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The Cooperative Desk

Dear Mr. Stalder,
 On behalf of the St. Dominic School 
family, thank you and Adams Electric 
Cooperative for awarding our school 
with a Penny Grant in the amount of 
$600.00. The money will be used towards purchasing an 
Interactive Whiteboard and an ELMO documentation 
camera for our students and teachers to use in their 
classrooms. Interactive whiteboards and ELMOs greatly 
enhance the teaching and learning process by integrating 
technology into the curriculum and engaging the students 
in their learning. Our teachers are excited about teaching 

with them and our students 
are excited about learning 
with them. Your generosity is 
making it possible. 
 Thank you again for your 
generous gift. We are very 
grateful and appreciative.
Sincerely, 
Sue Kelley, Principal
St. Dominic School

On behalf of the board and staff of Horizons, I would like 
to personally thank Adams Electric for approving our 
grant application. We will be able to provide some much 
needed food relief for many families and individuals, 
because of your generosity!
Sincerely, 
Sarah Stephens, Director of Operations
Horizons

Thank you so much for the $750 grant we recently 
received from the Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny 
Power program. This will enable us to serve more 
children in the five counties that we serve, which 
translates into more productive citizens and healthier 
communities.
 We plan to use a portion of this money to replenish 
our brochure stock. We use these brochures in our 
recruitment efforts. The other portion will be used to 
pay for national criminal background checks for all 
volunteers. 
 Thanks again for all you and Adams Electric do!
Sincerely,
Kathy Brink, Program Director
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Adams County

I am looking for an old “All-Electric Farm” sign. The 
signs were given out by Adams Electric in the 1960s. The 
signs were red with white lettering. I am willing to pay
for one. Please call me at (217) 645-3262 if you have one 
of these signs. 
Richard Cramsey
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager

Good news! Your 
Cooperative 
has had another 
financially strong 
year and will be 
returning capital 
credits again 

soon. The Adams Electric Board of 
Directors has authorized payment 
of approximately $412,000 to our 
members who received electricity 
from the Cooperative during 1982 
and 1983. 
 A portion of capital credits from 
1982 were refunded in December 
2009. The refund distributed this 
year will account for the remaining 
38% of capital credits from 1982 
and approximately 31% of the 
capital credits from 1983. 
 If you are one of the 2,281 
current members who received 
electricity from Adams Electric 
Cooperative in 1982 and/or 1983 
and your capital credit refund is 
over $25.00, you will be receiving 
a check in the mail in December. If 
the refund is less than $25.00, you 
will receive a credit on your January 
electric bill – December usage. 
Approximately 4,648 past members 
will also be receiving checks. 
 We believe the return of capital 
credits will be a welcome relief 

during the holiday season especially 
for those who continue to struggle 
in these tough economic times.
 As many of you are aware, 
cooperatives have a unique 
distinction from other electric 
providers. Since we are a 
cooperative, we are owned by 
you – our members. We are also 
not-for-profit so when revenues 
exceed the cost of operating the 
Cooperative, we generate margins.  
These margins are allocated back to 
the members based on the amount 
of their usage and are called capital 
credits. Hopefully, this return of 
capital credits will help forge a 
strong identity among consumers 
that they are indeed member-
OWNERS of the Cooperative.  
 Many of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s longtime members 
have experienced the good times 
along with the bad. We thank you 
for your loyalty and want you 
to know on behalf of the Board 
of Directors, management and 
employees just how delighted 
we are to have the opportunity to 
return capital credits to you. We 
look forward to serving you and to 
returning even more capital credits 
in the future.
 From the Board of Directors, 
employees and myself, enjoy your 
holiday season!

Board of Directors:
President
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy
Vice President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Secretary
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

$412,000 
in Capital Credits will be returned!

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

Make someone’s load a little lighter and their holiday a little brighter.
. . . with a credit on their electric bill.

