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On behalf of the Board of Directors and members 
of the Adams County Olde Tyme Association 
(ACOTA),I write to express our gratitude to 
Adams Electric Cooperative, and specifically 
the Penny Power initiative, for the support 
of ACOTA projects.
 The most recent award from Penny Power will go 
toward re-siding a wood structure, which houses our 
blacksmith, with metal so that the life of this building will 
be extended for many years...many years of showing county 
youth and adults how we used to do things, and many years 
of bringing back memories to our older citizens. 
 Thanks again for the opportunity and the funding 
support but most of all for the commitment to our 
communities’ organizations and institutions that Penny 
Power symbolizes. It’s a wonderful way to help rural 
communities survive and thrive, in a way continuing the 
foundation of why electric cooperatives were organized in 
the first place.
Best regards,
Willie Venvertloh, 
President
ACOTA Board 
of Directors

 Thank you so much 
to your Co-op members 
in supporting Madison 
School’s Technology 
Updates. We are 
putting the dollars 
toward the purchase 
of a Polyvision Board. This will enable interactive learning 
on a large screen using computerized items in a lesson. 
Think of this as a cross between a chalkboard and an 
overhead projector invention, but even more unique! 
With your support we will be able to try new teaching 
innovations. 
Thanks again,
Kevin M. Genenbacher, Grade 3 Teacher 
Madison School

There is not enough praise for the wonderful workers that 
came to help me after the storm this year. They were very 
polite and hard working. 
God bless you,
Betty Moore

To those who took my call and called me back, especially 
those who worked in the bad weather to restore my electric, 
I would like to thank you for all you have done. 
Sincerely,
Eldonna Steffen

2  •  Adams Outlet  •  July 2013

Save the Date!

The 74th Annual Meeting will be the evening of Wed., Sept. 4.	 •	Free	Meal		 •	Door	Prizes	 •	Lots	of	Vendors		 •	Kid’s	Activities		 •	Vote	for	Directors	 •	Visit	with	Friends
Learn	more	about	your	Cooperative	and	what	it	means	to	be	a	member!

Make a note of it

Did	you	elimin
ate	your	land	

line?	

Do	we	have	y
our	

current	phone
	number	on	fil

e?	

If	not,	please	
make	a	note	o

f	it	

on	your	electr
ic	bill	

or	send	us	an
	email.	

billing@adamselectric.coop

Throwback 
Thursday

Now you can pay your bill online!
Visit adamselectric.coop

Pay Online!

Search	for	“Adam
s	Outlet”                

																					
			on	Faceboo

k.

Every	Thursd
ay,	we’re	pos

ting	

a	historical	p
hoto	to	celeb

rate	75	years
!

See anyone you know?
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by Jim Thompson PE
General Manager
The last several 
months have been 
stormy and very wet.  
Not that I need to share 
that information, you 
have all experienced it.  
Mother Nature likes to 
keep us guessing.  Last 

year we prayed for rain; this year we prayed 
for it to stop.  We all hope for moderation.
 Overall, the Cooperative has been 
fortunate not to have experienced major 
outages. The weather just seems to be 
continual with problems here and there. 
The weather makes it difficult to build new 
lines and put in underground services. It has 
been very difficult to get the equipment into 
locations.
 The floods on both the Illinois and 
Mississippi rivers along with the tributaries 
feeding into them have been a challenge 
for the members and the Cooperative. We 
still have approximately 65 
members without service. 
These locations will be 
energized when safe to do 
so and members have sent 
back a signed affidavit that 
everything is okay.  This 
year, somewhat different 
than in the past, the initial 
rise of the river did not 
provide as much time to 
remove transformers on 
seasonal or non-critical 
accounts, meters, etc. The 
Cooperative tries to keep 
lines energized as long as 
possible to help members 
have power while trying 
to evacuate their locations.  
The Cooperative did take 
precautions to make sure high end meters 
and larger transformers were removed 
before the flooding. We also created open 
points to minimize the number of accounts 
that are de-energized. However, it comes 
to a point where we have to disconnect the 
lines for the safety of the public.

