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Member Comments
t
ments
Thank you so much for the generaous donation
from Adams Electric Cooperative of $450
to the Liberty Kidzpack Program.
As you may know, there are families in
our community that sometimes go without
enough food. While all of us are susceptible to financially
trying times, children can become caught in an unfortunate
situation where their providers may not have the resources
to supply them with adequate food. While the school does a
great job of helping meet dietary needs for children during
the week, your donation will provide enough food to fill 112.5
backpacks for these children, which will supplement their
food resources at home over the weekends.
We are excited to have developed a process to administer
and sustain this program, which would not have been possible
without your contribution and the contributions of others in
and around our community.
Thank you again!
Sincerely,
Margaret Hanzel
Liberty Kidzpack Program Community Liaison
On behalf of the board and staff of
Horizons Social Services, I would
like to thank you for awarding us
funding to support our programs.
We recognize you have an arduous
task selecting grant recipients
as there are many worthwhile
organizations competing for these
grant dollars. We are grateful to you
for recognizing the merit of our programs.
Working together in the community, we accomplished the
following in 2012:
• We served over 23,500 hot meals to 2,600 different
individuals in need.
• We gave food assistance to over 5,200 individuals in our
food pantry.
• We employed 23 individuals in the Horizons Work program
and helped 8 Work Program participants find long term
employment.
• Our volunteers dedicated over 10,000 hours of service to
aid our programs.
• We united 15 Quincy churches to serve the poor and needy.
A recent survey completed by Feeding America and specific to
Adams County, Illinois, shows 1 in 4 children in our Quincy
community is living in a food insecure home. We serve the
families of these children. This grant money will allow us the
opportunity to better serve these families.
Your commitment to helping the poor and disadvantaged
in our community is appreciated by those who help them and,
most importantly, by those who benefit from our services. We
are blessed and grateful to be operating in a community that
prides itself on working towards the betterment of its citizens!
Thank you,
Sarah Stephens, Executive Director, Horizons Social Services
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Thank you for the Penny Power Grant which helped to
purchase the Hovercam for my third grade classroom. By
being able to project documents and manipulatives on the
SMARTboard, my students are better able to understand the
material and concepts presented. The document camera truly
enhances teaching and learning. Your donation was vital in
making this a reality.
Sincerely,
Lynn Rakers, 3rd Grade Teacher, Seymour Elementary
Dear Bill,
Thank you for coming to Macomb to speak with our PEO
Wednesday. Everyone was interested in what you said as
well as looking at the two photo albums. We believe in wind
energy and will watch how wind turbines come up around the
state and near Macomb.
Sincerely,
Sally Sallee
Thanks Adams Electric Penny Power Program
for the $400 grant for the Free Family Opera.
The Opera Company is so appreciative of
your continued support.
Avril Marie Bernzen

www.adamselectric.coop
Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis.................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Director
Richard King................... Huntsville
Director
John Kestner......................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
Director
Laura Meyer......................... Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,400 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.
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ROW Maintenance
for Safe, Reliable Power
by
Timothy
Brecht PE

Manager of
Engineering &
Operations
Right-of-way (ROW)
maintenance keeps
tree limbs and shrubs
away from high voltage power lines.
It’s an important part of the service we
provide to you, our members, for three
reasons: safety, reliability, and cost.
This maintenance includes tree
trimming by both contractor and in-house
crews and spraying to prevent or slow
the regrowth. The Co-op also uses a track
machine (Terex) to grind and mow the
underbrush beneath the lines in the ROW.
This machine can be seen in action at this
link: http://bit.ly/1crdkEm.
Our primary concern is the safety
of our workers and members. Properly
maintained ROW keeps our crews safe
when they are restoring service and
maintaining our system. Maintenance
also lessens the likelihood of downed
power lines and outages which helps
protect our members.
Power lines are a constant part of
our landscape; it’s easy to forget they
are around. We work hard to keep the
area around our lines clear, but we
need your help. Be alert year round
and report any trees that have regrown
or dead limbs that might fall into the
lines.
If severe weather blows through,
a well-maintained ROW leads to
fewer outages and faster response
time. Trees are less of a threat. When
trees do fall, crews are able to restore
service more quickly than they could
with poorly maintained areas.
As a not-for-profit company,
Adams Electric Cooperative, strives
to keep costs affordable to you, our
members. Maintaining our ROW is
an important part of controlling costs.
Fewer and shorter outages save money
for everyone. When crews work in
well-maintained areas, we can reduce
risks for employees and equipment too
– another way to keep costs down.

