a “Big Thank You”. I know that each 
of you worked tirelessly yesterday (June 27) to restore 
power to the members. We do not fully realize how 
dependent we are on electricity until we are without. 
We were out of power for around 12 hours with power 
returning around 2:30 p.m. yesterday. I know many 
people in Quincy who are still without this morning so I 
just wanted to let you all know how much we appreciate 
your hard work and dedication to the co-op and its 
members during this storm and every time we have an 
outage. We, your members, do realize you have our best 
interest in mind when you go out there everyday. Again, 
our sincere thanks and gratitude.
Sincerely,
Jamie & Kristine Doane

Thanks to you and your crew for getting our electric 
back on so quick. I expected to be out for two or three 
days, but it went out around 2 a.m. and was back on by 
noon. I am the fire chief at Liberty and it was nice not 
to have to worry about things at home. You guys do a 
great job in really bad weather. Keep up the good work. 
I am glad your guys were not hurt doing their job.
Thanks,
Don Loos
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

Adams Electric 
suffered the worst 
storm in its history 
on June 27, 2011. 
After the storm 
rolled through, 
employees gathered 

at the office to determine the best plan 
of attack. Out of 13 substations, only 
one remained energized. The sole 
survivor of the storm was Rushville 
substation in Schuyler County. Adams 
and Brown counties were completely 
without electric service. The 
Cooperative has an emergency plan 
but has never had to use it. We always 
believed we could handle this sort of 
situation, but really have never 
been tested.
 Since transmission service was 
out to our distribution substations, 
it was difficult to determine the 
damage to our distribution lines. One 
of our first goals was to assess the 
damage to our facilities by mobilizing 
employees to the field. During the 
initial part of the storm, employees 
have different responsibilities from 
securing hotel rooms, obtaining 
outside help, assessing damages, 
prioritizing restoration efforts, 

contacting the media, handling phone 
communication, etc. 
 The Cooperative contacted 
the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives to activate the 
Emergency Work Plan. This 
emergency work plan is in place 
and has been approved amongst all 
the cooperatives in the state. This 
plan outlines the process for bringing 
in crews from other cooperatives 
throughout the state to help 
restore service.  
 The Cooperative received help 
from Shelby Electric Cooperative, 
Rural Electric Convenience 
Cooperative, Corn Belt Energy 
Corporation, Illinois Rural Electric 
Cooperative, Western Illinois 
Electrical Cooperative, McDonough 
Power Cooperative, Prairie Power 
Incorporated, Croft Electric 
Contractor, BBC Electric Contractor, 
and Hi-Line Tree Service.  In all, at 
the peak of the restoration effort, we 
had an additional 45 workers.
 As I reflect back on the storm, 
the employees and outside help did a 
tremendous job in restoring service. 
They put the membership first 
working long hours to restore service 
as quickly as possible. The group
(Continued on page 5)
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The Co-op’s Biggest Storm

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

Summer Hours

   Due to the hot weather,    Engineering and    Operations line crews will    be working from 6:00 a.m.-    2:30 p.m. from July 5      through September 2. The     Adams Electric Cooperative Office will be open as usual from 7:30 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday.

Are you on Adams

Electric’s Load 

Control Program?

Consider visiting the

 “Adams Outlet” on Facebook!

Click on “Like” to receive automatic updates 

when the Cooperative is controlling water heaters 

and/or air conditioners.

Load Control

The Cooperative received many additional 
comments during the storm which can be 
found on Adams Outlet’s page on Facebook. 
Visit adamselectric.coop and click on the 
“Find us on Facebook” link. Ph
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The majority of the Co-op’s storm recovery required clearing trees before lines could be repaired.

Credit Cards

You can pay your electric bill

automatically each month with 

a credit card.  Just remember to 

update the Co-op when you get a 

new expiration date. Or, better 

yet, sign up for automatic bank 

drafting (see page 15).

Annual Meeting
Mark your calendar! The 72nd Annual Meeting will be held at Bailey Park in Camp Point on:

Wed., September 7Dinner served from 4:30-6:45 p.m.Business meeting starts at 7:00 p.m.
Good food, door prizes, entertainment, vendor booths, and lots of activities for children. Bring the family!
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Electricity School Was A Hit
      A record 88 students from several nearby counties gathered at 
the Community Building in Camp Point on June 15 for Electricity 
School. The half-day event included an Energy Use game, a basket 
truck demonstration and five workshops on electricity.
      During the Energy Use game, every student was given a dime. 
Students chose answers that would save the most energy. When a 
student chose an incorrect answer, he/she had to put his/her dime in 
a piggy bank to represent paying for their extra energy use. Dimes 
were collected as students were eliminated from the competition. 
The winner, Nolan Clark, answered every question correctly. He 

