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We were delighted to receive your letter notifying us 
of a Penny Power grant award of $500. That was 
wonderful news! Your $500 grant will enable 
Transitions to purchase much needed equipment 
for our janitorial training program at our 
vocational training center.
 Please know that the equipment that we 
will purchase with your grant funds will benefit adults who have 
disabilities and help them learn work skills that can lead to 
community employment.
Regards,
Barbara Baker Chapin
Director of Development

Thank you for the grant we received. This money will be used to 
help mothers and their children break the cycle of instability in 
their lives.
 We could not continue to offer our services in our community 
without your support as the demand continues to increase.
 Thank you for believing in and supporting our mission. Your 
gift of $350.00 is a priceless treasure.
 Your compassionate spirit and generosity is a blessing to the 
people we serve and to the entire community.
With gratitude and admiration,
Joanne Dedert, Executive Director
Madonna House

Thank you so much for funding my class to purchase white boards 
and supplies. The class was very excited to use them and many 
more students will benefit in the future.
Thank you for supporting teachers!
Sincerely,
Kathy Humphry
Dewey School, 2nd Grade
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager
Capital Credits are 
an integral part of 
the financing of your 
Cooperative and a 
very positive part of 
being a member of a 
not-for-profit electric 
utility. Everyone likes 
to receive a check in 

the mail or a credit on their electric utility 
bill. What are capital credits and why do 
members receive them?
 In September of this year starting 
at the Annual Meeting, we provided 
checks or credits to the members totaling 
approximately $400,000. The retirement 
was for the years 1988 and 2006.
 We are a not-for-profit organization.  
Owned by our members, 
the money to cover the 
cost to maintain, repair, 
and construct the electric 
system comes directly 
from the members 
paying their monthly 
electric bills. Each year 
the Cooperative has 
revenue and expenses.  
We also have financial 
requirements that we must 
maintain to stay in good standing with our 
lenders. To meet these requirements and 
to stay financially healthy, revenue needs 
to be higher than expenses. The difference 
between the revenue and expenses are 
margins. These margins are allocated 
each year to each member’s capital credit 
account based on the amount of business 
you did with the Cooperative and are 
called capital credits.
 These margins create the equity in 
the Cooperative. Margins earned from 
electric revenues are the only real source 
of equity for not-for-profit electric 
cooperatives. The equity allows us to 
borrow money. Without the equity and 
a strong balance sheet, we would not 
have the ability to borrow money at a 
low interest rate to rebuild lines, improve 
reliability, finance projects, and maintain 
the electric distribution system. Think 
about the couple of wind storms we have 
had over the last several years or a large 
project that has a thirty-year life. If we 
could not borrow money and would have 
to recover all of our expenses through 
rates every year, electric rates would have 
to be higher and would be more volatile 
to cover emergencies and/or high cost 
projects in a given year.
 Lenders look at the underlying 
financial strength of the Cooperative. 

A strong and consistent equity level is 
one key aspect of financial strength. It 
is essential for us to maintain the right 
balance between retiring capital credits to 
members and retaining sufficient equity on 
the balance sheet. The equity is not a pot 
of money sitting in a separate account, it is 
part of the distribution system – the poles, 
wires, transformers, etc. Since you are also 
the people the Cooperative serves, capital 
credits reflect each member’s ownership 
in, and contribution of capital to, the 
Cooperative. This differs from dividends 
investor-owned utilities pay shareholders, 
who may or may not be customers of 
the utility. 
 The Cooperative returns the equity to 
the members within a thirty-year period.  
Most of the assets we purchase will last 
this retirement cycle. We have currently 

retired all the capital credits 
through 1988 and parts of 
2006 and 2013. This return 
of capital credits is different 
than most businesses where 
the margins are profits 
that are kept and put back 
in the business or sent to 
stockholders without any 
of the money ever being 
returned to the consumer.   
 Why did we retire parts 

of 2006 and 2013?  The Cooperative had 
high margins in 2006 and wanted to start 
returning a portion of 2006 to help future 
boards manage the capital credit process. 
We retired a portion of 2013 at our 75th 
anniversary so current members would 
receive money back from the Cooperative.
 When the Cooperative was started in 
1938 and through today, members provide 
equity through the electric rates to finance 
the Cooperative. Our membership continues 
to increase with new members using and 
adding on to the distribution system that 
members prior to them helped to create. It 
is a reoccurring process where old capital is 
retired back to the members and new capital 
is brought in.
 You are a member-owner of your not-
for-profit electric cooperative. Abiding by 
one of the Cooperative’s seven principles 
– Member Economic Participation – the 
board determines the retirement of capital 
credits to its members, based on the 
Cooperative’s financial stability. Capital 
credits are just one of many differences that 
set Cooperatives apart from other 
business models.
 We appreciate your patronage and 
enjoy being able to return capital credits 
back to the membership!  
(149132-004)