Don’t plant
trees or tall
vegetation
under power
lines, and keep
an eye out for
power lines
when working
in your yard.

Your Cooperative has developed
strategies to improve the reliability of
the electrical distribution system. One
of these strategies is to re-evaluate the
existing ROW maintenance plan. New
specifications increase the size of the
cleared area. With the use of the Terex
track machine and its chipper/mower
attachment, we can completely clear
beneath the lines. We are studying the
long term affects with the use of this
machine. Our outage management
program accurately records outage
times and causes. The program is
being used to track improvements
in reliability due to modifications
of our ROW maintenance program.
The numbers are trending in the right
direction.
Safety, reliability, and cost: this is
why we believe in ROW maintenance.
If we compromise on one of these
areas, it impacts the others. Maintaining
our ROW is a priority for your safety,
comfort, and pocketbook.
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Years
Our story continues. . .

Keep Food Safe During Power Outages
By Scott Gates

We’ve all been there: a summer storm rolls
through, toppling trees and damaging power
lines. The lights go out. And although it
may only be a matter of minutes or hours
before your electric co-op gets things up
and running again, thawing food in the
refrigerator and freezer can make that relatively short time seem like an eternity.
It’s important to keep cold food safe
during a power outage, and a little advanced
preparation and know-how can keep your
family safe from food-borne bacteria. First
and foremost, keep your refrigerator and
freezer doors closed as much as possible to
maintain the cold temperature: if unopened,
a refrigerator will keep food safely cold for
about four hours; a full freezer will do so
for about 48 hours (24 hours if it’s halffull). (232832-001)
A sure-fire way to know if food is safe
is to monitor its temperature. Meat, poultry,
fish, and eggs should be refrigerated at or
below 40 degrees Fahrenheit and frozen
food at or below 0 degrees Fahrenheit.
If the power goes out, a digital, dial, or
instant-read food thermometer and appliance thermometers will help you know if
the food remains at safe temperatures.
If the power stays out for a prolonged
period, there are a few ways to aid your
refrigerator and freezer in the fight to keep
things cold. The simplest tip is to keep your
freezer full. If it’s not full, group items
close together to preserve the cold.
Dry ice can help keep freezers chilly:
find it by scanning for “ice” or “carbon
dioxide” in the phone book. It will take 25

pounds or so to keep a full, 10-cubic foot
freezer safe for three to four days. Fifty
pounds of dry ice should hold an 18-cubic
foot full freezer for two days. Wear heavyduty gloves or use tongs when handling dry
ice—the temperature of dry ice is -216 degrees Fahrenheit—and separate it from food
with cardboard to prevent freezer burn.
During cold months, it may be tempting to store food outside. Although this
may work for cold drinks, food can spoil in
direct sunlight. Curious animals may also
take advantage of an outside stash.
Rather than putting the food outside,
consider taking advantage of the cold
temperatures by making ice. Fill buckets,
empty milk cartons, or cans with water and
leave them outside to freeze. Then transfer the homemade ice to your refrigerator,
freezer, or coolers.
Power back on? Make sure your food is still
safe by either checking its temperature or
looking for ice crystals. If frozen food is 40
degrees Fahrenheit or below or ice crystals
are visible, it’s safe to refreeze. Discard any
perishable refrigerated food (meat, poultry,
fish, eggs, and leftovers) that have been
above 40 degrees for 2 hours.

In February 1939, the board of
directors of Adams Electric discussed a
possible Cooperative telephone system
with Ursa, Mendon and Loraine. They
agreed that such an organization should
be encouraged.
The board authorized the loan program for members who wished to finance
home wiring projects.
The first Annual Meeting was held
Thursday, February 23, 1939 at 2:00 p.m.
at 121 North 7th Street in Quincy. The
only members of the Cooperative at that
time were the directors; therefore, they
were the only ones in attendance. Later,
(in June) a Mr. Winder, wrote a letter
suggesting the board accept all members
who would eventually receive service,
then call a meeting of the enlarged
membership for the purpose of electing
directors for the remainder of the current year. He suggested that perhaps the
present directors would be re-elected but
they would at least feel that they had the
confidence of the entire membership. The
board would agree.
To be continued next month, when
we visit March 1939.

