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Thank you so much for inviting us to your Annual 
Meeting to present the flags. Our girls had an 
amazing time!! They loved having such 
a great responsibility as presenting our flag. 
They enjoyed the games, snow cones, face 
painting and dinner. We appreciate the generous donation as 
well. This will help our troop continue to do fun things and 
become productive leaders in our community. Thank you 
again for thinking of our Girl Scout troop! 
Thanks, 
Girl Scout Troop 5382

Thank you Co-op for the $625 given to the Community for 
Christ Assistance Center to help finance our annual school 
fair for the Central School community. Your loyalty to our  
   cause it greatly appreciated.
        We strive to give our local  
   school children the basic tools to 
   begin each school year along with  
   tennis shoes and winter apparel.
   Thank you,
   Wanda Leenerts, Board Chair, 
   Community for Christ 
   Assistance Center

Cheerful Home would like to take this time to thank you for 
the opportunity to purchase Crib Dividers for our Infant 
Room. By purchasing dividers, we meet licensing standards 
that require three feet of space between cribs, a sturdy 
and cleanable divider. This Crib Divider set helps us meet 
licensing requirements and save space, too!
Sincerely,
Jeris Grim, Cheerful Home Child Care, Interim Director

We are grateful for the Penny Power grant awarded to us by 
the Adams Electric Cooperative. The $500 grant will pay for 
most of the purchase of the Developmental Indicators for the 
Assessment of Learning-4 Kit. This is a screening instrument 
we use to check the development of children ages three to 
five years old. We will provide a no-cost screening twice a 
year to a total of 40-50 children. Again, we thank you for 
your generosity. 
Sincerely,
Julie Radel, Prekindergarten Coordinator, Liberty School

We want to thank you for the Penny Power Grant money. 
We purchased three Kindles. They are being used in grades 
1, 2, 3 and 4. They are used as practice tools for math and 
reading. The students enjoy having them.
Thanks,
St. Mary’s Grades 1, 2, 3 & 4

I can not thank you enough for your grant of $400! 
Originally, we would have needed more to get the needed 
lap top, but we were able to purchase a lovely new laptop 
because of your donation! Teaching with technology is 
important, and now I can do it with no worries! 
Kristen Kamprath, Payson Special Education 
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Outages

On behalf of the Adams County Farm Bureau Foundation 
and Adams County Ag Literacy Program, I would like to 
thank you for your generous Penny Power Grant. The grant is 
helping to build Ag Literacy Kits with books students can use 
to learn more about agriculture and activities teachers can 
use to meet Common Core. 
Thank you!
Sharon Knorr
Ag Literacy Program Coordinator
University of Illinois Extension

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Click on our link at: 

www.adamselectric.coop

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on the condens-ing unit. Do not turn off your air conditioner at the breaker. Doing so sends a signal that there is a problem with your AMR meter. If you have ques-tions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

Make a note of it

If you disconnect. . .

Did you eliminate your land line? 

Do we have your 

current phone number on file? 

If not, please make a note of it 

on your electric bill 

or send us an email. 

billing@adamselectric.coop

When you’re out of power during major 

outages, we’ll keep you posted!
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager
The Cooperative is 
taking a long term, 
balanced approach to 
securing your future 
energy requirements.  
Many factors come 
into play when 
securing electricity for 

our members. Our goals are to offer stable 
rates with minimal volatility over the long 
haul. Diversified sources of electricity 
help us accomplish these goals. A mixture 
of owning generation assets, power 
purchasing agreements of various lengths, 
and purchasing from the market provides 
a balanced portfolio of resources and 
minimizes risk. The Cooperative knows 
it is not in the best long term interest of 
our members to put all of our eggs in one 
basket. Similar to a financial strategy, 
having diversity provides less risk over 
time.
 Currently, market prices are low 
due to many factors including the poor 
economy. People have a tendency to 
believe this is going to last forever. As my 
dad always said, “the pendulum always 
swings back the other way.” If you think 
back to 2008, market prices for electricity 
were very high and all generation sources 
were needed to meet demand. Since that 
time, what has happened? The economy 
has been struggling, and recently, natural 
gas prices have fallen. One thing to 
remember, the electric market is very 
volatile. Electricity can’t be stored for a 
practical matter. Supply and demand must 
always be in balance. Unlike grain that 
can be held and sold at different times, 
electricity must be produced at the instant 
it is used. If the Cooperative’s strategy 
would be to purchase all of the electricity 
our members require from the market, 
your bills would be very volatile. Last 
summer, electricity prices ranged from 
very inexpensive to over ten times higher 
than our current rates in the market. Those 
types of price swings are unacceptable and 
do not make sense for anyone in the long 
term.  What happens 5, 10, or 30 years 
from now? Going forward, plant shut-
downs, new environmental regulations and 
an improving economy all point to higher 
market prices. The Cooperative does not 
believe for a minute that relying on one of 
the most volatile commodity markets in 
existence as our sole source of electricity 
is prudent.  

