
April 2008, Vol. 57, No. 4

Pages 8 & 9



2  •  Adams Outlet  •  April 2008

AEC’s Manager 
of Marketing/
Member Services 
Bill Stalder and 
Technician Larry 
Long visited 
Chaddock to teach 
students about 
safety around 
power lines. Bill 
and Larry received 
many thank yous.

Beware of  
Counterfeit 
Electrical Products
Take caution when purchasing electrical prod-
ucts. The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) warns that counterfeit electrical 
products could pose the risk of injury or death. 
Some items, including counterfeit circuit break-
ers, power strips, extension cords, batteries and 
holiday lights can cause fires, explosions, shocks 
and electrocutions.

Although counterfeit products can be difficult to 
spot, watch for warning signs to avoid hazards:

•  Check the label. Look for a certification 
mark from an independent testing organiza-
tion, such as Underwriters Laboratories (UL), 
and the manufacturer’s label. Trademarked 
logos that look different than usual may signal 
a counterfeit.

• If the price is “too good to be true,” it could 
be because the product is inferior and unsafe.

• Be careful when buying from unknown 
sources like street vendors, non-authorized 
dealers, online retailers or individuals. Use 
established stores who purchase their goods 
from genuine manufacturers.

• Sign up for CPSC e-mail alerts, so when a 
dangerous product is recalled, you’ll know 
about it right away. Visit www.cpsc.gov.

Counterfeit products are not tested for compliance 
to relevant safety standards. CPSC has recalled 
more than one million counterfeit electrical 
products in recent years, including circuit 
breakers that did not trip when overloaded; 
cell phone batteries without a safety device in 
the circuitry to prevent overcharging; and 
extension cords with mislabeled, undersized 
wiring that overheated.



 How often do you think 
about electrical lines hidden 
beneath the surface? Electrical 
lines can be anywhere at 
any depth. If you could see 
beneath the surface, you’d find 
a vast network of facilities 
including electric, gas, oil 
and petroleum, telephone 
lines, cable TV, water and 
sewer. They are everywhere 
and often unpredictable. 
 Every time you dig, you are 
required by Illinois law to call JULIE, 
the “Illinois One-Call System,” to 
locate and mark all underground 
facilities. JULIE, Inc. neither owns 
nor marks any underground facilities. 
JULIE acts as a message relay service. 
A representative from each member 
utility must mark the approximate 
location of their buried equipment 
with colored flags corresponding to 
the type of service provided. Electrical 
lines are marked with red flags, gas 
lines with yellow, etc. Dick Hendricks 
and Don Winget are responsible for 
locating lines for Adams Electric 
Cooperative. Our line personnel are 
also trained to locate. (Note: Adams 
Electric is required to mark primary 
and secondary wires up to the meter. 
Beyond the meter is the member’s 
responsibility.)
 JULIE stands for Joint Utility 
Locating Information for Excavators. 
Excavators applies to all homeowners 
and professional contractors. You 
might say, “But I’m only using a 
shovel. I’m not digging that deep.” 
Whether you’re using a shovel or a 
backhoe, it doesn’t matter. You could 
be planting a garden, planting trees, 
moving a mailbox, or installing a new 
swingset. Facilities can be located 
anywhere under the surface. All 
digging projects, regardless of depth, 
require a call to JULIE.
      Digging into an underground line 
could cause serious injuries or death. 
If someone neglects to call JULIE and 
digs into a line, he/she is responsible 
for the costs to make repairs. Building 
a permanent structure above ground, 
without calling JULIE, is also a major 
risk. If underground facilities run 
beneath your new building or under 

your new swimming pool, 
it’s your responsibility to 
pay for repairs.         
       Don’t take chances. 
The call to JULIE is free 
to both homeowners and 
professionals. The program is 
funded by member utilities. 
An operator is available 24-
hours/day, 7 days/week.
        The process is quite 
simple. The person placing 

