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Thank you and the rest of Adams Electric for
helping us reach our goal to get a Smart 
Board! We are all so thankful!
Miss Scottie Chatfield & Classes,
Quincy Junior High School

Thank you so much for the grant. We are planning our new 
addition and hope to be starting soon!
Thanks again,
Clayton Public Library

On behalf of the YWCA – Board of Directors, staff, 
volunteers, and supportive housing participants, I am writing 

to thank you for your very generous 
grant of $500 to the YWCA of 
Quincy. Your generosity will help to 
ensure the continuation and success 
of our program for homeless, single 
women with children. 
Sincerely, 
Mary Muehlenfeld

Once again I want to thank the 
Adams Electric Cooperative for the check (capital credits) 
which is always really appreciated and put to good use. 
 I enjoyed the many years that we were served by Adams 
Electric and always had good service. Enjoyed all the picnics 
that we were able to attend as it was a good place to get to 
see all the neighbors and acquaintances that one didn’t get to 
see every day. 
 Since my mother-in-law was one of the first directors, I 
feel like I have been connected to REA for a number of years. 
Keep up the good work. Thanks again!
Sincerely, 
Marjorie Robertson

We received Adams Electric’s Penny Power Grant check in 
the amount of $385. Thank you so much! With these grant 
funds we will purchase a snug vest. This vest will provide 
deep pressure therapy to children who attend the Transitions 
School and who have autism spectrum disorders. 
 We thank the Adams Electric Cooperative for this grant 
and for the Penny Power program. Your grant program has 
helped us meet many needs and benefitted those we serve. 
Regards,
Barb Baker Chapin, Director of Development
Transitions of Western Illinois

Mr. Stalder,
Thank you so very much for coming and sharing with us your 
knowledge and experience with electricity. It certainly was 
informative and we will all be safer due to our observance of 
Power Town. 
 Thanks again for the service Adams Electric offers to the 
surrounding communities!
Kate Fairley and Students
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by Steve 
Fanning 
Maintenance 
Supervisor

As a member, 
you may enjoy 
the beauty 
trees add to 

our region. But I also enjoy the 
comfort of knowing power will 
be available when I need it. At 
Adams Electric Cooperative, 
we’re committed to providing you 
with reliable power. There are some 
things we can’t stop—high winds, ice 
storms, tornadoes—but we do what we 
can to prevent other outage culprits.
 As you can probably guess, 
weather-related events cause the 
majority of power outages for 
electric cooperatives—a whopping 
19 percent according to a survey by 
our national service organization, the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association. But vegetation—trees, 
shrubs, brush—growing too close 
to power lines and distribution 
equipment leads to 15 percent of 
power interruptions. 
 To “cut back” on potential tree-
related problems Adams Electric 
operates an aggressive vegetation 
management, tree trimming, and right-
of-way maintenance program. Our in-
house line crews and contractor crews 
look for foliage growing under lines, 
overhanging branches, leaning or other 
types of “danger” trees that could pull 
down a power line if they fall, and 
trees that could grow into lines. It’s 
a job that’s never done—by the time 
crews finish trimming activities along 
our 2,230 miles of distribution lines, 
vegetation has started to grow back at 
the starting point. 
 The tree trimming program is done 
on a five-year cycle with the spraying 
program (also on a five-year cycle) 

following up on the trimmed areas 
two years later to slow or prevent 
regrowth. If a tree can be completely 
removed rather than trimmed, that is 
the best scenario.
 We also use a tracked right-of-
way mowing machine, called a Terex, 
to aggressively clear the trimmed 
and sprayed area under the line. This 
program has been very successful at 
keeping the lines clear of tree sprouts 
and tall brush and promoting 
grassy right-of-ways.
 In working to keep a safe, reliable, 
and affordable supply of power flowing 
to your home or business, we need your 
help. Let us know if you notice trees 
or branches that might pose a risk to 
our power lines. Even more important, 
before planting trees in your yard, think 
about how tall they may grow and how 
wide their branches may spread. As a 
rule of thumb, 25 feet of ground-to-sky 
clearance should be available on each 
side of our utility poles to give power 
lines plenty of space. Choose tree 
varieties with care and plant with power 
lines in mind.
 Thanks for your help as we work 
together to keep electricity reliable. 
To report trees you think may pose a 
problem, call (217) 593-7701 and ask 
for me, Steve Fanning. To find out 
more about proper tree planting, 
visit www.arborday.org.

