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The Cooperative Desk
Thank you very much for giving us another
Penny Power Grant this year. We were able
to replace some of the flowers that did not
survive last year and add more flowers to
the library project for this year. 
 Thanks again for choosing our club to receive 
another grant. 
Camp Point Co-op 4-H

Thanks for the Penny Power gift. It helped to purchase 
two new picnic tables for the church and the community. 
Loretta Wardlow, Fowler Development Association

Thanks for the tables and security lights. They have been 
great additions!
Sherry, Gary & Lisa Marie Sparks, 
Fowler Development Association

I am writing on behalf of the Quincy Symphony Orchestra 
Association to thank you for your generous Penny Power 
Grant of $600 for QSOA’s chime project. The instrument 
will be enjoyed by students and musicians for many years 
to come. 
Sincerely, 
David Oakley, Board President
Quincy Symphony Orchestra Association

On behalf of the staff and board of Quincy Community 
Theatre, I would like to formally thank you for the 
generous grant of $500 from the Penny Power program to 
go towards bringing the Pushcart Players. 
 The presence of a national touring company for the 
enrichment of our community is very important, and we 
appreciate your commitment to keeping the arts alive and 
well in Quincy!
Sincerely,
Lenny Bart, Managing Artistic Director

The Payson-Fall Creek Fire Department would like to 
say Thank You for all you do in the area community. We 
would also like to say Thank You for the donation you 
gave to put us over the top in our fundraising needs. 
Because of generous donations like yours, we were able 
to meet our goal.
Donald Benjamin, Fire Chief
Payson-Fall Creek Volunteer Fire Department

Thank you for the recent grant to the Barry Food Pantry. 
We will use the money to buy protein-rich foods for our 
clients.
Gratefully,
Audrey S. Syrcle, Board Member, Barry Food Pantry
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The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!Click on our link at: www.adamselectric.coop

Co-op Month

Air Conditioners

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the 

winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on 

the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the 

breaker. Doing so sends a signal 

that there is a  problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have 

questions, call the engineering 

department at (217) 593-7701.

 A cooperative is a business that belongs 

to, and is controlled by, the people who use its 

services. It is voluntarily owned and operated for 

and by its members on a non-profit or cost basis. 

 Your Adams Electric Cooperative was 

organized by a group of 450 farmers who met at 

the Farm Bureau office in Quincy on 

April 20, 1938.  

 They had one hope in common that night; they wanted 

electricity for their homes and farms. 

  
 This month we celebrate your  

  
Co-op as we continue to strive to  

  
     enhance your quality of life.

“Like” us!

Budget Billing

A reminder to members on budget billing:
Please remember that electric bills must be paid on time by the 21st of the month regardless of the credit amount on your account. Failure to pay your budget amount in full by the due date, may result in your account being removed from the budget billing program.



The Cooperative Desk
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager
The Cooperative 
celebrated its 72nd 
Annual Meeting 
with its members 
on Wednesday, 
September 7, 
2011. We were 

blessed with fantastic weather for 
the event. 
 My presentation highlighted 
two major events that took place 
over the summer – the wind storm 
on June 27 and the construction of 
the Brown County Wind Turbine 
(BCWT). Last month I highlighted 
the effects of the storm so I will not 
address that topic again. As far as 
the BCWT, the wind turbine went 
online September 6, 2011. Members 
at the Annual Meeting were able to 
see the live output of the turbine at 
the Cooperative’s booth. If you have 
not had an opportunity to see the new 
turbine, head east out of Mt. Sterling 
towards Ripley. When you approach 
our service center, look to the south.  
You can’t miss it. 
 Jim Benz, president of the board, 
discussed three new initiatives of the 
Cooperative. The three initiatives are 
exploring opportunities with adjacent 
cooperatives, strategic planning, and 
risk management.  
 Jay Bartlett, CEO of Prairie 
Power, Incorporated, discussed 
power supply issues. A video of the 
new Prairie State Generation Facility 
was shown to the members. This new 
facility will be producing power for 
the membership by the end of 
the year.
 During the business portion of 
the Annual Meeting, three incumbent 
directors were elected to serve three 
year terms. The three directors are 
incumbent Bob Willis – District #4, 
Rick King – District #5 and John 
Kestner – District #6.
 The special bank drafting prize 
of $500 was also drawn. (The 
winner was Michael Lilly.) The bank 
drafting promotion will save the 
members over $15,000 per year.
 During the business meeting, 
two grand prizes of $250 in free 