 What happens to the supply side of 
the equation moving forward? Coal has 
been the backbone fuel for the Midwest for 
producing electricity. Coal generation assets 
are being removed from the Midwest due 
to the impracticality of adding pollution 
controls to 50+ year old plants. It becomes 
a question of economics; the plants are 
just too old to risk spending millions, 
sometimes billions of dollars to retrofit. In 
our general area of Illinois, Prairie Power 
Inc., our power supplier and Ameren have 
shut down the Pearl generation plant and the 
Meredosia generation plant, respectively. As 
generation is taken off line, what is being 
built to replace the lost generation? It takes 
years to build new generation assets. What 
happens when the demand comes back? 
With less generating assets, prices must 
go up and will go up faster than they came 
down. This is an issue of common sense, 
and as the old saying goes, there is no such 
thing as a free lunch.
 Cooperative members own part of 
the Prairie State Energy Facility, the new 
1600 Megawatt clean coal plant located in 
Lively Grove, Illinois. This facility has two 
generators and both are now in commercial 
operation. One strategic advantage of 
this facility is the Cooperative owns the 
fuel supply for this facility for thirty 
years, eliminating future fuel market and 
transportation cost risks. Recently, a study 
conducted by Peabody Energy indicated the 
coal cost for this facility was the lowest of 
over 350 power plants studied. The facility 
will provide approximately 60 percent of 
our current generation needs. This plant 
will provide our members a strong strategic 
advantage moving forward.
 With the favorable current wholesale 
power market, the Cooperative continues to 
take an aggressive approach to securing the 
rest of its energy needs by leveraging the 
current market conditions. These are mostly 
short term deals because suppliers will not 
offer longer term contracts without a hefty 
risk premium. Again, our philosophy is to 
provide reliable electricity at a stable and 
competitive cost for the long run. We are 
proud to have taken difficult steps to secure 
our members’ energy future for decades to 
come. We are applying a balanced, sensible 
approach to ensure we will not be reliant 
on others to save us when the pendulum 
swings. We believe we are better positioned 
for sound value than ever before. When the 
American economy comes back, and it will, 
we stand proudly ready for the challenge.

Adams Electric’s Strategy 
for Wholesale Power Cost

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
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Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
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Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
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Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
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Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
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Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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Local calls dial direct:
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Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”
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Eleven grants were approved through 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny Power 
program during the October cycle. A total 
of $7,575.00 was awarded to the following 
groups/organizations:
• Seymour High School ─ $100 for food 
 prep equipment for Family and Food 
 Science Department  
• Washington School ─ $500 for parenting  
 training program
• Seymour Elementary School ─ $550 for  
 iPad, apps, and accessories
• Rotary Club of Quincy ─ $750 for 
 holiday turkey giveaway program
• Community for Christ Assistance Center  
 ─ $625 for Back to School Fair for 
 Central School District
• Adams County Fair Association ─ $500  
 toward lighting and wiring upgrades for  

Remote 
Disconnect Meters 
Beginning January 1, Adams Electric Coop-
erative will be using remote disconnect me-
ters as part of our automatic meter reading 
system. These meters will be installed only 
on accounts that fall under certain criteria. 
Criteria may include, but is not limited to: 
non-paying members, threatening animals, 
areas with fences that limit access, etc.
 If an account is subject to a remote 
disconnect meter, you will or have already 
received a letter informing you of the instal-
lation. There is no charge for the installa-
tion of the remote disconnect meter.