Throwback
Thursday

We are sharing historical photos
on Facebook from over the past
75 years. Who knows? You just
might recognize someone!

Source: U.S. Department of Agriculture, U.S. Food
Safety and Inspection Service
Scott Gates writes on consumer and cooperative
affairs for the National Rural Electric Cooperative
Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of
the nation’s 900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-profit
electric cooperatives.

Search for “Adams Outlet” on
Facebook or follow the Facebook link from our website at:
www.adamselectric.coop
Be sure to “Like” us to receive
status updates.
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Let’s Try This!
Service is the Heart
of our Community

with
Director
Roger Busen

Your
Touchstone
Energy
Cooperative

Whenever you see the Adams
Electric Cooperative sign whether it is
on the sign in front of our office, in the
Outlet, on our web site, or even on the
door of one of our trucks, it is followed
by another line and logo “Your Touchtone
Energy Cooperative.”
Before I became a director 5 years
ago, I saw this line followed by the familiar logo of three people holding hands
many times, but I must admit I didn’t
know what it meant.
Since then I have learned the importance of the Touchtone Energy Cooperative program. Even though the cooperative system has been around since 1935,
Touchtone Energy will celebrate only
its’ 16th birthday in March 2014. It was
designed to bring electric cooperatives
from across the nation together under one
brand. This brand represents a nationwide
alliance made up of 750 local, consumer
owned cooperatives in 46 states which
collectively deliver power and energy solutions to more than 30 million members
every day.
Today, Touchtone Energy provides local cooperatives with more than 50 powerful programs to help them focus on what
they do best -- making their communities
stronger by delivering safe, reliable and
affordable power to their members. As a
Touchtone Energy Cooperative, Adams
Electric is dedicated to providing high
standards of service according to four
core values: integrity, accountability, innovation, and commitment to community.
Adams Electric Cooperative is proud
to be a Touchtone Energy Cooperative. If
you wish to gain more information about
Touchtone Energy, I invite you to talk to
one of your board of directors, Bill
Stalder in our marketing
department or log on
to www.adamselectric.coop.

6 • Adams Outlet • February 2014

As a member-owned electric cooperative, we’re committed to powering
our community and empowering you
to improve your quality of life. How
can life be better in Illinois? We need
hearts for service.
On February 14, take time to
send a card to a nurse or firefighter.
Give candy (or an apple) to a school
teacher. Visit a retirement home and
spend time with the folks who built
our community. Send balloons—or
better yet, a donation—to United
Way, Boy/Girl Scouts, a local 4-H
Club, Community Foundation,
American Red Cross or your
favorite charity.
These champions are the heart
of our community. Through Penny

High Bill?
If your electric bill seems high, consider
some of these devices, appliances, and electronics that can cause high electric bills:

Extra Refrigerator
or Freezer
Older models that end up
in the garage are not as
efficient as newer models.
Add to that the temperature
fluctuations and you may
want to rethink putting a
refrigerator or freezer in an
unconditioned space.

Space Heater
Most space heaters use the
same amount of energy –
1,500 watts. Two or three
of them together can use
more electricity than a
central heating system.

Dehumidifier
A dehumidifier uses both an electric fan and
a refrigerant compressor. If it runs 24 hours/
day, you can expect to pay about $50/month
more on your electric bill.

48 x 56 x 14
Gray & Charcoal

Power, members like you are donating pennies every month to strengthen our community, including:
• $800 for a food kitchen
• $700 for a drug dog
• $500 for handicapped access
to a church
Our members have rounded up
their electric bills since 2005, donating more than $281,000 to service
groups across our community.
On Valentine’s Day (and every
day), let’s celebrate service, the heart
of our community.

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also offer building
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

Pool
Most pools have
two large electric
motors, one that
runs the main pump
and another that
runs the automatic
cleaner. These motors can add about $75/
month to your electric bill.

