
December 2011
Vol. 60, No. 12

News for Members of Adams Electric Cooperative, Camp Point, Illinois

Times have changed. Learn about the advantages of GIS on pages 8 & 9

Pages 4 & 5 Page 11 Page 12



The Cooperative Desk
Thank you so much for awarding us a Penny 
Power Grant for our 5th Annual “Meating” 
the Need. With your help, we were able to 
provide 332 pounds of ground beef to the 
center. Thanks again for your support. 
The Adams Co. Firecrackers 4-H Club
Brenda Williams, Leader

On behalf of the Liberty Board of Education, students and 
staff, I would like to thank you for your generous donation 
through the Penny Power Grant. The $1,000 donation will 
be used for various technology upgrades throughout the 
District. Companies like Adams help to make Liberty a great 
place for students to learn, grow and develop pride in their 
community. Thank you for your continued support of Liberty 
School!
With Liberty Pride,
Matt Runge, Superintendent
Liberty Community Unit School District #2

Thanks to you, folks struggling to feed their families will 
eat. The grant funds awarded to Horizon to purchase food 
for our programs will help feed some of the poorest and 
most disadvantaged citizens in our community. It would be 
impossible for us to forge ahead with our mission without 
the support of generous organizations such as yours. We are 
very grateful for your continued support!
Sincerely,
Sarah Stephens

Thank you for the grant that contributed to the purchase 
of a Smart Board System for my kindergarten classroom. It 
has completely changed the way I teach. The children have 
become more actively involved in their learning. Technology 
is the future and you have helped give these children a boost 
toward a successful future!
Amy Kuhl, Kindergarten Teacher, Ellington School

Dear Penny Power Grant Board, 
The Payson Cross-Categorical Special Education 
Classroom thanks you for your generous gift of $1000. The 
grant made it possible for our classroom to receive a brand 
new SMART board!
	 Students are now getting the true multi-sensory 
instruction they need!
	 Thank you so much!
Mrs. Kristen Kamprath, Teacher, Payson School

Thank you for our Smart Board. We love it!
Michelle Adams, 7th Grade Teacher, St. Dominic School
& Students of Mrs. Adams’ Class

Our school can’t thank you enough for the Penny Power 
Grant. We will put the funds to good use.
Sincerely, 
Diane Germann, Teacher, Payson Seymour High School

Thank you for the money to help us purchase sewing 
machines for our school. We will use them in my 2nd hour 
class. Once again, thank you very much! 
Allison, Student, Payson Seymour High School
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Air Conditioners

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the 

winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on 

the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the 

breaker. Doing so sends a signal 

that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have 

questions, call the engineering 

department at (217) 593-7701.

Gift certificates

Make someone’s 

load a little lighter 

and their holiday a 

little brighter

 . . . with a credit on their electric bill.

Call (800) 232-4797

Thank you for helping us buy more 
sewing machines. It’s going to help us 
get a lot more done since we all get 
our own machine. You guys made for 
an easier, better year.
Thank you!
Mercedes, Student, 
Payson Seymour High School

Hey, thanks for the money that you gave to our teacher Mrs. 
Germann. You guys are doing an AMAZING job!! Thanks 
again from Payson Seymour High School!
Micah, Student, Payson Seymour High School

Youth Tour

High school sophomores/juniors:
	 Tell us what you know about cooperatives and why you should be chosen to represent Adams Electric. You just might be one of our winners of an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. Download an application at:www.adamselectric.coop/youthprograms.html or call (800) 232-4797



The Cooperative Desk
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by Timothy Brecht PE
Manager of Engineering & 
Operations
Our digital mapping 
system with the 
high resolution 
photography has been 
an exciting addition 
to our engineering 
toolbox within the 