Call (800) 232-4797

Youth Tour

Scholarships

Air Conditioners

Gift Certificates

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner 

in the winter, please use the switch outside that 

is mounted on the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the breaker. Doing so 

sends a signal that there is a  

problem with your AMR meter. 

If you have questions, call the 

engineering department at 

                    
   (800) 232-4797.

High school seniors:
 There’s no doubt college is expensive. As the son/daughter of a cooperative member, you have the opportunity to apply for a Thomas H. Moore IEC Memorial Scholarship. 

Download an application from our website:www.adamselectric.coop (Click on Youth Programs)Or call (800) 232-4797

High school sophomores/juniors:

 Tell us what you know about cooperatives 

and why you should be chosen to represent 

Adams Electric. You just might be one of 

our winners of an all-expense paid trip to 

Washington, D.C. Download an application at:

  www.adamselectric.coop/youthtour.html 

                    
    or call (800) 232-4797

Adams Electric Cooperative’s office will be closed 
Thurs., Dec. 23 and Fri., Dec. 24 

to celebrate Christmas.
The Cooperative office will also be closed 

for the New Year’s Day holiday on Fri., December 31.
 

If you have an outage, 
call (800) 232-4797.
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Penny Power Update
The Penny Power Grant Review Committee met on 
October 18 and approved eight grants. One grant 
request for $300 or less was also approved prior to the 
grant review committee meeting. Including this grant, 
a total of $8,435.00 was granted to the following 
groups/organizations: 

• The Salvation Army - $270 to help provide    
 Thanksgiving dinner to needy families
• Clayton Public Library District - $415 to 
 purchase new doors for the library
• Big Brothers/Big Sisters of West Central IL - 
 $750 for recruitment and background checks
• Quanada-$1,200 for computer server 
 hardware for file sharing and security
• Community Foundation of the Quincy Area - 
 $1,000 to purchase and implement online    
 grant application software
• Two Rivers Resource Conservation and 
 Development - $800 for new playground 
 equipment at Longlett Park in Camp Point
• Horizons Social Services - $1,500 to 
 purchase food for the soup kitchen and 
 food pantry
• St. Brigid Church - $1,500 for kitchen 
 renovations
• Retreat House of Ursa - $1,000 toward 
 paving parking lot and driveway

Thank you to all Adams Electric Cooperative members 
who have their electric bills rounded up to the nearest 
dollar to help support this worthwhile program.
 The next deadline to apply for a Penny Power grant 
is January 3, 2011. For more information or to request 
an application, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 593-7701.

Eight scholarships for 2011 will be awarded to Illinois high school 
seniors through the Thomas H. Moore Illinois Electric Cooperative 
(IEC) Memorial Scholarship Program.

Applicants will be judged on grade point average, college entrance exam scores, work and volunteer 
experience, school and civic activities, and a short essay.

To receive additional information and an application, contact Adams 
Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797. Or, send an email to: 
ldotson@adams.net. 
Deadline to enter: December 31, 2010

Thomas H. Moore

Each scholarship 
will be worth

Save Energy without 
Investing a Dime
Most folks know they
can save energy by 
replacing inefficient 
appliances with 
new Energy Star® 
models or adding 
insulation, but 
sometimes there simply isn’t money to 
spare. Does that mean you’re powerless 
to lower your electric bill? Not at all. 
 There are several free things you can do to cut energy 
costs without investing a dime. These tips might not pack as 
big of an efficiency punch as upgrade investments, but in this 
economy, every little bit counts! 
1. Heating water takes up 12 percent of your home’s 
energy use. Set your water heater temperature no higher 
than 120°F. For households with only 1 or 2 members, 
a 115°F setting works.
2. Drain 1-2 gallons from the bottom of your water heater 
each year to keep sediment from building up and making 
your equipment work harder.
3. Since hot water costs more, wash clothes in cold 
water unless clothing is very dirty, and only do full loads 
of laundry.
4. Set your thermostats to 78°F in summer, 68°F in winter. 
5. Don’t make your fridge work too hard. Clean your 
refrigerator coils every year! You can also set the tempera-
ture between 34°-37°F, and leave the freezer between 
0°-5°F. Keep the freezer full—frozen food helps your 
freezer stay cool.
6. When cooking keep the lids on pots, and let hot food 
cool off before placing it in the refrigerator.
7. Check your furnace or air conditioner (AC) filter each 
month and clean or replace it as needed. Dirty filters block 
air flow through your heating and cooling systems, increas-
ing your energy bill and shortening the equipment’s life. 
8. During hot months, keep window coverings closed on 
the south, east, and west windows. In winter, let the sun in.
Find more ways to save at www.TogetherWeSave.com.   