Capital Credits

Board of Directors:
President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Vice President
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Director
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Director
Kris Farwell .................... Plymouth
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.
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Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
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www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Adams Electric Cooperative’s office will be closed 
Fri., December 23 and Mon., December 26 

to celebrate Christmas.
The Cooperative office will also 

be closed for New Year’s Day observance
on Monday, January 2.
 If you have an outage, 

call (800) 232-4797.

Outages

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!Click on our link at: www.adamselectric.coop

If you choose to disconnect your 

air conditioner in the winter, 

please use the switch outside that 

is mounted on the condensing unit. 

Do not turn off your air condition-

er at the breaker. Doing so sends a 

signal that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have ques-

tions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

If you disconnect. . .

When you’re out of power during major outages, we’ll keep you posted!

Pay your bill 24/7online or by phone!
Visit adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Pay Online!

Free Trip!

High school sophomores/juniors:

How would you like to win a week-long 

all-expense paid trip to

Learn more at:

adamselectric.coop



December 2016  •  Adams Outlet  •  5  4 • Adams Outlet • December 2016

48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

Call the Inside Guys for a FREE Evaluation 
of your home’s current HVAC system ...

chances are they’ll save you money!

You’ve heard about geothermal.
Find out if it’s right for your home.
With savings up to 70% on
your monthly utility bills and the 
30% Federal Tax Credit 
Ending December 2016, 
now’s the time!

Bob Musolino
Hamilton

Kent Wasson
Pittsfield

petersheatingandair.com

847-2777 285-1600

Hamilton, Pittsfield & Quincy, IL - Hannibal, Kirksville, Troy/STL & Columbia, MO
Now Accepting Online Bill Pay

Channing Peters
Quincy
222-1368

Act Now! Geothermal
Tax Credits End Dec. 2016Thank you so much for giving us the Penny Power Grant. 

You made it possible for me to buy the Read for a Lifetime 
Book Program at the high school and to buy several series 
sets at the grade school.
 The grade school students 
couldn’t wait to see what 
I bought. After the first week of 
school, only a few books 
were left.
 The high school students also 
are very excited about the 
new books. Nine of the books were 
checked out the first day 
of library.
 Once again, thank you so much for making so many 
children excited about reading.
Sincerely, 
Sue Genenbacher, Media Specialist
Southeastern CUSD 337

The Community for Christ Assistance Center would like to 
thank you for your generous donation of $650.00 to purchase 
supplies for the 8th annual Back to School Fair for the 
students in Community District #3 and children of CFCAC 
clients. With the continued support that we receive from the 
community and generous donations like yours, we were able 
to supply over 436 students with the school supplies, shoes 
and backpacks they will need to have a successful 2016-2017 
school year.  
Thank you,
Pat Heinecke
Community for Christ Assistance Center
School Fair Committee

Thank you so much for honoring us with your recent 
grant award! We are so grateful to receive support for our 
Comprehensive Youth Services program and appreciate the 
trust you place in our therapists and caseworkers to help 
children succeed in school.
 CYS serves kids who come to school burdened with 
the devastating effects of poverty, crime, substance abuse, 
assault, trauma and family dysfunction. With your help, we 
continue our long partnership with the schools to provide 
them with skills, support and hope.
 I read in your recent Adams Outlet that you scored 
highest in the state in a community involvement survey of 
your members. It’s telling of the culture that you promote, so 
thank you for all you do for west central Illinois in the areas 
of youth enrichment. Bravo!
Sincerely,
Kate Blair, Development Director, Cornerstone

The Village of Camden would like to thank the Penny Power 
board and all the Adams Electric members who make the 
grant monies possible. The $500 has made it possible to put a 
new roof on our pavilion at Camden Park. We are so thankful 
for the help.
Village President,
Rob Baker