Youth Tour Students
Visit Washington, D.C.
Local high school students were in Washington, D.C., during the 
annual “Youth to Washington” Tour, June 10-17. Alex Thompson 
of Augusta, Heather Reynolds of Liberty, and Henry Moellring of 
Fowler represented Adams Electric Cooperative. Reed Bentzinger 
of Mendon and Lauren Whan of Camp Point represented Adams 
Telephone Co-Operative. This event, sponsored by the electric 
and telephone cooperatives of Illinois, began in the late 1950s to 
introduce rural youths to our democratic form of government and 
cooperatives.
 The students met with Rep. Phil Hare and were among 66 ru-
ral Illinois youth leaders selected for the trip. The Illinois students 
joined 1,496 young leaders from across the country. In addition 
to the Capitol, they also visited Arlington National Cemetery, the 
Washington National Cathedral, several Smithsonian Museums, 
the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, the World War II Memo-
rial, the Royal Embassy of Saudi Arabia, the National Archives, 
the Newseum and a number of other historical sites.

received the piggy bank full of dimes as his prize for saving the 
most energy. The game was directed by Laura Dotson of Adams 
Electric Cooperative.
      Students were divided into five groups. First year students 
made their own extension cords. This year’s beginning class was 
taught by Tafi Walker, Christina Hugenberg, and Carl Fisher of 
Ameren CIPS. Also assisting were Christine Morey, Sharon Knorr, 
Siera Thompson, and Deanne Donley of University of Illinois 
Extension, Joyce Bockhold of Adams Electric Cooperative, and 
former electricity school student Layne Douglas.
      Second year students made a soda can lamp. Each student 
picked their favorite soda can and left with their very own lamp. 
The soda can lamp class was taught by Larry Long of Adams 
Electric Cooperative and assisted by Hayden Douglas and Lynsey 
Whitaker, 4-H Federation members. 
      Third year students learned the basics of house wiring. The 
class was taught by Mike Olson and Charlie Rossiter of Adams 
Electric Cooperative. 
      Fourth year students toured a substation and Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s Pigeon Creek Wind Turbine. Guiding the tour was 
Randy Rigg and Julia Barry of Adams Electric Cooperative. 
      A metering equipment and mapping system demonstration was 
the topic for fifth year students. The fifth year students were taught 
by Tim Brecht and Butch Passley of Adams Electric Cooperative.
      “This was the first time students had the opportunity to see 
our mapping system. Each student received an aerial map of their 
house,” said Laura Dotson, Communications Coordinator from 
Adams Electric.
            A special thanks to Prairie Farms Dairy for providing ice 
cream for all the students.
 Electricity School is an annual event sponsored by Adams 
Electric Cooperative, Ameren CIPS and University of Illinois 
Extension. Eligible students must be ages 8-18 and must pre-reg-
ister for the event. For more information, contact Laura Dotson at 
Adams Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797.

Left to right: Lauren Whan, Heather Reynolds, Congressman Aaron 
Schock, Alex Thompson, Reed Bentzinger, and Henry Moellring

Charlie Rossiter and Mike Olson 
teach students basic house wiring skills.

worked from 7:00 a.m. until 12 
midnight every day after the initial 
day. Once we determined the storm 
restoration would take multiple days, 
we rested the crews at night and 
worked during the days for safety and 
production. I can’t say enough about 
their efforts. Even the employee’s 
spouses were involved by bringing 
in food and doing laundry for the 
visiting workers. 
 I want to share a story with 
you.  I had one member tell me that 
she would be happy to have power 
restored by the 4th of July. She 
indicated that she had seen all the 
damage and there is no possible way 
to have it on prior to that time. This 
conversation took place on June 28 
around 2:00 pm in the afternoon. At 
about 10:30 pm that evening, the line 
was energized restoring power to her 
service. She was flabbergasted.   
 The membership was very patient 
and gracious. We had many kind 
words. Thanks for providing drinks, 
snacks, helping clear brush, and 
providing an occasional pull with a 

tractor. It shows the type of people we 
have in this area – people willing to 
work together to get the job done.
The Cooperative was able to restore 
service on the first day of the storm to 
all but approximately 500 members.  
By the end of the second day, we had 
the number down to approximately 
250 members. By the end of the third 
day, we were down to approximately 
25 members. Progress really slows 
down when it comes to the 
final members. 
With our 
density, a 
crew can 
spend a full 
day restoring 
service to 
one or two 
members.
 We estimate 
the storm will cost the 
Cooperative approximately 
$750,000. Depending on if the 
state reaches the $16.7M in eligible 
infrastructure costs to receive a major 
disaster declaration, the Cooperative 

may not be able to recover any of 
these costs. The board and employees 
will be reviewing our budgets to 
determine the best plan of action 
moving forward.
 Again thanks for being such a 
great membership and, hopefully, it 
will be awhile before we face another 
storm of this magnitude. 
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The storm blew the roof from the Press-Yours-
On-U building into the Co-op’s west warehouse, 
damaging our building and landing on the 
transformer for the Brown Co. Wind Turbine. 