Bill Stalder, AEC manager of marketing/member services 
presents a grant to Megen Duesterhaus, executive director 
of Quanada for computer server hardware.

$1,250.00•  4 scholarships are available for the sons/daughters of  Illinois 
cooperative members for any two or four year accredited college in the 
United States.
•   1 scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois 
cooperative employee/director for any school in the United States.
•   2 scholarships are available for the son/daughter of an Illinois 
cooperative member, employee, or director for an Illinois 
community college.
•   1 scholarship is reserved for the son/daughter of an Illinois 
cooperative employee or director or an individual who has served 
or is serving in the U.S. armed forces or National Guard. 
This scholarship will help pay for costs to attend 
lineworker’s school conducted by AIEC in conjuction 
with Lincoln Land Community College in Springfield, IL.
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Use Precautions 
When Decorating 
Your Home 
for the Holidays

For millions of people every year, 
the holiday season comes with tradi-
tions of festive lights and decorations, 
extraordinary foods and lavish parties. 
Unfortunately, time-honored traditions 
can easily end in tragedy if precau-
tions are not taken. A few years ago, 
Shawn Miller was one of these people.
 His mother, Maria Worth, found 
her son on the ground with wisps of 
smoke coming from his body. Miller 
was unconscious and badly burned. 
He had been hanging holiday lights 
in the trees that lined her yard. As 
he tossed the lights up into the trees, 
7200 volts of electricity entered his 
body, traveling from the overhead 
power lines through his strand 
of lights.
 “Power lines were the last thing 
on my mind that day,” says Miller. “I 
was just hanging Christmas lights at 
my Mom’s house like I do every year, 
only this time, I was decorating a new 
area, the trees that lined the front of 
the yard.”
 Although Miller suffered 27 exit 
wounds, the loss of his left hand and 
a finger on his right hand, his survival 
was miraculous. He urges everyone 
to use caution this holiday season. 
Miller’s experience is the centerpiece 
of this year’s Safe Electricity’s Teach 
Learn Care TLC campaign, spreading 
awareness about the importance of 
electrical safety.
 “Shawn Miller has a lot to teach 
us about electrical safety and we are 
grateful he is sharing his story through 
our Teach Learn Care TLC cam-
paign,” says Molly Hall, Executive 
Director of Safe Electricity. “We want 
people to learn from his tragic experi-
ence and care enough to share it with 
those they love.”
 “I’m lucky to be alive,” Miller 
adds. “I want everyone to be careful, 
be aware of power lines.”
 Miller and Safe Electricity 
urge everyone to follow these 
guidelines while decorating for 
the holiday season:

    * Never throw holiday lights or 
other decorations into trees near 
power lines.
    * Be especially careful when work-
ing near power lines attached to your 
house. Keep ladders, equipment and 
yourself at least 10 feet from all 
power lines.
    * Use only lights that have been 
safety tested and have the UL label.
    * Before use, check each light string 
for broken sockets, frayed cords, or 
faulty plugs. Replace damaged strings. 
Always unplug light strings while 
replacing bulbs.
    * Outdoors, use only lights, cords, 
animated displays and decorations 
rated for outdoor use. Cords should 
be plugged into outlets equipped with 
GFCIs. Use a portable GFCI if your 
outdoor outlets are not equipped 
with them.
    * Do not staple or nail through light 
strings or electrical cords, or attach 
cords to utility poles.
    * Don’t string together more than 
three standard-size sets of lights.
    * Make sure extension cords are in 
good condition, are UL-approved and 
rated to carry the electrical load you 
will connect to them.
    * Match plugs with outlets. 
Don’t force a 3-pronged plug into a 
2-pronged outlet or extension cord.
    * Do not overload outlets. Use 
surge protector strips if multiple out-
lets are needed.
    * Keep electric cords away from 
high-traffic areas, and don’t run them 
through doorways, or hide them under 
rugs or carpets.
    * Don’t let children or pets 
play with light strings or electrical 
decorations.
    * Place fresh-cut trees away from 
heat sources, such as heat registers, 
fireplaces, radiators and televisions; 
and water frequently.
    * Always unplug lights before go-
ing to bed or leaving your home.
 “After something life-changing 
happens, you become more interested 
and learn much more,” Miller said. 
“Had I known more before this hap-
pened, I might still have two hands 
and the job I loved. I have to find 
ways to move on with my life and 
help people learn from what has hap-
pened to me. Safe Electricity is help-
ing me help others.”

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368� 
1975 Keokuk Street • Hamilton, IL • (217) 8�47-2777 
1401 West Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 28�5-1600
Also in Hannibal, Troy, Columbia & Kirksville, MO

Get answers at petersheatingandair.com

Upgrade your old energy  

system now and take  

advantage of the  

Federal Tax Credit.

Ask us how we can save  

you money ... every month  

in every season!



EPA regulation is setting unreasonable and unrealistic goals
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Climate Change
Get Real About

On July 29, 2010, I had the honor of speaking at the Association of Illi-
nois Electric Cooperatives’ Annual Meeting in Springfield. I was asked to 
talk about the challenges facing the coal-fired power industry with a par-
ticular focus on climate change. Of course, I was ready, but the question 
was whether everyone in the audience was ready to hear what I had to 
say so early in the morning. So, I jazzed up a Power Point presentation to 
make the content of my talk a little more interesting. I seemed to remem-
ber enjoying a good game of darts in my younger days, so I analogized 
the regulations and other issues facing the coal-fired power industry to a 
dart board (the power plants) and darts (the regulations and challenges). 
A good game of “Double In - Double Out” but in the coal-fired power 
plant dart game, unfortunately, there is no good way to double out.
 The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
proposed or is getting ready to propose close to 15 different rulemak-
ings that focus on the coal-fired power industry. Many of these rules 
will require the industry to expend millions, if not billions, of dollars to 
comply at different times for different purposes. Regulations are not the 
only challenge. Activists are pressing regulators to hold numerous hear-
ings, respond to lengthy comments and to delay permits and other needed 
decisions. Financial institutions are pausing before investing in coal-fired 
plants making it difficult, at best, to obtain reasonable financing. Coal 
supplies are also being squeezed by the same pressures. 
 Some may say, however, that although those darts hurt, the industry 
has avoided, thus far, the “mega dirt” be thrown, deep change in how we 
light our homes, where and if we work and how much we pay for daily 
living, may occur. But as the debate over climate change and energy 
legislation continues in Congress, we cannot forget the EPA has already 
thrown its own dart and climate change regulation is already under way. 
 As a former Director of the Illinois EPA, my job required me to look 
at the impact of a regulatory change on more than just the industry it has 
impacted. Indeed, I also needed to consider how a change in regulation 
impacted the state as a whole, local government, interest groups and the 
ordinary citizen. I further had to be prepared to explain the new regula-
tion in a way that was sensible to someone who is not an environmental 
expert. So, let me try to explain how the EPA regulatory approach to 
climate change affects the livelihood of an existing coal-fired plant in the 
United States.
 Think about owning a tractor you use to farm your land. When you 
bought it, you spent good money on it. Since it is a valuable piece of 
equipment, you really maintain it so it continues to run. You need it to 
make your living, produce crops for people and have relied on the fact 
you can use it. You recognize that you may need to put new parts on it 
and you are ready to make those necessary investments because, again, 