Hot Tub
It takes a lot of energy to heat 400 to 500
gallons of water, the average amount of
water in a hot tub. If your hot tub is outside
in unconditioned
air, it gets worse.
You’ll see a significant increase
in your electric
bill with a hot tub.
Some of the other big energy users include:

Central Air Conditioning
Portable or Window AC Units
Water Heaters
Circulating Hot Water Systems
Big Screen TVs
Ice Makers
Powered Roof Vents
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2014

Tree Trimming, Spraying and
Pole Inspection Schedule

Adams Electric Cooperative maintains an annual schedule for tree trimming, spraying, and
pole inspections. The contract crews have magnetic signs on the sides of their vehicles that
indicate they are contractors for Adams Electric Cooperative. If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact Steve Fanning, Joyce Bockhold or Tim Brecht at the Cooperative
at (217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

Why do we
trim trees?

Find us on

We trim trees to protect the safety and reliability
of electricity to you and your neighbors. When
electric lines come in contact with tree
branches, three problems can occur:
power outages, fire hazards
and safety hazards.

2014
Tree Trimming

Watch how fast our Terex
clears brush. This incredible
machine is saving us many
man hours in our tree
trimming department!

Adams Electric’s tree
trimming crew and a
tree trimming contractor
will be trimming trees in
areas K, and part of I
and J.

2014
Spraying

Go to: http://bit.ly/1crdkEm
or search “Adams Electric
Cooperative” on youtube.com.

A spraying contractor
for Adams Electric will
be working on areas A,
G, and H.

2014
Pole Inspection
A contractor for Adams
Electric Cooperative
will be inspecting poles
in areas C and the west
and south circuits in
area M.

BD E F

*Areas , , , , and
are not scheduled for
maintenance in 2014. If
vegetation problems should
arise in these areas, please
contact the Cooperative for
assistance.

L

Stop potential power line
problems before they start:

1)

If you notice trees or branches
that might interfere with power lines,
notify Adams Electric.

2)

Do not plant trees directly under
power lines. Keep short trees at least
25 feet away and larger trees at least
40 feet away.

3)

Shrubs, hedges, and other plants
should be kept clear of electric poles.
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Myths & Facts

About Rural Transportation
Myth: Public transportation only
means big buses.
Fact: Small buses or vans similar
to what a senior center might use
can provide transportation in rural
areas. These vehicles are equipped
with wheelchair lifts and can help
people with special needs as well
as the general public.
Myth: Public transportation means
being picked up at a bus stop.
Fact: Most rural systems provide
service that is “demand response”
which means the rider calls in to
schedule a ride, usually 24 hours
ahead. At that time, they also
schedule where and at what time
they’ll be picked up.
Myth: Rural areas will not
have service because big buses
won’t travel into the county.
Fact: Since smaller
vehicles are used the
system is generally demand
response (see above)
Myth: The county will have
to raise taxes to fund the system.
Fact: The county will not
have to raise taxes. Funds are
already available and federal
funding is ongoing.

Guest Article by Adams County, Illinois Transit Planning Group

How much energy do common appliances use
By Luann Dart

Do We Need
Public Transportation?
How important is public
transportation?
There are people in the county
who need transportation to meet
basic needs and others who would
have more fulfilling lives if they
had transportation, but because of
their age, income, disability, where
they live, or other factors cannot
access this transportation. They
cannot come and go as they please,
cannot run to the grocery store,
visit friends, commute to school or
a job, or drive to the hospital when
sick. This may be you or someone
you know.

Public transportation is not about
a nameless, faceless group of
people who can’t afford a car or
who have done something wrong.
It’s about people like you, stranded
by circumstances and inadequate
transportation options.

What can you do?
Complete the Adams
County Transportation
Survey at:

www.unitedwayadamsco.org
or www.trrcopo.org
or request a paper copy at:
(217) 222-5020 (Ask for Earl)

The United Way of Adams County and Two Rivers Regional
Council through The Adams County Transit Planning Group
(TPG) are working to assess the potential for rural transportation
in Adams County. The goal is to have at least 1,400 surveys
completed by the first week of February. A survey may be
completed by each member of the household above the age of 18.

