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Thank you Penny Power Grant Committee
for your generous grant toward our
playground improvement fund.
Village of Golden
Thank you for your recent letter informing us of the
committee's decision to award Great River Recovery
Resources a Penny Power Grant! We are very thankful for
the financial support, and are already working to schedule
the training funded through the grant.
Please express our gratitude to the committee members
and the people of Adams County for their support. The work
we do to help people achieve healthier lives really does
make a difference in our community. We are grateful for
your partnership and support.
Sincerely,
Ron Howell, Executive Director
Great River Recovery Resources, Inc.
Please accept our sincere gratitude and extend thanks to
your board of directors and executive staff for allowing
us to be a recipient of the Penny Power Grant. The money
we received has already been put to work and we have
purchased training manikins to replace older ones that were
beyond their usable capacity.
I also ask you to say thanks to your linemen and service
operators who help us out from time to time, particularly
with our flag pole in Camp Point. These crews have always
been helpful when we need to replace a flag rope.
In any event, our department is grateful for the extra
services Adams Electric provides to us and our community.
Sincerely,
J. Paul Davis
Adams County Ambulance and Emergency Medical Services
I am writing on behalf of the Quincy Symphony Orchestra
Association to thank you for your generous Penny Power
grant of $650 received January 23 for the purchase of
choral risers.
We greatly appreciate supporters like you who
are willing to pledge financial resources to assure the
continuation of our concerts and educational opportunities.
The Association looks ahead to serving the community on
a continuing basis by providing live music to all ages and
backgrounds.
We hope that you have been able to enjoy our recent
performances, taking pride in the knowledge that your
contribution helps make it possible.
Sincerely,
Lucas King, Treasurer
Quincy Symphony Orchestra Association
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Out of Power?

Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner.......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis.................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Director
Richard King................... Huntsville
Director
John Kestner......................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
Director
George Schneider................. Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,400 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.
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Adams Electric’s Commitment –
Long Term Stable and Competitive Rates
by Jim Thompson PE to serve you conscientiously and efficiently
General Manager

The following article
is a bit long but we
are eager to provide
you with an informed
and comprehensive
overview of Adams
Electric’s strategy to
keep rates stable and
competitive. Why are we talking about it?
Because it is a sound strategy and a good
story. We believe that education is the key
to recognizing offers that are unsustainable
in the long run. One of the Cooperative
principles on which we were founded is
member education. We want you to have
confidence in your Cooperative, and to
understand that we have solid professionals
and a dedicated Board of Directors who
study these issues continually.
Some Cooperative members have
heard of offerings by new suppliers of
electricity and have asked how they could
be offering electricity at a lower cost.
Ameren residential customers have had
the opportunity to choose a Retail Electric
Supplier (RES) for the generation portion
of their bill since May 1, 2002. Until
recently, there was little or no profit to be
found in reselling electricity because the
economy was strong and
electricity prices were
in line with the cost of
producing electricity.
Many of these suppliers
are not entities with
generation facilities and
have purchased blocks
of electricity during an
economic downturn and
are reselling those blocks
into the retail market.
Understanding that
electricity resellers have a
different motive than the
Cooperative for bringing
value to their businesses
is key to understanding
why we are staying on
a carefully chosen path to serve you at the
lowest possible cost for the long-term. Retail
Electric Suppliers don’t have a long term
relationship with their consumers nor do
they need to plan for them long-term. Retail
Electric Suppliers have no long-term duty to
ensure they can continue to serve their new
customers. Cooperatives, on the other hand,
try to make decisions that make the most
sense for the members. We are in business

at the best possible cost. You have created a
cooperative with the resources to provide a
consistent and competitive price for decades.
Because you, the member and owner of
the Cooperative, have your electricity pooled

or aggregated with all other members of the
Cooperative, this allows the board to secure
a long-term supply of electricity, which
is different than for-profit public utilities.
Not-for-profit electric cooperatives and
municipally-owned utilities operate differently
than for-profit, investor-owned utilities
like Ameren and Commonwealth Edison.
Electric cooperatives, like Adams Electric
Cooperative, were allowed by the Illinois
General Assembly to make a local decision on
whether or not to continue aggregating as a
group of members, or to enter the deregulated
market, specifically because we are locally