the call to JULIE should be the same 
person who will be doing the digging. 
Excavators must place their own calls. 
Call JULIE at least 48 hours/
2 working days before you want to 
begin digging. (The project must begin 
within 14 calendar days from the call.) 
The operator will need the location of 
the digging site, a precise definition 
of the type of work planned, extent of 
work, planned start date and time, and 
contact information. It is a good idea 
to mark the proposed digging location 
with white paint, white flags and/or 
white stakes. Each locate request 
must be completed within two 
working days.
 Flags should not be removed until 
the project is completed. Only the 
person in charge of the project should 
remove the flags.
 Plan ahead. A simple call can 
prevent costly damages, serious 
injuries or death. Remember to call 
JULIE 48 hours/2 working days 
prior to beginning your next digging 
project. Call 811. For safety guidelines 
and other information about JULIE, 
visit www.illinois1call.com.
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Want to check the phantom loads in your home? 
Adams Electric Cooperative has two Kill A Watt™ electric usage monitors. 
Members of the Cooperative may borrow one of the monitors for up to 10 
days at no charge. Monitors are available on a first-come, first-serve basis.
To operate: Simply plug the unit into an outlet, then plug the appliance into 
the monitor to view how much power is consumed. Test appliances in use 
to find big energy users, then test appliances when turned off to locate 
phantom loads. 
Monitors must be picked up and returned to the Cooperative’s office at 
700 E. Wood St. in Camp Point. Please call first at (800) 232-4797 to make 
sure one is available. 
The Cooperative may order several Kill A Watt™ monitors for members 
to purchase if there is enough interest from members. If you would be 
interested in purchasing one of these monitors for about $30-40, please 
let us know.

      Sure, you turned off 
your television but did 
you know it is still using 
electricity in standby 
mode? Although it’s a 
small amount, it still takes 
energy to recognize your 
remote. In other words, 

your television is ready and waiting for you. Many items, like your 
television, use energy even when turned off. These quiet energy users 
are called phantom loads. 
 In most homes today, after everyone is tucked in bed, little lights 
are glowing all over the house. All of these lights and clocks are 
working against your electric bill. Even wall mounted chargers for cell 
phones, hand tools, shavers, electronic games, etc. are secretly taking 
pennies out of your wallet. 
 The average home has about 25 of these loads, accounting for 
about two to five percent of your electric bill. Surprising, isn’t it? So, 
what do we do about it? That’s up to you. 
 For starters, make sure you unplug wall mounted chargers when 
they are not in use. Consider using a power strip with an on/off switch 
that can be turned off when appliances are not being used. (Be sure you 
don’t overload your power strip!) When shopping for new electronic 
equipment, look for the “Energy Star” label (from the Environmental 
Protection Agency). An Energy Star qualified TV, for example, uses 
about 30 percent less energy than a standard television.

The Quiet 
Energy
Users
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 Beginning February18, 2009, the government is changing the way 
we watch television in America by converting all analog broadcasting 
to digital. This will have a dramatic impact on TV viewers who get 
their programming through over-the-air antennas or rabbit ears. 

Why is analog being eliminated?
The government is making the move to digital which will enable 
them to auction off the spectrum of channels currently used for 
analog television. That portion of the air waves will be sold to 
wireless providers and is expected to bring the government as much 
as $15 billion. A portion of the analog spectrum will be retained and 
dedicated for use by emergency responders. 

Will this affect my TV?
This will affect you if you are currently watching TV on an analog TV 
that is not connected to cable, satellite or other pay TV service.

How do I know if my TV is digital or analog?
Look closely at your TV and the owner’s manual. If you see the 
words: “integrated digital tuner,” “digital tuner built-in,” “digital 
receiver,” “digital tuner,” “DTV,” “ATSC” or “HDTV,” then you have 
a digital television. If your TV is labeled “analog” or “NTSC,” then 
it only contains an analog tuner which will require a digital-to-analog 
converter box for use with an antenna or rabbit ears. Now be careful. If 
your TV is labeled as “digital monitor” or “digital ready,” this does not 
mean it contains a digital tuner. If you are still unsure, visit the website 
of the manufacturer and look up the model number to determine if 
your TV has a digital tuner.

Your options...
If you use an antenna or rabbit ears, you will need to purchase a 
converter box or buy a new digital TV.  

Coupons for a low-cost converter box
There is a low-cost solution WITHOUT running out to buy a new 
digital TV. There are a number of electronic stores that sell special 
converter boxes for older TVs which will enable you to view digital 
programming over-the-air on your old analog TV set. The converter 
boxes are selling for around $50-70. But wait, there is some financial 
help available in the form of $40 government coupons! The National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration is accepting 
requests for up to two $40 coupons per household to be used toward 
the purchase of the converter boxes at any electronics store that stocks 
them. Coupons are available now through March 31, 2009. Coupons 
will expire 90 days after the date they are mailed. 

To request your free $40 coupons, call (888) 388-2009 
or visit www.dtv2009.gov. 

The Analog Signal Is Going Away.
What Are My Options?