 The continual storms also wash out 
trees and poles along river banks.  Our 
maintenance supervisor, Steve Fanning, 
looked at a tree that is normally off the river 
bank 30 feet, but the river bank eroded all the 
way to the tree.   The tree is too far to reach 
from the road and there is no way to get to 
it because of the flooding. You just hope the 
tree stays upright until you can make it safe 
at a later time. It is just up to chance. If it 
does go down, you fix the damage and get 
the members back in service.
 The Cooperative has an aggressive 
right-of-way program that pays big dividends 
during these storms. We were fortunate not 
to have excessive damage to our facilities 
due to these efforts – hats off to our tree 
trimming crew, the tree contractors, and 
spray contractors. Thanks to the members 
for allowing us to remove trouble trees and 
allowing us to cut the necessary right-of-way.
 The pole inspection program is also 
working very well. The Cooperative inspects 
all poles on a ten year rotation. This requires 
us to inspect approximately 4,500 poles per 

year. A specialized contractor performs the 
pole inspection for the Cooperative. During 
the stormy weather and high winds, very few 
poles were broken off.
 The employees do a great job keeping 
the members in service. As the general 
manager, one thing I do not have to worry 
about is the efforts of our employees when 
members are without service. They take great 
pride in their restoration efforts no matter the 
time or the weather conditions.  If you are 
some of the members still out of service due 
to the floods or are members that experienced 
a power outage, we appreciate your patience 
and rest assured a Cooperative employee is 
on their way.

Storms & Floods

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
George Schneider ................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

Find your account #
One	account	#	is	hidden	in	this	issue.	
If	it's	yours,	call	us	and	you'll	receive	a

*	Credit	must	be	claimed	by	July	31,	2013.



Notification:  Assignment of 2012 Margins
 Assignments of 2012 margins to members doing business with Adams 
Electric Cooperative have been calculated.  A total of $441,847 of margins has 
been allocated as capital credits for the year 2012.  The Cooperative has cal-
culated each member’s share of the margins and credited that amount to your 
capital credit account.
 Allocation notices will be sent to each member who received service dur-
ing 2012.  These notices will inform you of your share of the capital credits.  
This amount is only an accounting credit.  It cannot be claimed at the present 
time nor can it be applied against your current electric bill.
 The board of directors reviews the financial condition of the Cooperative 
before determining when and how much capital credits can be returned to the 
members.  The Cooperative has paid capital credits through 1983, so it will be 
some time before we will pay 2012 capital credits.
 Please remember, you must be a member and have service in your name to 
have capital credits assigned.  If you are receiving electric service in someone 
else’s membership or the service is in the name of a deceased person, you will 
not receive capital credits.  The capital credit check will always be issued in 
the name of the person on the membership or the estate of a deceased member.
 If you ever move off Cooperative lines, please provide us with your new 
address so we can send your future capital credit checks to your new address. 
Please contact Steve Jennings, Manager of Finance, if you have any questions.  
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Advisory Committee 
Met May 7
Adams Electric Cooperative’s Advisory 
Committee met on May 7. The topic 
was aggregation. Advisory Members 
were given the opportunity to ask ques-
tions about aggregation. Manager Jim 
Thompson discussed the pros and cons 
of buying power from alternate electric 

suppliers. Alternate suppliers can of-
fer low prices when market prices are 
low; however, there is no guarantee 
for stable rates when market prices 
rise. Thompson provided details of the 
Cooperative’s long range plan. The 
Cooperative has prepared for mem-
bers’ future investing in diversified 
generation sources to secure reliable 
rates well into the future for the ben-
efit of Cooperative members.

 It’s July 20, 1938. Adams Electric 
Board Members are meeting once again. 
This time, Max Weinberg (Attorney), Wil-
liam Walkington (Project Superintendent) 
and George Simpson (Project Engineer) 
have joined the meeting. 
 Mr. Lewis and J. Walter Marquardt, 
Rural Service Engineer, both from Wash-
ington, D.C. are present and gave the board 
a great deal of information in regard to 
completion of their rural electrification 
project.
 The Board decides to send each mem-
ber a letter of interest in regard to the line 
past his home. (123820-002)
 Join us next month when we visit Au-
gust 1938.