electricity were drawn (The winners 
were Clyde Janssen and Arlys Rabe.) 
along with over thirty other vendor 
provided prizes!
 The Cooperative also reached 
another milestone with our Penny 
Power Program. A grant was awarded 
to Payson Seymour Education 
Foundation putting the program over 
the $200,000 mark!
 It was great to see all the members 
and share with them at this special 
event. We try to make it a family 
atmosphere so everyone can have 
a great time. The vendor displays, 
music by Highway 99, and all the 
activities makes for one special night.
 It was great to see the number of 
children at the annual meeting. The 
inflatable jump activity, shaved ice, 
face painting, and pony rides along 
with the other attractions make for a 
favorable experience for the kids.  
 If you have never been to the 
Cooperative’s Annual Meeting, please 
mark it on your calendar for next 
year. It is always the first Wednesday 
following Labor Day weekend which 
will be September 5, 2012.

 The Annual Meeting is a time to 
bring people together to share ideas, 
vote on directors and other programs 
and to listen to what is happening 
with your Electric Cooperative.
We consider the Annual Meeting a 
very important event in which the 
members have the opportunity to vote 
on the people who represent them on 
the Board of Directors. The elected 
directors are members just like you 
with local interests in mind.  
 For more details on the Annual 
Meeting, please see the feature 
article on page 6. Overall, it was 
a successful Annual Meeting and 
very well attended. If anyone has 
any suggestions on how we can 
improve it, please send me an email at 
jthompsn@adamselectric.coop or call 
me at 1-800-232-4797.

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

72nd Annual Meeting

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

Mark your calendar:
Next year’s Annual Meeting 
will be September 5, 2012
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 If you live anywhere near Rushville, 
you’ve heard of Smiles Day. But did 
you know, Smiles Day originated as 
a welcome ceremony for World War I 
veterans?
 Today, Smiles Day is easily 
Rushville’s biggest event. It all began 
on September 17, 1919, when 700 
Schuyler County soldiers and sailors 
were welcomed home with a celebration 
called “The Day of Smiles.” 
 Attendance came from a 25 mile 
radius of Rushville. A total of 246 
veterans registered that day, and of 
those, 35 had served in the Civil War. 
 The first event included a daytime 
parade and contests for nail driving and 
wrestling. Sandwiches and coffee were 
served from booths in the park.   
In the evening, the park was lit up with 
colored torches and anyone caught not 
smiling was fined a dollar. 
 The event was finished off with a 
dance at the Crandall’s barn called “A 
Night of a Thousand Smiles”. 
 Every year, Rushville continued to 
celebrate Smiles Day. In 1967, the high 
school homecoming was combined with 
the veterans festivities. 
 Today, Smiles Day is held every 
year on a Friday in September. A pep 
rally and snake dance kick things off 
on Thursday. Schools let out for Smiles 
Day and locals line the sidewalks to 
prepare for the big parade. 
 The event wouldn’t be complete 
without welcoming area veterans. The 
crowd sings the National Anthem and 
the color guard, bag pipes and drums 
from the VFW lead the parade.   

Over 300 veterans registered 
for the 90th Anniversary 

of Smiles Day held in 2009. 
An impressive group of veterans 

marched in the parade.

 About 20 horse entries, 15-20 
cars and tractors, bands from all the 
area schools, homecoming royalty, 
veterans, and others march along 
the parade route, usually from the 
fairgrounds to the town square. 
Entries are judged and cash prizes 
are given for the best school, civic 
and commercial entries.
 In addition to the float contest, 
the best window display is awarded 
a traveling trophy. There are always 
numerous store fronts competing for 
the title.
 Vendors and food concessions 
are scattered throughout  the park. 
Most years, there is a carnival except 
for this year due to construction on 
the town square. There is a line up 
of entertainment by local and out-of-
town bands and high 
school cheerleaders. 
Then on Friday 
afternoon, the 
crowd travels to the 
football field for the 
homecoming game. 
 Saturday night 
is the homecoming 
coronation of the 
king and queen 
followed by the 
homecoming dance. 
 Class reunions 