Renee Cipriano is a partner in the 
Chicago law firm of Schiff Hardin, 
LLC. She served under two Illinois 
governors as the Director of the Illi-
nois Environmental Protection Agen-
cy. She was also the Illinois Assistant 
Attorney General and Senior Policy 
Advisor to the Illinois Governor for 
Environment, Natural Resources, Ag-
riculture, Nuclear Safety and Energy.

This article was published in 
Illinois Country Living magazine. 
It is reprinted with permission.

Guest Article 
by Renee Cipriano

you paid a lot of money for it in the first place and you 
need to be able to continue to use it. 
 Let’s say, though, that the Department of Agri-
culture comes in and tells you that it has passed a 
regulation that requires you to reduce the amount 
of diesel you use in your tractor per day. If you 
exceed the amount specified, it will be against 
the law to operate your tractor. However, you still 
need to operate the same amount of hours each day 
in order to work your fields. The demand for your 
crops not only remains the same but may even in-
crease because of demand. 
 You are perplexed. You ask, “How do I still operate my 
tractor the number of hours I have to operate to produce my crops but 
reduce my diesel usage?” You are not aware of any new piece of equip-
ment that can be put on your tractor to reduce the diesel usage to the level 
specified in the regulation. You have been reading about one technology 
that is very, very expensive, but you are not certain you can even install 
it on your old but well-maintained tractor. So you decide to ask someone 
at the department what you should do because surely they must know. 
They created the regulation. You figure giving up farming when food still 
needs to be produced cannot be your only option. But when you ask the 
department to identify the options available to you , they really do not 
give you an answer. They tell you they will try to give you guidance 
within a few months of the effective date of the new rule, but 
they tell you the new rule is still effective even if they do not 
give you guidance. They also have no answer when you 
question them on whether this really means you just 
have to stop using your tractor, figure out a different 
way to produce crops at the same volume and 
reliability, or wait and buy a brand new trac-
tor that meets the regulation once it is on 
the market, all while the demand for your 
crops is greater than ever before. 
 This is the reality of EPA climate 
change regulation today for electric co-
ops. The regulations are here and will be 
phased in starting January 2011 with little 
to no guidance on how the EPA’s regula-
tory expectations will be met. Is this the 
answer? No, especially when the industry 
faces a host of other regulatory mandates 
and challenges. Electricity still needs to 

be produced and cannot possibly be provided 
completely through wind, solar and energy 

efficiency improvements.
 What’s needed? Legislation from Congress 
that is fair, affordable and achievable – yes, 
achievable – and not regulations that do 
not, and cannot, recognize the realities the 
industry and consumers face. So, next time 
you put on your lights to play a game of 

darts, think about providing Congressional 
members some thoughts on what we need to 
see from them. Inaction on climate change 

legislation coupled with unordinated 
regulatory mandates is simply 

not the answer.



FOLLOW THESE TIPS FROM YOUR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE TO STAY SAFE:

Assume all power lines are • ENERGIZED and dangerous. Even lines that are de-energized 
could become energized at any time. 

Never touch a downed power line! • And never touch a person or object that is touching a 
power line. 

If someone is injured as a result of contact with electric current, do not try to assist him • 
or her. You could be injured or killed. Call 911.

If a power line falls across your vehicle while you are in it, stay inside until help arrives.• 

Call 911 immediately to report a downed power line. • Then call your electric cooperative. 