Saying goodbye to an old friend can be daunting.
But pulling the plug on an outdated refrigerator or
dishwasher might save you money and new appliances are often considerably more energy-efficient.
A new refrigerator consumes 75 percent less
energy than a 1970s model. Replace a vintage
clothes washer and save $60 on utility bills and
nearly 5,000 gallons of water a year, according to
the Association of Home Appliance Manufacturers.
Not every new appliance is a good bet; always look
for the ENERGY STAR label. It signals energyefficient models.

Ready to save?

Walk through your home to find opportunities to
pull the plug!

Kitchen & Laundry

In the laundry room, a full-sized ENERGY STARcertified clothes washer uses 15 gallons of water per
load, compared to the 23 gallons used by a standard
machine. During the machine’s lifetime, this saves
27,000 gallons of water.
Replace your kitchen’s classic refrigerator with
an ENERGY STAR-certified model to save between $200 and
$1,100 in lifetime energy costs. Today’s average refrigerator uses
less energy than a continually lit 60-watt light bulb. Resist the urge
to move the old refrigerator to the basement or the garage. Instead,
say goodbye and recycle the energy-guzzler.

and be sure your clothes washer or dishwasher is
full whenever used.
Here are a few other ways to save without buying new appliances:
• Too Cool: In the kitchen, don’t keep your refrigerator or freezer too cold. Recommended temperatures are 37 to 40 degrees for the fresh food
compartment and 5 degrees for the freezer section.
• Toast, Don’t Roast: Use toaster ovens or microwave ovens for small meals rather than your large
stovetop or oven.
• Air Dry: Use the dishwasher’s “eco” option or use
a no-heat air dry feature. Scrape food pieces off the
plates, rather than rinsing them.
• Cold Clothes: In the laundry room, wash your
clothes in cold water using cold-water detergents
whenever possible. Adjust load settings for smaller
loads.
• Lose Lint: Clean the lint screen in the dryer after
every use to improve the dryer’s efficiency.
For other tips on how to save energy, call the energy
experts at Adams Electric or visit: www.adamselectric.coop.
Sources: Energy Star, Consumer Electronics Association, Association of Home
Appliance Manufacturers, U.S. Department of Energy, Natural Resources Defense
Council
Luann Dart writes on energy efficiency issues for the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, the Arlington, Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 900-plus
consumer-owned, not-for-profit electric cooperatives.

Was your dishwasher built before 1994? If so, you’re paying
an extra $40 a year on your utility bills compared to neighbors
with an ENERGY STAR-qualified model.

Screen Savings

Televisions might be a little more baffling. As screen sizes increase, energy consumption may also rise. You can still be a savvy
shopper. An ENERGY STAR-certified TV is about 25 percent
more efficient than a conventional model. LED screens use 20
percent less energy than LCD TVs.
Once you purchase a TV, calibrate it by adjusting the contrast
and brightness to a moderate level. By default, new televisions are
set to dynamic, high-contrast settings. This consumes more power
than standard, lower-contrast settings.

Smart Settings

Attached to old appliances? You can still save with smart settings.
For example, heating water creates the greatest expense when
washing dishes or clothes. Set your water heater at 120 degrees
10 • Adams Outlet • February 2014
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Safety During and After Storms

Cheesy Stuffed Shells
Submitted by Laura Dotson

Frequently Asked Questions

1 container (16 oz.) cottage cheese
1 pkg. (10 oz.) frozen chopped spinach,
thawed & well drained
1 cup shredded mozzarella cheese,
divided
1/4 cup parmesan cheese
1 tsp. Italian seasoning
20 jumbo pasta shells, cooked
& drained
1 jar (24 oz.) spaghetti sauce
Heat oven to 400 degrees. Mix cottage
cheese, spinach, 1/2 cup mozzarella
cheese, parmesan cheese and seasoning;
spoon into shells. Pour half of sauce
into 13” x 9” baking dish. Add filled
shells; top with remaining sauce. Cover.
Bake 25 minutes or until heated
through. Top with remaining mozzarella; bake, uncovered, 2 minutes or until
melted.

Power Lines
What should I do if I encounter a
downed power line?