Our story continues. . .

YearsYears

One winner was drawn from all 
completed crossword puzzles 
received from our May 2013 
issue.Congratulations to

Mark Neisen
the winner of a $25 electric bill 
credit. Answers to our Crossword 
Puzzle are above.
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24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.
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Pay Online
1. Click on My Account.

2. Select a user name and password. 
3. Using a copy of your electric bill enter 
your base account number and name. 
(Your base account number does not in-
clude the hyphen or the three digits at end 
of your account number.) Enter your name 
exactly as it appears on the bill. 
4. Type your phone number. You may 
enter any phone number we have on file. 
5. Click Pay Your Bill to see your account 
balance and pay by Discover, MasterCard, 
Visa, or eCheck. (eCheck is a withdrawal 
from your checking account. If selecting 
eCheck, please allow 3-5 business days for 
processing.)

If you have any problems, questions, or 
find that we do not have your current 
phone number on file, give us a call. We 
would be happy to provide assistance and 
help set up your account. You can also 
click on “Having Trouble Setting Up 
Your Account” from the main page for 
more assistance. 

Once you’ve set up your account, you can: 
•  View Current billing
•  View Billing history (average daily 
 usage and daily charges)
•  Eliminate a paper bill

Visit adamselectric.coop
Grab	your	crayons,	
colored	pencils	and	
markers.	It’s	time	to.	.	.

Get	creative!	Show	us	what	your	dream	house	would	look	like.	
We’ll	showcase	four	winners	in	the	2014	New	Home	Issue.	

Rules:	Contest	is	open	to	ages	5-14.	Entries	can	be	drawn	any	
size	but	must	be	in	color.	On	a	separate	sheet	of	paper,	please	
tell	us	about	your	dream	house.	Parents,	feel	free	to	help	the	
little	ones	write	their	descriptions.	Please	include	child’s	name,	
parent/guardian’s	name	(Adams	Electric	member),	address,	and	
a	contact	phone	number.	

Winners	will	receive	a	goodie	bag	of	surprises.	Entries	must	be	
received	no	later	than	Monday,	September 30, 2013.

Entries	can	be	mailed	to:	Attn:	Laura,	Adams	Electric	Coopera-
tive,	P.O.	Box	247,	Camp	Point,	IL		62320

Heads Up

Look out for overhead power lines when 
moving and using pool cleaning equipment.
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Town Square
1st place: Quincy 
2nd place: Rushville
3rd place: (tie) Pittfield & Macomb

Photographer
1st place: Churchill Studios (Quincy)
2nd place: (tie) Coonrod and Maxwell & Bellis (Quincy)
3rd place: (4-way tie) Sander’s, Snapshot and Shelly 
Kraemer (Quincy), and Callie Page Photography (Payson)

Place to 
Take The Kids
1st place: 
Scotties Fun Spot (Quincy)
2nd place: 
Going Bonkers (Quincy)
3rd place: (3-way tie) 
Adams County Fair, 
Moorman/Wavering Park, 
Siloam Springs State Park

Dining 
Worth The 
Drive (right)
1st place: 
Mike’s Place (Liberty)
2nd place: 
Hotel Nauvoo (Nauvoo)
3rd place: (4-way tie) 
Evandy’s Boatel (Naples), 
Patio Restaurant, The Pier, 
and Maine Course 
(Quincy)

Home/
Country 
Cooking
1st place: 
Mike’s Place (Liberty)
2nd place: 
Deb & Di’s (Rushville)
3rd place: 
Paloma Diner (Paloma)

Barbecue (below)
1st place: Riverside 
Smokehouse (Quincy)
2nd place: Fatback’s Smokin’ 
Racks (Quincy)
3rd place: (tie) K of C 
Barbecue (Quincy event) and 
Texas Roadhouse (Quincy)

Adams Electric Cooperative 
Members voted and the results are in:
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Festival/Event
1st place: Dogwood Festival (Quincy)
2nd place: Barry Apple Festival
3rd place: (3-way tie) Pike County Color 
Drive (Pike County), Adams County Fair 
(Mendon), Camp Point 4th of July Celebra-
tion (Bailey Park, Camp Point)