6  •  Adams Outlet  •   April 2008

 The Adams Electric Board of Directors 
recently adopted a “net metering” policy 
designed to assist members who want to 
install wind or solar power systems. This 
policy will address residential systems of 10 
kW (kilowatts) or less. It helps encourage 
the use of renewable energy, while 
addressing safety and power quality.

What is net metering?
 Normally when you use electricity, 
the meter rolls forward, like your car’s 
odometer. But when a member’s wind 
generator or solar power system generates 
more electricity than the member’s home 

is currently using, electricity would flow 
back to the co-op’s lines. Under this “net 
metering” policy the meter rolls backwards 
and the “net” result is a lower bill. The 
member would still pay the net amount if 
more electricity is used than produced by 
the wind or solar system. Fixed monthly 
service charges, taxes and other normal fees 
would still be applied.
 Net metering is a simple and an 
easily administered way of compensating 
members with small wind or solar systems. 
It also helps encourage the use of renewable 
energy. For those that want to install larger 
systems above 10 kW, the co-op will pay 
the member its “avoided costs” for excess 
electricity generated by the larger system. 
The avoided cost equals the costs a utility 
would otherwise have to pay to generate 
electricity it purchased from another source. 
 In setting this policy, your board of 
directors enacted a fair and equitable policy 
that would: 1. encourage the use of clean, 

renewable energy; and 2. protect the 
interest of all co-op members.
 Net metering pays the member a retail 
price for what is essentially the wholesale 
power the member’s wind or solar system 
is delivering back to the co-op. While it 
is the intent of the policy to encourage 
member-owned renewable energy, the 
board did not want to unfairly subsidize 
large wind or solar installations by paying 
retail rates for wholesale power from these 
larger generators.
 Also, this policy only applies to 
member-owned renewable energy projects, 
and not to gas or diesel generators.

Interconnection issues
      Safety, reliability 
and power quality issues 
must be addressed if 
any type of generator 
is connected to the co-
op’s lines. Safety is the 
main concern. For the 
protection of linemen or 

contractors working on the lines during 
an outage, and for the protection of the 
member’s equipment, an automatic 
disconnect system must be installed. Power 
quality issues must be addressed so that 
the member’s generator does not cause 
problems for other members on the same 
line. The co-op’s interconnection policy 
and agreement addresses these issues.

Call us first
 Because there are many financial, 
engineering, safety and sometimes legal 
issues to consider, we would encourage 
you to contact the Cooperative if you have 
any questions about renewable energy or 
net metering. We have a free worksheet 
brochure that can help answer some of the 
financial questions you might have. And 
we can explain the interconnection and net 
metering issues in more detail.

Before investing in a 
wind turbine or connect-
ing it to the power grid, 
you should meet with the 
appropriate Cooperative 
representative to gain 
an understanding of the 
expectations for both 
the Cooperative and the 
member-consumer.

 After reviewing the costs/labor required of the Cooperative to install 
dual metering systems for controlled rates, it was determined that the cost of 
these installations needs to be adjusted. Therefore, effective April 1, 2008, 
all Controlled Air Conditioning installations will be $200.00. All Controlled 
Heating and Cooling installations will be billed at the flat rate of $450.00 
for both new construction and existing homes. The cost of the meter base in 
new construction is in addition to the $450.00.
 Members who initiate the installation prior to April 1, 2008 will be 
billed under the old rates even though the work may not yet be completed. 
Members who wish to go on a controlled rate who have not contacted the 
Cooperative prior to April 1 will be charged the new rate.

Notice:
CHC installation

(controlled heating & cooling) 
cost will increase 

April 1, 2008
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Everyone’s Saving Energy with Peters!

Small house, big house, city or country, everyone finds a smart
energy solution from Peters.  Get our free energy evaluation and
we’ll determine the best way to heat and cool your home as
efficiently as possible!

Geothermal? We’re the nation’s Number one WaterFurnace Dealer!
Our geothermal customers are thrilled with the energy dollars
they’re saving!

Peters is the #1 WaterFurnace
dealer in the nation!  