- Member Comments Continued -

Thank you so much for your generous $400 Penny Power 
grant. We are striving to continually upgrade and improve 
our horse facility. We want to have the best horse venue in 
the Midwest to encourage children and their families to enjoy 
their equine friends and give folks a safe environment to 
come to.
Thanks so much,
Diane Frazier, Adams Co. Fair Association

Thanks so much for the Penny Power Grant. We were able to 
purchase 37 award winning books with the grant money we 
received. Thanks so much for your continued support of our 
library. 
Thanks again,
Julie Parker, Charlotte Krueger, Loretta Carroll, Betty Buss, 
Barbara Day Graff, Janet Rig, Edwin Waters, Becky Barlow, 
Betty Allen

Just a few lines to let you know that I am most thankful that 
my husband and I were members of the Adams Electric 
cooperative at one time and that I am now receiving the 
welcome refund checks that come unexpected in the mail. 
 We were on REA (Adams Electric) for a number of years 
until we had to move to town and always had good service 
which we really appreciated. 
Yours truly,
Marjorie Robertson

Thanks you so much to Adams Electric Cooperative for the 
$230.00 contribution to our school. Your gift will be used 
by our faculty to provide learning activities for our students 
that will benefit their education. (Typing Master keyboard 
software membership), we are very grateful to you for 
this gift.
 Thank you for your generosity to St. Dominic School and 
for the great electrical service that Adams provides for us.
Sincerely,
Sue Kelley, Principal
St. Dominic School

(Editor’s Note: The Co-op donated Annual Meeting leftovers 
to Golden Good Shepherd Home.)
We appreciate your donation! We made Sloppy Joe’s to go on 
the hamburger buns! Everyone loved it. Also thank you for the 
applesauce.
Thank you,
Golden Good Shepherd Home

Thank you for the generous Penny Power Grant. We will 
use this to help us purchase a desktop computer and other 
electronic devices so that we can create, monitor, and 
preserve an inventory of the items in our Heritage Room. 
 Our mission is to preserve, protect, and promote a 
collection of local historical artifacts and records for Camp 
Point. Your donation will help us achieve that goal.
Sincerely,
Camp Point District Historical Society



Twenty-two applications 
for Penny Power grants 
were approved by the 
grant review committee on 
October 19, 2016. A total 
of $9,756.00 was granted 
to the following groups/
organizations:

• Special Olympics 
 Illinois - $300 toward  
 cost of Bocce Ball sets  
 for area tournament
• Seymour Elementary  
 School - $215 for 
 subscription to Music  
 Express magazine
• Girl Scout Troop 5375 
 - $350 toward cost of  
 bench for Illinois 

  Veterans Home
• Transitions of Western IL - $400 toward  
 cost of portable wheel chair scale
• Central Elementary School - $250   
 toward purchase of four active 
 learning stools
• Toys for Tots - $500 for toys for needy  
 children in Adams, Brown, Hancock, 
 and Pike Counties
• Adams County Farm Bureau 
 Foundation - $850 for Ag in the 
 Classroom program
• St. Mary’s Pre-K class - $357 for 
 classroom puzzle sets
• Central Jr-Sr High School IRC - $275 
 for books
• Early Childhood & Family Center - 
 $300 for ELMO projector
• Horizons Social Services - $700 toward  
 the cost of a walk-behind floor scrubber

Penny Power 
Grants Awarded
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• The Camp Point District Historical 
 Society - $450 for computer and monitor
• Unity Elementary School-$260 for tablet  
 and case
• Big Brothers/Big Sisters of West 
 Central IL - $400 for recruitment of new  
 volunteers and children
• Central School District Transportation  
 Dept. - $300 toward cost of installing  
 seat belts on school buses
• Augusta Senior Center - $600 toward  
 cost to repair and upgrade senior center
• Liberty Booster Club - $1,000 toward  
 cost to build a shelter house/batting cage  
 in memory of Amanda Krutmeier
• St. Peter School - $350 toward cost of  
 recycled bench
• Brown County Elementary School - $249  
 for classroom subscription for Math app
• Liberty Junior High School -$300 for  
 robotics program
• Bowen Christian Church - $1,000 for  
 snack pack project
• Webster Elementary School - $350 for  
 perpetual plaque for AR reading club

To date, the program has donated a total 
of $387,965.31 to area groups and 
organizations. The next deadline to 
apply for a 
Penny Power 
grant is 
January 3, 
2017.  