Trimming Future Problems
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Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
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Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Penny Power

If you choose to disconnect your 

air conditioner in the winter, 

please use the switch outside that 

is mounted on the condensing unit. 

Do not turn off your air condition-

er at the breaker. Doing so sends a 

signal that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have ques-

tions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

If you disconnect. . .

Outages

Track Usage

How much electricity does the 

refrigerator in your garage really use?

Find out by borrowing a 

Kill-A-Watt meter from 

Adams Electric.

   *Available on a first-come, first-serve 

     basis. Call ahead (217) 593-7701

Do you have our
Power Pal app
to report & track 
outages?

Learn more at:adamselectric.coop/outages/reportanoutage

Did you know you can find a complete listing of all Penny Power grants on our website?
Visit adamselectric.coop



REDUNDANCY, extremely important 
for electrical reliability. When a storm knocks 
out a substation a significant number of mem-
bers are often without power. Adams has put 
a concerted effort into designing our system 
so that when a substation is knocked off that 
area can then be quickly and sometimes auto-
matically re-electrified by back feeding from 
another substation. The electric world refers 
to this process as building redundancy into 
the system. Adams has redundancy built into 
almost all our system. It costs a bit more to 
build redundancy but members benefit by hav-
ing less outage time following storm damage. 
This was evidenced this past July following 
the high winds storm. 
 Another area of concern to your board 
and Adams management has been dealing 
with a catastrophe such as a train accident in 
Camp Point that releases toxic chemicals and 
causes the area to be evacuated. Or, a tornado 
that badly damages Adams headquarters. In 
risk management this is referred to as a low 
probability but high impact risk. To address 
this serious concern your board has authorized 
management to develop a fully functional 
backup headquarters at our Mt Sterling facil-
ity. Using a private fiber connection between 
our headquarters in Camp Point and our Mt 
Sterling service center, Adams Electric Coop 
is able to keep half of our servers and network-
ing equipment at each location.  Having a 
phone system that uses the internet, also 
known as a VoIP system, allows us to simply 
plug in phones at Mt Sterling to continue to 
receive the calls we typically handle at our 
headquarters in Camp Point.  This major 
initiative has just been completed. Should a 
catastrophic event incapacitate our Camp Point 
headquarters the new backup system at Mt 
Sterling could be fully functional within an 
hour or so. Thus headquarters redundancy has 
been accomplished and our overall reliability 
greatly strengthened.

with
Director
Jim Benz

Redundancy 
for Electrical

Reliability

Today’s agricultural climate 
is becoming more challenging 
and complex. Market volatility, 
production risk, debt and legal 
uncertainty are just a few of the 
issues surrounding 
farmers and ranchers 
today. Women’s roles 
on farm operations 
have changed 
drastically over the 
past several decades. 
More women are 
taking active roles, 
and one out of every 
seven farms is now 
managed by a woman. 
Annie’s Project 
is an educational 
program dedicated to 
strengthening farm women’s roles 
in the modern farm enterprise.

Annie’s Project and University 
of Illinois Extension are joining 
forces to present a six-session 
farm management course for 
farm women starting February, 
2016. This course is a discussion-
based workshop bringing women 
together to learn from experts 
in the field. Through the use of 
innovative technology, participants 
will learn about business plans, 

Annie’s Project
Education 
for Farm 
Women

Guest Article by Earl Bricker, County Extension Director, 
University of Illinois

marketing, farm leases, insurances, 
estate planning, property titles 
and financial management from 
the nation’s top agricultural 
professionals. The program will 
also introduce and connect the 
participants to local professionals 
who can assist them long after the 
program has ended.  

This unique program will begin 
on Tuesday, February 16, 2016 
and will meet every Tuesday and 
Thursday evening for three weeks 

from 6 to 9 p.m. The final session 
will be held March 3. The specific 
location is under deliberation, 
but sessions will likely be held 
in or close to Camp Point. The 
course fee is $50.00 and includes 
a program binder, class handouts, 
resources and 18 hours of 
instruction. Please pre-register by 
February 10, 2016, by contacting 
Earl Bricker at the Adams County 
Extension Office at 217-223-8380 
or dbricker@illinois.edu. You may 
also register online at http://web.
extension.illinois.edu/abhps/.
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the first in line, responders are asked to make 
good decisions quickly in difficult situations. 
Some of these emergency situations involve 
electric lines, and we don’t want anyone to 
take a chance that could end in tragedy. This 
training provides a great opportunity for dis-
cussion and allows first responders a chance 
to ask questions,” said Charlie Rossiter, 
Design and Construction Supervisor.