owned and democratically controlled by you,
our members. Adams Electric members elect
a Board of Directors who are all members
themselves and who must weigh the benefits
and risks of where to procure the source of
energy that is best for our individual owners
and the communities for the long haul. Your
directors have made decisions to help secure
wholesale power over the long-term to protect
from the uncertainty of short-term contracts
and the volatility of market-based prices. The
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Board of Directors and staff feel confident
about these decisions and believes they will
provide great benefit to the members over
the coming years. The Board of Directors
did not want to leave members exposed
to fluctuating market prices. Purchasing
one hundred percent
(100%) of your needs
from the market isn’t
prudent and is just plain
risky. The Board of
Directors established
a goal to have stable
rates over the long haul
to ensure we are not
victims when the cyclic
economy changes the
energy supply from surplus to scarcity.
The Board of Directors believes the
best way to secure and provide rate stability
is through a diversified mixture of various
types of owned generation assets and
prudent market purchases. The members
own the generation facilities and receive the
electricity at the cost of ownership, without
the component of profit going to some
unknown shareholders. In this arrangement,
you own a larger part of the supply chain.
We have very close projections on our
wholesale power cost going forward for
many years, not just the next two or three
years. Owning generation assets provides
members a great hedge going forward
against high market prices.
One asset our members own that will
provide approximately sixty percent (60%)
of our current needs is the Prairie State
Energy Campus, a new base load generation
facility and an on-site, thirty year supply
of fuel for the plant. The plant has one of
the lowest, if not the lowest fuel cost of
any coal facility in the United States. (See
Graph) It also is extremely clean due to the
state-of-the-art pollution control equipment.
Low fuel cost and low emissions provides
a strategic advantage going forward over
other coal generation facilities that are being
required to spend millions and sometimes
billions of dollars to add pollution
controls or shut down to meet government
guidelines. After these investments are
made, it still yields better cost efficiences
than older plants that are not nearly as
efficient as your plant. Our members also
own wind turbines, both here at home and
elsewhere in the state, as well as natural gas,
and even oil-fueled generating assets. This,
coupled with a diverse portfolio of both
short-term and long-term market purchases,
is the basis for how we obtain our electricity.
Simply put, we have a diverse mix of power
supply options and haven't "put all our eggs
in one basket."
By choosing this generation strategy,
the Cooperative’s rates may seem high
priced when market prices are low, as they
are today, but will seem low priced when
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market prices are high. Again, the goal is to
provide stable and competitive rates over the
long haul. As a comparison, our wholesale
cost today, including transmission, is
approximately 7.5 cents per kWh. Again,
it is important to remember that when
comparing that price to
the market price it is not
an "apples to apples"
comparison. Included
in that 7.5 cents is
ownership in assets that
provide stable prices
for the next thirty plus
years compared to a
short-term market price
with rate stability that
only lasts the next two to three years. When
you understand this difference, you realize
these are not the same product. Consider the
difference between a variable interest rate
mortgage and a thirty-year fixed mortgage.
The variable short-term interest rate
mortgage is lower cost but carries more risk
over the next thirty years. Electricity is even
worse, because it takes long-term planning
to ensure there will even be a supply.
People choose the thirty-year mortgage for
certainty and lower risk over the long haul.
And just like the power market, the low
interest rates will not last forever. However,
since we are aggregating many members’
loads, we can have a mixture of resources
for the future. So, to go back to the mortgage
analogy, we are not solely tied to the thirtyyear mortgage, or the three-year mortgage;
rather, we can take measures of each to find
the right balance of low cost and stability.
Low energy prices available to
marketers today will diminish as the
economy recovers and old power
plants are retired. In fact, the Midwest
Independent System Operator, a not-forprofit organization that has oversight of
the grid in this part of the country, fears a
shortage of generation to meet requirements

as early as 2016. We are a "self-help"
organization, entrusted by you to make sure
that we minimize your exposure to these
uncertainties in a prudent, common sense
fashion.
In developing the Adams Electric
strategy, we look at the Cooperative as a
whole, and forecast and plan for all of our
members. The decision to own assets is a
long-term decision. The consequences of
taking a short-term focus are too risky and
provide no hedge going forward. Building
a power plant takes years to accomplish (a
minimum four year process). If utilities wait
until market prices get high before making a
decision to build, they have waited too long.
Utilities need to be in front of the curve. As
Mark Pruitt, former Director of the Illinois
Power Agency and current Principal of the
Power Bureau, LLC, an energy consulting
firm, would say that Noah built the Ark
prior to the flood. Mr. Pruitt believes the
Cooperatives are in a good position to bring
long-term value to the membership. (see his
comment on page 6 of this Outlet.)
In order for the Cooperative to take
advantage of owning assets, it takes all of us
acting together as a Cooperative to secure
these assets.
The Cooperative is in a great position
to provide long-term value to its members
and will continue to evaluate opportunities
to accomplish our mission of delivering
reliable energy at a fair price over the
long haul. Your Board of Directors has
made tough decisions to assure members
affordable rates well into the future. And, the
realities of the new world in electric energy
have given us more tools to accomplish
our mission than ever before. Our country
has been experiencing trying times, but the
one constant in our history is the American
people’s ability to overcome adversity. Our
economy will recover, and America will
once again flourish like no other nation, and
we’ll be ready.

Coal Plant Fuel Cost Curve

Prairie State
Lowest Fuel Cost Coal Plant in United States
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The Cooperative
Advantage at Work
Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives Turns 15!
Photo by Jake McGuire

Four Local Students Will Tour

Washington, D.C.

Four area high school sophomores
or juniors will win an all-expense
paid trip to Washington, D.C.,
June 14-21, 2013, in an annual
contest sponsored by Adams Electric
Cooperative and Adams Telephone
Co-Operative.
Interested students from local
schools completed a short answer application. A total of 22 students will
be attending Illinois Electric and
Telephone Youth Day in Springfield on April 17. Twelve students
will represent Adams Electric Cooperative and ten students will represent Adams Telephone Co-Operative
during a visit to the state capitol, the
old capitol building and the Abraham
Lincoln Presidential Museum.
At the conclusion of Youth
Day, judges from the Association of
Illinois Electric Cooperatives will interview the applicants. Two winners
will be selected for each cooperative for an 8-day all-expense paid
trip to Washington, D.C. in June.
One alternate will be named for each
cooperative in case one of the winners is unable to attend.
The four winners of Youth Day
will spend one week in Washington,
D.C., visiting places of historical
interest, meeting members of Congress, and getting a firsthand look at
our government in action. Students
will also learn about the important
role cooperatives play in our nation.
Local students participating in
the “Illinois Electric & Telephone
Cooperative Youth Day” in Springfield are: Eann Diller, Mattie Henderson, Anthony Holtschlag, and
Hannah Richmiller of Central High
School, Chance Vose of Griggsville/
Perry High School, Briana Essing-

