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The Cooperative Desk
The article “Buying a Bulb” (Nov. 2011
issue), I think, was incomplete? That is, 
many of those bulbs are not an instant-
on light. That slight delay drives the 
wife crazy. 
Edward L. Mills

Good question! You have a couple options. The old CFLs 
had a magnetic ballast and flickered when they came on. 
Newer CFLs have an electronic ballast. Your best bet is to 
look for a CFL marked “Instant On”. 
 Another option is a hybrid CFL which became 
available in November 2010. They have no warm-up 
delay. They combine a halogen lamp with a CFL. The 
halogen light comes on first. Then once the CFL reaches 
full brightness, the halogen is switched off. I have not 
been able to locate one of these bulbs locally but I have 
found them online.   
 
Thank you so much for the $500 grant we recently 
received from the Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny 
Power program. This will enable us to serve more 
children in the five counties that we serve, which 
translates into more productive citizens and healthier 
communities.
 These funds will help sponsor a Little Brother or 
Sister in the match process, helping another child acquire 
a positive adult role model in the coming months.
 Thanks again for Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
continuing support to our community. It is very much 
appreciated!
Sincerely,
Kathy Brink, Program Director
Big Brother Big Sisters of West Central Illinois

Thank you so much for awarding a $500 Penny Power 
grant to our school’s Title I reading program. The funds 
that we received will allow us to expand our “Read 
Naturally” program. 
With much appreciation,
Becky Cottingham

Duane Jones (AEC Lineman),
 Thank you so much for your help with our Big Truck 
Night last week! Even with the cold and rain, the kids 
really enjoyed it. We appreciate the time you took out of 
your schedule to attend!
Thanks again,
PACT staff
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The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Affordable HVAC

Facebook

Ask how you can 

switch to the 

7¢/kWh rate

with an 
all-electric home.

(217) 593-7701

Air Conditioners

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the 

winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on 

the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the 

breaker. Doing so sends a signal 

that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have 

questions, call the engineering 

department at (217) 593-7701.

Youth Tour

High school sophomores/juniors:
 Tell us what you know about cooperatives and why you should be chosen to represent Adams Electric. You just might be one of our winners of an all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. Download an application at:www.adamselectric.coop/youthprograms.html or call (800) 232-4797



by Jim 
Thompson PE, 
General Manager

The New Home 
Issue continues 
to be one of our 
most favored 
and anticipated 

Adams Outlet publications. All 
members love to look at the 
beautiful new homes being built in 
our area. The members highlighted 
in this issue have all-electric 
homes and are taking advantage of 
Cooperative incentive programs. 
The Cooperative has always been 
a big promoter of energy efficient 
technology.

Included in this issue are true 
testimonials of satisfied members 
using geothermal and air-to-air 
heat pumps. These members 
are enjoying the benefits of the 
Cooperative’s 7¢/kWh controlled 
heating and cooling rate. 

In the future, you just might 
see electric cars sitting in the 
driveways of these members’ 
homes! The Cooperative embraces 
this technology and is excited 
about its potential. With the 
Cooperative’s current metering 
technology and distribution 
system, we are well positioned to 
help members take advantage of 
electric cars. We have the potential 
to help grow this technology 
similar to what we have done 
with geothermal. 

Quick notes on 
some other topics:

The Brown County Wind Turbine 
(BCWT) open house was a 
great success. We registered 283 
visitors. The turnout was higher 
for this open house than the Pigeon 

Creek open house. We were 
blessed with great weather and 
plenty of wind that day. The 
BCWT has already produced 
approximately 900,000 kWhs 
through the end of November.

The Pigeon Creek Wind Turbine 
has been operating very well 
since the generator was replaced 
in May. The availability of the 
unit has been approximately 
95% over the last several 
months. The Cooperative has 
a five year warranty on the 
turbine. The manufacturer has 
been good about correcting 
any of the problems. The 
Cooperative is finalizing a longer 
term maintenance and service 
agreement for this turbine that 
will assure continued success 
into the future.