Stay Clear! 
A downed power line may not be a dead line.  It could cause serious injury or death.
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio 
program “Home Remedies” on 
WTAD every Saturday morning at 
9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed 
architect living in Saline County 
works as a consultant for the 
Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas 
to promote energy efficiency to 
cooperative members statewide. To 
order Doug’s video or ask energy 
efficiency-related questions, call 
Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More 
energy-efficiency tips, as well as 
Doug’s columns, can also be found 
at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural 
Arkansas Magazine

Well, the summer of 2010 has gone 
on record as one of the hottest ever 
in our state. Just like many of you, 
we received the highest electric bill 
that we have ever received. Every 
month I try to teach you ways to 
keep your utility bills as low as 
possible. Remember that most energy 
efficiency tips are attempts to lower 
the heating and cooling costs of 
the house. As I am always looking 
for ways to help you do just that, 
I had the opportunity this summer 
to find another affordable tool for 
your energy efficiency arsenal. It is 
window tinting. I actually looked at 
window tinting years ago but I didn’t 
like the fact that it seemed to have to 
be silver, gold, or really dark to work 
very well. Both of our automobiles 
have tinted glass and I knew that they 
were more comfortable and better on 
the eyes than most of the rental cars 
that I had used where the glass was 
not tinted. 
 This past spring I was conducting 
a seminar for Ozarks Electric 
Cooperative in Fayetteville. After 
the meeting a fellow asked me why 
I didn’t tell folks about the benefits 
of window tinting. I told him that I 
really didn’t know that much about 
that subject and that I had doubts 
about window tinting meeting all the 
claims that I had heard. He gave me 
a nice package of material from 3M, 
a well-known company. I told him 
that I would read the material. I did 
so and was impressed with the claims 

but I remained cautious, as experience 
has taught me that many claims are 
just sales pitches. But I thought, 3M is 
a large and well respected company, 
the warranty looks great, and if it 
performs energy audits on a daily basis 
and asked him to find a house that 
might benefit by installing window 
tinting. He called me after just a few 
days to tell me that he had found the 
perfect house. It was a 2,000-square-
foot brick veneer house with eight-foot 
ceilings and about an equal number 
of windows on all sides of the house. 
The windows were single-hung 
aluminum with double-glazing and in 
good condition. The lady of the house 
said she couldn’t use the dining room 
on the really hot days because of the 
extreme heat coming through the west 
windows, and that she couldn’t enjoy 
her morning view of the mountains 
because of the heat through the east 
windows. 
 Let’s make the rest of the story 
short. I called the company and asked 
if they would do one house to prove 
that their product works as claimed. 
They said “yes.” I called the family 
and asked permission to tint their 
windows. They said “yes.” We met 
the crew at the house to measure the 
windows. It was 100 degrees at noon. 
The house thermostat was set on 75 
degrees but the house stayed at 80 
degrees. We met the next day to install 
tinting. It was 102 degrees at noon. 
Tinting was installed on all windows. 
The temperature where the sun was 
hitting the carpet went down about 10 
degrees. The house temperature went 
down about 5 degrees, which is huge 
on a hot summer day. The claim was 
that the tinting would reject 56 percent 
of the total solar energy, 97 percent 
of the infrared rays, and 99 percent 
of the UV rays, which practically 
eliminates fading. You could not tell 
by looking that there was tinting and 

there was much less glare. I believe 
that it passed the test. The house was 
more comfortable and, as the lady of 
the house said, “I got my room and 
view back.” If your windows are still 
in good condition, this may be an 
affordable energy solution for you. 
 Another success story with 3M 
tinting recently took place during the 
2010 Energy Efficiency Makeover 
sponsored by the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas. The home of Bill and 
Mary Quilhot of Gassville won the 
grand prize and as part of the Energy 
Efficiency Makeover, the couple’s 
prized picture window, which provides 
a view of their beautifully landscaped 
yard and nearby woods, was tinted. 
An infrared thermal imaging camera 
showed that the tinting reduced the 
heat gain inside the house by 15 
percent. 
 I hope this gives you yet 
another energy efficiency option for 
your home. And, as always, you may 
call me for more information at 
501-653-7931.