ton of Liberty High School, Stephanie Nelson, and Hannah Steele
of Payson Seymour High School,
William Slater Cornwell, Jayley
Janssen, Blake Johnson, and Lucas
Watson of Quincy Notre Dame High
School, Terra Scranton of Quincy
Senior High School, Riley Plumer
and Eduardo Zabala of RushvilleIndustry High School, Shyann
Carnes, Caroline Cramsey, Megan
Dobbins, and
Kody Eilers of
Southeastern
High School,
Kayla Gronewold and
Alexis Wilson
of Unity High
School and
Ashley Barlow of Warsaw
High School.
(No applications were
received from
Brown County,
Meredosia/
Chambersburg, or Quincy Christian
Schools.)
This year marks the
54th year of the Youth to
Washington program. Adams Electric Cooperative has been sending
students to Washington, D.C. since
1959. Adams Telephone joined the
program in 2004. Today, approximately 2,000 students from 42
cooperatives across the United
States meet at our nation’s capital
each summer.
For more information about
Youth Tour, contact Laura Dotson at
Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797.

On April 4, cooperatives across the country will celebrate the 15th birthday of Touchstone Energy®, the
branding program of the nation’s electric co-ops.
We’ve been a proud member of the brand since
2004, and we’re not alone. Touchstone Energy Cooperatives represents a network of 741 co-ops serving
30 million members in 46 states, all committed to
improving the quality of
life for families and businesses in the communities
we serve.
Starting with a single
TV commercial in 1998,
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives now provides
co-ops like Adams Electric with more than 50
powerful programs and
tools we would not be
able to offer without their
support. It’s the cooperative advantage at work. Your cooperative is part
of a nationwide alliance of electric cooperatives
focused on one thing—making communities
stronger while delivering safe, reliable, and
affordable power.
“We want to bring power to the doorstep
of every electric cooperative by offering them
the tools they need to cement bonds with their
members,” says Jim Bausell, Touchstone Energy Cooperatives chief operating officer. “At
the end of the day, co-op consumers must trust
that the brand stands for real value.”
Launched April 4, 1998, the brand constantly evolves to better meet the needs of co-ops.
Touchstone Energy Cooperatives’ programs
support communications, economic development, strategy execution, community engagement, and residential energy programs. Adams
Electric Cooperative promotes energy efficiency
with TogetherWeSave.com.
		
Your Cooperative is dedicated to serving
members with accountability, integrity, innovation, and commitment to community—core
values all Touchstone Energy Cooperatives share.
To learn more, visit www.touchstoneenergy.coop.

Do you know a high school student who
would make a good candidate for the
Youth Tour contest?
Students must be a sophomore or junior in the fall of
2013 to be eligible for the 2014 Youth Tour contest.
Send student's name and address to: Attn: Laura,
Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320 or
by email at: ldotson@adamselectric.coop.
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Commentary

Historically low energy prices can’t last
Illinois electric co-ops are prepared for long-term
by Mark Pruitt
To introduce myself, for the past several
years I served as Director of the Illinois
Power Agency (IPA). The IPA is the state
agency created in 2007 by the Illinois
General Assembly to purchase wholesale
power for certain customers of Ameren
and ComEd, the state’s investor-owned
electric utilities. In October 2011, I started a consulting service and now advise
communities on their energy purchasing
options.
In my current capacity as an energy
consultant, my job is price hedging. I
identify risks, handicapping them for
probability, and then explore what I can
do to avoid those risks.
Prices for the electricity commodity
have been driven lower largely by demand erosion due to the troubled economy. Since we entered into this recession
in 2008, Illinois has seen about a nine
percent decline in industrial demand.
The big question is how long will this
low electricity commodity price market
continue.
Conventional wisdom from the U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE) indicates
that the current price of 9.8¢ for a kWh
of electricity will drop to 9.2¢ by 2019.
Without meaning to sound too critical, I
would suggest that the Energy Information Administration has perhaps overemphasized the role of low natural gas
prices in making its projections. Their
projected future electricity prices appear to me to be artificially low based on
overly high expectations for new natural
gas supplies.
The U.S. DOE claimed that 410 trillion cubic feet of recoverable shale gas
was available in the Marcellus formation.
The U.S. Geological Survey, the guys
who know about dirt and rocks, claim
that only about 84 trillion cubic feet are
available. In addition, any increases in
regulatory requirements on natural gas
“fracking” will likely reduce supplies and
increase prices.
Even if we get all of that supply to
market, will prices stay low forever?
The answer is no. In Europe and Asia,
they will pay $12 to $15 a million btu for
natural gas. We are paying $2 to $3 so
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there is a profit incentive to get it from
here to there. We are turning liquefied
natural gas import terminals into export
terminals. I believe that retail electricity
prices will likely rise by 75 percent by
2019. And, I also see natural gas above
$6 – or roughly double the current spot
price.
Electricity prices are driven by
multiple elements including generation
supply, transmission and distribution.
On the generation supply side, there
is significant potential for base load generation retirement, and the rate of public
plant closure announcements is increasing.
Can the effects of these retirements
be offset by new renewable generation?
Likely not, because 50 megawatts of
wind or solar generating capacity is not
the same as 50 megawatts of dispatchable generation. Renewables may be the
preferred policy option today, but they’re
not the total solution to replacing lost
base load generation.
So where will replacement generation come from? Frankly, I don’t know,
because that’s a policy issue that has
been ignored for the last 15 years in
the deregulated states. We don’t have a
mechanism in the deregulated world to
build new base load power plants. There
is not a 30-year contract model to support
the capital necessary to build a new plant.
So, we have a situation where
generating capacity is going off line but
we don’t have new capacity coming on
line. I think we can all agree that this
will cause upward price pressure. More
importantly, an economic recovery will
drive up energy demand. At the first sign
of true economic recovery I expect to see
a lot of upward price pressure in electricity markets.
Transmission also has some upward
price pressures. We’re starting to see
some plans from regional transmission operators that predict higher costs.
PJM, which manages transmission in the
northern part of the state, estimates that
about $14 billion in transmission system upgrades are necessary just to deal
with plant closures. Additionally, PJM