The wind storm at the end 
of June cost the Cooperative 
approximately $500,000. The 
Cooperative took measures to 
lessen the impact of the storm 
on our financials. At that time, 
the Cooperative went through 
the budget and cut expenses the 
remainder of the year. It looks 
like the actions taken will be 
successful. Through the end 
of October, the Cooperative is 
within $60,000 of its budgeted 
(before the storm) Net Operating 
Margins for a total Net 
Operating Margin of $340,951.  
Before retiring capital credits 
to our members (which has 
been done in December the last 
several years), the Cooperative 
wants to review the November 
and December financials before 
making any decision.

Merry Christmas to all of our 
members! We hope you have a 
wonderful holiday season!

Notes from the Manager
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2012
New Home Issue

Adams Electric Cooperative’s office will be closed
January 2 for the New Year’s Day holiday. 
To report an outage, call (800) 232-4797.

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
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Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.
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Laura Dotson
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Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
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Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville



What is it? 
The earth absorbs solar 
energy making it a fairly 
constant 55°F all year long. 
Geothermal systems extract 
the earth’s energy to heat and 
cool your home. Because 
it uses the earth’s natural 

temperature, geothermal is among the most efficient 
and comfortable heating and cooling technologies 
available. Loops are set underground horizontally (the 
most popular), vertically, in a lake or pond, or in a 
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Ground Source Heat Pump
(Geothermal)

Air-To-Air Heat Pump

Building a new home or even remodeling requires an enormous amount of decision making. This issue may help make 
some of those decisions a little easier. Can’t decide between geothermal or an air-to-air heat pump? Or, who should install 
your new system? Wanting the name of a good builder or other contractor? Our annual “New Home Issue” is your key. 
 The members featured in this issue have provided testimonials based on their experiences. The homes represented 
were chosen based on their availability and the Member’s willingness to participate at the time of publication. Keep in 
mind, the Cooperative can not recommend one contractor over another. The homes represented in this issue are only a 
handful of many contractors in this area. We’d like to thank these members for their time and for providing valuable feed-
back. Congratulations to all of our new home owners! 

Loans are available for geothermal heat pumps, air-to-
air heat pumps, energy-efficient windows, doors, and 
insulation. Call Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797 for 
more information.

What is it? 
An air-to-air heat pump 
moves heat. It absorbs heat 
from outdoor air pumping 
it indoors during the winter. 
In the summer, it absorbs 
heat from indoors pumping 
it outside. When operating in 

optimal conditions (about 30-65 degrees), a heat pump 
is extremely efficient. When outdoor temperatures be-
come too cold, the heat pump needs to run constantly 
to produce enough heat to maintain a comfortable 

Which is right for you?

How do I pay for it?

well. Geothermal systems provide both heating and 
air conditioning, and even hot water.
Geothermal systems are environmentally clean, very 
quiet, and produce no dangerous gases. There is no 
outside unit and they are four times more efficient 
than a gas furnace. Geothermal costs more to install 
but the upfront cost is an investment that pays off 
with long-term savings. Geothermal systems can save 
30-70% on heating and cooling bills. They are highly 
durable and reliable. Your home must be well-insu-
lated and the system must be sized properly to get the 
most benefit for your investment.

indoor temperature. Therefore, a backup furnace 
(either electric or gas) is needed to provide 
adequate heat. 
Providing a constant temperature, an air-to-air heat 
pump is quite comfortable. The only sound you’ll 
hear is the fan. An air-to-air heat pump is efficient and 
can save 30-50% on heating and cooling bills depend-
ing on the size of the home. The higher the SEER 
rating, the more efficient your heat pump will be. As 
with any heating and cooling system, air leaks must 
be sealed and your home must be properly insulated. 