Question: At the 2012 Annual 
Meeting, I believe I heard that 
Adams Electric has a new strategic 
plan. Is that correct and how does 
long range planning work?
Answer: Yes that’s correct. A good 
practical strategic plan defines the goals 
for the organization, the actions that 
will be utilized to achieve those goals 
and the measurement standards that 
will identify progress made toward each 
goal. The board and the staff worked for 
nearly a year to develop a strategic plan 
that was clear, concise, and practical 
plus offered a significant benefit to the 
membership. 
 In the energy world it’s true that 
many things do change monthly, weekly 
or even daily. However, there are cer-
tain business principles that tend to re-
main relatively constant. For example, 
wise use of technology often leads to 
lower costs and improved service. Also, 
it’s true that the larger the cooperative 
the greater the opportunity to lower ad-
ministrative costs. Thus, two of the key 
initiatives in the new strategic plan are 
to find ways to grow the Cooperative 
and to rapidly adopt new technology. 

Question: How often is the strate-
gic plan reviewed?
Answer: Parts of the plan are evaluated 
monthly, other parts quarterly and the 
entire plan annually. As changes evolve 
in the energy world, adjustments can be 
made to the plan. The board is confident 
the plan will lead to even greater suc-
cess for Adams Electric. 

Next issue: Jim Benz will 
address the growth of a 
cooperative as a key part 
of the Strategic Plan.

with
Director
Jim Benz

The 
Cooperative’s 
Strategic 
Plan

 the show barn
• Adams County Farm Bureau Foundation  
 ─ $1,500 for Ag Literacy kits 
• Friends of the Park ─ $1,200 toward cost  
 of replacing the roof on the main shelter  
 house at Clark Park in Mt. Sterling
• Central Panther Baseball ─ $650 for 
 improvements to baseball field at Central  
 High School
• Village of Golden ─ $700 for computers  
 and software for village office
• Liberty Pre-K Program ─ $500 for 
 developmental screening kit for 
 pre-schoolers 
The next deadline to apply for a Penny 
Power grant is April 2, 2013. For more in-
formation on Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
program, contact Bill Stalder at 217-593-
7701 or visit adamselectric.coop.

Penny Power Grants Awarded

 This tech-
nology allows 
us to disconnect 
and reconnect 
members’ meters 
directly from the 
office instead of 
sending employ-
ees out to perform 
disconnects or 
reconnects. All fees associated with discon-
necting and reconnecting service due to a 
late payment will still apply. If you have 
questions about remote disconnect meters, 
please contact the billing department at 
(800) 232-4797.

(In The News continued on page 6)

James Blakeley, a member of 
Friends of the Park accepts 
a Penny Power check to help 
repair the shelter house roof 
at Clark Park in Mt. Sterling.
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This is your chance to vote for your area favorites 
and win $10 off your electric bill. The “Area” includes Adams, 

Brown, Schuyler, McDonough, Pike, Hancock and Fulton County of 
Illinois. Vote for as many or as few categories as you like, but keep in 
mind, only ballots with at least 20 votes will be (106080-001) eligible 
to win the $10 electric bill credit. Don’t forget to include the name of 
the town in which each establishment is located. One entry per person. 
Ballot must be postmarked no later than Thursday, February 28, 2013. 
One winner will be drawn March 15, 2013. We’ll publish the most 
popular answers in a future Adams Outlet. Support your favorites! 

Entry Ballot (or complete online at: adamselectric.coop)

Your Name: _________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________________
City: _______________________________________ 
Phone #: ____________________________________ 

Dining Worth the Drive: ____________________________ 
Breakfast: _______________________________________  
Park: ___________________________________________
Barbecue: _______________________________________  
Steak: ___________________________________________  
Town Square: ____________________________________
Home/Country Cooking: ____________________________  
Photographer: ____________________________________
Ice Cream: _______________________________________  
Farmer’s Market:__________________________________
Bakery: _________________________________________  
Flea Market: _____________________________________
Pizza: ___________________________________________  
Customer Service: _________________________________
Coffee: __________________________________________  
Campground: _____________________________________  
Place to Take the Kids: _____________________________  
Movie/Live Theater: _______________________________  
Arts and Crafts Show: ______________________________
Festival/Event: ___________________________________  
Most Beautiful Place: ______________________________
Historic Site: _____________________________________  
Bookstore: _______________________________________  
Winery: _________________________________________

Return ballot to: Adams Electric Cooperative, c/o Laura Dotson, 
P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL  62320-0247 by Thursday, February 28.