estimates that integrating new renewables
into the system will cost around $60 billion.
Distribution costs are also likely to
rise. The investor-owned utilities are
spending significant sums of money to
make long-overdue system reliability
upgrades and all of this drives up distribution costs.
All of these items, and more, lead
me to believe that electricity costs for
consumers are going up.
Where does municipal aggregation
fit into all of this? Municipal aggregation
allows a county, city or village located
in the ComEd or Ameren territories to
step in and negotiate an electricity supply
contract for their residents. Right now,
municipalities are able to achieve significant discounts off the Ameren or ComEd
energy rates for the short term. The ability to book those kinds of savings as a
practical matter will basically end in May
of 2013.
My suspicion is that more than half
of the municipal aggregations that have
been formed will probably go away within two years. Municipalities are generally
not risk managers, and their residents can
leave the aggregation if prices get too
high.
First, it is important to remember
that value is more than a low price. For
example, electric co-ops are ahead of
investor-owned utilities in terms of adding smart grid options. This new technology adds value in terms of reliability
and pricing options. Co-ops are in many
cases also providing rural broadband, or
helping with rural water system expansion and other economic development
projects. That’s added value.
Second, remember that price stability
is also a value. The electric market prices

change every five minutes. Electric coops have ownership in real generating
assets that are going to protect members
from rising prices over the long-term.
While the municipal aggregation approach is yielding some short-term savings, we suspect that
their prices will pop
up when the economy recovers largely
because they do not
invest in generating
assets.
Third, remember that today is not
forever. We can all
remember not long
ago when they said
we were running out

of natural gas. I also remember something about nuclear plants making electricity too cheap to meter. We all know
that the market changes, and that prices
rise faster than they fall. Electric co-ops
have taken crucial steps to prepare for
the coming market
changes.
Lastly, there
will always be people who will question and criticize
every decision any
leader makes. When
you look at the long
term, someone will
say you should’ve
gone short. When
you buy, someone

will say that you could’ve sold. I see
price pressures and instability in today’s
electricity markets. My belief is that electric co-ops have laid out long-term plans
and will be better positioned than the rest
of the market when prices rise.
My Sunday school teacher used to
ask, “When did Noah build the Ark?
It was before the rain.” It was hard for
Noah, with years and years of effort and
everyone wondering why he did it. I
personally believe that the state’s electric
co-ops are doing the hard work necessary in the current challenging times to
prepare for the long-term best interests of
their members. And, I would suggest that
co-op members are likely to be thankful
in the future for the foresight that co-op
leaders have demonstrated. ■

MY APPLIANCES AREN’T
THE ONLY ENERGY STARS
IN MY HOUSE.

(Continued on page 7)
Mark Pruitt, former Director of the Illinois Power
Agency, currently is the
Principal of the Power
Bureau, LLC, an energy
consulting firm.

I am, too. Because now I know how to get the most out
o f t h e m . B y s i m p l y u s i n g m o r e e ff i c i e n t s e t t i n g s o n m y
E N E R G Y S TA R ® q u a l i f i e d a p p l i a n c e s , I ’ m r e a l l y h e l p i n g
t h e s a v i n g s g r o w. W h a t c a n y o u d o ? F i n d o u t h o w t h e l i t t l e
c h a n g e s a d d u p a t To g e t h e r We S a v e . c o m .

TOGE T HERW E S AV E .C OM
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Petitions
for Director
The Bylaws of Adams Electric Cooperative provide
that nominations can be made by petition of 25 Cooperative Members. Blank petitions can be obtained
by contacting the Cooperative office. Directors from
Districts #1 (consisting of Astoria Township in Fulton County; Littleton, Oakland, Buena Vista, Woodstock, Browning, Rushville, Bainbridge, Hickory
and Frederick Townships of Schuyler County), District #2 (consisting of Keene, Northeast and Houston
Townships of Adams County; Augusta, Chili and St.
Albans Townships of Hancock County), and District
#3 (consisting of Gilmer, Columbus, Burton and
Liberty Townships of Adams County) will be elected
at the September 4, 2013 Annual Meeting. Petitions
must be returned to the Cooperative office by 5
p.m., Thursday, June 6, 2013.
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New Office Hours
As technology improves, our needs are changing.
Over the past few years, our office has seen less and
less foot traffic. The majority of members pay their
bills automatically with credit card, bank drafting
and through the mail. With the implementation of
our new website and members' ability to pay their
bill and access their usage online, there has become
less need to have extended office hours. In an effort
to improve efficiency and be cost effective, the
Cooperative will be changing
office hours beginning
Monday, May 6, 2013.
The new hours will be:
7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
Monday through
Friday. Remember,
the Cooperative
has a drop box
should you need
to drop off a payment after hours.
Calls after hours
will continue to be
answered by our
after hours service.
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What Can I Find?