Members with electric heating systems may choose 
to participate in the Cooperative’s load control pro-
gram and receive a reduced rate of 7¢/kWh for all 
their electric heating, cooling and water heating usage. 

What are the incentives from Adams Electric?
Members who purchase a new geothermal, air-to-air 
heat pump or other electric heating system qualify for 
rebates. Call Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797 for 
more information. 
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Service All Brands Free Estimates on ReplacementsResidential & Commercial

Quincy, IL

217-221-1600 AireServ.com/Quincy
Locally owned & operated by David and Janet Arns     

7 Days a Week 
24 Hours a Day

Why Call Us First... Our Services...

• Never an overtime charge
• You know the price, before we start
• Clean professional technicians
• Work always guaranteed
• Extended warranty programs

• Furnace & air handlers
• Air conditioners & heat pumps
• Geothermal
• Comprehensive maintenance
• Indoor air quality specialists
• Always clean up after our work
• Boilers
• Comfort Air & Heating Cooling products

Geothermal 
Heating & 

Cooling Products
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Homeowners: Jared & Lindsay Allensworth
Pictured: Jace, Jared, Lindsay and Lakin
Occupations: Jared is a General Contractor 
and Co-Owner of J&N Construction
Move-In Date: July 2011
Square Footage: 4,200 sq. ft.

 “Peters does a lot of work for us on 
the homes we build. We had a Water-
Furnace system in our old house and 
were pleased with the performance of the 
system and the quality of their work.
 This is our third home with geother-
mal and the cost savings are remarkable. 
We bought a 1,500 sq. ft. ranch with 
forced air gas to live in while we were 
building this home and our utility bills 
are the same or sometimes lower than we 
were paying there.”

Advice: 
“Don’t start a house in February 

if you can predict we are going to get a 
20” snow. Ha! Ha!”

Builder: J&N Construction, 
General Contractors, Inc.
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating 
& Air Conditioning
Heating System: Geothermal

Homeowners: 
Kenneth & Lora Vogler
Occupations: 
Ken is a rural postal 
carrier and farmer. 
Lora is a registered nurse 
for McDonough District 
Hospital.
Move-In Date: April 2011
Square Footage: 
1,600 sq. ft.
Builder: 
Kirkham Construction 
of Camden
HVAC Contractor: 
Davis Electric, Plumbing, 
Heating, and Cooling, Inc. 
of Rushville 
Heating System: 
Geothermal
Kitchen Cabinets 
& Bathroom Vanities: 
Bear Creek Custom Mill 
Work of Carthage

 “We chose Davis Electric because they 
are a local contractor that is very experienced 
and knowledgeable regarding geothermal systems. 
They were very easy to work with. 
 We chose geothermal for its efficiency and it provides 
us with very even heating and cooling.
 Bear Creek Custom Mill Work of Carthage constructed and installed our kitchen cabinets and bathroom 
vanities. Kory was very professional, efficient, and prompt working with us to develop just the kitchen we wanted.
 Adams Electric Cooperative worked with us to provide power to our building site and were very prompt in 
responding to our needs.” 

Advice: 
“Go into the process as an adventure, have

patience, and expect delays. We dug the basement in Sept. 
2009 and had a lot of weather delays. Work and communicate 

through the whole project to end up with a home everyone
enjoys. Ken and I did as much of the work we could

ourselves which slowed the process  but at the 
same time increased our sense of ownership and

accomplishment. We continue to work 
on landscaping.”
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Homeowners: Daniel & Anna Mowen
Pictured: Charlette, Anna & Daniel
Occupations: Daniel is a Natural 
Fertilizer Applicator  and Anna is 
a Real-Estate Appraiser.
Move-In Date: August 2011

 “Brad Graham & Gene Klauser 
are close friends. We think very highly 
of them. They were fast and very 
thorough. 
 Keck offered the best price and 
great service. 
 We wanted an all-electric home 
and the best price was the heat pump.”