Knowing How to Respond to Emergencies Involving Electricity 
Could Be The Difference Between Life and Death
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The December meeting of the Adams 
Electric Advisory Committee included a 
discussion on the First Responder Train-
ing Program that Adams Electric has 
been offering. 
 Manager of Communications Laura 
Dotson, Design and Construction Su-
pervisor Charlie Rossiter, Line Foreman 
Mike Olson and Lead Forester/Volunteer 
Firefighter Kraig Street have been reach-
ing out to area fire departments to help 

responders act quickly in emergencies 
involving electricity. 
 The Advisory Committee was 
offered an opportunity to discuss 
other responders that may benefit by 
receiving training.  
 Retiring members of the advisory 
committee were honored during the 
meeting. Advisory members meet four 
times per year to act as a sounding 
board for Cooperative programs.

Advisory Committee Discusses
First Responder Training Program

 “We’ve been asked to provide this train-
ing to the Illinois Department of Transporta-
tion (IDOT) as they often deal with car/pole 
accidents and potential equipment in lines,” 
said Dotson, “We would be happy to provide 
this training to other organizations and teams 
where there is a need.”  For more informa-
tion, contact Laura Dotson at Adams Electric 
Cooperative at (217) 509-7761.

When it comes to electricity, knowing what’s 
safe and unsafe could mean the difference 
between life and death — not just for the vic-
tims and onlookers at the scene — but for first 
responders as well. Adams Electric Cooperative 
(AEC) has partnered with the Energy Education 
Council to bring a Safe Electricity program to 
all local first responders. 
 “Our goal is to offer training to all 
responders who deal with emergencies in our 
service territory which covers Adams, Brown 
and Schuyler counties and parts of Hancock, 
McDonough and Pike counties,” said Laura 
Dotson, Manager of Communications. Train-
ing has been held at the Mt. Sterling, Liberty 
and Rushville Fire Departments. Those in 
attendance included firefighters and some EMS 
personnel in Mt. Sterling, Liberty, Coatsburg, 
Camp Point, Rushville, Littleton and Brown-
ing. Dotson adds, “We will continue to organize 
training to reach all fire departments, EMS 
teams, police and sheriff’s departments.” 
 The program illustrates different emer-
gency scenarios in which electricity could be 
involved and covers five main topics: pulling 
meters, downed power lines, equipment in lines, 
pad mounted transformers and pole fires. “As 

Adams Electric Cooperative Offers Training to Local First Responders

AEC Lead Forester and Volunteer Firefighter Kraig Street, AEC Line 
Foreman Mike Olson, and Design and Construction Supervisor Charlie 
Rossiter provide electrical safety training to firefighters from Liberty, 
Camp Point, and Central Adams (Coatsburg) fire departments and local 
EMS personnel.

48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.



2016 
Tree Trimming
Adams Electric’s tree 
trimming crew and a 
tree trimming contractor 
will be trimming trees in 
the areas of C, D, E, and 
all of area L.

2016 
Spraying
Adams Electric’s spray 
crew will be working on 
the shaded area of J and 
all of areas B and K. 

2016 
Pole Inspection
A contractor for Adams 
Electric Cooperative 
will be inspecting poles 
in all of area I and the 
shaded area of K.

*Areas A, F, G, H,  and 
M are not scheduled for 
maintenance in 2016. If 
vegetation problems should 
arise in these areas, please 
contact the Cooperative for 
assistance.

Adams Electric Cooperative maintains an 
annual schedule for tree trimming, spraying, 
and pole inspections. The contract crews have 
magnetic signs on the sides of their vehicles 
that indicate they are contractors for Adams 
Electric Cooperative. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Steve Fanning, Joyce 
Bockhold or Tim Brecht at the Cooperative at 
(217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

Tree Trimming, Spraying 
& Pole Inspection 

Schedule

2016Why do we 
trim trees?

Watch how fast our Terex clears brush. This incredible 
machine is saving us many man hours in our tree trim-
ming department! Go to: http://bit.ly/1crdkEm or search 
“Adams Electric Cooperative” on youtube.com.