Striped Peanut Butter
Delight

Cheesy Stuffed Shells

Submitted by Connie Dietrich

35 Oreos
6 Tbsp. butter, melted
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese, softened
1/4 cup sugar
3 cups plus 2 Tbsp. cold milk, divided
1 tub (8 oz.) Cool Whip, thawed
& divided
2 pkgs. (4 serving size each) vanilla
instant pudding
1/3 cup creamy peanut butter
Place cookies in food processor. Process
to form fine crumbs. Melt butter; add
crumbs. Mix well. Press firmly onto
bottom of 13 x 9 pan. Refrigerate 10
minutes. Meanwhile, beat cream cheese,
sugar & 2 Tbsp. milk in separate bowl
until well blended. Add 1 1/2 cups Cool
Whip, mixing well. Spread over crust.
Pour remaining 3 cups milk into
large bowl. Add dry pudding mix and
beat 2 minutes or until well blended.
Add peanut butter; mix well. Spread
evenly over cream cheese layer. Let
stand 5 minutes or until thickened. Top
with remaining Cool Whip. Refrigerate at least 4 hours before serving. If
desired, sprinkle with more crushed
cookie crumbs. Serves 24.

Apple Muffins

Submitted by Donna Vollbracht
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1 egg, well beaten
4 Tbsp. melted butter
2 cups flour
4 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup milk
1 cup chopped apple (raw)
Topping:
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
2 Tbsp. sugar
Mix topping and set aside.
Beat egg, add sugar
and melted butter,
then rest of ingredients. Mix well.
Put into 12 muffin
pan cups. Sprinkle
with cinnamon
and sugar mixture.
Bake for 20 minutes at 400 degrees.

Meatballs

Submitted by Judy Chaplin
2 lb. hamburger
3/4 cup oatmeal
1 cup Eagle Brand
condensed milk
Sauce:
2 Tbsp. Worchestershire
2 Tbsp. vinegar
4 Tbsp. sugar
Minced onion

1 tsp. minced onion
Salt & pepper

1 cup ketchup
1 cup water
1 can tomato sauce

Mix ingredients for meatballs. Form into
balls. Mix ingredients for sauce. Pour over
meatballs. Bake at 350 for 2 hours.

If you see a downed power line, move
at least 10 feet away from the line and
anything touching it. The human body is a
ready conductor of electricity.
The proper way to move away from
the line is to hop away keeping your feet
together. This will minimize the potential
for a strong electric shock. Electricity wants
to move from a high voltage zone to a low
voltage zone—and it could do that through
your body.

What if a power line comes down
onto my car?
If you are in your car and it is in contact
with the downed line, stay in your car. Tell
others to stay away from your vehicle.
If you must leave your car because it’s
on fire, jump out of the vehicle with both
feet together and avoid contact with the live
car and the ground at the same time. This
way you avoid being the path of electricity
from the car to the earth. Hop away from
the car with both feet together.

What can I do to help someone
who has come in contact with a
downed power line?
If you see someone who is in direct or
indirect contact with the downed line, do
not touch the person. You could become the
next victim. Call 911 instead.

Can I use something that is not
metal to try to move a downed
power line myself?
Do not attempt to move a downed power
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line or anything in contact with the line by
using another object such as a broom or
stick. Even non-conductive materials like
wood or cloth, if slightly wet, can conduct
electricity and then electrocute you.

Flooded Areas
My basement has flooded and
there is standing water. Is it safe
to go down there?
Use extreme care when stepping into
flooded areas. Submerged outlets or electrical cords can energize water, posing a lethal
trap.

An appliance got really wet during the flood. Can I start using it
again after they dry out?
Do not use electrical appliances that have
been wet until they have been examined by
a qualified service repair dealer. Electrical
equipment exposed to water can be extremely dangerous if re-energized without
proper reconditioning or replacement.

Does a flood affect my home’s
electrical system?
Electrical items, such as circuit breakers,
fuses, ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs), receptacles, plugs, and switches, can
malfunction when water and silt get inside.
Discard them if they have been submerged.
Have a licensed, qualified professional
replace them.

Can flooded outside areas be dangerous too?
Yes—downed power lines or submerged
outlets from adjacent homes could energize

the water. Use extreme caution when entering any flooded area.

Generators
Is there anything special I should
know about installing a new generator?
We recommend that a licensed electrician
install home generators to ensure they meet
all local electrical codes. Also, make sure
your generator is properly grounded in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions.