Customer 
Service
1st place: 
Adams Electric 
Cooperative (Thank you!)
2nd place: Broadway HyVee 
(Quincy)
3rd place: Kohl’s (Quincy)

Flea Market
1st place: Argyle Antique Gas 
Engine Show (Labor Day Weekend - 
Argyle Lake State Park, Colchester)
2nd place: Adams County Olde Tyme 
Association (Adams Co. Fairgrounds, 
Mendon)
3rd place: (tie) Pike County Color Drive 
(Pike County) and Monster Garage Sale 
(Oakley Lindsay Center, Quincy)

Bakery
1st place: Underbrinks (Quincy)
2nd place: Broadway HyVee (Quincy)
3rd place: Roger’s Bakery (Rushville)

Breakfast
1st place: Coach 
House (Quincy)
2nd place: Village Inn 
(Quincy)
3rd place: Thyme Square 
Cafe (Quincy)

Most Beautiful Place
1st place: Quincy Riverfront
2nd place: Villa Katherine (Quincy)
3rd place: (tie) Fall Creek and
Quincy’s Maine Street

Farmer’s Market
1st place: Washington Park (Quincy)
2nd place: Quincy Mall Parking Lot
3rd place: Rushville Square

Movie/Live Theatre
1st place: 
Quincy Community Theater
2nd place: 
AMC Showplace 6 (Quincy)
3rd place: 
Clark 54 Drive-In (Summer Hill)

Bookstore
1st place: Mustard Seed (Quincy)
2nd place: Quincy Books
3rd place: The Book Stop (Quincy)
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Historic 
Site
1st place: 
Lincoln 
Douglas 
Memorial 
(Washington 
Park, Quincy)
2nd place: 
Nauvoo
3rd place: (tie) 
Prairie Mills 
Windmill 
(Golden) and 
John Wood 
Mansion 
(Quincy)

Pizza
1st place: (tie) Gem City Pizzeria and 
Tower of Pizza (Quincy)
2nd place: (tie) Pizza Unlimited (Rushville) 
and Pizza Hut (Quincy)
3rd place: (tie) Pop’s Pizza and Firehouse Pizza (Quincy)

Ice Cream
1st place: Deter’s Frozen 
Custard, the “Mill Creek 
Turtle” (pictured) was 
recommended (Quincy)
2nd place: (3-way tie) 
Dairy Queen (Quincy 
& Rushville), Dairy 
Barn (Bowen), and 
Tastee Treat 
(Mt. Sterling)
3rd place: 
TCBY (Quincy)

Winery
1st place: Spirit Knob (Ursa)
2nd place: Village Vineyard & Winery (Camp Point)
3rd place: Ridge View Winery (Mt. Sterling)

Arts & Crafts Show
1st place: Quincy Service League’s Holiday Gift 
Show & Sale (Quincy Senior High)
2nd place: Country Treasures Holiday Craft Show (Oakley 
Lindsay Center, Quincy)
3rd place: Pike County Color Drive (Pike County)

Campground
1st place: Siloam Springs State Park (Clayton)
2nd place: Whispering Oaks (Mendon)
3rd place: Pine Lakes Jellystone Park (Pittsfield)

Park
1st place: (tie) Siloam Springs 
State Park (Clayton) and 
South Park (Quincy)
2nd place: Moorman/Wavering (Quincy)
3rd place: Scripps Park (Rushville)

Steak
1st place: Texas Roadhouse (Quincy)
2nd place: Patio Restaurant (Quincy)
3rd place: (tie) The Pier and Kelly’s (Quincy)

Coffee
1st place: Starbucks (Quincy)
2nd place: McDonald’s
3rd place: (3-way tie) Park Bench, 
Bailey’s (Quincy), and Casey’s
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Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County works as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative members statewide. To ask energy 
efficiency-related questions, call Doug at 1-501-653-7931. More energy-efficiency tips, as well as Doug’s 
columns, can also be found at www.ecark.org. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine

As I’m writing the June column, the 
weathermen just reported that we set not 
one, but two record low temperatures for 
May. Many of you were still running the heat 
pumps and furnaces well into the month of 
May. It appears we may have one of those 
years where we transition from the heating 
season to cooling season overnight. 
 So, by the time you receive this issue, 
the summer season will officially be near. 
And with its arrival, heat does an about-
face and will move into our homes that we 
are trying to cool. This movement of energy 
during summer months is called heat gain. 
Plus, as the outside temperature rises, so 
does the amount of energy required to cool 
your house, which, as you know, equates to 
a higher utility bill. 
 Recently, I have received some calls 
from folks who are planning to build new 
houses or remodel their existing homes 
while interest rates are still near record lows. 
If you are considering building a new home 
or remodeling please contact me first and 
get a copy of “The Building Guidelines for 
Energy Efficiency” at www.smartenergytips.
org. Do so before you start construction. 

 The reason I’m putting an emphasis on 
before is because most energy efficiency 
components and measures must be installed 
during the early construction stages. Most 
generally, I can assist with every energy 
efficiency component if you contact me 
before you begin construction. 
 It’s disappointing when I get a call from 
my readers only to learn your construction 
project is under way and energy inefficient 
methods have been implemented. Oftentimes 
it’s too late to make any changes unless you 
desire to invest in an expensive job change 
order.
 Let me give you a recent example: I 
received a call from a man who is building a 
new house. He told me that he was employed 
as a welder and wanted his house built from 
steel and insulated with open-cell spray 
foam. His home was 1,600 square feet and 
on a slab. 
 Hearing these preliminary details was 
music to my ears. Then I asked him, “What 
can I do for you?” He answered that a friend 
told him that he might have a moisture 
problem. I told him that we had been involved 
with several steel-framed house projects that 

included foam insulation. None had 
any moisture problems. 
 That’s when he told me that the 
house was almost completed and that 
he had already installed 9 inches of 
foam in the exterior walls, 3-inch batts 
at the roofline and 11 inches of foam in 
the wood-framed ceiling joists. 
 I also learned that the ductwork for 
the heating and cooling system was 
installed and a four-ton heating and 
cooling unit was on order. The music 

in my ears faded to the pit in my stomach. 
 I am very proud of this homeowner. 
He had great intentions of building a 
super-efficient building envelope for his 
new home. However, there was far more 
insulation installed than required for our 
climate zone. Plus the heating and cooling 
system was incorrectly sized (oversized) 
for the extremely efficient dwelling. Both 
conditions equated to unnecessary additional 
construction costs and, most likely, will 
attribute to comfort and moisture issues. 
     As the homeowner and I were 
discussing the situation, I calculated the 
heating and cooling load to be about 1.5 
tons. While I commended the homeowner 
for being so energy conscious, the current 
situation left him without very many 
solutions. The obvious solution was to install 
a properly sized heating and cooling system 
or deal with uncomfortable consequences of 
an oversized unit. 
 As our call ended, the homeowner 
understood the nature of an oversized unit 
and chose to install the proper equipment. 
This unfortunate situation could have been 
avoided if the homeowner would have 
called the energy advisor at his local electric 
cooperative or me, before construction 
began.
 Folks, if you are planning to build a 
new house, I have two recommendations 
for you. Call me at my office at 501-653-
7931 for help, or get a copy of the “Building 
Guidelines for Energy Efficiency” booklet 
available at www.smartenergytips.org. 
 The earlier you do this, the more we 
can help you.

Building or remodeling? We can help.
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye,

the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”
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Marian’s Earthquake Cake
Submitted by Sally McCarl

1 German chocolate cake mix 
 (mix as directed)
2 cups coconut
1 cup chopped pecans (or more)
2 1/3 cups powdered sugar
1 (8 oz.) cream cheese
1 tsp. vanilla
1 stick oleo

Put coconut and nuts in bottom of 9x13 pan. Mix 
cake and pour over coconut and nuts. Mix remain-
ing ingredients and put on top of cake mixture in 
globs. Bake 45-50 minutes at 350 degrees. Let cool, 
flip over when serving and enjoy!