Words in bold are just some of the topics on our new website!

About AEC – Looking for

general Co-op information? Did you
know you own the Cooperative? Watch
the video on What’s A Cooperative?
or visit History of Electric Cooperatives and Your Cooperative to learn
about what it means to be a member.
Do you know what Capital Credits
are or that the Co-op operates on a
not-for-profit basis? Have you met your
Board of Directors? The Cooperative
has an Advisory Committee made up
of members like you. Do you know
any of the members currently serving?
Our website also contains copies of our
Bylaws and our Annual Report.

News – News Releases are posted
on our main page and archived for
future reference. Every issue of the
Adams Outlet from 2010 to present
are online. We are archiving older issues of our newsletter, so stay tuned for
more. Looking for Recipes from previous issues? Many of our recipes can be
found under Adams Outlet. If there is a
specific newsletter or recipe you don’t
see, give us a call and we’d be happy
to post it. We’ve made it easy to send
your free Event Listings for the Adams
Outlet’s Calendar of Events. Be sure to
send them to us before the deadline (i.e.
April 1 is the deadline for May events.)

Energy Efficiency
is part of both our
member and community services.
As a member, you may be interested
in our EnergyWyse Loan Program,
Load Control Program, or borrowing
a Kill-A-Watt Usage Monitor. Find
out how little changes add up
by taking the home tour on our
link to TogetherWeSave.com.
Geothermal and Air-toAir Heat Pumps still rank
at the top when it comes to
installing an energy efficient
heating and cooling system.
Learn why under Energy Efficiency for All. There are a
lot of options when it comes to
Lighting and Insulation. Let
us make these choices a little
easier. Also, find out why the
Energy Star label matters
when shopping for appliances.
Are you interested in wind
energy? Wind generation in
general, facts about both Coop owned wind turbines and a
chart of their monthly production can be found under the
Wind Turbines link. Studying
wind energy? Local organizations and classrooms can Request A
Tour of one of our wind turbines.

what we do every day. We’ve included
Indoor and Outdoor General Safety
Tips to protect you and your family. Check out Farm Safety, CFL
Disposal, JULIE – Call Before You
Dig, Live Line Demo, and a link to

Outages – Report An
Outage provides contact
information (assuming
you have a smart phone
or can access the site from
work or another location).
If we’re experiencing a
major outage, check out
Current Outages to find
outage updates. We recommend watching for outage
updates under “Adams
Outlet” on Facebook.
“Like” our page to receive
these updates automatically. Be prepared for a storm
by visiting Emergency
Outage Tips & Storm
Preparedness and watching our Generator Safety
video.

TM

Member Services

– Members can learn more about Payment Options, Upgrading Electric
Service, Security Lights, Surge
Protection, Air Evac, and the soonto-launch Rate WATTcher program.
You’ll discover answers to many of
your questions as well as forms to sign
Adams Electric offers services
up for many of our programs.
for members and the general public.
Our Tree Trimming/Spraying
Programs which are only available to
schedule
can be found online, complete
members are located under Member
with
a
map
of our service territory.
Services. Options open to everyone, are
included under Community Services.
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Community
Services – Safety is a big part of

Penny Power has passed the
$250,000 mark. Count up the impact
we’ve made on our communities.
Every Penny Power grant ever awarded
is listed on our website and you’ll even
find a grant request form for your next
project.
Adams Electric works with
Economic Development groups and
organizations to expand and attract
businesses in our communities. We’re
involved in several loan programs,
including our own, to grow local businesses.

SafeElectricity.org for a vast array of
safety materials.
Education & Youth Programs at
your Cooperative have been around for
years. We are excited to offer online
applications, a Youth Tour video, and
program updates. We’ve recently completed the application process for the
2013 Youth Tour. Electricity School
applications will be available by the
end of April.
Our Hey, Kids! link teaches
children about electricity and saving
energy. There are links to a wide range
of educational activities and games
for kids of all ages. They may become
a great resource for your next school
project.

My Account – Set up your account
under My Account to pay your bill online!
First select a user name and password. You
will need to have your electric bill handy
to enter your base account number and
name. Your base account number is the first
digits of your account number before the
hyphen. Do not include the hyphen or the
three digits at end of your account number.
Next, enter your name exactly as it appears
on the bill. (For example, if your bill says
"Wirehand,Willie E" watch for spaces and
commas and enter only what you see. Note
that there are no spaces between the comma and the beginning of the first name.) Finally,
add your phone number. You may enter any phone number we have on file. If you have
any problems, questions, or find that we do not have your current phone number on file,
give us a call. We would be happy to provide assistance and help set up your account.
Pay Your Bill – Once you've established your online account and logged in, you
will have the option to pay your bill. Click Pay Your Bill to see your account balance and
pay by Discover, MasterCard, Visa, or eCheck. (eCheck is a withdrawal from your checking account. If selecting eCheck, please allow 3-5 business days for processing.)
Current Billing – View your Current Billing online.
Billing History
– Click Billing History
to access your total
monthly and average
daily usage, as well as,
the monthly total and average daily charges over
the past two years. By
clicking on each blue bar,
you can view the electric
bill that corresponds with
each month.