have also become a big part of Smiles 
Day. Alumni picnics, tours of the high 
school, golf outings and get-togethers are 
becoming more popular.
 In years past, a local dentist sponsored 
a smile contest. The contest was always 
popular, especially with local children. 
 Smiles Day is supported by the 
Community Chest which is funded by 
donations from the community. 
 Angie Langner, one of nine committee 
members for the Smiles Day, estimates 
that Smiles Day may bring as many as 
2,000 people to Rushville.
 The 2011 Smiles Day event was 
held Friday, September 16. For more 
information or to find out how you can be 
involved, contact Angie at (217) 322-4132 
or visit smilesday.org
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 Temperatures in the mid-seventies, 
and sunny with a light breeze. . .perfect 
weather for a picnic. A total of 612 
members and their families (approx. 
1,600 total) gathered in Bailey Park 
on September 7 for Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s 72nd Annual Meeting. 
 Members enjoyed a barbecue 
beef sandwich, baked beans, chips, 
applesauce and ice cream. Highway 99 
entertained the crowd from the large 
shelter house. 
 Among over 30 vendors were 
several new booths including: Quincy 
YMCA, Boone’s Knob Berry Farm, 
Author Larry Bullard, EcoEasy 
Products, Diamond Upholstery 
and others. 
 We selected a different inflatable 
bounce house this year and kids seemed 
to enjoy it based on the enthusiasm 
heard near the attraction.
 A shaved ice stand by Rick 
Gengenbacher, the annual pony rides, 
face painting, ring toss, and Camp 
Point Lion’s Club popcorn stand were 
also popular.
 During the meeting, members voted 
to re-elect Bob Willis of Mt. Sterling 
for District #4 and Rick King of 
Huntsville for District #5. John Kestner 
of Payson won the contested election 
for District #6. These directors were 
elected to serve three-year terms on the 
Board of Directors.  
 Bill Stalder, Manager of Marketing/

Member Services announced that the 
Penny Power program has contributed 
more than $200,000 to area groups and 
organizations in Adams, Brown and 
Schuyler Counties. Diane Germann 
accepted a grant of $450 for  Payson 
Seymour Education Foundation for 
sewing machines for two new classes. 
This grant officially pushed the program 
over the major milestone. The Penny 
Power program is funded by members 
who choose to round up their bills to 
the next whole dollar and donate the 
extra change.
 President of the Adams Electric 
Board of Directors, Jim Benz, 
welcomed members to the meeting. He 
discussed three key initiatives.
 The first initiative is board alliance 
meetings. Adams Electric has been 

meeting with three neighboring 
cooperatives: McDonough, Western and 
Illinois Rural to combine purchasing, 
share experience and expertise and 
share expensive equipment. 
 The board is utilizing a strategic 
planning process to focus on providing 
membership with very reliable and high 
quality electrical power at the most 
reasonable rate possible. 
 The third initiative is to increase 
our emphasis on risk management. 
The Cooperative has and will continue 
to invest in different fuel sources. 
He said, “Good risk management 
helps your cooperative navigate its 
way through the continuous cyclical 
industry changes year after year while 
maintaining reliable power at very 
competitive prices.”
 Jay Bartlett, the President and CEO 
of Prairie Power, Inc. was welcomed 
to the meeting. Prairie Power is a 
generation cooperative owned by 
ten electric distribution cooperatives 
including Adams Electric. 
 Jay discussed aging coal plants, 
government regulations on emissions, 
changes to the way energy is purchased 
and the uncertainty of future regulations 
and how it will impact the cost of 
electricity.
 Jay explained how Prairie Power is 
investing in environmentally low risk 
generation to prepare for the future. 
 Prairie Power is involved in the 
construction of Prairie State, a state-of-
the-art coal powered facility in southern 
Illinois located next to its own 30-year 
supply of coal. Once completed, it will 
be one of the cleanest, most efficient 
generating plants in the country. 

1,600 
Members & Families 

Attend Annual Meeting
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 To defray costs from possible 
future carbon tax, Prairie State is also 
involved in a 20 MW wind resource, 
natural gas generation and a possible 
conversion of the Pearl plant to 
biomass.
 Investments made by Prairie State  
position Adams Electric to compete 
very well in the long term.
 General Manager Jim Thompson 
reviewed the Cooperative’s response to 
the June 2011 storm with a timeline of 
restoration. He thanked the employees 
for their commitment to the members.
 Jim showed slides from the 
construction of the Brown County 
Wind Turbine in Mt. Sterling. 
 During and after the business 
meeting, names were drawn for door 
prizes. Two grand prizes of $250 in 
free electricity were awarded to Clyde 
Janssen and Arlys Rabe. 
 Since March, Adams Electric 
has been promoting bank drafting, 
the least expensive way for the 
Cooperative to accept payments. 
A total of 277 members signed up 
during the promotion for a total of 681 
current bank drafting members. The 
Cooperative will save an average of 
$15,526 per year with their continued 
participation in bank drafting. All bank 
drafting members were included in 
a drawing for a $500 bill credit. The 
winner was Michael Lilly.  
 To all those who attended the 
72nd Annual Meeting, thank you for 
your presence. The issues we discuss 
at the Annual Meeting are for your 
benefit; thank you for your interest and 
attention. We look forward to seeing 
you again next year.