(Continued from page 3)
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My Mother the Smuggler
By Jeanette Brinkman

 During the summer when I was 16, my father’s 
huge family in Kentucky was having a reunion. 
Being that age, I wasn’t exactly crazy about going 
until I came up with the brilliant idea to take along 
my best friend, Christy. Mom knew that Dad would 
think it out of the question so didn’t even bring it 
up to him. The normal procedure on such trips was 
to load the car the night before leaving, then all 
of us children would be in place ready to go when 
Dad finished breakfast. It worked like a charm, with 
Christy sitting on the floor of the big Buick just 
behind the driver’s seat; my 4 siblings and myself 
shared the generous back seat. Mom and Dad came 
out just before dawn and he glanced around as usual 
then took off. 
 The surprise wasn’t revealed to Dad until many 
hours later in southern Illinois when he stopped for 
gas and we all stepped out of the car. I still remem-
ber the ferocious look he had at being tricked but he 
didn’t say a word, holding back what he undoubted-
ly wanted to say to Mom and me. The ride continued 
to be a very quiet one as none of us had any desire to 
upset him further. 
 Once we got to the reunion, everything was fine. 
Christy passed herself off at times as another cousin, 
and eventually Dad started to see the humor that he 
had initially ignored. The trip home was easier in 

that we were no longer fearful of his temper -- but 
we were still all as good as gold. Years later 

he was able to laugh about it and admitted 
it was the best trip ever, thanks to “Cousin 

Christy” and her sunny disposition.

Cousins
By Bonnie Milbert

 When I was a kid, a vacation only meant you were 
out of school for three months. We seldom went any-
where because a farm has a lot of work to be done. 
 I had a cousin who lived in the big city of Keokuk, 
Iowa. My twin sister and I got to spend a week with our 
cousin during Street Fair time. We were required to keep 
the house clean and do dishes, which didn’t take long for 
the three of us. After this was done, we could do what-
ever we wanted. I learned to ride a bike on High Street.  
It’s funny how big that hill looked back then and now it’s 
just a slight incline.
 When it was too hot outside, we played in the base-
ment. It wasn’t a fancy place, but it kept us cool during 
hours of playing games and just hanging out. In the mid-
afternoon, the bells from the “Jolly Wagon” could be 
heard coming down the street. Once in a while we had 
enough money to buy an ice cream bar or popsicle. I got 
my feet burned on the bottom by running barefoot on the 
sidewalks after a soothing summer rain. 
 In the evening the three of us went to the Street Fair. 
Oh, the smell of corn dogs and lemon shake-ups! My 
first and only experience on the “Zipper” was enough 
memory to last a lifetime. 
 The three of us were inseparable every summer. 
When we left Keokuk, our cousin came to the farm and 
spent the rest of the summer there.
 We worked hard, we played and we made many 
happy memories.

Vacation of 1985
By Joe Bartlow

 It was the family vacation we should not have taken. 
Something was telling us not to go. 
 First thing, two miles from home, the bike rack fell 
off the car and we had to turn around. Next, we forgot a 
bag of the children’s clothes, the spare tire holder broke 
off the camper and the fish wouldn’t bite.
 The campgrounds were full two of the three nights 
and we had to spend a night in a motel at an added 
expense. Then, the camper axle broke. The cost to repair 
was $400, another unplanned expense.
 We got to the next campground and the mosquitoes 
were horrible; we couldn’t sit outside. When the mosqui-
toes got better, the rains came. By this time, after eight 
days on the road, we had had enough. We made plans to 
head home.
 Before we could leave, my six year old came to me 
with a problem. As it turned out, he had a kidney not 
draining correctly. We drove all the way home that day, 
ten hours.
 The doctor was waiting for us. We were sent to a 
specialist in Springfield. My son had a blocked kidney. 
The next seven days were spent in the hospital as he was 
operated on.
 All the troubles were telling us to stay home so we 
could care for our son. Fortunately, all ended fine. 
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There’s nothing like fresh produce, es-
pecially when it’s locally grown. Mike 
and Theresa Roegge have been farming 
for over 20 years. Theresa laughs when 
she describes Mill Creek Farm as “a 
hobby gone mad”.
 In the early 90s, the Roegges were 
helping grow strawberries at Theresa’s 
parents home in Mt. Sterling. Mike and 
Theresa had a nice patch of pumpkins 
at their own home. It was a hobby, yes, 
but they thoroughly enjoyed it. 
 A property located on South 48th 
Street in Quincy caught their eye. It 
was well suited for farming and would 
make a beautiful site for more straw-
berries. They decided to purchase the 
property and the hobby took root. 

