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To all the great “crew” 
at Adams Electric Co-op ~
Thanks again for another year of 
outstanding service! You’re the best!
Sincerely,
Doris Bramhamp, Member

 Thank you for the opportunity to apply for the Penny 
Power Grant. We are very appreciative of the $1000 you 
are granting our program to help fund books we give to 
children birth to five years old.
 These books will have an impact on the children 
entering kindergarten ready to learn because the 
more books children see and have read to them before 
kindergarten age, the better readers they become. 
Sincerely,
Jan Poulter, Parent Coordinator & Educator 
Liberty Great Beginnings Program

 Thank you for the Penny Power Grant we recently 
received from Adams Electric Cooperative. This will 
enable us to serve more children in the five counties that 
we serve, which translates into more productive citizens 
and healthier communities.
 Please know that we at Big Brothers Big Sisters are 
working very hard to help make our community a better 
place to live and work. If you could thank the Penny 
Power Committee for our grant, we would appreciate it 
greatly. 
 Thanks again for all you and Adams Electric does!
Sincerely,
Kathy Brink, Program Director
Big Brothers Big Sisters
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Less than a week after 
a power line safety 
demonstration at their 
high school, the car 
Lee Whittaker, Ashley 
Taylor and two friends 
were in crashed into a 
utility pole. Fortunately 

for them, safety expert Kyle Finley had 
educated them well on the proper actions to 
take after a vehicle hits a utility pole. They 
survived by using their new knowledge. 
 “You have to remember that you can’t 
smell, hear or see electricity, but the 
power in that line is tremendous,” 
Finley says. “The safest place after 
a crash is inside the vehicle, and the 
best thing you can do for a loved one 
who is trapped is to stay back and call 
the utility to disconnect power to 
the line.”
 When the car the teens were 
traveling in crashed into the utility 
pole, bringing a power line down on 
the car, they knew not to get out and 
informed those who approached the 
scene to keep their distance. They 
waited more than 30 minutes for line 
crews to arrive and deactivate the 
power line.
 “It was hard to wait inside, but 
Kyle had emphasized several times to stay 
in the car,” said Lee Whittaker. 
“It happened so quickly after we learned 
about it, and to think we used it to save 
each other’s lives,” adds Ashley Taylor. 
“We’re really lucky.”
 According to the National Highway 
Traffic and Safety Administration, there 
are tens of thousands of accidents each 
year in which power poles are struck by 
cars or large equipment. Each one of these 
accidents has the potential to bring down 
power lines. Surviving the accident itself 
might not be enough to stay alive without 
awareness of the right moves to make. 
In the vast majority of those accidents, the 
safest place to be is inside the car. Only 
in the rare instance of fire should people 
exit the car. Then, they must know how 
to do so safely, jumping free and clear 
of the vehicle, landing with feet together 
and hopping away. It’s difficult to get out 
without creating a path for current to flow, 
which is why one should get out only if 
forced to. 

 When people are involved in a car 
accident, electricity is usually the last 
thing on anyone’s mind. We’re often 
more concerned about whether anyone 
was injured, or how badly the vehicle is 
damaged. We often forget that by exiting 
the vehicle, we’re risking bodily exposure 
to thousands of volts of electricity from 
downed power lines.
 Lee and Ashley are grateful to the 
local utility, White County REMC, a Safe 
Electricity partner utility that sponsored 
Finley’s Live Line Demo program at their 

school. The students encourage everyone to 
learn from their experience and share this 
vital information with those they love. 
“After the demo at school, I went home 
and shared it with my family and my 
friends,” said Lee Whittaker. “They kind 
of laughed at me but it showed them when 
I had my accident that I survived with the 
information I heard.” 
 To learn more about the teens’ 
experience and power line safety during 
car accidents see the video on www.
SafeElectricity.org. Visitors can also watch 
a streamed live power line demonstration, 
just like the one the Indiana teens saw at 
their school. 
 On February 23-24, Adams Electric 
Cooperative will sponsor the Live Line 
Demo at Quincy Junior High and Unity 
High School in Mendon and at Tri-
Township Fire Department on February 
23 at 7 p.m. For more information, contact 
Adams Electric Cooperative at (217) 593-
7701, by email at bstalder@adamselectric.
coop or visit www.SafeElectricity.org.
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Saved by a Safety Lesson

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative

is committed to exceeding
the expectations

of those we serve!”