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 

1401 W. Washington St • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600

www.petersheatingandair.com
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 In the old days, when a farmer wanted to dig a well or 
a cattle pond, he found the nearest dowser, a fellow with a 
“gift” for finding water with a forked stick. The farmer and 
the dowser would set out on the farmer’s property and go 
dowsing or “water witching” as many refer to it. When the 
fellow’s stick would point toward the earth, they’d know 
where to start digging.
 Dowsing is the practice of detecting hidden or buried 
water without the use of a scientific device. The same tech-
nique is sometimes used to find metals or other objects. 
 Dowsing has even been used to detect pregnant cattle. 
Apparently, some dowser can detect water around the calf.
 Not everyone has the talent to dowse water, and those 
that do, all have their own techniques. Some say you must 
use a forked green peach tree branch and it only works in the 
spring. Some claim they can only dowse with two L-shaped 
copper rods that will cross when water is located. Yet, others 
say they can dowse anytime with just about anything.
 Ron Jansen, from Plainville, is one such talented fellow. 
He’s been dowsing since junior high. He said, “As far as I 
know, I’ve always been able to do it. My dad never could 
witch for water but Grandpa could.” Ron adds, “I can use 
just about anything. I’ve used twigs, coat hangers, brass rod, 
baling wire, pliers, it doesn’t matter. I can tell you where 

water is and which direction it flows but I can’t tell you how 
deep it is. I’ve heard the stick will bob. My stick doesn’t bob; 
it breaks off, wiggles or twists in my hand.”
 Some dowsers wear gloves to protect their hands. The 
forked twig not only points down but you can hear it twisting 
and cracking.  
 Ron has found water for wells, sewer lines, field tile, a 
buried fence row, and old telephone lines. “I can find a tele-
phone line but I can’t tell you if it’s in use or not.” He added, 
“I met a guy once from Arkansas who claimed he could witch 
for oil. I tried to get him to show me how but he wouldn’t do it.”
 Ron explained that once he went out on his pond when 
it was frozen and dowsed for water. “I can pick up a vein of 
water under my pond. Snow, running water in a creek, or a 
puddle doesn’t affect the stick. It has to come from a spring 
fed source.” said Ron. 
 “Once someone was driving me to a site east of Quincy 
looking for water for a subdivision. On the way, going 50 
miles an hour down the road, I held onto the stick just for fun. 
It broke off!” says Ron. 
 “There’s probably people who can do it but don’t know 
they can or don’t know how. I’ve heard every story in the 
book. I’ve had people tell me they didn’t believe it. I can put 
my hands on their arms while they hang on to the stick and 
they can feel the same thing I feel,” Ron explained.
  Strange as it may seem, Jerry Aden, from Quincy, has had 
similar experiences. Jerry said he started dowsing for water 
about 25 years ago. “I was watching Johnny Carson. He had 
a dowser on the show who used coat hangers. It sounded im-
possible but I wanted to try it. To my amazement  it worked! 
I was finding water veins all over the back yard. I couldn’t 
prove it though.” 
 Jerry wasn’t satisfied. He wanted to know if water was 
where he thought it was. He knew his well was 150 feet deep 
but didn’t want to dig down that far. After learning how to 
determine depth, Jerry found a water vein in his back yard 
that was 13 feet deep. A friend gave him a 12-inch auger with 
extensions and Jerry started digging.

Cover: Ron Jansen 
shows where a water 
vein runs under-
ground across his 
property. Ron used 
a dry branch which 
broke off during 
demonstration.
Right: Jerry Aden
demonstrates where 
water veins run 
below his basement. 
Here, he uses a 
dowsing rod made 
from plastic tube 
and a wire nut. 
Below left: Ron 
Jansen can use prac-
tically anything to 
dowse water. Here, 
he uses a bunch of 
rusty wire.
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 “I kept saying ‘Boy, this is crazy.’ I dug down five 
foot and it was dry as a bone. At eight foot, same thing. 
At ten foot, it was damp. At 13 foot, there was water in 
the hole! I couldn’t believe it, knowing how deep my 
well is,” said Jerry.
 Jerry’s wife, Janet, said, “He’d be out in the yard 
dowsing and I’d wonder what the neighbors were 
thinking. But, once they saw it work, it was different.” 
Soon after, Jerry found water for his neighbor.
 Since then, Jerry has found water for several wells. 
Jerry’s brother lived in Emerson, Missouri, near some 
Amish families. An Amish man was getting ready to 
build a farmhouse, a barn and a blacksmith shop but 
didn’t have any water. Jerry helped him out, “I found 
a vein of water 6 foot wide and 135 feet deep. Two to 
three weeks went by and I hadn’t heard anything. Final-
ly, my brother called. He said, ‘They hit water.’ I asked 
how far down. He said, ‘At 135 foot.’”
 Jerry said, “Everyone is wired differently.” He said 
that his dad could do it but his kids can’t. Jerry thinks 
it has something to do with an electrical charge in the 
water and the magnetism of our bodies. Ron comment-
ed, “Cleveland Clinic told me I’ve got such a magnetic 
field in my body; they’ve never experienced anything 
like it.” Dowsing has been around for years but it has 
never been scientifically proven. Whatever the explana-
tion, it is strange to see. (Editor’s note: I can’t dowse 
water on my own but Jerry assisted me and I could feel 
the dowsing rod pull down.)
 No matter what the dowser finds, whether under-
ground water or metal, and even if they’re always right, 
always remember to call JULIE (dial 811) before you 
actually dig. It’s required by law and could save your life. 
 Today, utilities and well drilling companies use 
special locating devices to find water, underground 
lines, etc. “We can use two different locating devices. 
One can act as a backup for the other. When 
someone plans to dig, there is no room for error,” 
says Steve Fanning, Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
maintenance supervisor.
 