Square Footage: 1,920 sq. ft.
Builder: Graham & Klauser 
Construction
HVAC Contractor: Keck Heating 
& Air Conditioning

Homeowners: Brad & Traci Graham
Pictured: Jackilyn, Brad, Evan, Traci 
& Lanessa
Occupations: Brad is a construction worker 
and Traci is a bus driver
Move-In Date: April 2011
Square Footage: 2,800 sq. ft.
Builder: Graham & Klauser Construction
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating 
& Air Conditioning 
Heating System: WaterFurnace Geothermal
Digging Basement & Septic System: 
Dreyer Construction

 “We did our own concrete framing, siding, 
soffit, roof, electric, hardwood flooring, trim and 
design work. I like to cut down on subcontrac-
tors to cut down on cost and call backs.
 I chose Peters because I have used them on 
many homes in the past and had very few prob-
lems. I chose geothermal because of its efficiency 
and I had the lake to put my loops in for even 
better efficiency.
 We have had geothermal in the past. My 
wife loves the geothermal system because her 
skin doesn’t seem as dry and she notices a reduc-
tion in dust and static.
 We’d like to thank Dreyer Construction, 
Brent McGlaughlin, Alex Neisen, Brinkman 
Plumbing, Bernzen Lumber, Gem City Con-
crete, Andy Mann, Brian Schuette Construc-
tion, Ascheman & Huber Masonry, Concord 
Cabinets and Overhead Door.” 

Advice: 
“Try to utilize your square footage and 

use a good builder. Get as much light as possible in your
basement and insulate well.”

Materials: Bernzen Lumber
Spray Cellulose Insulation: 
Brent McGlaughlin
Drywall: Alex Neisen 
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Concrete: Gem City Concrete
Tile Work: Andy Mann
Construction Help: 
Brian Schuette Construction
Brick & Stone Work: 
Ascheman & Huber Masonry
Cabinets & Furniture: 
Concord Cabinets
Garage Doors: Overhead Door

Heating System: Electric Air-to-Air 
Heat Pump
Cabinets: Miller Cabinet 
(Canton, Missouri)
Drywall & Trim: Russ Tunkin
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Where Are You Now?
Jot down information on your current 
heating and cooling system. Look up the 
model number. Take note of the age, main-
tenance history, and your usage.

Ask For a List
Adams Electric has compiled a list of 
area geothermal contractors. We would 
be happy to email (or mail) you a copy. 
(Email: ldotson@adamselectric.coop)

Ask Around
Talk to your friends, family members, 
neighbors and co-workers. Find out who 
installed their HVAC system. What type of 
system did they choose? How was their 
experience? Are they still happy?

Call References
Ask contractors for a list of references and 
call them. Was their installation completed 
on time and on budget? Ask about the sys-
tem’s performance and if there have been 
any maintenance issues. How would they 
rate the service after the sale? 

Look for Energy Star
Shop for systems that qualify for the 
Energy Star rating. These systems must 
meet strict energy-efficiency standards 
and offer long-term savings. 

Ask About Rebates 
and Special Offers
Ask your contractor if any of the brands 
you are inquiring about have any special 
offers or rebates. Don’t forget that Adams 
Electric offers rebates for geothermal, 
air-to-air heat pumps and other electric 
heating systems.

Home Evaluation
A good HVAC contractor will inspect 
your home to assess your needs. Your 
new system should be sized based on 
the size of your home, level of insulation 
and windows. The contractor should 
also inspect your duct work for leaks 
and proper insulation.

Ask for a Savings Comparison
Based on your previous usage and 
system, you may be able to get an 
estimate from your contractor of the 
savings between a new system and 
your old system.

Compare Estimates
When comparing estimates between 
contractors, compare cost, energy 
efficiency, and warranties. Remem-
ber a more energy efficient system 
may cost more up front but will be 
much cheaper to operate and save 
more money over time.

Get it in Writing
Get the model number, installation 
schedule and warranty information 
in writing before the job begins. 