last few years. It is highlighted in this 
month’s feature story starting on page 
8. Although it is still a work in progress 
and will always be improved each year, 
our challenge is how best to utilize this 
great technology to improve Engineering 
and Operations productivity and member 
service. These digital maps of our 
electrical system provide a background 
that can be used in many new and 
emerging technologies. 
	 Mapping is very important for 
Workforce Management, a tool for 
increased productivity and efficiency. The 
Cooperative’s mapping system could be 
used to automate the process of assigning 
work and service orders to the employees 
in the field, such as security light repair 
or meter connects. The technician will 
see this work displayed on a map of our 
territory and can plan the most efficient 
route for the day. He can also complete 
his paperwork electronically online in his 
truck, thus avoiding a lot of handwritten 
work. 
	 Our smart grid project will help usher 
in two additional emerging technologies. 
One works hand-in-hand with our 
automatic meter reading (AMR), called 
Meter Data Management or MDM. This 
is a database program that collects all of 
the hourly energy usage data from our 
meters and stores and organizes it. MDM 
will be used in our smart grid project to 
test a real time pricing rate. The MDM 
will be used to send rate information to 
the member to control their usage during 
periods when the wholesale cost of 
electricity is very high. By managing their 

costs, it is hoped that they can reduce their 
overall monthly bill. The Cooperative, and 
ultimately our power supplier, is able to 
pass on the lower costs if the membership 
can curtail usage during those peak times. 
	 MDM is also valuable to our Member 
Service Department to help members 
solve their high bill concerns as it will 
provide easy and immediate access to 
their hourly usage via an Internet or smart 
phone application. Members’ usages can be 
reviewed hour by hour, day by day and will 
also have a reference to what the outdoor 
temperatures were during the same time. 
This should help members easily diagnose 
their energy usage and maybe save the 
time and expense of a phone call to the 
Cooperative office. 
	 The other smart grid project is 
distribution automation. A set of switches 
will be installed in the feeders serving an 
area of large commercial members. These 
switches are automated and have the 
computerized controls that allow them to 
sense when a power outage has occurred 
on the normal feed and will switch over to 
an alternate feed, thus restoring the service 
in a matter of seconds rather than waiting 
for a lineman to be dispatched. Not all 
outages can be handled this automatically, 
but if used where we have an alternate 
feed, this could greatly reduce outage time. 
This technology may ultimately lead to 
what is described as self-healing feeders. 
	 Technology can be exciting and 
beneficial to the membership but it always 
has to be balanced against its pricetag to 
be sure we are providing the most cost 
effective service to our membership.

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz...............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis.................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King................... Huntsville
Director
John Kestner......................... Payson	
Director
George Schneider.................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen......................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville

Technology Improves Member Service

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson
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To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

. . .digital maps of our 
electrical system provide 
a background that can be 
used in many new and 
emerging technologies.

Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
office will be closed 

Fri., Dec. 23 and Mon., Dec. 26 
to celebrate Christmas and Mon., Jan. 2 

for the New Year’s Day holiday. 
If you have an outage, 

call (800) 232-4797.
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Member Highlight

	 Four local high school stu-
dents (sophomores or juniors) 
will win an all-expense paid 
trip to Washington, D.C. to at-
tend the 2012 tour sponsored by 
Adams Electric Cooperative of 
Camp Point and Adams Tele-
phone Co-Operative of Golden.
	 Interested students must 
complete the application on 
the right by February 24. The 

top 34 applicants will travel by 
charter bus to attend the Illinois 
Electric and Telephone Coopera-
tive Youth Day in Springfield 
on March 28. At the conclusion 
of Youth Day, judges will select 
four area winners.
	 Winners will tour Washing-
ton, D.C. on June 15-22 to take 
part in the 2012 Youth to Wash-
ington Tour.

For more information about the Youth to Washington program, con-
tact Laura Dotson at Adams Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797 
or by email at: ldotson@adamselectric.coop.

	 Approximately 2,000 students from across the United States 
meet at our nation’s capital each summer during the Youth to Wash-
ington Tour. The annual contest is sponsored by electric and tele-
phone cooperatives in 44 states.

Local author, Larry Bullard of Timewell, has 
written a book called Tall Tails and True Stories 
from Brown County. You can’t help but chuckle at 
Larry’s crazy tales. This book is an amusing look 
at life in Brown County. 
	 Cost: $10 paperback or $15 hardback 
		  (plus postage) 
	 Contact Larry at (217) 773-3644
        Also available from Great Debate Books 
        in Quincy and on amazon.com
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Directors 
Roger Busen 