Manhattan Meatballs
Submitted by Peggy Lickey

2 lbs. ground beef or pork
1 onion, chopped
2 cups bread crumbs

Sauce:
18 oz. jar peach preserves
18 oz. bottle barbecue sauce

Mix well. Shape into meatballs and brown in 
skillet. Place meatballs in casserole and cover with 
Bake 1 hour at 350 degrees. Apricot preserves may 
be used also. 

German Baked Beans
Submitted by Norma Jones

2 1/2 lbs. pork & beans (or 1-30 oz. & 1-11 oz. can)
1 lb. ground beef, browned & drained
1 cup applesauce
1/2 cup ketchup
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup onion, chopped
1 tsp. dry mustard

Mix and bake at 350 degrees for 1 1/2 hours in 
oven. Note: I use crock pot and cook most of the 
day.

Bacon Potato Salad
Submitted by Kim Lane

5 lbs. red potatoes, peeled, cubed, slightly 
 boiled, leave firm
1 lb. bacon, fried crisp & crumbled
1 dozen eggs, hard boiled & chopped
1 large sweet onion, diced
2 cups Miracle Whip
Salt & pepper to taste

Mix all ingredients. Chill overnight.

Tomato Soup
Submitted by Debra Walter

4 quarts tomatoes (cut in 1/2 or 
1/4s)
3 cups chopped onions 
2 cups chopped celery
2 cups chopped sweet red peppers
1 1/2 cup sliced carrots
2 tsp. salt

Cook tomatoes until soft; press 
through sieve or food mill. Com-
bine onions, celery, peppers 
and carrots. Add enough water 
to cover. Cook until soft. Press 
through sieve or food mill. Add to 
tomatoes. Add salt. Cook slowly 
until thick, about 1 hour. Stir to 
prevent scorching. 

Pour soup into clean hot jars, leav-
ing 1 inch head space. Adjust lids. 
Process at 10 pounds pressure: 20 
minutes for pints; 30 minutes for 
quarts.

Earthquake Cake

Cooking Tips
•  When boiling corn, add 
sugar to the water instead 
of salt. Salt will toughen 
the corn.

•  A few drops of lemon 
juice in the water will 
whiten boiled potatoes.

•  To keep cauliflower 
white while cooking, add a 
little milk to the water.

•  To cook “below the 
ground” vegetables such as 
potatoes, carrots, turnips, 
place in cold water and 
bring to a boil. Add “above 
the ground” vegetables 
such as corn, peas, beans 
to water already boiling.
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Long-term power supply and price sta-
bility requires sensible planning
 The word “prudent” sounds a bit 
old fashioned and stodgy. It’s defined as 
being wise in the handling of practical 
matters, or as exercising good judgment 
or common sense.
 The phrase “prudent utility prac-
tice” is a term of art in our industry. It 
generally refers to the actions a utility is 
expected to make, as a matter of course, 
to ensure the supply and delivery system 
works as it should, and the utility’s cus-
tomers routinely and reliably receive the 
benefits of the service they pay for.
 Not that long ago, the exercise of 
prudent utility practice extended to both 
the supply and delivery sides of the 
electric utility equation. Then, a wave of 
restructuring washed across the nation’s 
electric systems. This was primarily a 
1990s phenomenon and was an exten-
sion of the deregulation of banks and 
airlines and telephone service. The 
theory, which works sometimes and 
sometimes doesn’t, is that markets al-
most always know best.
 And so Illinois, along with 22 other 
states, took much of the regulation 
of the states’ investor-owned electric 
utilities out of the hands of their public 
service commissions. While the wires 
services (that is, the actual delivery of 
electricity to customers) remained under 
commission oversight, the power supply 
piece of the equation was converted into 
a market where, theoretically, individu-
als could shop for their electric supply 
much as they shop for any other com-
modity.
 For the first decade of this new 
structure not much happened that affect-
ed the vast majority of residential and 
small commercial customers. Except, of 
course, for the huge cost spike custom-
ers saw when decade-long caps the 
legislature placed on their costs came 
off. Those higher costs were the result of 