Penny Power Passes
$200,000 Mark!
The Penny Power Grant Review Committee met on July 18th and approved a total of 
$9,050.00 in grants. With this round of grants, the Penny Power program has surpassed 
the $200,000 mark! The following 19 groups/organizations received a grant:
• Central High School - $200 for new pans for buffet steam table
• Baldwin School’s Young Authors’ Conference - $500 for books and other    
 support materials for conference
• Mississippi Valley Council, Boy Scouts of America - $250 toward building a   
 traverse climbing wall at Camp Eastman
• Great River Honor Flight - $350 for honor flight program
• Greenfield Elementary School - $500 to help expand “Read Naturally” program
• Trinity Lutheran Church - $200 toward purchase of portable stage, curtains, and   
 carrying cases for puppet ministry
• Quincy Hospitality House - $300 toward replacement of vinyl flooring in    
 kitchen and hallway
• Friends of CUSD #4 - $500 for school supplies for students in the district
• Faith Lutheran Church - $300 for clothing racks 
• Horizons Social Services of Adams County - $1,000 to help with food    
 expenses for soup kitchen and food pantry
• Payson/Seymour Education Foundation - $450 for sewing machines for two   
 new classes being offered
• Tri-Township Fire Protection District - $700 toward purchase of automated   
 external defibrillator
• Liberty Education Foundation - $600 toward purchase and installation of    
 electronic message center sign
• Liberty CUSD #2 - $1,000 for interactive white boards and Macbooks
• Friends of the Trails - $150 toward new bike rack at Quincy Public Library
• Clayton Public Library District - $350 toward new computer and monitor 
 for library patrons
• St. Dominic School - $500 for supplies needed to implement 7 Habits program
• Barry Food Pantry - $200 for food for needy families
• Quincy Community Theatre - $500 for production of Let Freedom Ring, 
 a robust musical revue celebrating our nation’s birth and development
• Payson/Seymour Elementary School - $500 for mobile computer lab
 The next deadline to apply for a Penny Power grant is October 3, 2011. For more 
information or to request an application, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 593-7701.

Recipe Drawing
A few members brought recipes to 
the Annual Meeting to win a crock-
pot. It was decided after the storm, 
to eliminate the crockpot giveaway. 
Unfortunately, we didn’t realize it 
was announced in the Annual Meet-
ing letter; otherwise we would have 
mentioned the change in the Annual 
Report. We apologize for the error. To 
make it fair to everyone who brought 
recipes and to those who didn’t leave 
their recipes, we are saving recipes 
to add to next year’s drawing. If you 
didn’t leave your recipe, please send 
it with your next electric bill payment 
and we will add it to our file. 
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On August 16, the Adams Electric 
Advisory Committee met at the 
Cooperative office in Camp Point. 
 General Manager Jim Thomp-
son showed a timeline of the June 
2011 storm and the Cooperative’s 
response to the event. Jim explained 
that the storm cost the Co-op ap-
proximately $500,000. The Coop-
erative is implementing cost cutting 
measures as a result. The group 
provided positive reviews of the 
storm restoration effort. 
 Manager of Finance Steve Jen-
nings reviewed the bank drafting 
promotion. He reminded members 
that all those who are current bank 
drafting members as of August 21 
will be in a drawing for a $500 

electric bill credit held at the An-
nual Meeting. Steve explained that 
bank drafting is the least expensive 
way for the Cooperative to accept 
payments from members. There are 
no fees associated with the process 
and the labor involved is minimal. 
Depending on how members previ-
ously paid their electric bill and the 
cost associated with that process, 
all members who are currently 
enrolled in bank drafting are saving 
the Cooperative between $4,903 
and $26,150 per year. 
 The Adams Electric Advisory 
Committee consists of 18 members/
couples who meet four times per 
year and provide feedback to the 
Cooperative.

Advisory Committee 
Reviews Storm Restoration Efforts

President Volunteer 
Service Award

Pat Boylen, Line 
Foreman, received the 
President Volunteer Service 
Award as a bronze level 
recipient for his efforts with 
the NRECA International 
Program in the Dominican 
Republic.
 In January 2007, Pat 
spent two weeks in the 

Dominican Republic with a lineman from Rural 
Electric Convenience Cooperative to help train 
workers at the fledgling Cooperative Electric 
Fronteriza. They worked with NRECA employ-
ees and local contractors to teach the Domini-
cans how to build electric distribution lines 
safely and efficiently.
 Congratulations to Pat from the employees 
and directors of Adams Electric Cooperative!