& Becky Barlow 
Receive 

CCD Certificate

Roger Busen Becky Barlow

	 Directors Roger Busen and Becky 
Barlow recently received their Cre-
dentialed Cooperative Director Cer-
tificates. The certificate is earned by 
attending five one-day director educa-
tion and training courses through the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association (NRECA). 
	 Director Busen represents 
District #8 consisting of Buckhorn, 
Lee, Missouri and Pea Ridge townships 
of Brown County. Busen attended 
Illinois College in Jacksonville. He is 
employed by the U.S. Postal Service. 
Busen was elected to the Board of Di-
rectors at the 2009 Annual Meeting. He 
is currently serving his first term.
	 Director Barlow represents District 
#9 consisting of Camp Point, Clayton, 
Concord, Honey Creek and McKee 
townships of Adams County. Barlow 
is a graduate of Gem City Business 

College. She is employed by the U.S. 
Postal Service in Mt. Sterling. Barlow 
was elected to the Board of Directors 
at the 2009 Annual Meeting. She is cur-
rently serving her first term.	
	 Today’s electric utility environment 
imposes new demands on electric coop-
erative directors, particularly increased 
knowledge of changes in the electric 
utility business, new governance 
skills and a working knowledge of the 
cooperative principles. Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s Board of Directors has a 
commitment to work through NRECA 
to sharpen this body of knowledge for 
the benefit of their electric cooperative 
members.
	 Adams Electric Cooperative 
commends Roger and Becky on 
their commitment to the member-
ship and congratulates them on 
their achievement.
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Penny Power 
Grants Awarded
The Penny Power Grant Review Committee 
met on October 19 and approved fourteen 
grants. Two grant requests for $300 or less 
were also reviewed prior to the grant review 
committee meeting and approved. Including 
these grants, nearly $7,800.00 was granted 
to the following groups/organizations:
•	 St. Dominic School 
	 – $247.90 for a 
	 multimedia player
•	 Central Elementary
	 School – $300 to 
	 purchase books for 
	 Reading is Fundamental 
	 (RIF) program
•	 Four Star Public Library – $550 for 		
	 laptop computer and projector 
•	 Rotary Club of Quincy – $600 for 
	 holiday turkeys for needy families
•	 Village of Liberty – $700 for 
	 improvements at Liberty Park
•	 Camp Point Fire Protection District – 	
	 $1,000 for portable radio and pager
•	 Trinity Lutheran Church – $400 for 		
	 new Kids Club program
•	 Quincy Preserves/Friends of the Log 	
	 Cabins – $450 for temporary metal 		
	 roofs for historic log cabins
•	 YWCA of Quincy – $250 for “A Girl 	
	 Like Me” program
•	 Seymour Elementary School (2) – $500 	
	 for Elmo projection device and $650 	
	 for IPAD for special education students
•	 Central CUSD #3 Softball Task Force – 	
	 $750 toward cost to construct new 
	 softball field at Central High School
•	 Dewey School – $300 for PBIS 
	 (Positive Behavioral Intervention and 	
	 Support) project
•	 The Well House – $350 for bedding 
	 supplies and linens
•	 Quincy Symphony Orchestra 
	 Association – $250 for nursing home 	
	 ticket program
•	 Big Brothers/Big Sisters of West 
	 Central IL – $500 toward the cost of 	
	 recruiting new volunteers and children
The next deadline to apply for a Penny 
Power grant is January 3, 2012. For more 
information, contact Bill Stalder at (800) 
232-4797. For a list of all prior Penny Pow-
er grants, visit the Adams Electric Coopera-
tive website at: www.adamselectric.coop.

Open House Held 
at the 

Brown County 
Wind Turbine

	 Adams Electric Cooperative held 
an open house at the Brown County 
Wind Turbine on November 1. Over 
300 people were in attendance. 
	 Power from the 1.5 MW turbine 
is distributed to Co-op members in 
the surrounding area. It will supply 
approximately 4 million kilowatt 
hours of electricity per year, enough 
power for 300-400 homes. 

AEC Member Wins $100!
Director John Kestner presents Ed Walch with a check 
for $100 from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. Congratulations, Ed!