Source: energystar.gov
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Local service, local people...Adams is your local source for your
telecommunications needs. Adams has provided the area with quality,

a�ordable telecommunications service since 1952.

Telephone • Cable TV • Internet 

(877) 696-4611 • www.adams.net

Adams...the better way to connect.
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It is the time of year when I hear this 
question over and over -- “Should we 
buy an individual room heater?”
 As winter inches closer, you will 
start seeing an assortment of individual 
room heaters for sale near the entry 
of the home center, the drug store, the 
grocery store, the farm store and other 
retail outlets. You may get different 
types of mail explaining why you 
should buy a certain room heater. You 
might see a full page ad in a newspaper 
or magazine telling you that you might 
save up to 30 percent to 40 percent on 
your heating bill if you purchase and 
use a certain room heater. There are 
tall heaters and there are short heat-
ers. There are heaters with lights and 
heaters with no lights. Some have fans 
and some do not. Some swivel back and 
forth to blow the air in different direc-
tions. Some look a little like a wood-
burning fireplace. Others are in a nice 
looking cabinet with a cat sleeping on 
the top. And lastly, some cost $50 and 
others may cost $350. 
 Well, it all sounds interesting but it 
can also be confusing. Therefore, many 
of you ask me or the folks at your local 

It’s That Time of Year Again
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye, 

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

electric co-op for advice. We, in turn, 
just try to give you the facts. Then you 
can make the decision. First, please 
understand that some room heaters are 
safer than others. I shutter when I hear 
a story about a child who has thrown a 
blanket over an open heater and a fire 
has occurred. Many fires occur each 
winter related to room heaters. 
 I think that you will find that just 
about all of the advertised room heaters 
are rated at about 1,500 watts because 
that is about the maximum that you 
can plug into a regular 110-volt outlet 
without overloading the breaker. The 
formula is: amps x volts = watts. A 
typical outlet would be 15 amps x 110 
volts = 1,650 watts. At 1,650 watts, 
that circuit could support a room heater 
and a couple of table lamps. (A typical 
handheld dryer uses 1,500 watts.)
 Another formula that applies is: 
watts x 3.41 = British thermal units 
(Btu) per hour. So, regardless of how 
the 1,500-watt heater looks or sounds, 
or whether it uses lamps or elements, 
it can deliver a maximum of 5,115 Btu 
per hour for heat. In most cases, they 
deliver less than the maximum and are 
rated at 3,500 to 4,500 Btu per hour. 
My calculations show that a 12-foot by 
12-foot room with 4-inch R11-insulat-
ed walls, a 6-inch R19-insulated ceiling 
and 2- to 3-foot by 4-foot  windows, 
would require about 4,400 Btu per hour 
of heat on a cold winter day. A 1,500-
watt heater would probably heat that 
room if you kept the door to the room 
closed. 
 Now, for the rest of the story. ALL 
space heaters, regardless of their fuel 
source, cost money to operate. How-
ever, electric space heaters are 100 per-

cent energy efficient and do not emit 
moisture or harmful carbon monoxide. 
When used properly, they are safer 
alternatives to firewood, propane or 
natural gas space heaters. 
 Some manufacturers proclaim their 
heaters use about the same amount 
of electricity as a small coffee pot, 
which may sound really good. Others 
say their heater only uses 15 cents per 
hour, which may also sound good. The 
truth is, on a cold winter day electric 
heaters cost about $3.60 per day or 
$108 per month to heat one room if 
the unit is running 24/7. Propane and 
natural gas units, which have more 
volatile fuel costs, can cost even more 
to operate. 
 Many find these facts quite a shock 
to their wallet. But, there is an afford-
able solution to home comfort and 
manageable utility bills. That solution 
is proper energy efficiency construc-
tion and a properly installed heat pump 
or geothermal system. I can heat two 
and a half rooms with a heat pump 
for $2 a day and with geothermal, I 
could heat five rooms for $2 per day. 
At a new house built to our energy 
standards, we could heat about 3,000 
square feet for $2 per day.
 It is not my intent to suggest that 
you buy or not buy a room heater, 
because that is none of my business. I 
just want you to know the facts. Gener-
ally speaking, the only time that I think 
it is feasible to use an individual room 
heater is when one simply can’t afford 
to heat the whole house. As always, 
feel free to call me if you have ques-
tions @ 501-653-7931, and for more 
energy savings tips visit www.smarten-
ergytips.org.