Rappelling down 
the Pigeon Creek
Wind Turbine
During the June 2011 
storm, one of the blades 
on the Pigeon Creek 
Wind Turbine was hit by 
lightning (see damage 
across tip of blade). To 
fix the blade, a contrac-
tor rappelled down the 
tower and  swung over 
to the blade attaching 
himself with suction 
cups. The damage was 
covered under warranty.
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Advisory Committee 
Reviews Storm Restoration Efforts

East of Mt. Sterling and south of High-
way 24, Adams Electric Cooperative has 
erected a 1.5 MW wind turbine.
 The site is located south of the 
Cooperative’s Mt. Sterling substation. 
The location is being leased from Joseph 
Ray, a member of Adams Electric Coop-
erative.
 Instead of a gearbox, the Co-op’s 
new turbine is a direct drive unit, mean-
ing the three blades will drive the gen-
erator. The blades will start producing 
electricity in winds as light as 6.7 miles 
per hour and reach full capacity in winds 
starting at 24.6 miles per hour. The tips 
of the blades at full capacity turn at 
149.1 miles per hour.
 The new direct drive unit will create 
an annual generation of 4 million kWhs 
of energy per year, enough for about 
300-400 homes. 
 The Brown County wind turbine is 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s second 
wind turbine. The first wind turbine, 
called the Pigeon Creek Wind Turbine, 
is located 6.5 miles south of the Quincy 
Regional Airport. Pigeon Creek is a 900 
kW wind turbine. 
 The Brown County Wind Turbine 
was manufactured by Vensys, located 
in Germany. The blades were made in 
Grand Forks, North Dakota. The tower 
was made in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
The generator, nacelle and convertor 
were made in Germany. The parts ar-
rived in Mt. Sterling, Illinois, by semis 
and were assembled on site using two 
massive cranes. 
  Each blade weighs about 6 tons and 
attaches to a 16 ton hub. The hub is at-
tached to a generator weighing 45 tons. 
The new landmark stands 279 feet tall 
to the hub and 403 feet tall to the tip of 
the blade. In comparison, it will be 68 
feet taller than the Pigeon Creek Wind 
Turbine (to the tip of the blade) and 98 
feet taller than the Statue of Liberty. 
 Each blade on the Brown County 
Wind Turbine is 122 feet long. The 

entire assembly including the tower, 
blades, generator and rotor contains 986 
(1 ½ inch dia.) bolts.
  Illinois is ranked 16th in wind 
energy potential with most of the state 
being classified as fair or marginal. The 
Cooperative hired Tom Wind of Wind 
Utility Consulting to analyze the terri-
tory’s wind potential and the economic 
feasibility of the project. Locations with-
in two to three miles of Adams Elec-
tric’s substations were studied. After all 
studies were completed, the Cooperative 
found several sites with wind potential. 
 The Cooperative received a 
$450,000 grant from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA) to help 
fund the project. Financing is secured 
through Clean Renewable Energy Bonds 
(CREBs) which are low-interest loans 
(2.1%) for financing renewable energy 
projects.
  Wind is one of the best renewable 
energy sources because it produces no 
pollution, no combustion and no by-
product that would harm the environ-
ment. However, wind is not a good, 
single source of energy because it works 
only when the wind blows. With the 
help of financing, adding wind as a por-
tion of our power portfolio makes sense. 
The wind turbine will help maintain 
Adams Electric’s power cost and reduce 
the Cooperative’s amount of electricity 
generated by other fuels.

Introducing. . .

 For those interested, the Coopera-
tive has been posting photos of the con-
struction process on Facebook. Search 
for “Adams Outlet” and click “like” 
to view the photos and receive updates. 
Once the wind turbine has been 
commissioned, the Cooperative will 
host an open house and welcome 
visitors to the site.
 Adams Electric Cooperative is a 
member of Touchstone Energy — an 
alliance of more than 700 local, con-
sumer-owned electric utilities around 
the country. Adams Electric Coopera-
tive is committed to providing superior 
service based on four core principles: 
integrity, accountability, innovation and 
commitment to community. The Co-op 
serves more than 8,516 members over 
2,226 miles of line in parts of Adams, 
Brown, Hancock, McDonough, Pike 
and Schuyler counties. For more infor-
mation visit www.adamselectric.coop. 