 They called it Mill Creek Farm 
and began selling strawberries. That’s 
when customers began asking, “What 
else can you grow?” Mike asked 
them, “What would you like?” 
 Customers wanted sweet corn 
and then they wanted asparagus. . .
and then tomatoes. It continued. 
Requests came for green beans and 
cucumbers and peppers. 
 Today, Mill Creek Farm sells 
retail produce to individuals and 
wholesale to HyVee in Quincy and 
County Market in Quincy, Hannibal 
and Canton. 
 It seemed that business came 
naturally for the Roegges. They 
planted the seeds and business 

bloomed. Granted, it was a lot of hard 
work but Mike and Theresa have the 
perfect background for their business.  
 Mike has a bachelor’s degree in 
agriculture education from Southern 
Illinois University and a master’s 
degree from the University of Illinois. 
He works full time as a Small Farms/
Local Foods Educator for University 
of Illinois Extension Adams/Brown 
Unit. Mike handles the planting and 
growing aspect of Mill Creek Farm.
 Theresa has a bachelor’s degree 
from Quincy College in elementary 
education. She spends her winters 
substitute teaching and her summers 
at Mill Creek Farm. Theresa harvests 
and sells the produce. She also gives 
children a lesson on plant growth 
including pollination, planting and 
growing. Her program is both unique 
and entertaining.  
 The most popular visiting season 
is in the fall during pumpkin picking 
time. School children and families 
enjoy the fun lessons, pumpkin and 
gourd picking, free hayrack rides and 
a corn maze.
 Generally speaking, asparagus 
season begins in mid-April and runs 
through early June. It’s picked fresh, 
ends are snapped and packaged in one 
pound bundles. 
 Strawberry season runs from late 
May through early June. Buy them 
by the quart, pre-picked or pick them 
yourself.
 Sweet corn is usually available 
the first week of July through the 
beginning of August. The farm’s bi-
color corn provides a unique taste and 

It’s easy to enjoy vegetables year round by 
freezing them. However, vegetables contain 
enzymes that cause them to continue to ripen 
even after they are harvested. Blanching 
vegetables before freezing them destroys these 
enzymes and preserves a vegetable’s crisp and 
tender characteristics while helping it retain 
more vitamins. 
 Onions, peppers, tomatoes and herbs 
do not need to be blanched. Squash, sweet 
potatoes and pumpkins should be fully cooked 
before freezing. All other vegetables should be 
blanched. 
 First, clean and chop your vegetables. 
Choose a pot that will hold enough water to 
completely submerge your vegetables. As a 

general rule, a gallon of water will usu-
ally cover about a pound of vegetables.
 Bring water to boil. Place vegetables 
in a wire basket and submerge in 
the water. As soon as the vegetables 
are submerged, begin timing. Shake 
vegetables a couple times to be sure all 
surfaces are exposed to heat. 
 After allotted time, remove from 
heat and immediately submerge in ice 
water to stop the cooking process. Al-
low vegetables to cool and drain them 
thoroughly. Package vegetables for 
freezing in freezer bags or containers. 
Vegetables can be stored in the same 
container but should be blanched sepa-
rately because each vegetable requires a 
different amount of time for blanching.
 Blanching usually takes about 10 sec-
onds to 11 minutes or so depending on 
the type of vegetable. See below:

 Vegetable Time (in minutes)
 Asparagus   3
 Corn (cut)  3-7

 Corn (on cob) 6-10
 Green beans  2 1/2

Once blanched and frozen, 
vegetables can be safely stored 
in the freezer for up to a year.

How to Blanch
& Freeze Vegetables

is very popular.
 Tomatoes are harvested in 
early July similar to the sweet corn. 
The farm has about 400 tomato 
plants which grow in two different 
hoop houses which allow for more 
uniform growing and a high 
quality fruit.
 Green beans are also available 
in early July through mid-August. 
 The farm has numerous pepper 
plants and cucumbers which will 
be harvested from the end of June 
through August. 
 The pumpkin patch and corn 
maze are open on weekends in 
October from noon to 5:00 p.m. 
 A variety of educational 
programs are available by appoint-
ment. 
 Produce is picked fresh daily 
except Sunday. The farm is open at 
various times throughout the grow-
ing season. The best way to know 
what’s in stock and when they’re 
open for business is to call the 
farm at (217) 222-8430 for an 
updated message. 
 Mill Creek Farm also 
provides email updates to 
interested individuals. Send 
an email to roegge@adams.
net to be added to their list.
 Mill Creek Farm is 
located at 2833 S. 48th Street
in Quincy. Mill Creek Farm 
is known for their high-qual-
ity, fresh produce. Try it 
for yourself!