Profiles – Under Profiles > Accounts, you can update

your phone numbers (once an account is established), add or
change your email address, and sign up for paperless billing. To
eliminate the printed copy of your electric bill, select "no" next
to Receive paper bill. You must include a valid email address.
Sorry, we cannot eliminate your bill completely. :)

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!
"Like" us for outage updates, contests,
tips, photos and more!
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Storm Preparedness Kit

Check List

48 x 56 x 14
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also offer building
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

The months of April through July represent the most active
months for severe storms, lightning strikes, and tornadoes.
“You never know when a storm may hit, creating potential
electrical hazards for your family,” says Molly Hall, Safe Electricity Executive Director. “The best solution is to be prepared
ahead of time. This checklist will help keep your family safe
year round.”

Water - fill up bathtubs and containers with water for
washing and stock up on bottled water for consumption.
Food - at least enough for 3-7 days, non-perishable

packaged or canned food, juices, foods for infants or
the elderly, snack foods, non-electric can opener, cooking tools, fuel, paper plates and plastic utensils.

Blankets, Pillows & Seasonal Clothing Items
First Aid Kit / Medicines / Prescription Drugs
Special Items - for babies and the elderly
Toiletries / Hygiene Items / Moisture Wipes
Flashlight / Batteries
Radio and Clock - battery operated, also consider
purchasing an NOAA weather radio

Telephone - fully charged cell phone with extra

batteries and a landline telephone (not cordless)

Emergency Numbers - keep a list of emergency telephone numbers including Adams Electric

Cash and Credit Cards - banks and ATMs may not be
available for extended periods
Keys
Toys, Books and Games
Important Documents (in a waterproof container or
bag) insurance cards, medical records, bank account
numbers, Social Security card, birth certificates, etc.

Tools - some items include duct tape, screw drivers,
work gloves, safety goggles, etc.
Vehicle Fuel Tanks Filled
Pet Care Items - ample supply of food and water,
proper identification, immunization records,
medications, a carrier or cage, muzzle and leash.

Keep family and friends out of flooded basements to avoid electrical shock.
Keep family and friends away from all downed
power lines during and after a storm.
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Take Control

of How & When You Use Electricity
Adams Electric Cooperative will be implementing the
Rate Wattcher Residential Smart Grid RTP (real time
pricing) Pilot Program. During the 3-year study,
enrollees will pay for electricity based on wholesale
market day-ahead pricing. The Cooperative hopes to
determine member reactions to this type of rate structure.
Will members vary their usage patterns based on the
hourly price of electricity?
As a member of a cooperative, you are used to a rate
class that limits exposure to the extreme variations in rates
which can result from time of day or the season during
which the electricity is used. The price of electricity varies
from hour to hour based on wholesale market prices. As
a participant in the Rate Wattcher program, the price you
pay for electricity will depend on the time of day it is used.
This price may be higher or lower than the rate you’re currently paying.
Participants in this program are still required to pay
a monthly facility charge, a transmission and distribution
charge in addition to the hourly price per kWh. (The transmission and distribution charges are ordinarily bundled in
your standard rate.)
This study will begin in 2013 and is limited to the first
125 members who enroll. For more information on this
program, contact the Cooperative at (800) 232-4797.
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Everybody cares about his or her utility bill, right?
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,
the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
The answer is “yes.” We all relate to
our own comfort and utility bill. Well,
that is understandable and the purpose
of this column has always been to help
you have a comfortable house and a
reasonable electric bill.
However, we sometimes confuse
our electric bill with merely heating and
cooling costs. This most often happens
when the bill is received just after a hot
summer month or a cold winter month.
When we have questions about the
comfort of a house, it usually involves
the energy efficiency of the house and/
or the heating and cooling system.
But let me remind you that your
electric bill includes more than just
the costs associated with heating and
cooling. It includes kilowatts used for
lighting, and the winter season requires
additional hours of lighting. It also
includes usage from appliances and
chargers for phones and iPads, as well
as power for the many other electronic
gadgets in the home today. It also
includes the power used to heat your
water. Plus, there are facility charges
and taxes.
What most do not know is just
how many kilowatts are being used
inefficiently. Consider this example: We
received a call from a fellow who had
built his house to our energy efficiency

standards, which included using
geothermal for heating and cooling.
He’s a successful businessman and is
blessed to have been able to build a very
nice home. However, he was shocked at
his high summer electric bills. Because
his house was in our service area, we
told him that we would make a courtesy
inspection.
Upon arrival, we drove through a
secured access and up a long driveway
to the top of the mountain where we
saw a beautiful large home. We parked
next to a water fountain and noticed
the outdoor landscaped lights were on,
during the day.
Well, you can see where this story is
going, can’t you? The building envelope
of the house was actually very energy
efficient and the geothermal system was
performing beautifully.
We learned that the fountain at the
entry, and the waterfall at the backyard
swimming pool ran 24/7. Next to the
pool was an outdoor kitchen where the
refrigerator was sitting in the sun near
the big screen TV and the Casablanca
type ceiling fans. There were extra
freezers in the garage and several
televisions. Our comprehensive audit
revealed all of the energy efficiency
items were working just fine. The audit
revealed that the embellishments – the
bells and whistles – were costing dearly
to operate and were inefficient. They
were responsible for 50 percent of his
total utility bill.
A similar call came from a
lady who also lived in a new
house built to our energy efficiency
recommendations.