(In The News continued from page 4)

Grid Lines
■ Utilities prepare to repave America’s electric highway 
By Megan McKoy-Noe, CCC 

Imagine a major highway with vehicles all going one 
way. It’s rush hour—rows of impatient cars try to merge, 
pushing to reach a final destination. Exits for cities 
appear, and a steady stream of cars spread into the 
countryside.
 Electricity today travels across the nation in much 
the same way—moving from power plants along major 
transmission arteries until off-ramps deliver it to Adams 
Electric and, finally, your home.
 There’s a national push to improve this setup—re-
pave the electric highway, so to speak—to allow for a 
two-way flow of information. This would be accom-
plished by upgrading the physical network of poles and 
wires to bolster reliability and security, and deploying 
digital “smart grid” technologies that allow utility staff 
and equipment on power lines and substations to talk to 
each other. The ultimate goal: allow electric systems to 
operate at top efficiency and help consumers make better 
energy choices to keep bills affordable. 
 “Modernizing America’s electric system is a sub-
stantial undertaking,” states the U.S. Department of En-
ergy (DOE) in a recent report, Grid 2030. “The nation’s 
aging electro-mechanical electric grid cannot keep pace 
with innovations in the digital information and telecom-
munications network. America needs an electric super-
highway to support our information superhighway.”

Earth’s Largest Interconnected Machine
A challenge lies before utilities: how to transform a 
largely mechanical power network into a smart grid.
 North America’s electric grid may be the largest 
interconnected machine on earth, consisting of power 
plants, high-voltage transmission lines, smaller transmis-
sion lines, substations, and distribution facilities. But it 
wasn’t built with a master plan in mind. It was created 
as needed, one section as a time. As the nation’s electric 
needs grew, so did the grid.
 Today, the grid splits into three parts: the Western 
Interconnection, which reaches from the Pacific to the 
Rockies; the Eastern Interconnection, which continues to 
the Atlantic; and the Texas Interconnection, which cov-
ers most of the Lone Star State. Plans in Clovis, 
(In The News continued on page 13)

The grid operates in three segments nationally: 
      Western Interconnection           Eastern Interconnection    
      Texas Interconnection
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2013 
Tree Trimming
Adams Electric’s tree 
trimming crew and a 
tree trimming contractor 
will be trimming trees 
in areas  I, J, and part 
of A.

2013 
Spraying
A spraying contractor 
for Adams Electric will 
be working on areas C, 
D, E & L.

2013 
Pole Inspection
A contractor for Adams 
Electric Cooperative 
will be inspecting poles 
in areas  C and the west 
and south circuits in 
area M.

*Areas B, F,  G, H, and 
K are not scheduled for 
maintenance in 2013. If 
vegetation problems should 
arise in these areas, please 
contact the Cooperative for 
assistance.

Adams Electric Cooperative maintains an annual schedule for tree trimming, spraying, and 
pole inspections. The contract crews have magnetic signs on the sides of their vehicles that 
indicate they are contractors for Adams Electric Cooperative. If you have any questions or 
concerns, please contact Steve Fanning, Joyce Bockhold or Tim Brecht at the Cooperative 
at (217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

Tree Trimming, Spraying and 
Pole Inspection Schedule2013
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Why do we 
trim trees?

We trim trees to protect the safety and reliability
of electricity to you and your neighbors. When 

electric lines come in contact with tree 
branches, three problems can occur: 

power outages, fire hazards 
and safety hazards.

February 2013  •  Adams Outlet  •  9
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Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio program “Home Remedies” on WTAD every Saturday morning at 9:06 a.m. 
Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To ask energy efficiency-related 
questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be 
found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

Yes, you know the rest, the more they 
remain the same. It is unbelievable, isn’t 
it? Another year has passed. Well HAPPY 
NEW YEAR again. As I was thinking about 
this column and the ways that we could best 
help you in 2013, I also reflected on the 
past. I thought about many of the ways that 
the world has changed since I wrote my first 
column for this magazine. I also thought 
about how much faster and busier life seems 
to be with the technology revolution. Then I 
thought about the great opportunity that we 
have had to help so many people have more 
energy efficient and affordable houses. Just 
last evening a man said to me, “Y’all have 
done a good job teaching folks about energy 
conservation. I walked through several 
houses under construction recently and all 
of them were using Marathon water heaters 
and cellulose insulation. I believe that they 
learned to do that from y’all.” 
 With further discussion, I learned that 
“y’all” was referring to me and the Arkansas 
electric co-ops. Well, I love to hear 
comments like that. What we teach is good 