As an 
incentive for 
completing 
the 2011 
Statewide 
Member 
Satisfaction 
Survey, 
five names 
were drawn 
from all 
surveys 
received to 
win $100.
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	 Not long ago, a huge brown binder 
sat in our engineering department. It was 
called the map book. Everyone knew to 
handle the book with extreme care. New 
services and electric lines were carefully 
added in pen. Most pages were frayed 
and yellowed on the edges from years of 
use. Occasionally, you’d turn to a crisp 
white version of a new subdivision or an 
area that became too populated and had to 
be redrawn. Smaller copies of this book 
could be found in every co-op truck but 
you could never really count on any of 
them being as up-to-date as the big brown 
book. It was what we knew. It was what 
all co-ops knew. . . until now.
	 New technologies allow cooperatives 
to make day-to-day operations more and 
more efficient and provide better member 
service. Adams Electric’s GIS (geograph-
ic information system) is one of those 
technologies.
	 Taking several years to complete, 
the Cooperative’s GIS includes layers 
upon layers of information. Now, nearly 
every pole, tranformer, underground and 
overhead line, every meter, every piece 
of equipment owned by Adams Electric 
Cooperative is mapped accurately in the 
Cooperative’s GIS.
	 To help maintain the GIS, the Co-op 
uses GPS to locate existing poles and as-
sets in the field and also to stake out new 
services. 
	 “The Trimble GPS equipment locates 
every item with subcentimeter accuracy” 
says Adams Electric GIS/Mapping Tech-
nician Mike Ohnemus. 
	 Every member’s map number is 
stored in the system and the map is sec-
tioned off similar to a plat book, similar 
to the “big brown book”. 
	 The Cooperative uses ESRI’s 
GIS software and a third party, 
utility software from Futura 
Systems, Inc. to manage 
our GIS data. 
	 The Cooperative’s utility 
data sits on top of one meter
resolution aerial photography 
flown by the State of Illinois 
and six inch resolution aerials flown 
by Adams County. Also included in the 
mapping are all of the roads and parcels 
shared with Adams Electric by Adams, 
Brown, Pike and Schuyler County. At 
present, 911 addresses are also shared by 
Adams County and will soon be available 

by Brown County. The 911 addressing 
will help the Co-op with billing, outage 
restoration, and JULIE locates.
	 The GIS software and GPS equip-
ment have improved numerous opera-
tions for your electric cooperative.
	 Maps are interactive. Operators can 
zoom in or out and change the amount of 
data contained on the map at any given 
time. Employees can also search for a 
member, pole or other asset using a name 
or map number. The mapping system 
will automatically zoom in to that area.
	 Previously, when all lines, poles and 
services had to be hand-drawn, there was 
a greater chance for error. As the Co-op 
continues to develop its GIS, using GPS, 
the maps are becoming more accurate.
	 In the past, when staking engineers 
wanted to build a line along a stretch 
of road and stake poles every 270 feet, 
for instance, they would have to survey 
the ground, measure angles of roads 
and eyeball straight lines and distances 
over hills. A job like that might take four 
hours or more depending on the distance. 
Now, the same job might take one hour 
and could be completed with incredible 
accuracy. GPS equipment can pinpoint 
exactly where each stake needs to be set. 
	 Better yet, the points of the stakes 
can be entered into the mapping system 
and marked, ready for construction. 
Scheduled jobs can be viewed via the 
system map. Once built, the poles can be 
labeled with the date of construction to 
maintain a history on 
every pole. Right-of-
way clearance is 
documented in 
the system. 

New development plats can be easily 
imported. Retired lines can be marked. 
	 In addition, staking engineers say 
it takes the guess work out of quoting a 
job. GIS gives them the exact distance of 
wire needed and helps them estimate the 
cost of a running a new service line. 
	 The mapping system is tied to the 
Cooperative’s AMR (automatic meter 
reading), OMS (outage management 
system) and billing system allowing the 
Cooperative to respond faster to outages.
	 Lineman have access to the OMS 
system in their trucks. The engineering 
department views the map on their com-
puters as well as a series of flat screen 
monitors mounted on the wall in our 
dispatch/operations area. We refer to this 
as our ‘War Room’ because it helps our 
operations department and linemen fight 
large outages. 
	 Outages appear on the map as they 
are called in. One thing to keep in mind: 
an outage does not appear on the map 
automatically when your power goes out. 
You must call in to notify the Coopera-
tive for dispatchers to manually enter 
your outage. 
	 The OMS does, however, enable 
dispatchers to query meters in real time, 
called “pinging” meters. In other words, 
they can send a signal to a meter to 
determine if a meter has power. If the 
problem does not appear on the Coopera-
tive’s side of the meter, we can suggest a 
member check their breaker. 
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Each dot (pixel) represents 6 inches in Adams County (top photo). All other counties in our 
service territory are represented at 1 meter per dot (bottom photo, shown using same image 
from an older map of Adams Co.)