Her summer electric bills were also
higher than expected. After a long
discussion, we concluded that her bills
would be about as originally predicted if
she would [1] disconnect the circulating
hot water system that was adding
heat to the house in the summer and
was causing the water heater to run
continuously, and [2] unplug the two old
freezers in the garage.
We often tell folks that heating,
cooling and water heating together
account for about 70 percent of the
energy usage on the average house. And
we can give good advice on how to help
control that cost. But much of the other
30 percent may involve lifestyle choices
the homeowner has made, and those
vary from house to house. That is the
reason why we suggested in the last two
columns that you request an energy
audit on your house.
Well, I know that some of you
have requested, and some of you have
already received, an energy audit.
That is just great. That audit very well
may suggest not only needed energy
efficiency improvements but also other
ways to lower your electric bills. If you
have received an audit using a blower
door test, you probably have some
interesting stories to tell about all the
places where outside air is coming in
through the building envelope. I would
like to hear some of those stories. You
can tell me by calling my office at 501653-7931.
Have you noticed that I used the
term “building envelope?” We will
discuss that term in detail next month.

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant for the
Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative members
statewide. To ask energy efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More
energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s columns, can also be found at www.ecark.org.
Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine
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Sweet Maple Chex Mix
Submitted by Charilyn Stalder

1 1/2 sticks butter
1 cup brown sugar
1 Tbsp. Maple flavoring
8 cups (or 1 box) Rice Chex cereal
1 lb. bag of M&M’s or Reese’s Pieces
1 brown paper grocery bag
Melt butter in microwave and add
brown sugar. Stir well. Add maple
flavoring. Put cereal in paper bag. Pour
butter mixture over the cereal. Fold top
and shake to mix. Cook in microwave
for 6 minutes. You MUST shake bag
every 1 1/2 minutes. After 6 minutes,
open top of bag and let cool. Pour in
candy and shake.

Deer Steak in Crock Pot
Submitted by Judy Newton

2 lbs. deer chops, browned
2 packets brown gravy mix
2 1/2 cups water
1 large onion
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup ketchup
1/2 cup chili sauce
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
Mix brown gravy mix and water, add
remaining ingredients. Pour over deer
chops in crock pot. Cook on low for 6-8
hours.

Moon Cake

Submitted by Bonnie Miller
Cake:
1 stick oleo
1 cup water
1 cup flour
4 eggs
Icing:
2 small boxes vanilla instant pudding
8 oz. cream cheese, softened
3 cups milk
8 oz. Cool Whip
Chocolate syrup
Bring oleo and water to a boil. Remove
from heat. Add flour. Beat well. Add
eggs, one at a time, beating after each
addition. Spread in 9x13 pan and bake
at 400 degrees for 25 minutes. (Cake
will be lumpy like the moon’s surface.)
Mix pudding, cream cheese and milk.
Spread on top of cooled cake and refrigerate for 20 minutes. Spread Cool Whip
on top of pudding and drizzle chocolate
syrup on top of Cool Whip.
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Sweet Maple Chex Mix
Easy Crock Pot Roast
Submitted by Ginger DeMoss

2 lbs. roast
1 pkg. dry onion soup mix
1 pkg. dry Italian salad dressing mix
1/2 cup water
Onions, carrots, and potatoes (optional)
Place roast in crock pot. Add water.
Sprinkle both mixes over roast. Cover
and cook on low for 8 hours. Chop onions, carrots and potatoes. Add vegetables during last two hours of cooking.

Vidalia Onion Casserole
Submitted by Justin McCulloch

2-3 Vidalia onions
1 tube Ritz crackers
1 cup sour cream
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 stick butter
1 egg
1 cup milk
1 1/2 cups sharp cheddar cheese
Quarter onions and sauté in butter until
clear, not mushy. Drain, saving butter,
and set aside. Add crushed crackers to
butter. Mix egg, soup, sour cream, and
milk. Line pan with cracker mixture.
Put onions on top of crackers, add soup
mixture and top with cheese. Bake at
350 degrees for 30-40 minutes.

Sweet Deviled Eggs

Submitted by Laura Dotson
6 large eggs, boiled
3 Tbsp. mayonnaise
1 Tbsp. sugar
1 tsp. mustard
1 tsp. vinegar
1/2 tsp. salt
Paprika for garnish, optional
Peel eggs and cut in half putting yolks
in mixing bowl. Mash yolks. Mix in
remaining ingredients (except paprika).
Put ingredients in egg white halves.
Lightly sprinkle with paprika. Chill and
enjoy. (405020-001)

Recipes Online!
Did you know our
recipes can be found
on our website ?
Visit: adamselectric.coop
Click on "Adams Outlet
Member Newsletter"
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23rd Stitches in Time
Quilt & Needlework Show

Calendar
of Events
Heartworm Awareness Day

April 4 (7am-5:30pm), Animal
Medical Clinic, 2803 Wismann Ln.,
Quincy. Discounted heartworm tests,
discounts on heartworm & flea/tick
medication. Free gifts w/purchase.
Register to win a prize basket.
(217) 222-8383

April 5 & 6, Quincy Senior &
Family Resource Center, 639
York, Quincy. Over 100 locally
owned quilts. Special display
theme "Reviving the 1930s".
Merchants mall. Quilting &
needlework demonstrations.
Lunch supplied by Meals Plus.
Tickets $5.

Crossroad Country Opry

April 6 (7pm), Unity High School,
453 West Collins, Mendon.
Sponsored by Loraine Lions Club
Tickets: $7.50/advance, $8/at the
door. Call Johnny at
(217) 242-0972.

Sunday Dance

April 7 (4-8:30pm), American
Legion, 116 N. 8th, Quincy.
$5.00, from 5:30pm-8:30pm. Food
available; Fries, Burgers, etc.