Tinting: Not just for your car windows
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Smoked Sausage 
with Peppers

Smoked Sausage
with Peppers

1 lb. smoked beef sausage
2 potatoes, cubed
1 lg. green pepper, chopped
1 lg. onion, chopped
Black pepper to taste
2 cups water

Cut sausage into 1/2 inch slices. Brown 
sausage in skillet over medium heat, 
stirring occasionally so that both sides 
of slices are browned. Add potatoes, 
green pepper and onion. Sprinkle with 
pepper. Add water. Simmer, covered, 
until potatoes are done, about 10 min-
utes.

Barbecued Beef
Submitted by Marilyn Maiers

2 1/2 lb. chuck roast
3/4 cup beef broth
1/4 roll chili con carne (without beans)
1/2 cup catsup
1/2 medium green pepper, diced in 
 small pieces
1/4 tsp. salt
Dash pepper

Cook in crockpot (on high 4-5 hours or 
on low 8-9 hours). Pick cooked meat 
off bone. Should have 2 1/2 cups meat 
(or more). Add remaining ingredients. 
Simmer and stir occasionally for 30 
minutes. Yields approximately 3 cups, 
enough for 12 sandwiches. Can be 
adapted for a pressure cooker.

Have a recipe you’d like to share? 
Send us an email at: 
ldotson@adams.net or 
include it with your electric bill pay-
ment!

Broccoli Cheese Soup
Submitted by Pat Kackley

2 sm. cans chicken broth
1 can water
1 small onion
1 pkg. frozen broccoli 
 or California blend
1 cup dry noodles
1 can cream of chicken soup
3-4 cups milk
1 lb. Velveeta
Salt & pepper to taste

Heat chicken broth and water 
to boiling. Add onion, broccoli 
and noodles.  Add salt & pepper. 
Cook vegetables in broth until 
tender. Add cream of chicken 
soup, milk and cheese. Heat 
through. Do not cover. If you 
prefer a thicker soup, thicken 
with 3 Tbsp. flour.

“Triple Addiction” 
Popcorn

Submitted by Vickie Glas

2 bags butter-flavored 
 microwave popcorn, popped
1 (10 oz.) bag Frito corn chips
1 cup mixed nuts
16 oz. almond bark or white chocolate

After popping corn, remove unpopped 
kernels. Add Fritos and nuts. Melt bark 
and toss with mixture. Allow to cool 
and enjoy!

Is your organization selling a cookbook? 
We’ll feature it for free with space-
permitting. Send details, a contact phone 
number and three sample recipes to:
 Adams Electric Cooperative
 Country Kitchen
 P. O. Box 247
 Camp Point, IL  62320

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!
Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop
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JWCC Holiday Concerts
Dec. 4 & 5, John Wood Community 
College. Chamber Choir, Vocal 
Show Ensemble & Jazz Ensemble 
will perform. $6 in advance/ $8 at 
door. (217) 641-4275

Christmas 
Candlelight Dinners
Dec. 4, 10, 18 (6:30pm), 
Scalehouse, Windsong Acres, Camp 
Point. By advance reservation only. 
Details at: www.shellyrasche.com 
(217) 779-1991

Annual Madrigal Dinner
Dec. 9-11, Pandora’s Playhouse, 
Rushville. (217) 322-3151

“The Lion, the Witch 
& the Wardrobe”
Dec. 9-11, 18 & 19, Qcy. Community 
Theatre. (217) 222-3209

Camp Point Lions 
Pancake Day
Dec. 11 (7-11am), St. Thomas Hall, 
Camp Point. Pancakes, sausage, 
eggs, biscuits/gravy & drink. Gun 
raffle. $6.50/adults; $3/kids. 
(217) 696-4600

Brown Co. Christmas 
Basket Project
Dec. 11, KC Hall, Mt. Sterling.
 