	 Once a few outages are entered, 
the OMS can group related outages 
and predict outages down line. OMS 
will also help trace the cause of an 
outage, identifying a problem fuse or 
recloser. This provides timely infor-
mation to the linemen and helps all of 
us respond faster during an outage.
	 Outage and blink histories are 
stored in the system and data can be 
analyzed. Areas with high outage 
incidences can cost your Cooperative 
significant dollars for power restora-
tion over time. Historical data can 
help the Co-op study certain areas 
or specific members who have an 
unusual number of outages and fix 
problem areas more effectively.
	 The mapping system and OMS 
can be used as a damage assessment 
tool for broken poles, downed trees, 
etc. The maintenance supervisor can 
access the territory to schedule future 
tree trimming and spraying jobs. 	
	 The digital maps provide a 
backdrop for AVL (automated vehicle 
location). All of Adams Electric’s 
bucket trucks now have AVL. Dis-
patchers have real time information 
on every truck in our territory identif-
ing trucks in operation, those sitting 
idle and trucks on the move. Immedi-
ately, dispatchers know which crew is 
closest to an area needing assistance 
and can respond faster to trouble calls. 
	 AVL also improves safety by 
better tracking multiple crews during 
large outages. Making sure that crews 
know who is working in the same area 
and that they are not working on the 
same line is very critical during an 
emergency. 
	 The mapping system has proven 
to be an efficient resource for man-
aging data, planning, analyzing and 
communicating information. It is our 
goal, that by taking advantage of these 
technologies and by expanding upon 
their capabilities, the Cooperative’s 
member service and response time 
will be better than ever.
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” on WTAD every Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. 
Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives of 
Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To order Doug’s video or ask energy 
efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s 
columns, can also be found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

	 Congratulations once again to 
Larry and Nancy Ferrell who were the 
winners of the 2011 Energy Efficiency 
Makeover Contest sponsored by the 
Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas. 
What a great program to help a family 
and to teach others the practical ways 
to improve the energy efficiency of 
their homes. The Ferrells’ house is 
a perfect example of what I wrote 
about in the September issue about 
the thermostat. When we first met the 
family, the thermostat was set at over 
80 degrees to save money on their 
electricity bill. The house was hot 
and humid. When it was just too hot, 
the family would turn the thermostat 
down and let the air conditioner cool 
for awhile and then turn it back up. 
	 The house is now super efficient 
with the installation of a geothermal 
heating and cooling system and 
the family has agreed to leave the 
thermostat setting at 75 degrees. 
An installed meter tells us that it is 
costing about $1 per day to cool the 
house and it should be about the same 
for heating. Larry and Nancy are 
excited about the geothermal system. 
The house will be comfortable and 

the utility bills will be affordable 
throughout the year and Larry will not 
have to split any more firewood.
 	 I am regularly amazed by the 
number of folks that read my column. 
My wife and I visited an arts and crafts 
festival on Labor Day. While my wife 
was looking at some dresses, I asked 
the lady attendant about the show’s 
attendance and if she was enjoying 
the nice cool morning. I also asked 
if she was from another state and she 
replied that she lived near Huntsville. 
I asked her if she was an electric co-
op member and she said she was. I 
asked her if she ever read the Arkansas 
Living magazine and she quickly 
answered, “Yes, every month.” Then 
she said, “ I knew that you looked 
familiar. Mr. Rye, it is a pleasure 
to meet you. We have implemented 
several of the energy tips that you 
have suggested. And I think that the 
makeover program is amazing.” Wow, 
we love to hear comments like these.
	 My wife and I then proceeded 
down the path, past numerous tents, 
until we found something that 
we wanted to buy for one of our 
granddaughters. As we were paying 
for the items, the lady asked if I was 
the Doug Rye that wrote the energy 
articles for the Oklahoma Living 
magazine. I told her that I was and 
that the Arkansas electric co-ops were 
kind enough to share the articles with 
other states. She called her husband 
over and they proceeded to tell us 
that they had moved from a large city 
to a place on a river near Smithville, 