Guest Article by Molly Hall
Director of Safe Electricity

Dear Mr. Stalder,
The Payson Seymour Elementary School Library would 
like to thank you and the Adams Electric Cooperative for 
the Penny Power Grant we received. With these funds, 
we will be able to purchase new non-fiction materials 
about local wildlife for our school library. These books 
will be used for school research projects, reports, and 
other class and library activities. All the students and 
faculty here at Payson Seymour appreciate your support 
and all Adams Electric does for the community. Thank 
you for choosing to make a difference in the lives of 
young readers!
Sincerely,
Amy Brokaw, Payson CUSD 1 District Librarian

Billing System Upgrade
Causes Minor Problem

2010 
Youth to Washington 

Contest
High school sophomores & juniors: 

You could win a trip to 
Washington, D.C! 

Application and details on page 15.

Are you on a two meter rate? If so, the amount 
listed as the cost per day for the same period last 
year in the kWh Cost Comparison section of your 
bill is inaccurate. 

We apologize for any confusion this 
may have caused and assure you the 
issue is being addressed. In the meantime, 
this section of your bill will be left blank. 
All remaining information is accurate.

Steve Jennings, Manager of Finance
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Flip the switch. Lower 
the blinds. Insulate 
your attic. Lower the 
temperature on your 
thermostat. These 
sound like simple 
tasks. Take all of these 
steps around your home 
or business, though, 
and you can rack up 
big savings. 

Touchstone Energy® 
Cooperatives, a nation-
wide alliance of electric 
cooperatives, including 
Adams Electric 
Cooperative, are un-
veiling a “revolution-
ary” national energy-
efficiency campaign 
across 46 states 
designed to inspire 
consumers to easily 
save energy and money. 

Together We Save is the first energy-efficiency commu-
nications campaign launched by electric cooperatives on 
a national scale. The highlight of the campaign features 
an energy-efficiency interactive web page linked to a 
virtual home tour. The website is designed to encourage 
co-op members throughout the country to take energy-
saving actions. 

TogetherWeSave.com teaches members what to do and the 
immediate cost-savings impact of those actions. Download-
able energy-efficiency videos are offered on a Touchstone 
Energy web-TV portal.  

“Touchstone Energy’s ‘Together We Save’ campaign illus-
trates numerous ways member-consumers can reduce their 
energy bills – and thereby save themselves money – by 
implementing a variety of changes around their homes and 
businesses,” said Jim Bausell, COO of Touchstone Energy. 
“Whether its unplug-
ging unused appli-
ances or adding an 
extra layer of insula-
tion in the attic, what 
we’re showing is how 
simple these energy-
saving techniques are, 
so that the end-use 
consumer goes from 
just thinking about 
changing some of 
their habits to actually 
taking action,” Bau-
sell said.

Find out for yourself 
how you can save 
energy and money at:
TogetherWeSave.com.

The Touchstone 
Energy Cooperatives 
brand represents a 
nationwide alliance 
of nearly 700 local, 
consumer-owned 
electric cooperatives 
in 46 states. Touch-
stone Energy co-ops 
collectively deliver 
power and energy 
solutions to more than 
40 million members 
every day. Electric 
cooperatives distribute 
power for 75 percent 
of the U.S. landmass 
over 2.4 million miles 
of power lines.

Local Cooperatives 
Take On National Issues 

with “Revolutionary” 
Campaign

Find out how you can
save energy and money at:
TogetherWeSave.com

The TogetherWeSave.com website offers 
energy saving tips for every room in the 
house. Find out how much money you could 
save by making a few simple changes.



Lyle Forsythe retired January 5, 2010. 
Lyle was hired as a Groundman on 
February 19, 1968 performing tree 
trimming and other duties. In 1969, he 
advanced to Tree Trimmer and later, 
Forester. 
 Lyle and his wife, Gretchen, live 
in Camp Point. They are the parents of 
two children, Joseph and Crystal and 
have four grandchildren. 
 In his retirement, Lyle plans to do 
some hunting, fishing and traveling. 
He looks forward to spending more time with his grandkids 
and family. 
 Adams Electric appreciates Lyle’s many years of service 
and wishes him well in his retirement!

Lyle Forsythe Retires
After 42 Years of Service

At the time of his retirement on January 4, 
2010, Bill Alexander served the members of 
Adams Electric Cooperative for over 46 years 
-- the longest employment for any employee 
of Adams Electric.

 Bill began his employment on June 
25, 1963 doing various jobs including 
right-of-way clearance, forestry and 
Groundman. In 1964, he became an 
Apprentice Lineman after which he ad-
vanced to Journeyman Lineman, Line 
Foreman and then Operations Superin-
tendent. At the time of his retirement, 
Bill held the title of Technician I. 
 Bill and his wife, Shirley, live in 
Camp Point. They are the parents of 
two daughters, Angie and Kelly and 
have three grandchildren. 
 Bill plans to enjoy his retirement by spending time on his 
woodworking. 
 The Cooperative appreciates the many years of service Bill 
dedicated to the members and wishes him well in his retirement!

Bill Alexander Retires
After 46 Years of Service

Ed Covey Retires
After 26 Years of Service

Ed Covey retired January 7, 2010. He 
began working for the Cooperative on 
June 6, 1983 as a Groundman working 
with the tree crew. In 1994, he became 
an Apprentice Lineman later advancing 
to Journeyman Lineman. Since May 
2005, Ed has been a Line Foreman for 
Adams Electric. 
 Ed and his wife, Judy, live in rural 
Camp Point. They are the parents of 
three children, Mike, Tom (deceased), 
and Christine and have seven grand-
children.
 Ed’s retirement plans include traveling, working around 
home, and spending time with his grandkids. 
 The Cooperative is thankful for Ed’s years of service and 
wishes him well in his retirement!

Report Elder Abuse
Were you the victim of a home 
repair scam?

Don’t let it happen again!
• If it sounds too good to be true, 
 it probably is.
• Get estimates before doing home 
 renovations.
• Do not pay for work in advance.
• Never do business without checking 
 references.
• Don’t be afraid to call the police and have 
 them check out the credentials of someone 
 who is working in your area.

Were you the victim of a 
telemarketing scam?

Don’t let it happen again!
• Don’t pay for any prize or send money to 
 improve your chances of winning. It’s 
 illegal to ask you to pay to enter a contest.
• Don’t be bullied into buying something 
 “right now.” If the caller persists, end 
 the call.
• Don’t give your credit card number to 
 anyone over the phone unless YOU made 
 the call. 
• Don’t give any caller your bank 
 account number.

If you or someone you know has been the 
victim of a scam, Break the Silence. Call the 
Department on Aging to talk confidentially 
with someone who will help you to alleviate 
the situation.

Illinois Department on Aging
Elder Abuse Hotline:
1-866-800-1409 (Voice)
1-888-206-1327 (TTY)
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Mike Olson Promoted 
to Line Foreman
Mike Olson has been offered and 
accepted the Line Foreman position va-
cated by Ed Covey who retired in Janu-
ary. Mike began his duties immediately.
      Mike started working for Adams Electric 
Cooperative on July 22, 1996 as a Service 
Technician in the Member Service Depart-

ment. In September 2000, he transferred to the Engineering & 
Operations Department as an Apprentice Lineman. Mike com-
pleted the Apprentice Lineman’s program in September 2004 
becoming a Journeyman Lineman. 
      The Cooperative congratulates Mike as he starts another 
phase of his career with Adams Electric Cooperative!

Illinois Electric Cooperatives
Receive Smart Grid Grant
 Several Illinois electric cooperatives 
will join the National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association’s Coopera-
tive Research Network (CRN) in 
a smart grid research project. 
The U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE) announced that NRECA’s 
CRN has been awarded $33.9 
million for the project through 
the American Recovery and Re-
investment Act. Seventeen electric 
cooperatives in 10 states will
match the funding to develop and test 
the next generation of two-way 
demand response programs. 
  Technologies will include meters, demand response switch-
es, in-home displays or smart thermostats, and other smart grid 
technologies. The research effort will include voltage sensors 
and fault detectors. The study will include obtaining data on to-
tal demand, distributed energy resources, peak pricing, member 
appliance control and self-healing technologies for improved 
reliability.
 Adams Electric Cooperative of Camp Point, Menard Elec-
tric Cooperative of Petersburg, and Prairie Power, Inc. of Jack-
sonville are the Illinois cooperatives involved in the research 
project. 
 According to Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, “This fund-
ing will be used to show how smart grid technologies can be 
applied to whole systems to promote energy savings for con-
sumers, increase energy efficiency and foster the growth of 
renewable energy sources like wind and solar power.”
 DOE awarded $620 million for projects around the country 
to help build a smarter, more efficient, more resilient electri-
cal grid. The projects include large-scale energy storage, smart 
meters, distribution and transmission system monitoring devices 
and a range of other smart technologies.
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- Continued -

Penny Power Grants Bring Change 
To Local Communities
The Penny Power Grant Review Committee wrapped up 2009 by 
awarding twelve grants. Fourth quarter grants totaled $8,386.00. 
 A grant for $1,500 was awarded to the Rushville Veterans 
Memorial to help build a memorial. Payson Community Unit 
School District #1 received $1,000 for a lighting upgrade in 
the gym. Big Brothers/Big Sisters of West Central Illinois was 
awarded $1,000 for their first-year volunteer/child match pro-
gram. Penny Power provided $1,000 to Liberty Community Unit 
#2 School for their Great Beginnings reading program. Quincy 
Christian School will use a grant of $750 to purchase multi-
purpose benches. Community for Christ Assistance Center will 
use another $750 grant to purchase food for the needy. St. Peter 
Lutheran Church of Lost Prairie was awarded $500 for new win-
dows and a door. Tri-Township Fire Department received $500 
for fire safety equipment. West Central Illinois Community Cen-
ter will use a grant of $500 for an art program for grades 1-3 at 
Camp Point and Golden elementary schools. St. Dominic School 
was awarded $390 for a subscription to an online encyclopedia 
service. Payson Seymour Elementary School was awarded $296 
for nature books. Barry Food Pantry received $200 to purchase 
food for the needy.
 Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny Power program pro-
vides grants to worthy groups in or near Adams’ service territory. 
Participating members have their electric bills rounded up each 
month. Since the first grant in September 2005, donations to 
date total over $144,000. The next deadline to apply for a Penny 
Power grant is April 5, 2010. For more information about Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s Penny Power Program, or to request a 
grant application, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 593-7701.

Co-op Food Drive a Success!
Adams Electric Cooperative collected food items in 
November and  December for local food pantries. 
A total of 163 items were collected from members. 
Employees and directors joined the efforts and con-
tributed an additional 414 items for a grand total of 
577 food items. The food was delivered to local food 
pantries in Adams, Brown, and Schuyler counties 
the week before Christmas. For every item donated, 
members were entered into a drawing. One name 
was drawn to receive his/her choice of a $50 bill 
credit or $50 cash. The winner of this year’s con-
test was Cindy Shelts of Camden. The Cooperative 
wants to thank everyone who contributed in making 
our 2009 food drive a success!

First graders at Central Elementary School 
had the opportunity to create works of art 
thanks to a Penny Power grant from Adams 
Electric Cooperative members. Saving Money with a Space Heater

Some space heating companies claim that you can save 50 percent on your heating bill by using their space heater. 
The only way to save money with a space heater is to use the unit in the room you’re occupying and turn down your 
main heating system substantially. You would need to lower your thermostat about 17 degrees (about 1 degree for 
every 3% you want to save). If you don’t mind that most of your house would be around 50 degrees and you’d have 
to move the one space heater from room-to-room, as you move from activity to activity throughout the home, then 
you could, potentially, save money on your heating bill.
 The price range varies between space heaters. Keep in mind whether you want to buy a piece of furniture 
or a space heater. Space heaters that look like furniture can cost more. Every electric space heater has the same 
efficiency - 100%. One 1500 watt space heater is no more efficient than another 1500 watt space heater. 
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” on WTAD every 
Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline 
County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to 
promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To order Doug’s 
video or ask energy efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. 
More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be found at 
www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

How many of you have had this 
situation? As the wind blows outside 
and the temperature drops, you get 
chilled even while you are standing in 
the middle of your house. How does
this happen? The answers are simple. 
The three biggest problems with 
the comfort of your house are 1) air 
infiltration, 2) air infiltration, and, you 
guessed it, 3) air infiltration.
 The total air infiltration in an 
average house is the equivalent 
of having a door or window open 
every day of your life. Now, you’ve 
probably heard it said that a house 
needs to breathe. In all my years in 
this work, I’ve never had anyone 

really explain why a house needs to 
breathe or even what that statement 
really means. Another word for house
breathing is, simply put, leaks.
Just think with me for a moment. If 
you can keep the cold air from getting 
in, it won’t take as much to heat your 
house, not to mention the fact that 
you would be a lot more comfortable 
in your home. So where does the air 
come in? Think of it this way.
Anywhere an ant can get in, air can get 
in. Here are a few major 
problem areas:
 * Where your wall touches 
  your slab.
 * Cracks between the wood 
  framing in your home’s walls.
 * Around electrical receptacles 
  and light switches in your 
  house, even on interior walls.
  (When the north wind is 
  blowing, go feel the electrical 
  outlets and switches on your  
  north wall.)
 * Holes and leaks around your 
  sink plumbing. To heck with  
  the ants, sometimes a mouse
  can get through these holes.
 * Gas and fireplace flues.
 * Recessed can lights that are not 
  IC-rated. Between 3 and 10 
  cubic feet per minute of air
  will pass through one of these 
  lights. A typical plastic garbage 
  bag is 3 cubic feet. So that

  means that three garbage bags 
  full of air can leak out of one of  
  those lights every minute.
 * The return air system of your 
  heating/cooling unit. In the 
  average house, gigantic 
  amounts of air enter through 
  this system.
 So how are you going to stop the 
cold air from penetrating your home 
this winter? The solution is mostly 
labor and a little bit of material. Now,  
say this with me. “Caulk it. Caulk it. 
Caulk it.”
 For big holes, such as those under 
the sink, simply use expandable foam. 
For the smaller cracks, use a clear 
siliconized caulk. For electrical outlets 
and light switches, install the
insulated foam gaskets and childproof 
plug inserts. Installing cellulose 
insulation in your attic will also help 
reduce air infiltration from your attic 
space. (We’ll discuss insulation
in detail next month.)
 These products can be purchased 
at most home centers, including 
the Doug Rye Energy Center at the 
National Home Centers, Inc., store 
in North Little Rock. There are also 
professionals who can test your home 
and correct the problems. The surest 
way to find the leaks is through a 
blower door test, which reveals 
where all the leaks are, even those 
you can’t see.

Why is your house cold?
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Jeannette’s Baked Potato Cheese Soup

Jeannette’s Baked Potato
Cheese Soup

Submitted by Jeannette Dopheide
4 Tbsp. butter
1 lg. onion
1/2 cup celery, diced (or green pepper)
1/2 cup red pepper, diced
1/2 cup flour
2 small cans chicken stock
3 cups whole milk
2 cups frozen hash browns, heated *
4 cups shredded cheese **
Salt and pepper to taste
Toppings: Green onion 
 and chopped bacon
Sweat the vegetables in butter over 
medium heat until onions are clear. 
Add the flour and whisk into the 
vegetables until they are coated evenly 
in flour. Add the liquids and whisk 
together, raise the heat to medium or 
high until the mixture begins to sim-
mer gently. Let the soup simmer until 
it thickens to your desired consistency. 
Add the heated potatoes and check for 
seasoning. Does it need salt or pepper? 
Turn off the flame and remove the pot 
from heat. Add the cheese a handful 
at a time, stirring between handfuls. 
Serve with toppings.
* I like the frozen potatoes that are cut 
into cubes, not shredded. To cook the 
potatoes, bake at 425 degrees with a 
little bit of oil until heated through and 
golden brown (about 15-20 mins). You 
could use fresh potatoes, but it’s easier 
this way.
** I like using a Mexican blend of 
cheeses (not taco, taco blends have 
spices) because using only one kind of 
cheese can get a little heavy.

Chicken Echiladas
Submitted by Ginger DeMoss

4 chicken breasts (cooked & diced)
1 (16 oz.) container sour cream
2 cans Campbell’s cream of chicken
2 cans Campbell’s Nacho Fiesta soup
1 sm. can chopped green chilies (or 
 substitute 3/4 cup salsa)
8-10 tortillas
1 bag Mexican shredded cheese
Spray a 9x13 pan with oil. Combine all 
ingredients except tortillas, cheese and 
chicken. Place about 1/4 cup of diced 
or shredded chicken on each tortilla, 
spoon about 1/2 cup of wet mixture 
on the chicken and wrap the tortilla to 
form a roll. Place side by side in the 
9x13 pan. Save enough soup mixture 
to cover entire dish. When all tortillas 
are closely placed in the pan, spread 
remaining mixture and sprinkle with 
shredded cheese. Bake at 350 degrees 
uncovered for 20-30 minutes or until 
cheese is melted. 

Tip: This is a wonderful way to use 
leftover Thanksgiving turkey. Use 
turkey instead of chicken.

Is your organization selling a 
cookbook? We’ll feature it for 
free with space-permitting. 
Send details, a contact phone 
number and three sample 
recipes to:
Adams Electric Cooperative
Country Kitchen
P. O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320

How is rodeo a part of your life?
The better question is, how is rodeo not a part of my life. Not 
growing up in what one would call a “horse/rodeo family,” it’s 
hard to believe where I am today. Rodeo and horses for me, to-
day, affect just about every aspect of my life. Sometimes I have 
to step back and laugh at how much of my life my horses have 
taken over. In the spring, summer, and fall, I have a riding sched-
ule for my horses that exists to keep them in the best shape that 
they can be in. I am a firm believer that the time you take with 
your horses at home, during the week, will show through at the 
rodeo during the weekend. I have also learned that you have to 
treat your horse like gold. My family has invested a lot of money 
to give me great horses, so it’s up to me to take care 
of that investment.  

How did you become involved in the Miss Rodeo 
Illinois competition and when were you crowned 
Miss Rodeo Illinois 2009?
By the time I decided that I wanted to be in the Miss Rodeo 
Illinois Pageant, I had already been named 1st runner up in 
two other rodeo queen pageants as well as also being the 2006 
Schuyler County Fair Queen. In September 2007 I competed for 
the title of Miss Rodeo Illinois ‘08 but that year was not meant 
to be for me and I took home yet another 1st runner up title. Af-
ter that, I decided to rethink what I wanted in life. “Did I really 
want to be Miss Rodeo Illinois? Was this dream something that 
the Lord really wanted me to do or was it something that I just 
wanted?” After much debate I decided that I would give it one 
last shot and lay it all on the table. If I lost, then I would be done 
pageanting and I, at least, would have the knowledge that I gave 
it my all and it just wasn’t meant to be. If I won then I would 
have the whole year of 2009 to live out the dream I had had for 
so long. And, so it came to be in September ‘08 that I would be 
selected as Miss Rodeo Illinois 2009.

What were your responsibilities as 
State Rodeo Queen?
As a state queen, your responsibilities are to travel across the 
country to rodeos promoting your state. Unlike many other pag-
eant queens in the world, a rodeo queen’s motto is simple: “You 
are at the rodeo to serve, not be served.” I knew this motto going 
into my year, but I had no clue how true that motto would be. 

Taco Delight Soup
Submitted by Esther Strosaker

1 lb. hamburger, browned & drained
1 envelope dry taco seasoning
1 (15 oz.) can black beans
1 (15 oz.) can pinto beans
1 (15 oz.) can Great Northern beans
1 cup frozen corn
1 (15 oz.) can diced tomatoes
 with chilies
1 cup instant brown rice
1 cup water
2 cups tomato juice
Mix all ingredients and bring to 
a boil. Lower heat and simmer for 
20 minutes. Serve with warm corn 
chips or plain as a main dish.

Have a recipe you’d 
like to share? 
Send us an email to: 
ldotson@adams.net or 
include it with your 
electric bill payment!

When you are at a rodeo, you are always asking what you can 
do to help, from carrying flags, interacting with the crowd, or 
just sitting at an autograph table making a child’s night just 
because they got to meet you.

Describe some of the highlights of your journey 
as Miss Rodeo Illinois 2009?
While there are so many memories from this year that I will 
never forget, there are a few that stand out for me. My “western 
trip” as I like to call it was very special to me because most of 
my year I flew to my destinations with fellow queens, but this 
2500 mile round trip my mom was able to come with me, and we 
drove! On this trip, our first stop was Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado, for the annual Pike’s Peak or Bust Rodeo where some of 
the other queens and I were able to go to the top of Pike’s Peak, 
visit the ProRodeo Hall of Fame and even have a private tour of 
the Air Force Academy. Next on our tour was Estes Park, Colo-
rado, for the Rooftop rodeo where I was privileged to carry the 
American flag on horseback to the national anthem to start their 
rodeos. Nothing can compare to the pride I felt carrying that flag 
with people’s hands over their hearts and all eyes on you, sur-
rounded by mountains on a beautiful black horse. The last stop 
on this trip was Cheyenne, Wyoming, for the Daddy of ‘em all, 
the 113th annual Cheyenne Frontier Days. While we were there, 
a highlight of that week was getting to see George Strait under a 
wide open western sky. 
 My last trip as Miss Rodeo Illinois was the long, and I do 
mean long, drive to Las Vegas, Nevada, for the Miss Rodeo 
America Pageant. It was a bitter sweet drive for me. At one 
point in the drive, my mom and I  looked at each other and said, 
“Wow! I can’t believe it’s over. How did it go so fast?” And, 
that really is the truth. It seems like only yesterday that it was 
January 2009 and I was leaving on my very first trip to Denver, 
Colorado, and now I am watching a new queen, one year later, 
leave on that very same trip.
 In one year, I have traveled more than some people will ever 
travel in a lifetime and learned more about myself and who I am 
as a person than most twenty-two-year-olds would ever discover 
at this age. As the old saying goes, “All good things must come 
to an end,” but I think that while this good thing has come to an 
end my life has many more good things to come because of who 
I have become from this past year.

An Interview with

Miss Rodeo Illinois 2009
State Rodeo Queens travel the country throughout the year and compete in 
the Miss Rodeo America Pageant during the Wrangler National Finals Rodeo 
in Las Vegas, Nevada in November. The Miss Rodeo America Pageant is an 
annual competition recognizing talented cowgirls from across the United States. 

Rebecca Kloker of Rushville, Illinois, reigned as the Miss Rodeo 
Illinois 2009. She is the daughter of Norman and Jean Kloker of 
Rushville. Norman and Jean are members of Adams Electric 
Cooperative. Rebecca shares her journey.

Jeannette’s Baked Potato Cheese Soup
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From the Heart
55th Young Artist Concert
Feb. 14 (3pm) Morrison Theatre, 
QJHS, 14th & Maine, Qcy. 
Winners of the 55th Young Artists 
Competition will perform with the 
Quincy Symphony Orchestra. Cost: 
$12 & $15. (217) 222-2856

Wizard of Oz
Marionette Puppet Show
Feb. 15 (7pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Experience the magic of 
puppetry. 
To register, call (217) 223-1309

32nd Annual Winter 
Bluegrass Festival
Feb. 19 & 20, Holiday Inn, 4821 
Oak St., Qcy. Featuring: Kody Norris 
& The Watauga Mt. Boys, The 
Punches Family, Men of the Week, 
Gerald Evans & Paradise, Karl 
Shiflett, and MC, Noble Boyd. Call 
(217) 223-7800 for reservations. 
www.tsbafestivals.org

Pro Championship 
Bull Riders Tour
Feb. 20 & 21, Oakley Lindsay 
Center, Qcy. (217) 223-1000

6th Annual 
Home & Leisure Show
Feb. 20 & 21, Quincy Mall. Home 
improvement, decorating, gardening, 
electronics, cooking, lawn 
equipment, camping, travel, hobbies 
& more. (217) 223-5292 

Low Impact Exercise
For Adults
Feb. 22-Apr. 8 (5:30-6:30pm on 
Mon. Tues. & Thurs.), Emerson 
Community Center, Qcy. 
$30/RSVP. (217) 223-7703

Ferns in the Landscape
Feb. 23 (1pm), Adams Co. 
Extension, 330 S. 36th St., Qcy. 
Four Seasons Gardening, a 
12-session program. Includes 
a wide array of gardening & 
landscaping topics. This session 
focuses on how ferns can provide 
multi-season interest. Color slide 
presentation accompanied by the 
voice of the instructor as people 
from all over the state participate.
Cost per session: $5/person. 
Advance registration is required. 
(217) 223-8380

Red Cross Blood Drive
Feb. 24 (1pm), Quincy Public 
Library. For appointments, call 
(217) 223-1309

Mike Gooding Benefit
Feb. 27 (2pm-?), Southeastern 
Elementary School, Bowen. Meal 
starts at 2pm. Auction starts at 
4pm. Raffle items, 50/50 drawing. 
Music by DJ Danny Veach. (217) 
440-3068

WIU Farm Expo
Feb. 27 & 28, Western Hall, 
University Dr., Macomb. 2010 
Agriculture Mechanization, Craft 
& Toy Show. (309) 298-1231

Valentine’s Day Tiny Tot Party
Feb. 13 (9:30-11am), Mt. Sterling YMCA. 
Crafts, games & light breakfast. Cost: 
$5/members ($3/ea. add’l child); $8/non-
members ($5/ea. add’l child). Kids under 
2, adults, and babysitters accompanying 
children are free. Kids 10 & younger 
must be accompanied by an adult. 
Walk-ins welcome but pre-registration is 
appreciated by Feb. 10. (217) 773-2230

Small Acreage Workshop
Feb. 13, Adams Co. Extension Office, 
330 S. 36th, Qcy. Wondering what 
to do with that 5-10 acres? Breakout 
sessions include: Grape production; 
vegetables; tree fruits; intro to food 
preservation; timber; poultry (eggs & 
meat); blueberries. General discussion 
on marketing your products. Cost: $30/
person (includes lunch). Pre-registration 
required. (217) 223-8380

Valentine’s 
Candlelight Meal
Feb. 13 (6pm), Scale House, 
Camp Point. Seating limited 
to 36. $19.95/person plus tax. 
Advanced reservations required. 
Call (217) 779-1991 or visit 
www.shellyrasche.com

An Evening 
With Lucille Ball
Feb. 13 & 14, Oakley Lindsay Center, 
Qcy. Performed by Suzanne LaRusch. 
Presented by Quincy Community 
Theatre. (217) 222-3209 for tickets.

Sleepytime Storytime
Feb. 3, 17 (7pm), Qcy. Public Library. 
Storytellers set the mood for bedtime 
w/books, snacks & crafts. Kids can 
wear PJs & bring their favorite stuffed 
animal. (217) 223-1309 

African American Textiles
Feb. 4 (6pm), Quincy Public Library. 
Explore symbols, techniques & 
traditions used in West African 
textiles & how they were reformed in 
African American quilts. Reservations 
requested. (217) 223-1309

Disney’s Geppetto & Son
Feb. 4-7, Oakley Lindsay Center, 
Qcy. Classic tale of an aging 
toymaker & his puppet, Pinocchio. 
Presented by Quincy Community 
Theatre. (217) 222-3209 for tickets. 