for the consumer, good for the environment 
and good for our nation. I have never had a 
single person say to me that teaching energy 
efficiency is a bad thing. So we will 
continue to teach in 2013, and we will try 
to do our best ever. We will use several 
methods to help you have a more energy-
efficient house including this column, 
seminars and www.smartenergytips.org.   
 As I thought about the ways that 
things have changed through the years, it 
occurred to me that energy efficiency, as 
relating to houses, has remained the same. 
I believe that if we made a list of every 
item that affected the energy efficiency of 
both a 30-year-old house and a brand new 
house, the  two lists would be essentially 
the same. Of course, we would expect the 
new house to be the most energy efficient 
of the two, and, in most cases, it would be. 
But not always. If the owner of an older 
home has corrected the house’s energy 
inefficiency issues, it could easily be more 
energy efficient than a newer house. I often 
get a call at the office where the caller starts 

by saying, “I live in a 50-year-old house 
and ...” I can tell by the sound of the 

caller’s voice that he/she has doubts 
as to what can be done or if there 

is even anything feasible to do that 
will make the older house more energy 

efficient. Well, the answer is nearly 
always, yes.
 It should be obvious by now that a list 
is important. And what is on that list? Well, 

it needs to identify the energy efficiency 
needs of your house only. That list should 
be based 
on facts and not guesses. In the 2013 
columns, we are going to do our best to help 
you know what needs to be on that list and 
to teach you how to make improvements so 
that you can start reducing the number of 
items on the list. We encourage you to not 
only read the columns, but to save them for 
further references. So, since it is already 
2013, let’s get started.  
 Without a doubt, the best way to know 
about the energy efficiency of any house 
is to obtain a detailed energy audit. I often 
tell folks that you will learn more about 
your house in a couple of hours with a good 
energy audit than you will learn in years 
without one. If your house has comfort 
problems or high utility bills, visit Adams 
Electric’s website to complete a free home 
energy audit.* And the sooner you respond, 
the better because the audit will almost 
always reveal problems. We will cover air 
infiltration problems in the column next 
month. As always, you can call me at 501-
653-7931 for other energy efficiency help.

*To complete an online energy audit, 
visit www.adamselectric.coop. Click 
on Community Services, then Energy 
Efficiency for All. A directory of area BPI 
certified energy auditors is currently being 
developed. More information on this list 
will be provided when available.

The More Things Change, the…
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

1999 Dodge Dakota SLT, 4x4, 3.9L 
V6, PS, PB, A/C, cloth interior, 173,671 mi., 
3 bed boxes, rust on bed rails

These units will be sold as is. Adams Electric Cooperative is accepting sealed bids on this unit 
until 5:00 p.m., February 25, 2013. Contact Tim or Rick at (217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

1999 Dodge Dakota SLT 1995 Chevy K2500

1995 Chevy K2500, 4x4, 6.5L V8, diesel, 
4 spd. auto., PS, PB, A/C, 224,073 mi. as of 
1/10/13, fiberglass service body
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48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Adams County 
Caramel Corn

Submitted by Carolyn Hildebrand, 
4-H Leader, Urban Farmers

3 bags Ultra Butter popcorn
1 cup real butter
2 cups brown sugar
1/2 cup white syrup
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. cream of tartar
Heat oven to 200°F. Pop corn -- put in 2 
pans. Soft boil for 6 minutes butter, sugar, 
and syrup. Turn off heat and take off. Add 
baking soda, salt, cream of tartar and stir. 
Pour over corn and stir every 20 minutes for 
1 hour.

Brown County 
Zucchini Brownies
Submitted by Heather Miller, 

4-H Parent, The Lucky Clovers
1 1/2 cup sugar 2 Tbsp. cocoa
1/2 cup margarine 1/2 tsp. salt
2 eggs 2 cups grated zucchini
2 cups flour 1 cup chocolate chips
1/2 tsp. cinnamon 2 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. baking soda 1/2 cup nuts
Cream 1 1/2 cups sugar and margarine. Add 
beaten eggs and mix well. Add dry ingre-
dients. Fold in zucchini. Pour into greased 
13x9x2 pan. Sprinkle chocolate chips, 2 
Tbsp. sugar, and nuts over top of the batter. 
Bake 30 minutes at 350°F.