Mike & Theresa Roegge
are members of Adams 
Electric Cooperative



www.petersheatingandair.com

Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Our professional service
gives you great comfort
Any make, any model, any time.
When you need service on your energy system, 
put over 55 years of experience to work for you.
We'll be efficient, professional, and competitively priced.

And, with federal tax credits up to $500 and rebates
from Carrier up to $1250, this is a great time to
upgrade your current energy system.

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777
Also in Hannibal, Kirksville & Columbia, MO 
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” on WTAD every 
Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline 
County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to 
promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. 
More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be found at 
www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

Seems like it happens every year in 
Arkansas. One day we are heating 
our homes, the next we are running 
the air conditioner. This year is no 
exception. Many electric bills mailed 
in June included kilowatts used to 
heat and cool during the month of 
May. As I am writing this column, 
the TV weatherman is telling us that 
this week has been the second hottest 
week on record for this date in June. 
Looks like lots of iced tea, homemade 
ice cream and lemonade in the 
forecast.
 We all want air conditioning 
and really want it to be affordable. 
Although there isn’t much we can 
do about electric rates, we can help 
keep our energy use affordable by 
using less or making our house more 
efficient. Yep, I know that some of 
you are thinking that you have heard 
this before, and you probably have, 
but have you done anything about 
it? Have you made your plan as I 
suggested last month? I am aware that 
some of you have because you have 
told me so. 
 TV or radio interviewers often 
ask me, “What is the most important 
thing to do to make a house more 
energy efficient?” Well, I tell them 
that every house is different and the 
needs are different. However, years of 
experience have taught me that almost 
every house that has central heating 
and cooling also has leakage in the 
ductwork. So, I say that the most 
important thing is for folks to put the 
ductwork back together if needed 
and seal every joint. The average 

house has between 200 and 400 cubic 
feet per minute (cfm) leakage in the 
heating and cooling system when 
testing with blower door diagnostic 
equipment. Well, a large plastic trash 
bag in the kitchen will hold about 
three cubic feet of air, so the leakage 
in the ductwork is the equivalent of 
about 100 bags of air per minute lost 
to the attic or crawl space. 

The average house 
has between 200 and 

400 cubic feet per 
minute (cfm) leakage 

in the heating and 
cooling system.

 I understand that this is hard for 
you to believe. But for those of us who 
have tested many houses, we are not 
surprised at all. Diagnostic tools such 
as the blower door, the duct blaster 
and the infrared camera have helped 
locate and measure the leakage. 
 So just how important is this? 
Well, 400 cfm is close to the amount 
of air that you would find in a one-ton 
air conditioning unit. So if your house 
has a four-ton air conditioning unit and 
400 cfm leakage, then you are actually 
only getting three tons of cooling in 
your house. This would be 25 percent 
leakage, which is a serious problem. 
Consider this: What if your hot water 
pipes had 25 percent leakage? I am 
certain you wouldn’t tolerate that!
 You do not need to even wonder 

if your duct work has this kind of 
problem because most do. What you 
need to know is how to find these 
leaks and who to call to fix them. 
Amazingly, most heating and cooling 
companies do not even inspect all 
of the ductwork, much less test the 
system. There are, however, some 
companies that can do so and at a 
reasonable fee. In most cases, your 
local electric cooperative can assist 
with a recommendation.
 A few days ago, one of my 
good friends at Ozarks Electric 
Cooperative asked me if I had seen 
the cooperative’s newest diagnostic 
tool that reveals the duct leakage 
in a dramatic way. I asked, “What 
do you have now?” He told me that 
he had a small machine that would 
blow theatrical smoke through the 
ductwork. By seeing where the 
smoke escapes, you can determine 
the location of the duct leakage. He 
told me that he and others had tested 
several houses and all had excessive 
duct leakage. 
 If you see where the leak is 
located, just about anyone can fix it 
with affordable duct mastic. This is a 
fairly simple energy efficiency fix, so 
I suggest that you make duct leakage a 
top priority of your energy efficiency 
improvement plan. It isn’t likely to get 
much cooler anytime soon. See you 
next month. 
 P.S. If you want to see a short 
video about testing a house with these 
instructions, go to www.ozarksecc.
com. Click on the Energy Efficiency 
tab and then Energy Audits. 