Jerry Aden also uses 
L-shaped rods to dowse 
water. The rods cross as 
shown when Jerry passes 
over a water vein.
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Cooperative Members 
Help Local Communities

 This year, with the first grant cycle, Penny Power is 
bringing change to the Beverly Park District, the Schuyler 
County Food Basket and the Golden Good Shepherd 
Home. A grant for $275 will provide electrical upgrades 
for Beverly Park. The Schuyler County Food Basket will 
purchase supplemental food items for the needy, ill and 
infants in Schuyler County with a grant for $500 from 
Penny Power. The Golden Good Shepherd Home is in 
need of a new medical records cabinet and binders. Penny 
Power will provide $500 toward this project.
 Adams Electric Cooperative’s Penny Power program 
provides grants to worthy groups in or near Adams’ service 
territory. Participating members have their electric bills 
rounded up each month. Since the first grant in September 
2005, donations to date total nearly $80,000. Penny Power 
dollars have impacted communities across Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s service area. 
 The next deadline to apply for a Penny Power grant 
is April 7, 2008. For more information about the Penny 
Power Program, or to request a grant application, contact 
Bill Stalder, Manager of Marketing and Member Services 
at (217) 593-7701 or toll-free at (800) 232-4797.

Representatives from Golden Good Shepherd Home accept 
a Penny Power grant made possible by members of Adams 
Electric Cooperative. Pictured (l-r) are: Donna Hiland, MDS 
Coordinator; Mandy Stout, Director of Nursing; Jenny Roosa, 
Director of Rehabilitation; Amanda Marlow, Administrator; and 
Katie Wilson, Dietician. 

Students will have a chance to win a 
trip to Washington, D.C.

 This year, representatives from Adams Electric 
Cooperative and Adams Telephone Co-Operative visited 
local schools to promote the Youth to Washington 
program. The cooperatives received an overwhelming 
response from area students. 
 After reviewing all applications, judges from each 
cooperative selected the top 34 applications to represent 
the cooperatives at Illinois Electric and Telephone 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 9. Twenty students 
will represent Adams Electric Cooperative and fourteen 
students will represent Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
during a visit to the state capitol, the old capitol building 
and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Museum. 
 At the conclusion of Youth 
Day, the top ten applicants from 
each cooperative will be announced. 
Judges from the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives will 
interview the top ten applicants. 
Two winners will be selected for 
each cooperative for an 8-day 
all-expense paid trip to Washington, D.C. in June. One 
alternate will be named for each cooperative in case one 
of the winners is unable to attend.
 Representing Adams Electric Cooperative at the 
“Illinois Electric & Telephone Cooperative Youth Day” 
in Springfield will be Kelsey Knight, Austin Boylen and 
Brandi Lashbrook of Brown County High School; Rebecca 
Smith and Andrea Kestner of Central High School; Logan 
White and Kale Gastler of Southeastern High School; 
Lauren Bentzinger and Katharine Parker of Unity High 
School; Lindsay Smith, Sarah Sprague, Katie Whelan 
and Alyssa Smith of Payson Seymour High School; Alex 
Kasparie and Alexis Bergman of Quincy Notre Dame; 
Taylor Holtmeyer and Austin Rodenberg of Quincy Senior 
High School; and Emily Morrell, Kelsey Korsmeyer and 
Julie Canter of Rushville-Industry High School. (There 
were no applications received from Liberty High School or 
Quincy Area Christian School.)
 Students representing Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
will be Tessa Baker and Haley Sheppard from Brown 
County High School; Rachel Stahl, Amanda Schmidt, 
Dustin Tangerose, Emily Grotte, Matt Nall, Anthony 
Logsdon, Cheyenne Starman and Erica Mitchell from 
Central High School; Amanda Rosendale and Sam Steele 
from Southeastern High School; and Kelsey Hull and 
Brady Bollman from Unity High School. (There were no 
applications received from Griggsville/Perry High School 
or Warsaw High School.)
 Adams Electric Cooperative has been sending students 
to Washington, D.C. since 1959. Adams Telephone joined 
the program in 2004. Today, approximately 2,000 students 
from 42 cooperatives across the United States meet at our 
Nation’s capital each summer. 
 We look forward to announcing the 2008 Youth to 
Washington winners in the May Adams Outlet.