Can I just plug my generator
directly into one of my home’s
outlets?
Do not connect generators directly to the
household wiring unless an appropriate
transfer switch has been installed by a
licensed, qualified electrician.
Without the proper transfer switch,
power provided by the generator can “backfeed” along the power lines, creating a
significant electrocution hazard for anyone
coming in contact with the lines, including
lineworkers making necessary repairs.

I’ve heard that generators should
be kept dry. Can I run it in my
garage to protect it from the rain?
Never operate a generator inside your home
or in any other enclosed—or even partially
enclosed—area. Generators very quickly
produce carbon monoxide, which can easily
enter your home.
Place the generator on a dry surface
under an open, canopy-like structure. Do
not operate the generator in wet conditions
or where there is standing water.
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Application Form
Adams Electric Cooperative & Adams Telephone Co-Operative’s

2014 Youth to Washington Contest

Native American
Artifact Show

Feb. 1 (8am-3pm), Eagles Club, 3737
N. 5th, Quincy. View pre-historic relics
from our area. Free appraisals for
any arrowhead, axe, or other unique
artifact. Sponsored by Mississippi
Valley Hunter’s and Fisherman’s
Association. (217) 440-3564

Craft Club - Easy Bracelet

Feb. 1 (10am-12pm), Quincy Public
Library. Adult class. Make an easy
bracelet in this fun workshop led by
artist Peggy Ballard. (217) 223-1309

Cinderella Marionette
Puppet Show

Feb. 3 (6:30-7pm), Quincy Public
Library. Register by calling (217)
223-1309

Very Ready Reader
Story Time

Feb. 4, 11, 18 & 25 (9:30-10am),
Quincy Public Library. New story
time for children birth to 24 months.
Explore seven easy ways to help your
child grow! (217) 223-1309

Seussical: The Musical

Feb. 6-9, Quincy Community Theatre.
Student Theatre production for the
whole family. For tickets, call (217)
222-3209

Soup Supper

Feb. 8 (4-6:30pm), Union United
Methodist Church, 1101 State,
Quincy. Ham & beans with corn
bread, chili, vegetable and chicken
noodle soup. Maidrites, dessert &
drink. $7/adults & $3.50/12 & under.

Doll-i-Day 2014
Celebrating Sweethearts

Feb. 9 (1-4pm) Hamilton’s Ballroom,
Jacksonville. For girls of all ages.
Games, entertainment, primping,
pampering, delicious treats, and
prizes. Take your favorite doll/teddy
bear to doll hospital for a check up!
Raffle including 2014 Girl of the
Year and a vintage American Girl
Doll, Nellie, still in the box! Proceeds
for Midwest Youth Services,
providing shelter, mediation, and
support for homeless and at-risk
youth. Tickets in advance only. $20/
person. Call (217) 245-6000.

Pinterest at the
Kroc Center

Feb. 11 (9-10am), Kroc Center,
Quincy. Join Bobbi Mock to explore
Pinterest, the leading online visual
sharing app. Bring your own device
or borrow one of ours. Seating
is limited. Call (217) 222-5762 to
reserve your seat.

Encore! General Meeting

Feb. 18 (9:30-10:30am), Women’s
City Club, 1550 Maine, Quincy.
Encore supports the Quincy
Symphony Orchestra Association
and youth music in the tri-state
area. We provide music camp
scholarships, money to the school
music departments and provide
support to the symphony. We
welcome new members, new ideas
and new friendships!

Healthy New You
Benefits of Yoga

Feb. 18 (6:30-7:30pm), Quincy
Public Library. Reduce stress, lower
blood pressure, and improve heart
function and flexibility. Learn about
the benefits of yoga and some
simple exercises from Dr. Mary
Miller, RYT, owner of
Everybody’s Yoga.
(217) 223-1309

Calendar of Events
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Youth Tour is open to all area high school sophomores and juniors (members and non-members).
Up to 34 finalists will travel by charter bus to Youth Day in Springfield on April 2, 2014. During
Youth Day, students tour the Capitol and visit the Abraham Lincoln Museum along with students
from across Illinois.
At the end of Youth Day, after brief interviews, four winners and two alternates will be announced!
Winners will travel by charter bus June 13-20, 2014 for an all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
Students will visit the Civil War Battlefield at Gettysburg, National Cathedral, Smithsonian Museums,
George Washington’s home, Supreme Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington National Cemetery, the
Holocaust Museum, among many other sites. Completed applications must be mailed to either Adams
Electric Cooperative or Adams Telephone Co-Operative and postmarked by Friday, February 21.
Applications can also be completed online at: www.adamselectric.coop.