Illuminate Your 
Holiday Season 
with Safety
Don’t let the bright and colorful sparkle of the 
season distract you from taking the precautions that 
you need to stay safe when decorating. Safe Elec-
tricity provides tips on safe holiday decorating. 
 If you are decorating with an artificial tree, 
make sure you choose one with fire resistance pro-
tection. With a real tree, make sure that the needles 
are green and sturdy with a trunk that is sticky with 
resin. These are indicators that your tree is well-
hydrated. Keep your tree stand filled with water so 
that the tree does not become overly dry and present 
a fire hazard.  
 Never place your tree near to heat-emitting de-
vices, such as space heaters or radiators, which can 
become fire hazards. The National Fire Protection 
Association reports an annual average of 210 home 
fires as a result of Christmas tree mishaps. 
  Any lights that are hung either inside or out-
side of the home should have a label indicating that 
they have been certified by an accredited indepen-
dent testing laboratory. The 
Consumer Product Safety 
Commission estimates that 
1,300 people are treated 
for injuries involving holi-
day lights each year. 
 Also make sure the 
lights are rated for the 
location in which they will 
be used—whether indoors 
or outside. Before hang-
ing your lights, check the 
strands for broken bulbs 
as well as fraying or bare 
wires that could present 
electrical hazards. Always 
replace damaged products. 
 Typically, one exten-
sion cord should only have 
three strands of lights con-
nected to it at most, but you 
should also check that the extension cord is rated for 
its intended use. Never run extension cords under 
carpets, through doorways, or where they could be 
damaged by furniture.  
 When decorating outside, always be sure to 
look up and double check that you and any equip-
ment, such as a ladder or a light strand, are a 
minimum 10 feet away from overhead power lines. 
When securing light strands, never staple or nail 
them into place, as this could damage the product. 
Outdoor lights and decorations should be plugged 
into an outlet with ground fault circuit interrupter 
protection.
 Be sure to turn off all lights before leaving the 
home or going to sleep. A timer can help you do 
this.
  Safe Electricity hopes your season will be 
merry, bright, and safe. For more information on 
electrical safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Members of the Liberty Booster Club accept a Penny Power grant 
for $1,000 toward the cost to build a shelter house/batting cage in 
memory of Amanda Krutmeier.
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It’s hard to believe how quickly pennies add up. Adams 
Electric’s Penny Power program began in September 
2005. About 72 percent of our current members have their 
electric bills rounded up each month. In the last 11 years, 
the extra pennies have totaled $387,965.31! These funds 
have provided grants to area organizations, and as you can 
imagine, have made a huge impact on our area. 
 One of the seven principles of electric cooperatives is 
commitment to community. Adams Electric has always been 
dedicated to our members. We want to do everything we 
can to make our area a better place to live. The Cooperative 
has been involved in economic development programs. We 
have developed an electrical safety class for fire fighters, 

police departments and other first responders. Line crews 
have installed street decorations at Christmas time and 
numerous lighting projects for ball fields. The Youth 
Tour program, Electricity School and IEC Memorial 
Scholarship have enhanced learning opportunities 
for area students. There have been many programs 
over the years that illustrate our commitment to our 
members. Yet, Penny Power remains one of our 
largest undertakings. 
         Penny Power applications are reviewed 
quarterly (in January, April, July and October). A 
committee made of up three Adams Electric staff (Bill 

Stalder, Steve Jennings, and Laura Dotson) and three 
alternating members (Rhonda Hester, Andrea Sims and 

Lola Gronewold) review the applications. 
 Schools seem to make the most requests for funds. 

Reading, typing, and math resources including books, apps, 
software, Elmo visual presenters, and tablets are popular. 
During a time when government funding is short, schools 
depend on other sources of funding like Penny Power to fill 
the gaps. 
 One project that stands out was a school supply 
event by Two Rivers Council Foundation. A young boy 
was shopping with his mother at Walmart and spotted a 
backpack he desperately wanted. Unfortunately, his mother 
just couldn’t afford the backpack. Sad, but still hoping, he 
moved the backpack to the back of the rack, hoping that 
maybe it would still be there later when his mother got paid. 
Soon after, Two Rivers held their School Supply Project. 
One little boy’s eyes lit up when he spotted his favorite 