Okla., for a simpler life. They wanted 
to make their new house as affordable 
as possible and were in the process 
of implementing many of our energy 
tips. They were really interested in the 
feasibility of geothermal heating and 
cooling.
	 Well, there are many folks 
interested in geothermal. In fact, 
questions about geothermal are 
among the most common inquiries 
the local co-op’s member services 
representatives and I receive. Why, 
you may ask?  Because geothermal 
can provide comfortable heating and 
cooling at an operating cost far less 
than any other central system. It all 
has to do with the efficiency of the 
equipment. For example, a geothermal 
unit is four times as efficient as a 
gas furnace in providing heating for 
a house. That’s because the Earth 
donates most of the heat. On the 
cooling side, geothermal is about 
two times as efficient as a regular air 
conditioning unit because it operates 
from the temperature of Mother Earth 
rather than the temperature of the 
hot outside air. It really is simple and 
with the possible 30 percent federal 
tax credit, it is more feasible than 
ever. I suggest that you go to www.
smartenergytips.org and watch the 
workers drill the loops and install the 
geothermal unit at the Ferrells’ house.  
It really may be the time for you to 
install geothermal. And as always, feel 
free to call me at 501-653-7931 if you 
have other questions.

It may be time for geothermal
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Eight scholarships for 2012 will be awarded to Illinois high school 
seniors through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program.

Applicants will be judged on grade point average, college entrance exam scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic activities, and a short essay.

To receive additional information and an application, contact 
Adams Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797. Or, send an email to: 
ldotson@adamselectric.coop. Deadline to enter: December 31, 2011

Thomas H. Moore

Each scholarship 
will be worth

• 	4 scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of Illinois cooperative 
members for any two or four year accredited college in the United States.

•  	1 scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois cooperative 
employee/director for any school in the United States.

•  	2 scholarships are available for the son/daughter of an Illinois cooperative 
member, employee, or director for an Illinois 
community college.

•  	1 scholarship is reserved to help pay for costs to attend the 
lineworker’s school conducted by AIEC in conjunction with Lincoln 
Land Community College in Springfield, Illinois. This scholarship is 
available for the son or daughter of an Illinois cooperative 
employee or director; the son or daughter of an Illinois 
electric cooperative member; or for an individual who has 
served or is serving in the U.S. armed forces or National Guard. 
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Chocolate Cake in a Cup

Chocolate Cake 
in a Cup

4 Tbsp. flour		  1 egg
9 Tbsp. hot 		  3 Tbsp. water
    chocolate mix	 3 Tbsp. oil
1 pinch salt
Optional: Chocolate chips, marshmallows
or chocolate syrup
Mix ingredients in a bowl. Spray microwavable 
cup with cooking spray. Poor ingredients into 
cup. Microwave for 3 minutes on a paper towel. 
Makes 1-2 servings.

Honeybun Coffee Cake 
in a Cup

1/3 cup yellow 		  2 tsp. vegetable oil
or spice cake mix	 1 Tbsp. water
				    1 egg white
Topping:
2 tsp. brown sugar
1 tsp. pecans, finely chopped
1/4 tsp. cinnamon
Combine first four ingredients in a cup. Sprinkle 
topping mix over batter. Microwave 2 minutes. 
Let cool 1 minute in cup. Remove from cup 
and cut in half lengthwise. Serve immediately. 
Makes 1-2 servings.

Emergency Brownie
in a Cup

4 Tbsp. flour	 2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
4 Tbsp. sugar	 2 Tbsp. water
Dash of salt 
2 Tbsp. cocoa powder 
(Note: Don’t use cocoa mix)

Add the sugar, flour, salt, and cocoa 
to the cup and mix. Add oil and water 
and mix the dry and wet ingredients 
together thoroughly. Microwave on 
high for 1 minute and 15 seconds. 
You may have to microwave it longer 
or shorter, depending on your micro-
wave, but the brownie should still 
be wet in the center when done. This 
makes a fudgy brownie.