 Quincy Preserves 
 House Tour
 Dec. 12. Tour six of Quincy’s 
 private homes or buildings of 
 architectural & historical  
 significance. $8 in advance/  
 $10 at door. (217) 222-3432

Cooks Night Off
Dec. 16 (4-6pm), Quincy Senior & 
Family Resource Center, 639 York, 
Qcy. Support Meals on Wheels. 
Eat-in, carry-out, or drive-thru meals 
for $7/ea. Fried chicken or roast 
beef, sides, bread & dessert. 
(217) 224-5031

Christmas Home Tour
Dec. 19 (1-3pm), 1677 Maine St., 
Qcy. Christmas home tour hosted
by Friends of the Log Cabins. 
Tour is free to new & renewing 
members. (217) 656-3923 

Radiant Plains Vibrascapes 
& Eccentric Abstraction
Jan. 14 (7-9pm), Qcy. Art Center, 
1515 Jersey. Opening reception. 
Food, refreshments & artwork.
(217) 223-5900

Quincy Eagle Days
Jan. 29 (9am-4pm), Lock & 
Dam 21, Qcy. Rangers on hand 
to showcase the magnificent 
birds. (217) 228-0890 

RV & Camping Show
Jan. 29 & 30, Oakley Lindsay 
Center. See the newest in the 
RV world. (217) 223-1000

Blessed Sacrement Parish
Holiday Bazaar
Dec. 4 (9am-3pm), K of C Hall, Qcy. 
Wreaths, arts & crafts, homemade 
items, floral arrangements, jewelry, kids’ 
corner, raffle, bake sale, lunch available 
& music. (217) 222-1525

Christmas in Versailles
Dec. 4, Versailles Community Building. 
Santa visiting at 2pm. Sponsored by 
Versailles Lions Club.

Avenue of Lights
Thru Jan. 1 (6-9:30pm), Upper 
Moorman Park, Quincy. $7 per car. 
No vehicles larger than 15 passenger 
vans. (217) 222-7980 

Symphony of Trees
Dec. 2-5, Ambiance, 5225 Kochs 
Lane, Qcy. Holiday displays, silent 
auctions/raffles, kids’ crafts & 
activities, food & entertainment. $5/
adults, $4/seniors; $3/kids; ages 3 & 
under free. (217) 222-2856
www.symphonyoftreesquincy.com

Christmas Fun Nights 
for Children
Dec. 2 & 9 (6:30-8:30pm), Old 
Timewell School. Crafts, play time 
& refreshments.

Jingle Bell Run/Walk
Dec. 3 (10am-1pm), Quincy Mall. 5k 
run, walk & 1 mi. gentle lap inside 
mall. Teams raise money for Arthritis 
Foundation. (217) 228-3208

I  d idn ’ t  even  know 
there  was  a  d ia l . 
Now,  I ’m sav ing 
$73 a  year  by 
tu rn ing  my water 
hea te r  down to  120°. 

What  can  you  do? 
F ind  ou t  how the  l i t t l e 
changes  add up  a t 
TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM

TURNS OUT, MONEY BURNS WHEN MY 
WATER HEATER IS SET ABOVE 120 DEGREES.

Christmas 
in the Village
Dec. 3 (4-7pm), Camp Point. 
• Live entertainment at Railroad  
 Park Eatery from 4-5:30pm. 
• Caroling choirs from 5:30-6:30pm. 
• Choirs perform at gazebo 6:30pm. 
• Soup supper & live nativity at 
 First Christian Church
• Horse drawn carriage rides
• Santa Claus visits 
• Open House at Bailey Opera
 House w/cider, cookies & a movie
• Scavenger Hunt around town
 w/prizes. 
• Life size Candyland & crafts 
 at BodyWorks. 
• Quarter auction at Village 
 Vineyard & Winery.
Everyone welcome! (217) 242-0213