Schuyler County 
Stuffed Green Pepper Soup

Submitted by Julia Vincent, 
4-H Parent, Starburst Club

2 lbs. ground beef, browned
2 qt. water
28 oz. can diced tomatoes
2 cups diced green pepper
2 beef bouillon cubes
1 box Uncle Ben’s long grain & wild rice  
 (original flavor)
1/4 cup brown sugar
Salt and pepper
Mix all and bring to a boil, then simmer for 
40 minutes. Can be cooked in a crock pot. 

Pike County 
Broccoli Salad Squares

Submitted by Regan Hoskin, 
4-H Member, Independence Hustlers

1 pkg. refrigerated crescent rolls
3/4 cup mayonnaise
2 tsp. sugar
1 tsp. vinegar
1 1/2 cups broccoli florets, chopped
4 slices bacon, cooked and chopped
2 Tbsp. red onion, thinly sliced 
 and quartered
1/4 cup golden raisins, optional
1 Tbsp. sunflower seed kernels
Preheat oven to 350°F. Unroll crescent 
dough; do not separate. Using lightly 
floured pizza roller, roll out dough on 12x15 
baking sheet. Bake 12-15 minutes or until 
golden brown. Cool completely. Mix mayo, 
sugar, and vinegar. Chop broccoli and ba-
con. Cut a thin slice of onion into quarters; 
separate pieces. 
Spread mayo 
mixture over top of 
crust. Sprinkle with 
broccoli, bacon, 
onion, raisins and 
sunflower seed ker-
nels. Serve immedi-
ately or refrigerate. 
Makes 12 servings. 

Hancock County 
Turkey Souffle

Submitted by Angie Ufkes
4-H Parent, Burnside Rising Stars

4 cups cooked and diced turkey
9 slices white bread (crusts removed)
1 can water chestnuts
8 oz. sliced mushrooms
1/2 cup mayonnaise
9 slices sharp cheddar
4 beaten eggs
2 cups milk
1 tsp. salt
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of celery soup
2 cups buttered seasoned crumbs
Line pan with bread. Top with turkey, mush-
rooms, chestnuts, dot with mayo, and top 
with cheese. Combine eggs, milk and salt. 
Beat and pour over all. Refrigerate over-
night. Bake 1 1/2 hours at 350°F. Can make 
with chicken, too.

Broccoli Salad Squares

Unit 14 4-H Cookbook 
For Sale

Cost: $10 (shipping extra), all proceeds 
benefit 4-H Federation in the county 
purchased

Adams County: 217-223-8380 
330 S. 36th St, Quincy, IL 62301 
Brown County: 217-773-3013 
111 W. Washington, Mt. Sterling, IL 62353 
Hancock County: 217-357-2150 
550 N. Madison, Carthage, IL 62321 
Pike County: 217-285-5543 
1301 W. Washington, Pittsfield, IL 62363 
Schuyler County: 217-322-3381 
710 Maple Avenue, Rushville, IL 62681
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Youth Tour 
FAQ

The 2013 Youth to Washington Contest is underway. You can find 
an application on page 15 of this issue and more information at: 
www.adamselectric.coop.

Do students have to be a member of a cooperative to be eligible 
for the contest?
No, the way we see it, anyone could be a member of a cooperative in 
the future. It is important for everyone to understand the benefits of 
cooperative membership. Students must be a sophomore or junior.

What’s the difference between Youth Day and Youth Tour?
Illinois students participate in Youth Day in Springfield on April 17 
where they will spend the day sightseeing and learning about coopera-
tives. Students will be excused from school to attend. At the end of the 
day, winners are announced for the trip to Washington, D.C., called 
Youth Tour. Youth Tour is held for all winners across the United 
States and take place June 14-21. Students will travel together with 
winners and chaperones from Illinois. 

How do you choose your winners?
Winners are chosen based on a combination of their short-answer 
applications and brief interviews during Youth Day. Students are 
interviewed by someone from the Association of Illinois Electric 
Cooperatives. 

Where do students go while on the Youth Tour?
Tours vary slightly from year to year, but will typically include 
the Civil War Battlefield at Gettysburg, the National Cathedral, 
Smithsonian Museums, George Washington’s home, Supreme 
Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington National Cemetery, the Holocaust 
Museum, among many other sites. They’ll also enjoy a special twilight 
Potomac River Boat Cruise. 