Find photos of the construction 
under “Adams Outlet”

on Facebook!
Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” on WTAD every 
Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline 
County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to 
promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. 
More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be found at 
www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

Yes, you know the last three 
words to the old saying, don’t 
you? And they are, REMAIN 
THE SAME”. About 21 years ago 
I asked and received an opportunity to 
host a live radio program about energy 
efficiency. I knew that the new KBIS 
talk station in town needed additional 
programming and I knew that my topic 
could help a lot of their listeners. It was 
definitely on my mind but I didn’t really 
know how to proceed. One evening, 
perhaps by coincidence, I attended 
a minor league baseball game that 
happened to be sponsored by KBIS radio.
 It was bingo night and between 
innings Mr. Bill Pal was calling bingo 
numbers and giving KBIS gifts to the 
winners. I thought that Mr. Pal owned the 
station since he had a four-hour program 
every weekday morning. I convinced 
myself that I should get out of my seat 
and go down and try to talk to Mr. Pal 
about a program. I stood beside him and 
waited until he finished calling the next 
bingo numbers and gave away another 
prize. He then looked up at me and 
reached to shake my hand. I introduced 
myself and told him that I would like 
to do a live call-in show about energy 
efficiency. He thought that I meant health 
energy. 
 I told him that I was talking about 
utility bills. I hurriedly asked him if he 
had a water heater at his house and he 
immediately said that he did. I asked 
him where it was located and he said 
that it was located in a small hallway 
closet. I asked him if he had noticed that 
it was always warm around that closet 

and he said, “As a matter of fact, I have”. 
I asked him if the AC thermostat was 
located close to that area and he said it 
was on the wall right next to that closet. 
I explained that the heat from the water 
heater was probably making his AC run 
more than necessary. The baseball inning 
was coming to an end and it was time for 
more bingo as he asked what he should do. 
I told him to install a water heater blanket. 
He asked if I had a card. I handed him a 
card as he announced that this game would 
be straight-line bingo, the first number 
is B11, he said. He nodded his head at 
me and I figured that I might never have 
another chance. Well, at least I tried. 
 About a week later, I received a 
call from an employee at KBIS. I was 
so surprised that I can’t remember, even 
to this day, if it was a man or woman 
that called. The person said that Mr. Pal 
had asked them to call me and get more 
information about our discussion at the 
game. The caller asked several questions 
and I gave several examples of things that 
a person could do to lower their utility 
bill. The call might have lasted 5 minutes. 
The caller didn’t seem very impressed and 
I didn’t feel that I had done a very good 
job in presenting my idea, but again I had 
tried. On the next Friday, I got a call from 
a fellow at KBIS asking if I could come 
to the station the next morning at 8:30. I 
told him that I would be happy to do so. 
No details were given but I was excited. I 
actually got to the station about a half hour 
early, entered through an unlocked door, 
and sat down in the small lobby. I felt 
certain that Mr. Pal would soon be there to 
talk. At about 8:30, a young man walked 
by in the hall but didn’t acknowledge my 
presence so I just waited. He walked by 
again at 8:45 and I asked him if he knew 

what time Mr. Pal might come in. He told 
me that his name was Russell and that Mr. 
Pal didn’t come to the station on Saturday. 
I said that I must be mixed up because I 
thought that I was supposed to meet him 
or someone at 8:45. He asked, “Are you 
the energy guy?”  I told him that I was 
and he said, “Follow me and I will show 
you how to do the show.” I still remember 
how my heart skipped a beat or two as I 
headed into the studio with 15 minutes 
before show time. I was informed that the 
program would be one hour long and that 
we could receive calls if we wanted. It was 
now about 9:00 and I was sweating and 
trying to get a plan together. 
 At 9:05 I was introduced by Russell. 
There was no music or any big build up. 
Just, “Here is Mr. Doug Rye.” It went 
something like this:
 “Good morning. My name is Doug 
Rye. How many of you have a water 
heater in your house?” And as the old 
saying goes, the rest is history. 
 I received five calls on the first show 
which I learned was very good for a first 
show. Many of you would still benefit by 
installing a blanket on your water heater.  
 One of the callers wanted to know 
why his upstairs was much hotter than the 
downstairs. I answered his question.  
 Just two nights ago my wife and I 
were dining in a nice restaurant when we 
overheard one fellow say to another across 
the table that his thermostat was set on 
74° but the upstairs was 82°. Well, a lot 
has changed but many energy problems 
remain the same. In these next several 
issues, I plan to list the typical energy 
problems found in houses and tell you 
how to solve them. In some cases, I will 
give you new changes for solving those 
same old problems. 