It is hot and I hope that you 
have your plan ready

Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,
the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

Water recreation brings enjoyment, but can be awash with tragic 
realities of electrical hazards. In most instances, if potential safety 
hazards are taken into consideration and handled proactively, ac-
cidents and deaths can be avoided.
 In 2010, four Indiana teens were swimming near a boat dock 
when they all felt a tingle. All hurried to the dock to escape the water, 
but one grabbed for a ladder that had become energized from faulty 
wiring and suffered a fatal electric shock.
 The untimely death of the teen serves as a warning for swimmers 
to look out for similar dangers. Safe Electricity urges all swimmers…
if you feel a tingle, avoid metal and get out of the water as soon as 
possible, the best and quickest way you can.
 An Illinois teen was working in a swimming pool when a faulty 
electrical fixture energized the pool water. Another teen jumped into 
the pool to help his friend; both lives were lost.
 Boat docks and swimming pools are frequently wired for light-
ing and other power needs; however weather and wear can expose 
wiring and deadly voltage can invisibly energize the water.  
 Emergency responders also report fatalities aboard watercraft. 
A 14-year-old boy died of electric shock on an Arkansas houseboat 
because the grounding pin on an electrical plug had been disabled 
and the grounded neutral wire energized the hull.
 These examples of electric shock drowning are often caused by 
an undetected ground fault, which could be prevented by a ground 
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI). Make sure GFCIs are professionally 
installed in all locations near water to prevent shock, electrocution 
and injury.

Water & Electricity 
are a deadly mix

especially around swimming pools 
and boat docks

 If you plan to go boating or fishing, be aware of your surround-
ings and potential electrical hazards. Always check the location of 
nearby power lines before boating or fishing. Contact between your 
boat and a power line could be devastating.
 Maintain a distance of at least ten feet between your boat and 
nearby power lines to be safe. If your boat contacts a power line, 
never jump out of the boat into the water – the water could be ener-
gized. Instead, stay in the boat and avoid touching anything metal 
until help arrives or until your boat is no longer in contact with the 
line. Also, check for the location of power lines before fishing. Make 
sure you are casting the line away from power lines to avoid poten-
tial contact.
 Take steps to prevent electrical hazards out of water recreation 
activities. Keep your summer fun and safe. 
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Caramelized Creamy Sweet Corn

Green Beans in Olive Oil
From Mill Creek Farm website

1 lb. green beans
1 med. onion, chopped
2 tomatoes, chopped
1 tsp. salt
1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil
3 1/2 tsp. sugar
1 cup water
Trim beans & cut each into 3 pieces, wash 
& drain. Put onion & tomato into a heavy 
pan. Sprinkle with salt & rub in lightly with 
fingers. Stir in beans, olive oil & sugar. Mix 
well. Cover & cook for 15 minutes over 
medium heat. Stir occasionally. The beans 
will lose their color & soften. When all the 
moisture is absorbed, stir fry for 2-3 min-
utes. Add 1/2 cup water, cover & simmer for 
40-50 minutes until beans are tender. Add 
more water if necessary, 1/2 cup at a time. 
When cooked, the dish should be very moist 
but not watery. Serve cold. 

Salsa
Submitted by Vicki Pointer

8 qts. tomatoes, peeled, cored & chopped
 (about 40 or more)
3 qts. onions, chopped
3 qts. green & red bell peppers
4 cloves garlic, crushed
5 hot chili peppers, chopped fine
3 cups sugar
5 Tbsp. salt
3 Tbsp. pickling spices
2 Tbsp. celery seed
2 Tbsp. mustard seed
3 cups vinegar
Combine tomatoes, onion, peppers, garlic, 
salt & sugar in a large canner or heavy pan. 
Cook slowly for 1 hour. Tie pickling spices, 
celery seed & mustard seed together in a 
cheesecloth or gauze bag. Add bag to tomato 
mix and cook for another 45 minutes to 1 
hour, stirring often. Add vinegar & cook 
slowly until you get the thickness you want. 
Put in jars & seal them up or freeze. 

Caramelized Creamy 
Sweet Corn

Submitted by Laura Dotson
8 slices bacon
1 Tbsp. butter
1/2 cup onions, chopped
4 cups fresh sweet corn, 
 removed from cob
1 cup sour cream
1/4 tsp. cayenne pepper
In a large, nonstick skillet over 
medium heat, fry bacon until crisp. 
Remove to a cutting board; coarsely 
chop and set aside. Melt butter in a 
large skillet. Add bacon and onions 
and cook over medium-low heat, stir-
ring occasionally until onions begin 
to brown and caramelize, about 10 
minutes. Add corn, sour cream, and 
pepper; mix well. Cook over medium 
heat until bubbling. Serve immedi-
ately. Makes about 4-6 servings.

Creamed Cucumbers
Submitted by Laura Dotson

5 cucumbers, peeled & sliced thin
1 bunch green onions w/tops,   
 chopped
1 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup evaporated milk
1/4 cup vinegar
1/4 cup sugar
2 drops hot pepper sauce
1 tsp. dried parsley flakes
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
1/4 tsp. garlic salt
1/4 tsp. onion salt
Combine cucumbers & green 
onion in a large bowl. Cover and 
let stand for 1 hour. Combine re-
maining ingredients & pour over 
mixture. Mix well. Refrigerate for 
several hours.