backpack and was able to proudly carry it home. Needless to 
say, we made someone’s day.
 The need for assistance is growing. Through local 
food pantries and Central Adams Firecrackers 4-H Club 
(Community for Christ Assistance Center), Penny Power 
has contributed to purchasing can goods and thousands of 
pounds of ground beef to help feed our community.
 “Penny Power is making huge strides each quarter. It 
feels good knowing we’re making a difference and we’re 
supporting each other,” says Manager of Communications 
Laura Dotson. 
 “We receive the application, look at the need, consider 
the funds available and grant money to these projects, but 
it becomes real when the organization sends us a picture 
and you can see the joy on someone’s face. It makes it hit 
home,” says Bill Stalder, Manager of Marketing/Member 
Services. 
 Wheelchairs, handicap ramps, electric lift, a quilted 
sling, social skills and independent living programs have 
helped improve the lives of our physically and mentally 
challenged friends and neighbors. 
 Helmets, radio earpieces, rescue blankets, AED 
devices, drug dogs and other rescue equipment have filled 
needs of first responders and law enforcement. The Quincy 
Citizens Police Academy once requested funds for an 

emergency response vehicle for the Emergency Response 
Team of the Quincy Police Department. Bill Stalder, 
Manager of Marketing/Member Services remembers the 
check presentation. He said, “The group was hard at work 
fundraising, giving up another Saturday to raise money for 
their project. I showed up at their fundraiser. It was bright 
and sunny that day and I was trying to hold the giant check 
backwards so the ladies couldn’t see the amount. The sun 
was shining through and all of a sudden they saw the zeros 
on our check for $5,000 and three of them burst into tears. I 
had a hard time holding back my own tears. It was obvious 
how passionate they were about their work and it is those 
moments that really make Penny Power so rewarding.”
 Shelter houses, safer playground equipment, new 
landscaping, pool improvements, building improvements, 
training programs, the list goes on and on.
 We thank our members from the bottom of our hearts 
for contributing. Without you, this successful program 
wouldn’t be possible. Together we are making change! 
 The next deadline for Penny Power grant applications 
will be January 3, 2016. For more information about the 
Penny Power program, contact Bill Stalder at (217) 509-
7760 or at bstalder@adamselectric.coop.

$387,965.31 in pennies...
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By Megan McKoy-Noe

Magicians may pull rabbits out of hats, but 
many homeowners perform captivating 
acts of their own by taking natural heat and 
cooling power from air and earth and trans-
forming it into conditioned comfort. Yet 
this act doesn’t involve any sleight of hand 
trickery: it simply requires a heat pump.
 Heat pumps move heat into residences 
during winter and out of them in summer, 
trimming overall home heating and cooling 
costs by as much as 40 percent, accord-
ing to the U.S. Department of Energy 
(DOE). Different heat pumps succeed in 
specific regions. Air-source heat pumps 
work well in the Southeast, where tempera-
tures rarely drop below freezing. In more 
northerly climates geothermal heat pumps 
shine because their heat source remains 
shielded—the top 10 feet of earth consis-
tently measures between 50 to 60 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 
 A heat pump system can deliver value 
to your home if the model used matches 
your region and if it’s installed properly. 
Here’s a guide to three different types of 
heat pumps.

Geothermal
Outside temperatures may vary, but the 
earth’s temperature remains steady year-
round and can be harnessed to make homes 
comfortable. According to DOE, geother-
mal heat pumps offer energy savings be-
tween 30 percent and 60 percent annually 
when compared to conventional baseboard 
or radiant heating systems, and are typi-
cally the most efficient heat pump option.
 Geothermal heat pumps move a 
liquid or water through pipes buried in 
the ground, then into a home. Also called 
ground-source heat pumps, there are two 
types of units: a groundwater (open-loop) 
system uses well or pond water, while an 
earth-coupled (closed-loop) model uses 
a water and antifreeze solution. Systems 
can be installed horizontally or vertically, 
depending on available space.
 Geothermal efficiency depends on 
climate, soil and water conditions, and 
landscaping. For example, soil that trans-
fers heat easily requires less piping. Rocky 
terrain may require a vertical loop system 
instead of a more economical horizontal 
loop system. 
 When buying a geothermal system, 
compare two elements: coefficient of 
performance (COP) for heating, and the 
energy efficiency ratio (EER) for cooling. 
ENERGY STAR-qualified models must 
provide a rating of at least 2.8 COP and 13 
EER.

Air-Source
Air-source heat pumps use a system of 
coils to evaporate a refrigerant and, with it, 
draw heat away from a home, cooling the 
air. In winter the magic reverses with the 
flip of a valve, and your home heats.
 The system delivers up to three times 
more heat energy than electricity con-
sumed, but is not perfect. Air-source heat 
pumps often do not fare well in regions 
with sub-zero temperatures. A back-up 
system of electric resistance coils kicks-
in when air temperatures dip below 40 
degrees Fahrenheit, but this method of 
heating—similar to a toaster—isn’t energy 
efficient, costing more to operate than tra-
ditional heating systems. Some air-source 
heat pump systems, notably reverse cycle 
chillers (RCC), offer heating alternatives 
to keep homes efficiently comfortable at 
lower temperatures—they store heat in an 
insulated tank of water. Others include gas-
fired backup furnaces, also increasing their 
winter efficiency.
 When shopping for an air-source heat 
pump, compare the seasonal energy ef-
ficiency rating (SEER) for cooling prow-
ess, and heating seasonal performance 
factor (HSPF) for compressor and heating 
element strength. ENERGY STAR models 
guarantee a SEER of 12 or more and a 
HSPF of 7 or more. For warmer climates, 
SEER is more important than HSPF; in 
colder climates find a system with a high 
HSPF.

Ductless/Mini-Split
In a twist of a classic magic trick, duct-
work funneling conditioned air to differ-
ent rooms can cause some air to “disap-
pear”—wasting from 15 percent to 20 
percent of the energy used to heat or cool 
the air. While sealing air ducts and proper 
insulation helps, another option is to by-
pass ducts with a ductless version of an 
air-source heat pump (DHP), also called a 
“mini-split” heat pump.
 Small and versatile, ductless heat 
pumps have two main parts: an outdoor 
compressor/condenser and one or more 
indoor air-handling units. These compo-
nents are linked by a cable (refrigerant 
line). Many systems offer up to four indoor 
units to condition different rooms, and 
some systems come with wireless remotes 
or wall-mounted control units.
 According to CRN, these devices use 
an estimated 50 percent to 60 percent less 
energy than traditional forms of heating. 
DHPs are ideal for room additions where 
duct work may not be possible, or for 
homes with “non-ducted” air conditioning 
(i.e. window units). Indoor models can be 

mounted in the ceiling, hung on the wall, 
or placed on the floor.
DHPs are costly—30 percent more expen-
sive than traditional central air systems 
(not including ductwork). Installation can 
also be tricky—if a system is too big for 
the space, energy will be wasted and the 
correct temperature may not be reached. 
 
Innovation Boosts Efficiency
Heat pump technology isn’t new—geother-
mal has been used since the 1940s—but 
innovations are improving performance 
and efficiency. 
 Dual-source heat pumps combine 
geothermal systems and air-source tech-
nologies. Though not as efficient as true 
geothermal systems, the device costs less 
than putting in a geothermal system and 
avoids some of air-source’s pitfalls during 
cold weather. 
 Another technology advancement, 
two-speed compressors, condition the de-
sired amount of air (heating or cooling ca-
pacity) needed at different times—standard 
compressors only operate at full capacity. 
Having this option reduces compressor 
wear and saves energy.
 With all heat pumps, compressor 
design further enhances performance—a 
scroll compressor offers quieter operation 
and provides 10 to 15 degrees Fahrenheit 
of warmer air in heating mode, when com-
pared to systems with traditional piston-
driven compressors. 
 Some heat pumps offer variable-speed 
or dual-speed motors for fans (indoor and 
outdoor) which minimizes drafts and keeps 
air flowing at a comfortable rate.

Saving on Systems
Although heat pumps are more expensive 
than traditional air conditioning, rebates 
and tax credits can help cut the cost. A 
federal tax credit equal to 30 percent of the 
cost for materials and installation, with no 
limit on total project expenses, applies to 
geothermal heat pumps through Dec. 31, 
2016. A list of requirements can be found 
at www.energystar.gov/taxcredits. To find 
incentives in your state, check the Data-
base of State Incentives for Renewables 
and Efficiency at www.dsireusa.org. 
Since heat pump success depends on re-
gion, contact Adams Electric at (800) 232-
4797 or (217) 509-7760 to find out which 
type of system might work for you.
 Source: U.S. Department of Energy, National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory, Geothermal Energy Association, International Ground 
Source Heat Pump Association, 2010 CRN Residential Appliance and 
Equipment Survey
 Megan McKoy-Noe  writes on energy efficiency issues for 
the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, 
not-for-profit electric cooperatives. Magen Howard and Brian Sloboda 
contributed to this article.