Submit your listings online at:

www.adamselectric.coop

Cactus Past Musical

April 12-14 (Fri. & Sat. 7pm, Sun.
2pm), Beardstown Grand Opera
House, 123 S. State. Heritage
Preservation Foundation presents
Cactus Past. Funds for new roof
on opera house. Reservations or
information, call (217) 617-3944.

Friends of the Library
Book Sale

Quincy Area Youth Chorus
Spring Concert

St. Rose Pancake Breakfast

Kid's Club

Quail Forever Banquet

Faith Family Friends
FUNdraiser

April 4-6 (Thurs. 12-7:30pm, Fri. &
Sat. 9am-4:30pm), Large Meeting
Room, Quincy Public Library. (217)
223-1309
Tuesdays (3-5pm), Golden Town
Hall, 102 Prairie Mills Road. After
school program for kids K-6.
Busing from schools. Games,
crafts, snacks, Bible stories, music
& more. Free but must pre-register.
Forms at youthandfamilygolden.com
Call (217) 779-1983

April 8 (7:30pm), Trinity Church
of Christ, 2020 S. 24th, Quincy.
Performances by Kinderchor and
Concert Choir. Free admission.
Donations encouraged.

April 12 (Doors open 5:30pm,
Supper 7:30pm, Auction 8:30pm),
Ambiance, Quincy. Golden Triangle
Chapter 3rd Annual Banquet.
Ribeye & chicken dinner. Kids
welcome. $45 single, $60 couple
(includes membership). For ticket
reservations, call (217) 257-3885

April 13 (6-10am), St. Rose
Church Hall, Rushville. Pancakes,
sausage & drinks. Open house
for new addition. Free will offering
w/proceeds for youth activities.
Wheelchair accessible.

April 13 (10am-4pm), The Virginia
at Scripps Park, Rt. 24, Rushville.
Vendors including Scentsy,
Scrapbooking, Thirty One, Avon,
Chocolates, Good Book & more.
Benefits Rushville Family Camp.
(309) 827-2406

Schuyler Arts Council's
"Bistro Night"

April (to be announced), Phoenix
Opera House, Rushville.
Entertainment by singers Gregg
Snyder & Jim Devitt. Cost:
$12, appetizer buffet included.
For tickets and more information,
(217) 322-3708

American Classics

April 13 (7:30pm), Morrison
Theater, Quincy Junior High.
Concert tribute to American
musical style & theatre. $12/
seniors, $15/adults, youth 18 &
under are free.

Brown Co. Public Library
Spring Book Sale

April 15-20 (during normal library
hours), Brown Co. Public Library, Mt.
Sterling. (217) 773-2013
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Cultural Bites:
Mexican Fiesta Food

April 16 (6-8pm) Quincy Public
Library. Learn how to make (and
eat) some fun fiesta food from
Ignacio Anguiano-Reyes. Free
but reservation required. Call
(217) 223-1309

Benefit for
Goodwin Family

April 20 (11am-7pm), K of C, Quincy.
Silent & live auction, bake sale,
kids’ activities, food, photo booth,
bounce house, volleyball & more.
goodwinbenefit.weebly.com

Greater Quincy
Postcard Show

April 26 & 27 (Fri. 10am-6pm, Sat.
10am-4pm), Quincy City Center
Hotel, 201 S. 3rd. Early bird at
9am/$5, regular admission after
10am/$3. For more information,
contact Marilyn at (217) 223-5314

Annual Church
Garage Sale

April 27 (7am-noon), Christ
Lutheran Church, 333 S. 36th St.,
Quincy. Benefits church kitchen
remodeling project. (217) 224-1624

Mt. Sterling YMCA
Healthy Kids Day

April 27 (9-11:30am), Mt. Sterling
YMCA. Activities for families to
promote a healthy lifestyle. Free
event. (217) 773-2230

Spring Music Concert

April 30 (7pm), Mary Ellen Orr
Auditorium, John Wood Community
College, Quincy. Admission $3,
students free.

The deadline and the prize have been bumped up because we need more votes! This is your chance to vote
for your area favorites and win $25 off your electric bill. The “Area” includes Adams, Brown, Schuyler, McDonough,
Pike, Hancock and Fulton County of Illinois. Vote for as many or as few categories as you like, but keep in mind, only ballots
with at least 20 votes will be eligible to win the $25 electric bill credit. Don’t forget to include the name of the town in which
each establishment is located. One entry per person. Ballot must be postmarked no later than Monday, May 27, 2013. One
winner will be drawn June 3, 2013. We’ll publish the most popular answers in a future Adams Outlet. Support your favorites!

Entry Ballot (or complete online at: adamselectric.coop)
Your Name:_______________________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________________________
City:_____________________________________________________________________________
Phone #:__________________________________________________________________________
Dining Worth the Drive:_________________________

Pizza:_______________________________________

Breakfast:____________________________________

Customer Service:_____________________________

Park:________________________________________

Coffee:______________________________________

Barbecue:____________________________________

Campground:_________________________________

Steak:________________________________________

Place to Take the Kids:_________________________

Town Square:_________________________________

Movie/Live Theater:___________________________

Home/Country Cooking:_________________________

Arts and Crafts Show:__________________________

Photographer:_________________________________

Festival/Event:_______________________________

Ice Cream:____________________________________

Most Beautiful Place:__________________________

Farmer’s Market:______________________________

Historic Site:_________________________________

Bakery:______________________________________

Bookstore:___________________________________

Flea Market:__________________________________

Winery:_____________________________________

Return ballot to:
Adams Electric Cooperative
c/o Laura Dotson
P.O. Box 247
Camp Point, IL 62320-0247
by Monday, May 27.
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