“The more things change, the more they. . .”
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Easy Cabbage Rolls
Submitted by Laura Dotson

1/2 head of cabbage
1 lb. hamburger
1/2 cup onions, chopped
3 (8 oz.) cans tomato sauce
1 tsp. dill weed
1/2 tsp. pepper
1/2 cup uncooked rice
1 cup shredded swiss cheese 
 or about 6 slices of swiss cheese
Chop cabbage into big chucks and layer in 
bottom of crockpot. Form hamburger into 
meatballs and layer on top of cabbage. Sprinkle 
with onions. Combine tomato sauce, dill weed, 
pepper, and rice. Pour over layers in crockpot. 
Sprinkle swiss cheese over the top. Cook on 
low for 7-8 hours. 

Autumn Apple Salad
Submitted by Darlene Prather

1 can (20 oz.) crushed pineapple, drained
2/3 cup sugar
1 pkg. (3 oz.) lemon flavored gelatin
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
1 cup diced unpeeled red apples
1/2 to 1 cup chopped nuts
1 cup celery
1 cup whipped topping
Lettuce leaves
In a saucepan, combine pineapple and sugar; 
bring to a boil. Boil for 3 minutes. Add gelatin; 
stir until dissolved. Add cream cheese; stir until 
mixture is thoroughly combined. Cool. Fold in 
apples, nuts, celery and whipped topping. Pour 
into a 9” square baking pan. Chill until firm. 
Cut into squares and serve on lettuce leaves. 
Yield: 9 servings.

Deep Dish Apple Pudding
Submitted by Karen Meyers

2 cups apples, peeled and 
 sliced thin
1 Tbsp. flour
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 tsp. vanilla
3 Tbsp. butter
1/4 cup water
Crust: 
1 cup sifted flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1/4 tsp. salt
4 Tbsp. or less fat (butter or oleo)
1/2 cup milk
Mix apples with flour, cinnamon, 
sugar, vanilla, butter and water. 
Pour apple mixture into a buttered 
baking dish. Mix sifted flour, bak-
ing powder, and salt. Cut in butter 
or oleo. Slowly add milk to form 
dough. Pat dough over apples. 
Make holes for steam to escape. 
Bake 20 minutes at 400 degrees. 
Substitute topping: 1/2 box cake 
mix, 1/4 cup melted butter, 
and nuts.

Mexican Casserole
Submitted by Bobbi Mock

1 pkg. tortilla shells
1 lb. hamburger
1 can refried beans
1 pkg. shredded cheese
Salsa
Brown hamburger and drain. 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place 
3 tortilla shells on the bottom of 
springform pan. Alternate layers: 
hamburger, beans, cheese, and salsa 
with a tortilla shell in between. 
End with tortilla shell. Cook 20-30 
minutes until top shell is crispy.

Low-Fat Blue Cheese 
Dressing

Submitted by Marta Janssen
1 cup (8 oz.) fat-free cottage cheese
1 cup (8 oz.) nonfat plain yogurt
2 Tbsp. chopped onion
1 garlic clove, minced
1 Tbsp. crumbled blue cheese
In a blender or food processor, 
combine first four ingredients. 
Process until smooth. Stir in  
blue cheese. Store, covered, 
in refrigerator.

Is your organization selling a cookbook? 
We’ll feature it for free with space-permit-
ting. Send details, a contact phone number 
and three sample recipes to:
Adams Electric Cooperative
Country Kitchen
P. O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320

Easy Cabbage Rolls

Have a recipe you’d like to share? 
Send us an email at: 

ldotson@adams.net or include 
it with your electric 

bill payment!

Tell Us!
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Bazaar & Turkey Dinner
Oct. 22, Union United Methodist 
Church. Annual bazaar and turkey 
dinner with all the trimmings. 
(217) 223-6062

3rd Annual 
Cadan’s Carnival
Oct. 23 (1-5pm), Knights of 
Columbus, Qcy. Horseback rides, 
hayrack rides, bounce house, face 
painting, balloon man, games & 
prizes, costume contest for kids (so 
be sure to wear your costumes!), 
food and more. All proceeds for St. 
Louis Children’s Hospital for CDH 
research. (217) 653-3696

Adams Co. CROP 
Hunger Walk
Oct. 23, IL Veterans Home, Qcy. 
Registration at 1:30. Step-off at 
2pm. Community-wide event to raise 
funds to end hunger at home and 
around the world. (217) 222-1499

“The Birds”
Oct. 24 (6-8pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Alfred Hitchcock movie. For 
young adults to senior citizens. Free 
popcorn & soda. Free event but 
reservation requested. (217) 223-
1309 x501

Versailles Halloween 
Carnival
Oct. 29 (5-8pm), Old Versailles 
School Gym. Costume contest at 
5pm. Free carnival games. Food 
available. (217) 225-9021

Craft & Bake Sale
Oct. 29 (9am-noon), St. Brigid 
Church, Liberty. Crafts, vendors 
& door prizes. Fresh donuts, iced 
cinnamon raisin bread, turnovers, 
rolls (cinnamon, pecan, fruit),
dinner rolls & noodles. 
Handicapped accessible. Call 
(217) 645-3680 or (217) 645-
3936 to place your order.