The Magical Value of Heat Pump Systems
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Peaches & Cream Pie
Submitted by Scott Bergman

3/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking powder
1 (3 oz.) pkg. non-instant vanilla 
 pudding mix
3 Tbsp. butter, softened
1 egg
1/2 cup milk
1 (29 oz.) can sliced peaches, drained  
 and syrup reserved
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup + 1 Tbsp. white sugar
1 tsp. ground cinnamon

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease 
sides and bottom of a 10 inch deep dish 
pie pan. In a medium mixing bowl, mix 
together flour, salt, baking powder and 
pudding mix. Mix in butter, egg and 
milk. Beat for 2 minutes. Pour mixture 
into pie pan. Arrange the peach slices 
on top of the pudding mixture. In a 
small mixing bowl, beat cream cheese 
until fluffy. Add 1/2 cup sugar and 3 
Tbsp. reserved peach syrup. Beat for 2 
minutes. Spoon mixture over peaches to 
within 1 inch of pan edge. Mix together 
1 Tbsp. sugar and 1 tsp. cinnamon and 
sprinkle over top. Bake in preheated 
oven for 30-35 minutes until golden 
brown. Chill before serving. 

Fresh Apple Pie Fritters
Submitted by Dorothy Morrell

1 cup all-purpose flour
2 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. baking powder
Dash of salt
2 eggs, slightly beaten
2/3 cup milk
1 tsp. cooking oil
4-6 tart cooking apples, pared, cored 
 & sliced crosswise
Fat for frying
Granulated sugar

Sift together flour, 2 Tbsp. sugar, baking 
powder & salt. Combine eggs, milk & 
cooking oil. Add to dry mixture, beat 
until smooth. Dip apple slices, one at a 
time in batter to coat well. Fry in shal-
low hot fat at 375 degrees for 2 1/2 to 3 
minutes until golden brown.

Coconut Date Whoppers
Submitted by Joyce Ringenberg

8 oz. pitted dates, chopped
1/2 cup water
1/3 cup white sugar
3 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1 1/2 cups brown sugar
1 cup margarine or butter
2 eggs
1 tsp. vanilla
1/3 cup milk
2 1/4 cups coconut

Cook dates, water and white sugar, stir-
ring until thick. Cool. Sift flour, baking 
soda and salt. Set aside. In large bowl, 
beat brown sugar and margarine with 
mixer until fluffy. Add eggs and vanilla. 
Beat well. Add dry ingredients, alternat-
ing with milk. Place coconut on sheet 
of waxed paper. Drop dough by heaping 
tablespoons. Roll in coconut. Place on 
ungreased baking sheet. Make depres-
sion 1 1/4” in middle of ball. Fill with 
date mixture. Bake 350 degrees about 
12-14 minutes.

Peaches & Cream Pie

Old-Fashioned 
Sugar Cookies

Submitted by Jenny Lawler

1 cup butter or margarine
1 cup vegetable oil
1 cup powdered sugar
1 cup sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs
1 tsp. baking soda
4 cups flour
1 tsp. cream of tartar
1 tsp. salt

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Sift 
together flour, baking soda, cream of 
tartar and salt. Set aside. Thoroughly 
cream vegetable oil, butter and both 
sugars. Add vanilla and eggs. Add sifted 
dry ingredients, stir in and blend. Roll a 
teaspoon of soft dough into a ball. Roll 
ball in sugar. Place on cookie sheet. Dip 
a flat bottomed glass into sugar and flat-
ten ball of dough. Bake for 8 minutes. 
Makes around 8 dozen. Baking time 
may vary.
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Meet Your 
Employees
We’ve featured our directors. Now, 
let’s feature our employees! Watch 
for this new column each month!

Jon Metz
Journeyman 
Lineman
Working for you 
since 2006

Tell us about yourself! 
I am married to Deana. We 
have two daughters, Kayla 
(7) and Ashlyn (2). My hob-
bies include hunting, fishing 
and spending time with 
family. 

When I was a kid, I 
wanted to be: a baseball 
player. I’ve been a fan of the 
St. Louis Cardinals forever. 