Find us on 
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Take a look at the photo above. This tree was definite-
ly planted in the wrong place and you can see clearly 
why it has to be trimmed. When planting trees, look 
up and around and make sure there will be no obsta-
cles in the way when it grows larger. If your trees and 
nearby power lines tangle, you can bet that trees will 
win the match and your power will go out. That’s why 
your Co-op has a right-of-way tree trimming program.
 Your Co-op provides electricity across thousands 
of miles of power lines and trees surround many of 
those lines. Winds blow and tree branches rub against 
lines and cause your lights to blink. Or, limbs break 
off in strong winds or due to ice storms and fall onto 
lines, causing fuses to blow or reclosers open. And, in 
worse case scenarios, trees can tumble down and take 
out the power line and pole nearby, as well as cause 
damage to others down the line. 
 We need to keep the right of way lines clear, not 
just for you, but for your neighbors as well. And a 
clear right-of-way is also easier for linemen to access 
and fix other problems that may occur. That’s why we 
trim trees. We use safe cutting methods to minimize 
damage to the tree’s health. Your Co-op seeks to pro-
vide you with safe, reliable service year round. Tree 
trimming is just one more tool to achieve this. 
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The Youth to Washington Contest is open to all area 
high school sophomores and juniors (members and non-
members). Up to 34 finalists will travel by charter bus to 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 13, 2016. 
 During Youth Day, students will tour the Capitol, 
visit the Abraham Lincoln Museum and meet students 
from across Illinois. At the end of Youth Day, after 
brief interviews, four winners and two alternates will be 
announced!    
 Winners will travel by charter bus June 10-17, 2016 
for an all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
     Students will create lasting memories and friendships 
during the week-long tour! They’ll visit the Civil 
War Battlefield at Gettysburg, the National Cathedral, 
Smithsonian Museums, George Washington’s home, 
Supreme Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Holocaust Museum, among many other 
sites. They’ll also enjoy a special twilight Potomac River 
Boat Cruise. 

Find an application on page 15 
or complete one online at: 
adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Do you know a high school sophomore or junior 
who might be interested in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity? Send us their name and address along with 
your name. Feel free to tell us why you think they would 
make an excellent candidate for Youth Tour. Mail your 
nomination to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric Cooperative, 
PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320 or send an email to: 
ldotson@adamselectric.coop

Download the free app from your app 
store to get started. Search for “Power 
Pal” or “Adams Electric Power Pal” in 
the app store and click install. Once you 
enter your account number in the new 
app, you’ll be able to report outages, 
receive outage updates and notifications 
for planned 
outages. Use the 
“View Outage 
Map” to identify 
areas out of 
power. Check 
the “News & 
Info” section 
for special news 
updates.

Do you have our 
app for outages?

Download 
our outage 

app for 
your phone 
or tablet! 

Peters and Carrier...
  Names You Can Trust

Locally Owned and Operated Since 1955

www.petersheatingandair.com

   Dominic - Quincy
   Residential Sales

Wendell - Pittsfield
Residential Sales

Charlie - Hamilton
Commerical Sales

Quincy, Pittsfield & Hamilton, IL - Hannibal, Kirksville, Troy/STL, & Columbia, MO

1-877-938-7662

Adam- Quincy
Commercial Sales

Marty- Quincy
Residential Sales
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Beef Stroganoff
Submitted by Laura Dotson

2-3 lbs. stew meat (or 3 lb. chuck 
 roast, cubed)
1 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1 med. yellow onion, diced
1/4 tsp. garlic salt
1 Tbsp. Worchestershire sauce
1 1/2 cups beef broth
1 Tbsp. ketchup
1/3 cup flour
6-7 Tbsp. water
1 sm. can sliced mushrooms
1/2 cup sour cream

Place the stew meat, salt, pepper & 
onion in the slow cooker and stir. In 
a small bowl, combine garlic salt, 
Worchestershire, broth and ketchup. 
Pour over meat. Cook for 7-9 hours 
on low or 4-5 hours on high. About 30 
minutes before serving, combine flour 
and water in a small bowl, whisking 
vigorously to combine well. The roux 
should be thick but still pourable so add 
a tablespoon of water at a time to thin, 
if needed. Pour flour mixture into the 
slow cooker, whisking quickly to mix in 
the roux with the stew meat and juices 
and to avoid lumps. Add mushrooms 
and stir. Cook on high for 30 minutes. 
Stir in sour cream right before serving. 
Freeze for later or serve over pasta, rice 
or baked potatoes. If freezing, thaw in 
refrigerator, then reheat over medium-
low heat in a saucepan on the stove.

Chicken Cacciatore
Submitted by Laura Dotson

3 boneless, skinless, chicken breasts
1 (26 oz.) jar of spaghetti sauce
1 zucchini, chopped
1 sweet pepper, chopped
1/2 onion, chopped
1 carrot, chopped

Load all ingredients into a gallon sized 
Ziplock bag, lay it flat, and freeze. Cook 
from frozen in a crock pot on high for 
8 hours or until chicken is thoroughly 
cooked, or thaw overnight in the refrig-
erator and cook on low for 4 to 6 hours 
or until chicken is thoroughly cooked.
Serve over cooked spaghetti noodles if 
desired.