Spice Cake
4 Tbsp. flour	 1 egg white
3 Tbsp. sugar	 3 Tbsp. milk
2 tsp. ginger	 2 Tbsp. vegetable oil
    or cinnamon	 1/4 tsp. vanilla  	
1/8 tsp. baking 
    powder
    
Mix flour, sugar, spice and baking 
powder. Mix in egg white. Pour in 
milk, oil and vanilla. Mix well.
Microwave for 2 1/2 minutes (add 
30 seconds if necessary). Wait until 
it stops rising and sets in the cup 
before removing from microwave.

The recipe below is well-suited for gift-giving because it makes multiple 
servings. The other recipes listed on this page are perfect for a that single-
serving cake fix. However, all of them could be adapted for gifts. Be sure to 
include only dry ingredients in your cup when preparing them as a gift. 
Then, attach instructions and a list of the wet ingredients.

For all recipes, be 
sure to use a cup 
big enough to hold 
at least 1 1/2 cups 
of water.

Dessert in a Cup

Lemon Glaze Cake in a Cup
1 (18.5 oz.) pkg. yellow cake mix	
1 (3.4 oz.) pkg. instant vanilla pudding mix
2 2/3 cups powdered sugar
1/4 cup powdered lemonade mix
Place dry cake mix and dry pudding mix in a large bowl. Blend with 
a whisk. This makes about 4 to 4 1/2 cups of dry mix. Divide mix 
into 8 small plastic bags (about 1/2 cup each). Place mix into a cor-
ner of each bag and tie it there with a twist tie.
	 Make glaze mix: In a medium bowl, combine powdered sugar 
and lemonade mix. Divide into 8 small plastic bags and close bag 
with a twist tie. Attach each glaze mix to the cake mix bags with a 
twist tie. Place one set of bags into each cup. 
	 Attach the following instructions to each cup:
For Cake in a Cup: Generously spray inside of cup with cooking 
spray. Empty contents of cake mix packet in cup. Add 1 egg, 1 Tbsp. 
oil, and 1 Tbsp. water. Mix 15 seconds, carefully mixing in all dry 
mix. Microwave on full power for 2 minutes. While cake is cooking, 
place ingredients from glaze into a small container and add 1 1/2 tsp. 
water. Mix well. When cake is done, pour glaze over cake in cup. 
Enjoy while warm.
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The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!
Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop

Yes, there’s an 
app for that! 
With the new 
TogetherWeSave.com 
smart phone app – 
you can receive a 
“tip of the day” 
reminder of ways 
to save energy and 
money around 
your home.

Available now for iPhone,
Droid, and Blackberry.
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Christmas at the Mill
Dec. 4 (10am-5pm), Prairie 
Mills Windmill Hall, Golden. 
Soup, sandwiches, desserts & 
beverages all day. Christmas music, 
entertainment & handmade crafts. 

Brown Co. Christmas Food 
Basket Donations Accepted
Dec. 7 & 8 (8:30am-5pm), KC Hall. 
Christmas food baskets & personal 
care bags will be prepared for Brown 
Co. families in need. Donations will 
be accepted. (217) 773-3233

Heather’s Tumble-N-Tap
Christmas Recital
Dec. 10 (2pm), Cornerstone 
Christian Church, Rt. 24, Mt. 
Sterling. (217) 773-4478

Christmas is in the Air
Choral Concert
Dec. 10 (7:30pm), Salem Church, 
9th & State, Quincy. Traditional 
& sacred holiday music as well 
as a “Messiah” sing-along w/ the 
audience. $15/adults, $12/seniors 
& children are free.

Rudulph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer Marionette 
Puppet Show
Dec. 12 (6:30pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Experience the magic of 
puppetry as the beloved tale is 
brought to life. Call (217) 223-1309 
to register.

Live Nativity
Dec. 10 & 11 (5-7pm), First Baptist 
Church southeast parking lot, Mt. 
Sterling. Live portrayal of Christ’s 
birth w/ live animals. Free hot 
chocolate, coffee & cookies. 
(217) 773-3562

Christmas Meal
Dec. 25 (11:30am carryouts, 12:00pm 
meal), Mt. Sterling United Methodist 
Church. Christmas meal provided 
to community for free. Carryouts & 
transportation available. Contact 
(217) 773-2027

Walk of 10,000 Cookies
Dec. 3 (8:30am-3pm), Union United 
Methodist Church, 1101 State, 
Quincy. Browse thousands of 
cookies in beautiful holiday displays. 
Purchase a cookie package for 
yourself or surprise someone with a 
delivery by carolers. Kids will enjoy 
pictures w/ Mr. and Mrs. Claus, 
making toys & cookie ornaments in 
Santa’s workshop. Claus’ Cafe will 
be open w/ hot chocolate, coffee 
& holiday movies. Door prizes and 
family fun awaits! Proceeds to 
benefit local missions.