The importance of being prudent
Long-term power supply and price stability requires sensible planning

by Kevin Gaden

Commentary

Kevin Gaden is the Presi-
dent and CEO of the Illi-
nois Municipal Association 
and oversees the opera-
tions of the Illinois Public 
Energy Agency (IPEA) 
and the Illinois Munici-
pal Utilities Association 
(IMUA). He has been in 
the electric utility business 
since 1987.

the prevailing market price, which had 
risen significantly in the years since the 
imposition of the cost caps. This result-
ed in the creation of the Illinois Power 
Agency, which negotiates the fall-back 
rates customers pay when they do not 
choose an alternative supplier.
 And now, after more than a decade, 
a combination of reduced demand and 
greater supply (a result of the worst 
recession since the Great Depression) 
and new quantities of domestic natural 
gas have pushed market prices down. 
They are at a point where residential and 
small commercial customers are seeing 
some savings compared to the bundled 
prices offered by the investor-owned 
utilities.
 At least for now.
 Meanwhile, those of us on the not-
for-profit (cooperative and municipal) 
side of the electric utility industry have 
continued to exercise a level of plan-
ning and control over both the delivery 
services and supply side of the equa-
tion. Most of the municipal systems in 
Illinois, and many of the distribution 
cooperatives (through their generation 
and transmission cooperative suppliers), 
have made significant investments in 
new state-of-the-art generation facilities 
that will serve our customers well for 
years to come.
 Investments of that 
kind are not cheap. As my 
friends at the American 
Public Power Association 
like to say, no one builds a 
power plant on spec.
 This has created a tem-
porary period where alter-
native suppliers may have 
some cost advantage. But 
temporary is the key word. 
Even now we are see-
ing aggregated prices for 
alternative suppliers mov-

ing up. Those customers, the cities and 
townships and counties that entered into 
short-term contracts a few months back, 
will be forced to return to the market in 
which they may well find significantly 
higher costs. That today’s deals are 
predominantly short in term reflects the 
uncertainty of the markets. That uncer-
tainty is justified, given that new envi-
ronmental regulations will close existing 
power plants in this and adjoining states 
and as the price of natural gas inevitably 
moves up from what are historic lows.
 I don’t know the date when the 
tables will turn. I cannot tell you that we 
will be proven correct tomorrow, or six 
months from tomorrow. But I can tell 
you with a certainty that is born of my 
long experience in the industry, we will 
be proven right.
 At some point those of us who have 
done the prudent thing and acquired a 
part of our members’ resources at known 
costs for the long term will reap benefits 
for ourselves and our customers. And 
at that time, when our customers are 
insulated from the volatility and harsh 
potentials of the markets, you will have 
the satisfaction of knowing the cus-
tomer-owned electric cooperatives and 
municipal utilities did the right thing.
 Not the easy thing, but the right and 
prudent thing.
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Kids’ Day
July 14 (1-5pm), Adams Co. 
Fairgrounds, Hwy. 336 south of 
Mendon. Petting zoo, games, kettle 
korn, rope making. (217) 430-2976

St. Joseph 
Ice Cream Social
July 14 (4-10pm), St. Joseph 
Church, 1435 E. 1500th St. 
(intersection of Columbus Rd. & 
Ellington Rd.). Homemade ice 
cream, toppings, sandwiches, 
games, fellowship & fun for all. 
Carryouts & ice cream by the gallon 
available. (217) 434-8442

Mt. Sterling Ecumenical 
Vacation Bible School
July 15-19 (6-6:30pm meal, 6:30-
8pm Bible School), First Christian 
Church, 117 W. Washington St. 
Music, games, crafts, lessons, 
fellowship and fun. Free meal 
provided. Sponsored by First 
Baptist, First Christian, Holy Family 
Catholic, Presbyterian and United 
Methodist Churches. (217) 773-3247

152nd Anniversary 
Ice Cream Social
July 18 (4-7pm), St. Peter’s of Lost 
Prairie Church, 5 mi. from 104 east 
on Kellerville blacktop. Famous 
homemade ice cream, desserts, 
maidrites & more. Freewill offering. 
(217) 316-9022 

St. Jude 
Kids Running for Kids
July 20 (8:30-9:30am), South 
Park, Quincy. Family 1-mile run/
walk around the park. More info at 
quincystjuderun.org

St. Anthony Church Picnic
July 20 (5pm-Midnight), St. Anthony 
Church, 2223 St. Anthony Rd., 
Quincy. Food, drinks, air-conditioned 
bingo, kiddie land, raffles, silent 
auction, and live music.