Baked Ziti
Submitted by Laura Dotson

1 lb. dry ziti pasta
1 onion, chopped
1 lb. lean ground beef (season with 
 pepper, garlic powder, onion
 powder, and minced garlic)
2 (26 oz.) jars spaghetti sauce
8 slices provolone cheese
1 1/2 cups sour cream
6 oz. mozzarella cheese, shredded
2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese

Bring large pot of lightly salted water to 
a boil. Add ziti and cook until al dente, 
about 7-8 minutes; drain. In a large 
skillet, brown onion and ground beef 
over medium heat. Add spaghetti sauce 
and simmer 15 minutes. Preheat oven to 
350 degrees. Spray two 8×8 inch pans 
with non-stick cooking spray. Layer as 
follows in each pan: 1/4 of the ziti, 1/4 
of the sauce, 4 slices of Provolone, 1/2 
of sour cream, 1/4 of ziti, 1/4 mozza-
rella and 1/4 of sauce mixture. Top with 
Parmesan and remaining mozzarella. 
Cover assembled ziti with 2-3 layers of 
foil and stick in the freezer. When you 
are ready to enjoy, remove ziti from 
the freezer and place in the fridge to 
thaw 24 hours in advance. Bake at 350 

Make-Ahead Meatballs

degrees for about 30 minutes. These 
fill the 8×8 pans to the top, so cook on 
a large cookie sheet just in case they 
bubble over.

Make-Ahead Meatballs
Submitted by Laura Dotson

3.5 lbs. ground beef
1 cup frozen spinach, thawed, drained  
 thoroughly, and chopped
2/3 cup grated parmesan
1 egg
1 1/2 tsp. basil
1 1/2 tsp. parsley
1 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. sea salt
1/2 tsp. chili powder
1 Tbsp. dried onion flakes
1/2 cup bread crumbs  

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Add all in-
gredients into a large mixing bowl. Mix 
all ingredients together. Form into 1.5” 
balls. Place on ungreased pan about 1” 
apart. Bake for 25-30 minutes. Allow to 
cool. Store in a plastic bag or air-tight 
glass container in freezer. Thaw and 
reheat when ready to serve.
(903425-001)

Freezer Meals

To operate a generator 
safely during a storm, 
watch our video from 
Safe Electricity at: 
www.adamselectric.coop/
outages/generator-safety



Meet Your 
Employees
We’ve featured our directors. Now, 
let’s feature our employees! Watch 
for this new column each month!
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Valentine’s Dinner 
& Live Music
Feb. 13 (6pm), Payson Grade 
School Multipurpose Room. 
Dinner, dance & live music. 
Lasagna, green beans, salad, 
garlic bread & dessert bar for $15. 
Dance $5. Supports Payson Music 
Program. Tickets from any band 
member. Call (217) 656-3099. 
Advanced reservations requested 
by Feb. 8 for the meal. 

Whole Hog Pancake 
& Sausage Biscuit 
& Gravy Breakfast
Feb. 14 (8am-1pm), St. Edward’s 
Church, Mendon. Hosted by St. 
Edwards Mens Club. All you can 
eat. Take your sweetheart out 
for breakfast on Valentine’s Day! 
Selling link & bulk sausage, pork 
chops, and head meat. Call in your 
orders in advance. (217) 936-2289 

Cook’s Night Off
Feb. 18 (4pm), Quincy Senior 
Center, 639 York. Enjoy fried 
chicken or roast beef w/2 sides 
plus dessert for $7. Dine in or try 
the fastest drive thru in town.

Timewell Pancake 
& Sausage Breakfast
Feb. 20 (6am-noon), Old Timewell 
School Gym. Proceeds benefit 
Timewell Lions Club & community 
projects. (217) 730-1133

Shrek The Musical
Feb. 5-7, Quincy Community 
Theatre. A slightly condensed 
version of the Broadway show that 
is just as hilarious as the original 
but easier for younger theatre-
goers to sit through. 
Cost: $12.  