What is the deadline for applications?
Applications for the 2013 contest are due Friday, February 22; howev-
er, if you submit your application by our early bird deadline of Friday, 
February 8, you will be entered to win a $25 prepaid debit card!

New Mexico, were to connect all three segments at a mas-
sive substation dubbed “Tres Amigas.” 
 The grid includes approximately 3,000 utilities and 
other entities operating 10,000 power plants, according 
to DOE. More than 1 million megawatts of energy course 
across 300,000 miles of transmission lines nationally. And 
much of this vast network was designed at least 50 years 
ago—thus the need for a major upgrade.

Grid of the Future 
What will tomorrow’s grid look like? Paving a new, smarter 
grid calls for unprecedented cooperation and communica-
tion, since everyone has a different idea of what a future 
power network should be. Electric cooperatives believe 
there should be three main goals behind grid improvements: 
affordability, efficiency, and reliability. 
 To keep electric bills affordable, a smarter grid will 
provide tools to help co-op members manage their electric 
use, while automation devices and equipment will help 
reduce operational costs. And since electric co-ops are not-
for-profit, any money saved on day-to-day operations will 
ultimately be returned to members.  
 Technology focused on boosting efficiency could 
shrink a community’s carbon footprint by letting members 
cut their electric use during demand peaks and lowering 
line losses. Finally, a smarter grid will be more secure and 
can help electric co-ops restore service following an outage 
much more rapidly and safely than ever before. While it’ll 
still take the same amount of time to remove a tree that’s 
fallen onto distribution lines, a co-op will be able to pin-
point the location remotely rather than having to walk a line 
to find the problem. 
 As with all construction projects, these improvements 
will require study to make sure consumer benefits outweigh 
costs.
 Electric cooperatives, as consumer-owned and consum-
er-governed utilities, take a sensible approach to technology 
investments. This means the co-op business model, com-
bined with research funds, make cooperatives excellent test-
ing sites for exploring the value of smart grid for consumers 
and how these new technologies might be able to help keep 
bills affordable.
 To learn more, visit www.smartgrid.gov. For updates 
on how electric co-ops are leading the way with smart grid 
innovations, visit www.ECT.Coop. 
Sources: U.S. Department of Energy, Cooperative Research Network, ECT.coop

Co-op Directors 
Continue Their Education 
The board of directors of Adams Electric Cooperative must 
stay in tune with the latest issues facing cooperatives and 
the electric utility industry to make informed decisions for 
the membership. They must also be able to voice their posi-
tions when approached by members or the general public.
 Directors Becky Barlow, Jim Benz, John Kestner, Rick 
King, Lyle Waner and Bob Willis attended a course called 
“Under Scrutiny: The Board’s Role in the Age of Consumer 
Activism and Transparency”. The course helps directors 
to respond to the public, media, legislators, and regulators. 
Directors learned how to identify strategies to strengthen 
and communicate their position.
 Participating directors received continuing education 
credit for the completion of this course.
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57th Young Artists Concert
Feb. 10 (3pm), Morrison Theater, 
Quincy Jr. High. Quincy Symphony 
Orchestra performance. $12/seniors, 
$15/adults, 18 & under free. 
(217) 222-2856
Downloading e-Books 
& Audio Books
Feb. 13 (5-6:30pm), Quincy 
Public Library. Learn 
how to download 
library books to your 
e-reading or audio 
device. Bring your 
device to follow 
along. Register at 
(217) 223-1309

Payson 
Seymour 
Music Boosters 
Valentine’s Meal & Dance
Feb. 16 (6-10pm), Payson Grade 
School. Pork loin dinner (6-7pm) & 
live music. Meal $15. Admission for 
dance only $5/adults, $3/students. 
Advanced reservations requested by 
Feb. 13 for meal. (217) 656-3099

Central Junior High Play:
Show and Spell
Feb. 15 (3:30pm & 6:00pm), 
Central High School Auditorium. 
$3/adults, $1/child. For more 
info, call Cathy at 
(217) 430-7493

Beginners Beekeeping Class
Feb. 16 (9am-3pm), Farm Bureau 
Building, 330 S. 36th, Quincy. 
Continental breakfast. Ordering 
package bees at end of class. 
Sponsored by Mississippi Valley 
Beekeeping Association. $30/family. 
(217) 938-4975 or (217) 653-9804

Quick Journey 
Through The Bible
Feb. 5 (1-3pm & 6:30-8:30pm), 
St. Francis Church, Brother Martin Rm., 
1721 College, Quincy. Two groups, one 
in afternoon & one in evening. Meets 
once per week. (217) 222-2898

Pancake, Egg
& Sausage Breakfast
Feb. 9 (6-10am), First Christian 
Church, 390 N. Liberty, Rushville. 
Freewill offering. (217) 322-3363

Golden Lions Pancake
& Sausage Breakfast
Feb. 9 (6-11am), Golden Village Hall. 
Bake sale, raffle for 2 half hogs. Bring 
youth eyeglasses, cell phones, hearing 
aids & keys for recycling. $7.50/adults, 
$4/6-12, 5 & under free. Proceeds for 
blind & community betterment. 
(217) 696-2391

Wanda’s World 
Jan. 31-Feb. 3, Quincy Community 
Theatre. Feel-good, family musical 
for the “tween” in all of us. For tickets, 
call (217) 223-3209

Liberty Lions
Pancake & Sausage Day 
Feb. 2, St. Brigid Church Hall, Liberty. 
Whole hog sausage, pancakes & 
scrambled eggs. All you can eat. 

QU Student Art 
Silent Auction
Feb. 2 (6-10pm), QU Hall of Fame 
Room, 1901 Oak, Quincy. Silent 
auction of student artwork. Raffles 
& refreshments. Fundraiser to send 
QU art students to Self Employment 
in the Arts conference. $5 general 
admission, $3 for those under 21.

Central Adams Co. Fire 
Prot. Dist. Soup Luncheon
Feb. 3 (11am-1pm), Fire House, 
Coatsburg. Soups, sandwiches, 
desserts & drinks for freewill 
donation. Donations 
toward thermal camera. 

Calendar of Events

March Events.......Feb 1
April Events...........Mar 1
May Events..........April 1

June Events........May 1
July Events.........June 1
August Events.....July 1
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Application Form
Adams Electric Cooperative & Adams Telephone Co-Operative’s

2013 Youth to Washington Contest

Completed applications must be returned to either Adams Electric Cooperative 
or Adams Telephone Co-Operative by Friday, February 22. 

Applications postmarked after February 22 will not be considered.

  Contact information:
 

 Laura Dotson Bridgette Northern
 Adams Electric Cooperative Adams Telephone Co-Operative
 PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL  62320 PO Box 217, Golden, IL  62339
 (800) 232-4797 (877) 696-4611

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name: ____________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code: _____________________________________________________________________
Home Number: _____________________________  Cell Number: _____________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________________
High School: _______________________________ Grade: ___________________________________ 
Date of Birth: _______________________________ Age: _____________________________________
How did you hear about the program? _______________________________________________________
Using additional paper, please provide the following information:
1. Personal Achievement (Include both School & Non-School Activities)
Please list your participation in school-related activities, community involvement, religious, jobs, or other non-school related organi-
zations. Include the organization, number of years, special awards, recognitions, accomplishments/remarks.
2. What are your future education goals?
3. Following the election, what do you think the President should focus on first? What are your thoughts 
    on a solution(s) to this issue?
4. If given the opportunity to speak with elected officials for Illinois, what would you ask them?
5. What are some of the benefits of being a cooperative member? 
6. If you win the Youth to Washington program, you may be asked to help promote the program to fellow 
 classmates next year. Describe one way you would promote the program. Be creative!

By completing and submitting this application, I verify my eligibility to attend Youth Day in Springfield. If chosen as a Youth Day 
participant, I commit to the trip to Springfield. I also understand that if I should be selected as one of the winners of this contest, I 
would take the all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.

  ___________________________________   ___________________________________
 Student’s Signature Social Security Number*

I hereby give my consent for _____________________________ to participate in the “Youth to Washington” contest and take the 
all-expense paid tour** to Washington, D.C. if selected as a winner.

  ___________________________________   ___________________________________
 Parent or Guardian’s Signature Relationship

* The student’s social security number will only be used for security purposes should he/she win the trip to Washington, D.C.

**  The entire tour will be properly chaperoned. Additional information regarding this program may be obtained from Laura Dotson at Adams Electric Cooperative or Bridgette Northern at 
Adams Telephone Co-Operative.

R

Learn more on our website at: adamselectric.coop