Christmas in Versailles
Dec. 3 (10am-2pm), Old Versailles 
School. Lunch, kids booths, movies 
& Santa arrives at 1pm. (217) 225-
9046

Crossroad Country Opry
Dec. 3 (7pm), Unity High School, 
Mendon. Sponsored by Loraine 
Lions Club. Cost: $7.50/advance, 
$8/at the door. (217) 242-0975

Christmas in the 
Log Cabin Village
Dec. 3 & 4, Quinsippi Island. 
Saturday Evening (5-7:30pm) -
Tin punch lanterns will light a path 
from cabin to cabin. Christmas 
entertainment in the log church, 
a home decorated for a family 
Christmas, bonfires, roasting 
chestnuts to sample, holiday 
refreshments and more. Cost: 
$7.50/high school & up, $3/
elementary & little ones are free. 
Sunday Afternoon (1-4pm) -
Open House to see the village 
decorated for Christmas. Donation 
asked for Sunday.
Event hosted by Friends of the Log 
Cabins. (217) 257-6865

Lunch & Learn 
for Gardeners
Dec. 1 (Noon-1pm), U of I Extension, 
710 Maple, Rushville. Cheryl 
Wheelhouse, 4 All Seasons florist, 
will demonstrate creative ways to 
refresh your home with greenery for 
the holidays. Lunch available (turkey 
sandwich, fruit & nut salad & drink) 
or you may bring your own. Cost: $7. 
Reservations for lunch must be made 
by Nov. 28. (217) 322-3381

Texas Tranzplants
1st Annual Holiday 
Kick-off Fundraiser
Dec. 1 (6-8pm), Phoenix Opera 
House, Rushville. Refreshments, 
great music from local musicians 
& door prizes. All proceeds benefit 
Schuyler County Food Basket & 
Relay for Life. $5 donation requested 
at the door. Raffle tickets for $5 each.

Timewell Christmas 
Fun Nights
Dec. 1, 8 & 15 (6:30-8:30pm), Old 
Timewell School Gym. Christmas 
celebrations, crafts, play time & 
refreshments. Santa will visit on the 
15th. (217) 773-3700

Christmas in The Village
Dec. 2 (4-8pm), Camp Point. 
Carriage rides, caroling, life size 
Candy Land game, a scavenger hunt, 
Santa and more.

Breakfast with Santa
Dec. 3 (8:30-10:30am), Union United 
Methodist Church, 1101 State, 
Quincy. Children will be able to sit 
on Santa’s lap & get a picture taken 
(for a small fee). Profits benefit local 
missions. Breakfast is $6/adult, $4/
ages 3+, 2 & under are free.

Calendar of Events

Photo: “Rushville at Christmas” by Richard Fishel
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Waterfurnace is the smarter choice in energy systems 
because its remarkable technology uses the the earths ability to store heat.  
You can reduce your carbon footprint and utility bills at the same time. 
WaterFurnace geothermal systems use the free, renewable energy 
found in your own back yard to save up to 70% on heating, 
cooling, and hot water costs.

Get a FREE Evaluation of your current energy system
... chances are we'll save you money!

Saving money is smart.  And we can help you do that!

A smarter way to heat
and cool your house.
A smarter way to heat
and cool your house.

www.petersheatingandair.com

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600

975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 



I’M HELPING MY ENERGY STAR ®

TV REALLY SHINE.
Who would’ve thought? Just  by turning the TV off  when I ’m 
not using i t  and using the sleep t imer at  n ight,  I ’m making my 
ENERGY STAR® qual i f ied TV even more eff ic ient .  Now we’re 
both energy stars.  What can you do? Find out how the l i t t le 
changes add up at  TogetherWeSave.com . TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