Expires:
8/31/11 Celebrate Sue’s Birthday

any one regular priced item

with



August 2011  •  Adams Outlet  •  1514  •  Adams Outlet  •  August 2011

Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
Sept. 1 (6pm), Clat Adams Park, 
Qcy. Length up to 3 miles. Call 
(217) 228-1111

Argyle Gas Engine Show
Sept. 2-4, Argyle Lake State 
Park, Colchester. Tractor parade, 
antique gas engines, flea market, 
threshing, & demonstrations.
(309) 259-9005

175th Annual 
Versailles Fall Festival
Sept. 10 (11am-10pm), Versailles 
Community Building & Versailles 
Park. Parade at 11am, chicken 
dinner after parade, baby contest, 
Little Mr. & Miss, lip sync, live 
entertainment, food, kids activities 
& raffles. (217) 225-1601

Brown Co. 
Cemetery Walk
Sept. 11 (1-4pm), Versailles 
Cemetery, east of Versailles. 
Pioneers of Versailles area will be 
portrayed. Benefits Whistle Stop 
Museum. (217) 289-3277

Timewell Lions 
Fish Fry
Sept. 13 (5-7pm), Old Timewell 
School Gym. Benefits Timewell 
Lions Club and community 
projects. (217) 773-3700

Smiles Day 
Sept. 16, Rushville Square. 
Parade, food & fun for all. 

Early Tin Dusters
Sept. 17 (6-10pm), HyVee on 
Harrison, Qcy. All vehicles welcome. 
50/50 drawing to benefit Camp 
Callahan.

Timber Point Healthcare 
Mini-Fair
Sept. 18 (11am-2pm), St. Thomas 
Hall, Camp Point (west of TPHC). 
“Elvis & Patsy Cline” perform. 
Children’s games. Little Miss/
Mr. contest at noon. Bingo 2-3pm. 
Chicken dinner. $8/adult and $4/ages 
10 & under. (217) 593-7734

Civil War - Call to Arms
Sept. 18 (11am-4pm), Log Cabin 
Village, Quinsippi Island. Log church 
will be turned into a field hospital. 
4th-6th grade boys will be enlisted as 
Jr. Home Guard. 4th-6th grade girls 
will be enlisted as Needle Picketts 
& learn how to care for wounded 
soldiers, make bandages, etc. You’ll 
find a moonshiner, a saloon selling 
sarsaparilla & cookies, kettle corn, 
shake shingle maker, blacksmiths, an 
1860s school w/ activities, a toy craft 
area, raffles & more. 

North Adams Home 
Mini-Fair 
Sept. 24 & 25, Mendon. Sat. starting 
at 7:30am: biscuits & gravy, garage 
sale, Heartland garden tractor pull, 
Mr. & Miss Pageant, kids games, dog 
show, food & fun. Sun. from 11am-
1pm: country chicken dinner, “Klutzy 
the Clown” & Mini Miracles (therapy 
horses) & more. (217) 936-2137

St. Paul UCC 
Ice Cream Social
Aug. 7 (3-7pm), St. Paul United Church 
of Christ, Fowler. Homemade ice 
cream, sandwiches, desserts, drinks. 
Freewill offering. (217) 257-0302

Ice Cream Social
Aug. 13 (4-7pm), First Christian 
Church, 390 N. Liberty, Rushville. 
Ice cream, sandwiches, & desserts. 
(217) 322-3363

NWTF Hunting 
Heritage Banquet
Aug. 13 (doors open at 5:30pm, meal 
at 6:30pm), KC Hall, Mt. Sterling. 
Entertainment, auctions, raffles, card 
games, meal & drinks. Benefits hunter 
safety course, food basket & Nat’l Wild 
Turkey Federation Superfund. For 
tickets, call (217) 773-3851

Ethan’s Rodeo
Aug. 19 & 20, Adams Co. Fairgrounds. 
2-day rodeo to raise money for 
neuroblastoma research. Family 
activities. Live music. More info at 
ethansrodeo.com

Friends of the Trails 
Bicycle FUNd Ride
Aug. 20, Bob Mays Park. Poker run 
& trivia. 5, 15, 40 & 62-mile routes. for 
walkers & cyclists. $18/adults & $8/
children under 14. Register by Aug. 10 
at Madison Davis Bicycle Shop, U of I 
Extension, or YMCA.

Ice Cream Social
Aug. 20 (4pm), Centennial Ebenezer 
Methodist Church, Rt. 61 east of 
Loraine. Chocolate, vanilla, pineapple 
& banana ice cream and toppings. 
Sandwiches, cake & drinks. Freewill 
offering. (217) 938-2441

Adams Co. Fair
July 28-Aug. 3, Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mendon. 4-H show, Little 
Mr. & Miss contest, queen pageant, bull 
riding, “Diamond Rio” concert, tractor 
pulls, quad races, demo derby, and 
horse arena events. (217) 936-2230

Brown Co. Fair
Aug. 2-6, Brown Co. Fairgrounds, 
Mt. Sterling. Little Mr. & Miss contest, 
queen pageant, horse races, tractor 
pull, demo derby, livestock & expo 
building displays. (217) 894-6269

118th Payson 
Old Settlers Picnic
Aug. 5 (4-11pm), Payson South Park, 
Payson. Queen contest, fish fry, games, 
entertainment & more. 