Great American Wing Fest
Feb. 6, Oakley Lindsay Center, Qcy.
Sample wings & take part in the Hot 
Wing contest. (217) 223-1000

Soup Supper
Feb. 6, Union United Methodist 
Church, 1101 State, Qcy. 
(217) 223-6062

Project Next Generation
After School Mentoring 
Feb. 9, 25 (3:30pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Includes use of software, 
printers, digital cameras, etc. Contact 
Deborah Riddell (217) 223-1309

Application Form
Adams Electric Cooperative & Adams Telephone Co-Operative’s

2010 Youth to Washington Contest
Youth Day 

& Youth To Washington
Contest Information & Guidelines:
The Youth to Washington Contest 
is open to all area high school 
sophomores and juniors.
 Up to 32 finalists will be 
selected to participate in Youth Day 
on April 21 in Springfield based on 
their applications. During Youth Day, 
students will tour the Illinois Capitol, 
visit the Abraham Lincoln Museum 
and meet students from across 
Illinois.
 At the end of Youth Day, 
students will participate in brief 
interviews. Immediately following 
the interviews, Youth to Washington 
winners will be announced. Two 
winners and an alternate will be 
selected to represent Adams Electric 
Cooperative and two winners and an 
alternate will be selected to represent 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative. 
Winners will travel to Washington, 
D.C. by charter bus on June 11-
18 for an all-expense paid tour of 
Washington, D.C.
 While on tour, winners will 
visit the Civil War Battlefield at 
Gettysburg, the National Cathedral, 
Smithsonian Museums, Vietnam 
Memorial, Lincoln Memorial, FDR 
Memorial, George Washington’s 
home and grounds, Supreme 
Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington 
Cemetery, the Holocaust Museum, 
among numerous other sites. 
Students will also enjoy a special 
twilight Potomac River Boat 
Cruise.*
 During the tour, students 
will take part in a Chip-N-Pop 
Co-op and learn how cooperatives 
operate. Find out why being a 
member is so important. 
 Lasting memories will be 
created with friends from across the 
United States. 
 Adams Electric Cooperative 
has been sending students to 
Washington since 1959. In 2004, 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
joined the program, doubling the 
number of local winners. Don’t miss 
your chance to participate!
*Some sites vary year to year.

This application should be completed and returned to either Adams Electric 
Cooperative or Adams Telephone Co-Operative by Friday, February 19.
Applications postmarked after February 19 will not be considered.

Contact information:
 Laura Dotson
 Adams Electric Cooperative
 PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL  62320
 (800) 232-4797
 Amanda Stotts
 Adams Telephone Co-Operative
 PO Box 217, Golden, IL  62339
 (877) 696-4611
Name: ________________________________________________________
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name: __________________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: ___________________________________________
Telephone Number: _____________________________________________
Email Address: ________________________________________________
High School: ______________________________ Grade: ____________ 
Date of Birth: ______________________________ Age: ______________ 
Using additional paper, please provide the following information:
Personal Achievement (Non-School Activities)
Please provide information regarding your participation in non-school related 
activities, such as community, religious, or other non-school related organizations. 
Include the organization, number of years and accomplishments/remarks.
Personal Achievement (School Activities)
Please provide information regarding your participation in school-related activities. 
Include the organization, number of years and accomplishments/remarks.
Special Awards or Recognitions Received
Please provide any other information you feel is useful regarding special awards, 
recognitions or accomplishments.
Future Education Goals
Please provide your future education goals.
Short Answer Section:
What do you hope to learn most about our governmental process and why?
What is the difference between a cooperative and a company?
Please explain why you feel you should be chosen to represent your cooperative on the 
Washington, D.C. tour.
If selected to represent Adams Electric Cooperative or Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
on the Youth to Washington Tour, how would you encourage participation in the Youth 
Tour program at your high school?

By completing and submitting this application, I verify my eligibility to attend Youth 
Day in Springfield. If chosen as a Youth Day participant, I commit to the trip to 
Springfield. I also understand that if I should be selected as one of the winners of this 
contest, I would take the all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
_________________________________   _________________________
Student’s Signature Social Security Number

I hereby give my consent for _________________ to participate in the “Youth to 
Washington” contest and take the all-expense paid tour* to Washington, D.C. if 
selected as a winner.
_________________________________   _________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Signature Relationship
*  The entire tour will be properly chaperoned. Additional information regarding this program may be obtained from Laura Dotson at Adams 
Electric Cooperative or Amanda Stotts at Adams Telephone Co-Operative.
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June Events........May 1
July Events.........June 1
August Events.....July 1



No matter what make or model, 

24 hours a day, EVERYDAY, 

we’re ready to provide you  

with the highest level of 

professional service for your  

energy system.

And, we’ll offer smart solutions 

customized for your home that 

will save you money with Carrier 

Heating and Cooling Systems,  

the World’s Leading Brand! 

Get answers at petersheatingandair.com

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368� 
1975 Keokuk Street • Hamilton, IL • (217) 8�47-2777 
1401 West Washington • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 28�5-1600
Also in Hannibal, Troy, Columbia & Kirksville, MO