Cross Country Opry
Feb. 6 (7pm), Unity High School, 
Mendon. Sponsored by the 
Loraine Lions Club. Held 1st Sat. 
of the month thru May. $7.50 
in advance/$8 at the door. 
(217) 242-0972

Mardi Gras at the
Quincy Museum
Feb. 9 (6-8pm), Quincy Museum, 
1601 Maine St. Eat some King 
Cake and other Mardi Gras food, 
play games, make crafts and learn 
all about the celebration of Mardi 
Gras. Fun for the whole family.

St. Mary School Fish Fry
Feb. 12 (5-7pm), KC Hall, Mt. 
Sterling. Fish & side dishes. 
Carryouts available. Proceeds 
benefit St. Mary School. (217) 
773-2825 

Pancake, Sausage 
& Egg Breakfast
Feb. 13 (6-10:30am), Golden 
Village Hall. Adults $7.50, children 
6-12 $4, under 6 are free. Bring 
your used eyeglasses, hearing 
aides, cell phones and keys. 
Raffle for two half hogs. Proceeds 
will go to help the blind and 
items for the betterment of 
the community. 

Paint Your Own Pottery
Feb. 13 (10am-noon), Quincy 
Art Center. For all ages! Get 
creative and paint some 
pottery. No reservations 
required. Purchase individual 
molded and handmade pots 
and paint them! Pottery is 
ready to be picked up a week 
later. Prices start at $5.

Star Wars Class
Feb. 20 (9:30am), Kroc Center, 
Quincy. Have fun training to be 
a Jedi, playing games & crafts. 
Register by calling (217) 231-5639

JWCC Open House
Feb. 22 (4:30-6pm), John Wood 
Ag Center, Perry. Learn about 
educational and career opportunities 
offered at JWCC and get college 
support information. Free meal. 
One lucky attendee will win a $300 
scholarship. RSVP by Feb. 12. 
(217) 236-4711 

Barn to Barn Classic
Feb. 27 (1pm), KC Hall, Mt. Sterling. 
Travel the county playing a hole 
of golf a various Brown Co. barns. 
(217) 257-5276 or (217) 773-2825

Coming Soon!
21st Annual
Gardener’s Palette
March 5 (9am-4pm), John Wood 
Community College, Quincy. Learn 
the history of humans using plants 
as food, for medicine and other 
uses. Afterward, select from a 
variety of breakout sessions to get 
you excited for gardening season. 
$40 registration fee includes coffee, 
tea, buffet lunch, vendor fair & 
door prizes. Advance registration 
open thru Feb. 26 online at http://
extension.illinois.edu/abhps or 
contact the Extension office at 
(217) 223-8380 

Joyce
Bockhold
Engineering & 
Operations Office 
Technician
Working for you 
since 1981

Tell us about yourself! 
My husband, Henry, and I 
have been married for 36 
years. We have two sons, Joe 
(and wife, Debbi) and Mike. 
We have two grandsons, Caleb 
and James, and a new one on 
the way due in February. 
 I enjoy family, scrapbook-
ing and traveling. 
 I have been lucky enough 
to work at Adams Electric 
for 35 years. When I started, 
I never would have thought I 
would get to do all the things 
I have done here. I have great 
people to work with and good 
members to help everyday. 

At the end of a long work 
day, I like to:
relax at home with family.

If I’ve learned anything
at all. . .
be yourself and listen to others
and how lucky I am to have a 
great job in my community and 
love what I do.  

Best place I ever traveled:
My favorites have been the 
Grand Caymon Islands (St. 
Kitts), Virgin Islands. 

Few people know that I:
am an only child. As a child, 
I traveled all over the U.S. 
with my parents as my dad 
boat raced.



THESE POLES HAVE ROOTS. 

These poles stand for something. They bring us reliable, 
affordable electricity.

They also carry a vision that began back before the 2nd 
world war. These poles rose above the dust of the Great 
Depression, through blood, sweat, and tears. Cooperatives 
brought light to darkness, and electrified this country.

Power would no longer be confined to the big city limits. 
Lines stretched out to farms, ranches and schoolhouses. 
Appliances came to life. Factories sprouted up. 

 America spread her wings.
 But these poles didn’t just appear out of thin air.
These poles are pillars that were founded on principle 

by people with principles. Neighbors banded together, and 
communities came together to share ownership of the 
electricity that would advance everyone.

Today, these poles are yours. They come to you with a 
history. And they come to you with a responsibility. 

It’s up to all of us to take care of what we have and use 
only what we need. It’s the cooperative way. It also happens 
to be the right thing to do.

By using electricity wisely, we can continue to build on a 
dream that started decades ago. And we can ensure that the 
spirit on which it was built continues for generations to come. 
Reliable, affordable electricity, for all.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