Sugar Grove 
Ice Cream Social
Aug. 6 (5-7pm), [Due to a fire at the 
Sugar Grove Church, the event will be 
held at the First Christian Church, 390 
N. Liberty St., Rushville.] Homemade 
ice cream, cakes, pies, sloppy joes and 
chicken salad.

Benefit for Brayden
Aug. 7 (Noon-?), Southside Boat Club, 
Qcy. Trap shoot at noon, live auction 
at 2pm. Cake walk, food & music. 
Brayden has been hospitalized since 
birth. Benefit for medical expenses. 
(217) 242-1173

Round Barn Event
Aug. 7 (1-5pm), Round Barn 
Museum, Hwy. 336, near Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds. One-room school reunion. 
Activities for children & adults. Spelling 
bee at 2 pm. Country school artifacts 
on display. Apple cake served. 
(217) 222-8130. 

Calendar of Events

Photo: “Faded Shed” by Donna Bullard

Sign up for Automatic Bank Drafting by August 21
and you could win a $500 Electric Bill Credit

Automatic Bank Draft Authorization Form 

NAME:____________________________________________________________________________
(As it appears on your electric bill) 

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:________ ZIP:_________________ 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NO: (______)_________________________________________________ 

ADAMS ELECTRIC ACCOUNT NO(s):_________________________________________________
(As it appears on your electric bill(s). If you have more than one account, include all account numbers you wish to register for Electronic Bank Drafting) 

NAME CHECKING ACCOUNT IS IN:__________________________________________________ 

NAME OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION:________________________________________________ 

ADDRESS OF FINANCIAL INSTITUTION:______________________________________________ 

CITY: _______________________________________ STATE:_________ZIP:__________________ 

I (We), authorize Adams Electric Cooperative to draw monthly bank drafts on my (our) bank, savings and loan, or credit 
union checking account for the payment of my (our) monthly electric bill(s) on the due date as printed on the monthly 
bill(s). I (we) agree to a one year term, after which,  I (we) may discontinue participation in the plan by notifying an 
Adams Electric representative at least two weeks in advance by calling (217)593-7701 or toll-free 1-800-232-4797.  I 
understand that Adams Electric reserves the right to limit participation in Electronic Bank Drafting to members whose 
accounts are in good standing. If there are insufficient funds to cover the monthly bank draft, Adams Electric will assess a 
$25.00 charge, remove the account from the plan, and mail a notice of amount due. 

Signature:_______________________________________________Date:_______________________

Spouse Signature:_________________________________________Date:_______________________ 

ATTACH VOIDED CHECK: 
Please bring this form and voided check to our office or mail both to: Adams Electric Cooperative 
Attention: Accounting, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320-0247. After you are enrolled, you will continue to receive a 
bill.  Your bill will show the amount to be automatically drafted from your account on the 21st of each month or the 
business day before if the 21st falls on a holiday or weekend.  

Who referred you to the program?____________________________________(Only one referral name allowed.) 

Automatic Bank Drafting Form
* All Adams Electric Coopera-
tive members who sign up for 
bank drafting by August 21 will 
receive a chance to win a $500 
electric bill credit at the annual 
meeting. You do not have to be 
present to win. New enrollees 
must sign a 1-year commitment 
to use bank drafting. Current 
bank drafting members must be 
active in bank drafting through 
the drawing time frame. All 
bank drafting members must 
remain an active member of 
Adams Electric and the bank 
account must have sufficient 
funds. 

Refer-A-Friend 
& earn extra 

chances in the 
drawing!

Any member who has a current 
or new bank drafting account 
can refer-a-friend. If the friend 
lists an established bank draft-
ing member, the established 
member will receive an extra 
chance in the drawing for the 
$500 electric bill credit. It is 
your responsibility to make 
sure your friend lists your name 
on their application under the 
referral section. Members may 
refer as many members as 
they wish and receive an extra 
chance for every member who is 
successfully signed up for bank 
drafting.

For more 
information, call 

Adams Electric at:
(800) 232-4797



LAST WEEKEND, I SEALED MY 
MANUFACTURED HOME AND STOPPED 
MY WALLET FROM LEAKING.
I had no idea how much of my money was leaking out of my 
manufactured home. Until I saw it for myself. After a few things 
like caulk, insulation and skirting, now my manufactured home is 
a lot more comfortable. About $585 per year more comfortable. 
What can you do? Find out how the little changes add up at 
TogetherWeSave.com. TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