If I’ve learned anything 
at all... 
the three females I live with 
are always right.
Editor’s note: Smart man!

You’ve been given access 
to a time machine. Where 
and when would you 
travel to and why?
I would travel back to the 
1960s so I could hunt with 
my Great Grandpa and 
Grandpa and I could listen 
to their stories firsthand.

When you were a child, 
what seemed to be the 
most valuable thing you 
owned and why? A Gen-
eral Lee matchbox car. My 
mom still has it. We even 
had a dog named Bo and my 
brother’s name was Luke. 

Night of Carols
Dec. 4 (6pm), Mt. Sterling United 
Methodist Church, 120 S. Capitol. 
Community sing of favorite carols 
suggested by the audience. 
Refreshments following in the 
church fellowship hall. Elevator 
access. 

Hannibal Journey to 
Bethlehem
Dec. 8-11 (doors open at 4pm, first 
tour at 5pm), Orpheum Theater, 
5th & Broadway, Hannibal. Visit 
the village of Bethlehem. Live 
animals. Tours start at theater. 
Entertained at indoor production 
then board trolley to trail. (573) 
719-3216

Peter and the Starcatcher
Dec. 8-11, 16-18, Quincy 
Community Theatre. A grown-up’s 
prequel to Peter Pan, a musical 
play. For tickets, call (217) 222-
3209

Paint Your Own Pottery
Dec. 10 (10am-noon), Quincy Art 
Center. For all ages! Get creative 
and paint some pottery. No 
reservations required. Purchase 
individual molded and handmade 
pots and paint them! Pottery is 
ready to be picked up a week 
later. Prices start at $5.

Caregiver Stress
Dec. 1 (11:30am), Charles 
Place, 840 W. Wilson, 
Rushville. Providing care for 
someone with memory loss 
cna be a labor of love, but it 
can also be stressful. Learn 
stress-reduction strategies. 
Registration required. 
(217) 228-1111

Ornament Workshop
Dec. 3 (10am-Noon), Quincy 
Public Library. Deck the halls with 
homemade ornaments. Stop in 
anytime during event to make 3 
ornaments. 

Kiddie Bazaar
Dec. 3 (8:30am), 3 locations: 
Salem Church Hall, 435 S. 9th, 
Quincy; Camp Point United 
Methodist Church, Hwy. 24; and 
Liberty Christian Church, 102 Park 
St. Children Pre-K thru 5th grade 
can shop for Christmas gifts. They 
will learn how to budget and make 
assisted gift decisions. Gifts from 
$0.50 to $4. 

Quincy Chess Club
Dec. 3 (6pm), County Market, 48th 
& Broadway, Quincy. Players of all 
levels welcome. Free instruction, 
weekly ladder competition, friendly 
games, bughouse team chess and 
more!

First Christian Church
Concert Series
Dec. 4 (Dinner starts at 4:30pm, 
Concert at 6pm), First Christian 
Church, 117 West Washington, 
Mt. Sterling. Soup supper. Holiday 
cookie & candy sale. Christmas 
with Steve Surratt & Friends. 
(217) 773-3247

Medications Reviewed
Dec. 13 (9am-4pm), Quincy Senior 
Center, 639 York. Medication 
interactions and duplications are a 
leading cause of death. Get your 
medications reviewed. Sponsored 
by HyVee Pharmacy.

Cook’s Night Off
Dec. 15 (4pm), Quincy Senior 
Center, 639 York. Enjoy fried 
chicken or roast beef w/2 sides plus 
dessert for $7. Dine in or try the 
fastest drive thru in town.

Helping Hands Ministry
Dec. 17 (9am), Calvary Baptist 
Church, Pittfield. Free household 
cleaning items, paper products, 
baby care, personal hygiene, 
laundry items and more. Open to all 
families in need. 

Live Nativity
Dec. 18 (5-7pm), Ursa Christian 
Church. See the sights and sounds 
of the Christmas story. Live camel, 
donkey, sheep and more. Warm up 
with soup, cookies, and hot cocoa. 
Free will donations accepted.

Beaux Arts Ball
Dec. 22 (7pm), Oakley Lindsay 
Center. Annual fundraiser for Quincy 
Art Center.

Calendar of Events

P.O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL  62320

For more information, contact
Bill Stalder at: (217) 509-7760
bstalder@adamselectric.coop
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