Mt. Sterling United 
Methodist Church 
Trunk or Treat
Oct. 30 (5:30pm), Mt. Sterling 
United Methodist Church. An 
alternative to trick or treating. 
Church members will have their 
trunks decorated & have treats 
for children. (217) 773-2027

“Pit and the Pendulum”
Oct. 31 (6-8pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Edgar Allen Poe movie. 
For young adults to senior 
citizens. Free popcorn & soda. 
Free but reservation requested. 
(217) 223-1309 x501

Adams Co. Olde Tyme Assoc.
Tractor Drive
Oct. 9 (12pm), south of Siloam Springs 
State Park (follow signs). For more 
information, call Dan at (217) 224-4327 
or Mark at (217) 222-2017

Early Tin Dusters 
Fall Color Run
Oct. 14-16, Downtown Qcy. & Moorman 
Park. 36th annual street rod show for 
cars pre-1949. (217) 214-3700

Lunch on the Lawn
Oct. 15 (1pm thru duration of parade), 
First Christian Church of Quincy, 1415 
Maine. Lunch during QHS Marching 
Band Parade. Hotdogs, hamburgers, 
brats, nachos w/cheese, soda, water 
& cookies. (217) 222-0812.

Octoberfest Parade 
& Marching Band Competition
Oct. 15 (2-11pm), Maine Street & Flinn 
Stadium, Qcy. Band, color guard, pom 
pon and QJHS symphony bands. 

Pike County Fall Color Drive
Oct. 15 & 16, Pike County. Annual 
county-wide festival w/vendors, food, 
crafts, flea markets & kids activities. 
Visit pikecolordrive.com

American Red Cross
Big Bleed Blood Drive
Oct. 19 (11am-3pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Walk-ins welcome. Appointments 
preferred. Call (217) 223-1309 x201

First Lutheran Church
Soup Supper
Oct. 19 (4-7pm), First Lutheran Church, 
Mt. Sterling. Soup, sandwiches, desserts 
(& diabetic) & drinks. (217) 773-3564

“The Fantasticks”
Sept. 23-25, 29 - Oct. 2, Quincy 
Community Theatre, Oakley Lindsay 
Center. For tickets, call (217) 222-
3209

Barry Apple Festival
Sept. 29 - Oct. 2, Barry. Parade, 
car show, arts & crafts, food & 
entertainment.
(217) 335-2108

Cannon Potter Show & Sale
Oct. 1 (8-9am), West edge of Ripley 
at red barn. Viewing of wheel thrown 
pottery made from local clay, followed 
by sale of pieces.

Spoon River Drive
Oct. 1, 2, 8 & 9, Fulton Co., Illinois. 
Scenic drive highlighting the history 
and beauty of towns in Fulton, Co. 
Arts, crafts, vendors, food, and more. 
spoonriverdrive.org

Round Barn Event
Oct. 2 (1-5pm), Round Barn 
Museum, Hwy. 336, near Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds. Donuts, cider & caramel 
apples. Pumpkin carving by Steve 
Hemm. Pumpkin painting for kids. 
Pumpkins, gourds & Indian corn for 
sale. (217) 222-8130. 

American Legion Dance 
Post 37
Oct. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (4-8:30pm), 
American Legion, 116 N. 8th St., 
Qcy. Dance to raise monies to help 
support Honor Flights, IL Vets Home 
events, and veterans and their 
families in need.

Quincy Christian School 
Craft Show
Oct. 7 & 8 (Fri. 4-8pm, Sat. 8am-
2pm), Qcy. Christian School, 1236 N. 
10th. 50 vendors. Food available. $3/
person, children 10 & under are free. 

Calendar of Events
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NOW THAT I’VE RECYCLED
MY OLD FRIDGE I’M ENJOYING
MORE LEFTOVERS IN MY WALLET.

Who says you can’t make money recycling? Our local co-op told 
me my extra fridge was costing me $146 a year just to keep a few 
drinks cold. What can you do? Find out how the litt le changes add 
up at TogetherWeSave.com. 

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM



The Fireplace you’ve
always wanted is here!

Visit our spacious showroom, see working displays, get smart advice!

• The Industry’s Top Names
• Technology & Innovation
• Professional Installation & Service
• Accessories, Mantels, Tools

www.petersheatingandair.com

1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777

1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600 

 4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL • (217) 222-1368