Christmas in July
July 20 (6-11pm), Meredosia City 
Park. Good ‘ol country music. Bring 
a toy or food item for local pantries. 
Santa will be present.

Homemade 
Ice Cream Social
July 21 (Serving starts at 4pm) St. 
Peter Lutheran Church, Coatsburg. 
Homemade ice cream. Free-will 
offering. Serving outdoors with 
additional seating in Fellowship Hall.

Summer Concert Series
July 21 (6pm), First Christian Church, 
117 W. Washington, Mt. Sterling. 
Danny Funderburk and Anticipation 
performs. (217) 773-3247

Adams County Fair
July 24-30, Adams Co. Fairgrounds, 
Mendon. Pageants, Country 
showdown, Joe Nichols performs, 
bull riding, tractor pull, demo derby, 
and more. (217) 936-2230

Have Book Will Travel 
Summer Reading 
Ending Party
July 25 (6-8pm), Upper Moorman 
Park. Raised On Radio will perform. 
Bring a lawn chair. 

Brown County Fair
July 29-Aug. 3, Brown Co. 
Fairgrounds, Mt. Sterling. Pageants, 
horse races, tractor pull, demo derby, 
food, carnival rides, livestock, and 
more. (217) 894-6269

Elizabeth Newcomb-
Stillwell’s Classes 
for Young Ladies
July 8-12, 15-19, 22-26, July 
29-Aug. 2 (10am-12pm), Quincy 
Museum. Crafts, food & fun with 
American Girl Dolls. Cost per week: 
$40/members, $50/non-members. 
Call (217) 224-7669 to register.

9 to 5: The Musical
July 11-14, 18-21 (7:30pm Thurs.-
Sat., 2pm Sundays, Quincy 
Community Theatre. (217) 223-3209 
for tickets.

We are Cooking 
for a Picnic!
July 12 (9am), Quincy Steamboat, 
833 Vermont St. Healthy cooking 
classes for kids. $10/mini chef. 
Parent must attend with child.
Register at nufitforyou.com

Pleasant Grove United 
Methodist Church Annual 

Ice Cream Social
July 13 (3:30-7:30pm), 
Pleasant Grove United 
Methodist Church, 1 

mi. south of the 
Quincy airport 
on the Plainville 
blacktop. Maidrites, 

hotdogs, strawberries, 
homemade ice cream, 

homemade pies 
and cakes. Air 
conditioned, 
handicapped 
accessible, free 
will offering, 
carryouts 

available. 
(217) 656-3617

Schuyler County Fair
July 2-7, Schuyler County 
Fairgrounds, Rushville. Florida 
Georgia Line performs. Pageants, 
tractor pull, fireworks, demo derby, 
motocross, mudsling and more.

Independence Day 
Park Band Concert
July 4 (7:30-8:30pm), Clat Adams 
Park, Quincy Riverfront. Bring your 
lawn chair or a blanket and get ready 
for a wonderful hour of music!
quincyparkband.com

4th of July Celebration
July 6, Mt. Sterling Lake. Firework 
display. Sponsored by Brown Co. Fire 
District and City of Mt. Sterling.

Sunday Dance
July 7, 14, 21, 28 (4-8:30pm), 
American Legion, 116 N. 8th St., 
Quincy. Food available. $5/person.

Calendar of Events
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When you save energy, it helps our entire co-op lower its costs. 

Find out what you can do at TogetherWeSave.com, 

and spread the word throughout your co-op.

SOMETIMES KEEPING UP WITH THE JONESES IS
ABOUT KEEPING YOUR ELECTRIC BILLS DOWN.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM