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County 
and the popular host of the “Home Remedies” 
radio show, works as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote energy 
efficiency to cooperative members statewide. Source: 
Rural Arkansas Magazine
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Get answers at petersheatingandair.com

If you are too, then call us about 

WaterFurnace Geothermal Energy.  

By combining stored earth energy 

with safe electric power, you could 

realize savings up to 70% for  

heating, cooling, and hot water.  

That’s some serious savings!

It’s quiet, reliable and  

environmentally friendly, too.

Ask us for a FREE Evaluation of your 

current Energy System and about 

the Federal Tax Credit available on 

Geothermal systems. Chances are 

we’ll save you real money, every 

month in every season!

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368� 
1975 Keokuk Street • Hamilton, IL • (217) 8�47-2777 
1401 West Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 28�5-1600
Also in Hannibal, Troy, Columbia & Kirksville, MO

The Area’s Preferred Energy Saving Provider!
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Question:  What is HBAQ?
Answer:  The Home Builders Association of Quincy is 
a locally governed non-profit organization. Member-
ship is comprised of new home builders, remodelers and 
any businesses that supply materials or services for the 
home construction process.
 Our membership represents builders and suppliers 
who have chosen to adhere to the code of ethics of the 
National Association of Home Builders and the stan-
dards of the Illinois Quality Assurance program.
Question:  What kind of topics have been discussed at 
recent HBAQ meetings?
Answer:  Recently some big topics have been new codes 
that are trying to be adopted into 2012 such as man-
dated residential fire sprinklers for all new construction 
single family homes. We have also discussed changes to 
local energy codes and new products.
Question:  Why should builders and associated organi-
zations join HBAQ?
Answer:  Our organization is focused on educating our 
members about the latest trends and new products to 
the home building market. When you join our local 
organization you automatically become a member at 
the state and national level. It is also a great way to 
make professional connections and share what your 
business has to offer.
Question:  What events and other functions are 
sponsored by HBAQ?
Answer: We hold monthly membership meetings from 
January thru May and September thru November. Our 
summer picnic and steak cookout is held in June. In Oc-
tober is our annual Parade of Homes fundraiser where 
local builders showcase their new construction for the 
community to tour. We held our charity house project 
last year for the first time and are planning another 
project for 2012.
Question:  How has the economy affected the home 
building market?
Answer:  While the state of the economy has devastated 
the housing market in some areas of the country our 
area is still growing and doing well. Because of 
appraisal values coming in slightly lower than they were 

5 years ago people may be building more 
conservatively but most importantly they are 
still building. Our builders and businesses are 
busy and new homes are going up everywhere.
Question:  What energy efficiency measures 
do you feel should be a priority for someone 
building a new home? 
Answer:  Building a home with 2x6 exterior 
construction and cellulose insulation gives 
you a tight home. Also using energy star 
rated products such as windows and doors 
is important. 

Question:  When does your current term as president of 
HBAQ expire? 
Answer:  My term ends in December. Brent Bockenfeld 
will be the president in 2012.
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 Many Adams Electric members 
participate in a load control program. 
The program allows the Cooperative to 
reduce the total amount of electricity 
used by its members (as a whole) during 
times of high electric demand, such as 
the hottest days of the summer. The 
load control program runs year round 
(typically May through October for air 
conditioners). 
 Members who choose to participate 
in the program allow the Cooperative 
to control their central air-conditioning 
units and electric water heaters. In 
return, these members receive a reduced 
rate for their electric heating, cooling 
and water heating.
 During load control, all central air 
conditioner compressors are cycled 
a maximum of 15 minutes “on” and 
a maximum of 15 minutes “off,” but 
the fan is allowed to run at all times. 
Electric water heaters are turned “off” 
for the entire interruption.
 In order to perform load control, 
the Cooperative installs a load control 

receiver (also referred to as a “switch”) 
at the member’s home. If you are unsure 
whether you are participating in load 
control, look for a receiver similar to the 
example shown at right located near the 
condensing unit, the main meter or by 
the water heater.
 Load control can take place at any 
time year round. Nearly 40% of Adams 
Electric members participate in load 
control making it impossible to notify 
everyone when an interruption 
will occur. 
 However, if you participate in any 
of our load control programs (CHC, 
CAC or CWH), you can determine 
when we are controlling by looking at 
your receiver. A red or amber (yellow) 
light(s) means the Cooperative is 
performing a load control. A green light 
means we are only testing the receiver. 
No light is normal and means we are not 
interrupting. This information should 
help answer your questions during load 
control periods. 
 If your breaker is turned off and 

then back on due to an outage or home 
repairs, the red light on your control 
switch will remain on for 15 minutes. 
If the light does not go out after 15 
minutes, contact the Cooperative.
 If you have additional questions, 
please feel free to call the Cooperative 
and we’d be happy to assist you. Call 
Adams Electric Cooperative at (217) 
593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

To identify 
an interrup-
tion, look 
for a red 
or amber 
light(s) in 
this area.

A green 
light means 
we are only 
testing the 
receiver. 

No light 
is normal 
and means 
there is no 
interruption 
taking place.

Load Control:  What is it and how does it work?

Homeowners: John & Nicole Blewett
Pictured: Kiersten, Gavin, Nikki, John, 
Marlee & Katti
Occupations: The Blewetts have been 
co-managers of Cedar Lakes Campground 
for 9 years. John works for the City of 
Quincy and is owner of Blewett 
Construction. Nicole is a teacher at 
Blessed Sacrament Catholic School
Move-In Date: November 2010
Square Footage: 2,400 sq. ft. house 
& 1,200 sq. ft. garage
Builder: Blewett Construction
HVAC Contractor: Huseman Electric 
Heating System: Air-to-Air Heat Pump
Framing: Dan Stout, Jarrod Ripperda, 
Randy Dietrich & John Blewett
Concrete: Dan Stout, John Blewett 
& Jarrod Ripperda

    “John worked 24-7 on the house and was devoted to making our 
house a home for our family. However, he has decided he will never build another house. 
 For our HVAC contractor, we wanted to choose someone local; a friend recommended 
Warren (Husemann).”
 We wanted a system that we could hook an outside wood burner to in the future. We are 
all set up for the outside burner once we purchase one.
 Home Depot was great to work with, especially the employees at the Pro Desk. Also, a 
big thank you to our close friends who helped us and to Lucy Miller (Nicole’s grandma) for 
letting us live with her while building our home. Since we went all electric, Adams Electric put 
in a 7-cent meter for part of the electric and it has helped with the cost. 
 Dan Stout, Randy Dietrich, and Jarrod Ripperda assisted with framing and finishing the 
outside of the house.” 

Advice: 
“Do your research on all aspects of building

your home. Also, talk to others who have built a home 
and ask them what they like about their homes and what

they would do differently. Make sure you think of your floor 
plan/design if you’re planning on staying in the 

house when you’re older.”

Family photo by Herring Photography
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Take Control 
of How & When
You Use Electricity

Adams Electric Cooperative will be introducing the 
Rate Wattcher Residential Smart Grid RTP (real time 
pricing) Pilot Program next month. 

The study will take place starting in the fall of 2012
and end December 31, 2015. During the 3-year study, 
enrollees will pay for electricity based on wholesale 
market day-ahead pricing. The Cooperative hopes to 
determine member reactions to this type of rate structure.
Will members vary their usage patterns based on the
hourly price of electricity? Will members take an active
role in managing their own electric bills?

Participation in the program is limited to the first 125 
enrollees. Details and an enrollment form will be 
provided in the February Adams Outlet.
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Homeowners: Greg & Barb Epker
Pictured: Greg, Riley & Barb
Occupations: Greg is a self-
employed Mechanic for Epker 
Automotive and Barb is Payroll 
Administrator for Titan Wheel 
Corp. of Illinois
Move-In Date: August 2011
Square Footage: 1,700 sq. ft.

Builder: J&N Construction
HVAC Contractor: Bruening 
Heating & Air Conditioning
Heating System: 
Hybrid Heat Pump
Carpet, Tile, Hardwood 
& Paint: Midwest Paint
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Concrete: Dick Richmiller 
Drywall: Dave Bent Drywall
Electric: AK Electric
Masonry Work: John Bailey

 “Word of mouth and Parade of Homes tours was why we chose J&N. We enjoyed working with 
Jared and Nick and their crew. They were very precise on detail of the home, which in the end, it showed. 
 We’ve known Bruce at Bruening Heating for years – there was no other choice. The Bryant well-
known name and the price were also a factor. There were other brands but like the saying goes ‘You get 
what you pay for.’
 The hybrid heat pump is comparable to geothermal but the cost to install is less. Less to go wrong 
with it in need of repairs. Bryant Hybrid Heat Pump is the way to go – very quiet – can’t hear it run. 
Low bills. Very satisfied.
 Special thanks to Jeff at Midwest Paint for carpet, tile, hardwood and paint. We were also very 
pleased with Dryer Construction, Brinkman Plumbing, Dick Richmiller Concrete, Dave Bent Drywall, 
AK Electric, and John Bailey for masonry work. Tim Brecht with Adams Electric was excellent to work 
with on the installation of the underground electric service.”

Advice: 
“Do your research before you sit down with a 

contractor. Have a floor plan picked out. Tour as many 
homes as you can to get ideas. Start picking out cabinets, 
flooring, etc. before you build; the time goes fast and there 

are a lot of decisions to make at once.”

Homeowners: Travis & Michelle Wolfmeyer
Occupations: Travis is the General Manager 
at LubePros and Michelle is the Large Project 
Lead at Blessing Hospital
Move-In Date: April 2011

 “We chose J & N based on their 
reputation. They were great to work 
with and made the entire process very 
simple. 
 We had used Peters previously 
and were happy with their customer 
service.
 We chose geothermal for the effi-
ciency and lower utility bills. The fact 
that it is so quiet is an added bonus.
 We really enjoyed working with 
Clint at Midwest Paint; he helped us 
with a lot of decisions about cabinets, 
flooring and paint.”

Advice: 
“Be prepared to make 

a lot of decisions.”

Square Footage: 2,500 sq. ft.
Builder: J&N Construction
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating 
& Air Conditioning
Heating System: Geothermal 

Cabinets, Flooring & Paint: Midwest Paint
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Stone: Halfpap & Huber Masonry
Garage: Bruening Overhead Door
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Key Features
• Interior light package and mirror
• Whitetail Buck/Doe scene or scroll graphics

Anti-Pry Features
• 12-gauge steel body
• Fully reinforced integrated door frame

Interior/Convenience and 
Appearance Features
• DPX® Storage System
• Two DPX® Handgun Pouches
• Deluxe three-spoke handle
• Elevated fl oor makes removing guns easier
• Baked-on, high-gloss fi nish

1200° F/45 Min. Standard 
Fire Protection

ST34F

Select Series

217-221-9300
5100 Broadway • Quincy, IL

www.gamemastersoutdoors.com
browning.com

DPX® 
Storage 
System
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