Youth Tour

FAQ

The 2014 Youth to Washington Contest is underway. You
can find an application at the right and more information at:
www.adamselectric.coop.
Do students have to be a member of a cooperative to be eligible for the contest?

No, the way we see it, anyone could be a member of a cooperative
in the future. It is important for everyone to understand the benefits of cooperative membership. Students must be a sophomore or
junior.

What’s the difference between Youth Day and Youth Tour?

Illinois students participate in Youth Day in Springfield on April 2
where they will spend the day sightseeing and learning about cooperatives. Students will be excused from school to attend. At the
end of the day, winners are announced for the trip to Washington,
D.C., called Youth Tour. Youth Tour is held for all winners across
the United States and takes place June 13-20. Students will travel
together with winners and chaperones from Illinois.

How do you choose your winners?

Winners are chosen based on a combination of their short-answer
applications and brief interviews during Youth Day. Students are
interviewed by someone from the Association of Illinois Electric
Cooperatives.

Where do students go while on the Youth Tour?

Tours vary slightly from year to year, but will typically include
the Civil War Battlefield at Gettysburg, the National Cathedral,
Smithsonian Museums, George Washington’s home, Supreme
Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington National Cemetery, the
Holocaust Museum, among many other sites. They’ll also enjoy a
special twilight Potomac River Boat Cruise.

What is the deadline for applications?

Applications for the 2014 contest are due Friday, February 21;
however, if you submit your application by our early bird deadline
of Friday, February 7, you will be entered to win a $25 prepaid
debit card!

Contact information:
		
		
		

Laura Dotson
Adams Electric Cooperative
PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320
(800) 232-4797

Send us your
completed application
by February 7
and you’ll be entered
to win a $25 prepaid
debit card!

Bridgette Northern
Adams Telephone Co-Operative
PO Box 217, Golden, IL 62339
(877) 696-4611

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________
Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name:_____________________________________________________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip Code:______________________________________________________________________
Home Number:______________________________
Cell Number:______________________________
Email Address:______________________________
T-Shirt Size:_______________________________
High School:________________________________
Grade:____________________________________
Date of Birth:________________________________
Age:______________________________________
How did you hear about the program?________________________________________________________
Using additional paper, please provide the following information:
1. Personal Achievement (Include both School & Non-School Activities)

Please list your participation in school-related activities, community involvement, religious, jobs, or other non-school related
organizations. Include the organization, number of years, special awards, recognitions, accomplishments/remarks.

2. What are your plans after high school?
3. If you could change anything about your state, what would it be and why?
4. Cooperatives can provide any needed service such as electric, telephone, water, food, insurance, etc. Explain a
benefit of being a cooperative member.
5. If you win the Youth to Washington program, you may be asked to help promote the program to fellow
classmates next year. Describe one way you would promote the program. Be creative!
6. Why are you applying for the Youth Tour Program?
By completing and submitting this application, I verify my eligibility to attend Youth Day in Springfield. If chosen as a Youth Day
participant, I commit to the trip to Springfield. I also understand that if I should be selected as one of the winners of this contest, I
would take the all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
____________________________________
Student’s Signature

____________________________________
Social Security Number*

I hereby give my consent for _____________________________ to participate in the “Youth to Washington” contest and take the
all-expense paid tour** to Washington, D.C. if selected as a winner.
____________________________________
Parent or Guardian’s Signature

____________________________________
Relationship

* The student’s social security number will only be used for security purposes should he/she win the trip to Washington, D.C.
** The entire tour will be properly chaperoned. Additional information regarding this program may be obtained from Laura Dotson at Adams Electric Cooperative or Bridgette Northern at
Adams Telephone Co-Operative.
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You’ve heard about geothermal.
Find out if it’s right for your home.