(Continued on page 11)
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Reprinted from 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s

Live Line News, June 1941

Good Old Electricity
I used to mope and grope my way
With a lantern on my arm.
Then I’d get mad and throw things
And wish I’d never seen a farm.
 And poor old ma, she’d work
 And toil with all her might.
 She’d wash the chimneys, clean the wicks,
 And still we had no light.
The kids came home from school
And studied late at night,
And what they learned couldn’t been much
By that dim kerosene light.
 The hens declared they wouldn’t lay.
 They stayed on roost most day and night.
 Can’t say as I blamed them much
 For they too wanted electric light.
One day the REA man came to me
And asked me what I thought was right.
I says, “sign me up by gee!”
And now we have electric light.
 Now ma isn’t weary, the kids are cheery
 And the future all looks bright.
 The hens all lay, and help to pay
 For the electric light!
     
    Mrs. Earl Denny

(Continued from page 10)
 If your son, daughter, or grandchild will be a 
sophomore or junior during the 2008-2009 school year, 
give us a call at (217) 593-7701. We’d be happy to add
him/her to our mailing list for the 2008 Youth to 
Washington contest.

AEC Represented 
at Recent Conferences

 Adams Electric Cooperative was represented at 
NRECA’s 66th Annual Meeting, TechAdvantage 2008 
Conference, the 2008 CEO Close-Up Conference, as well 
as Mid America Cooperative Council’s  Cooperative 
Governance and Finance Course.
 Adams Electric Cooperative General Manager Jim 
Thompson, Financial Assistant Kristi Ihrig, and Directors 
Ed Wagner and Bob Willis took part in the National Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association’s 66th Annual Meeting. 
The 2008 Annual Meeting sets the course for electric 
cooperatives for the year ahead as member cooperatives 
vote on resolutions during the business meeting. The 
NRECA Annual Meeting allows professionals to expand 
their abilities as a leader and learn more about today’s 
critical issues facing cooperatives.
 AEC Manager of Engineering and Operations Tim 
Brecht and Maintenance Supervisor Steve Fanning attended 
the 2008 TechAdvantage Conference. TechAdvantage 
helps co-op professionals discover new ways to reduce 
costs, improve reliability and enhance member services. 
AEC personnel had the opportunity to experience emerging 
technologies and practices that are changing the way 
cooperatives serve their members.
 Adams Electric Cooperative General Manager Jim 
Thompson attended the NRECA’s 2008 CEO Close-Up 
Conference. Cooperative CEOs/General Managers had the 
opportunity to get straight talk from industry experts and 
learn what other co-op CEOs/General Managers are doing 
to address today’s toughest business challenges including 
rising costs, the power supply crunch, and governance.
 AEC Directors Rick King, John Kestner and 
George Schneider attended the Mid America Cooperative 
Council’s Cooperative Governance and Finance Course. 
The course included governance, finance and principles of 
equity management. 
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Crushed Pineapple Cookies
Submitted by Norma Jones

1 cup shortening
2 eggs
1 cup crushed pineapple, drained
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. lemon juice
3 1/2 cups flour
1 1/2 cups sugar
Blend salt and lemon juice with 
shortening. Cream in sugar and 
beat in eggs one at a time. Add 
pineapple, then flour sifted with baking 
soda. Bake 12 minutes or until golden 
brown at 400 degrees. (Note: If using a 
20 oz. can of pineapple, double 
rest of recipe.)

Oatmeal Cookies
Submitted by Norma Jones

1/2 cup shortening
1/2 cup granulated sugar
1 Tbsp. water
3/4 cup sifted flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1 1/4 cups chocolate chips or nuts
1/2 cup brown sugar
1 egg, beaten
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1 1/2 cups quick oats, uncooked
Cream shortening and sugar thoroughly. 
Stir in beaten eggs, water and vanilla. 
Add sifted dry ingredients, rolled 
oats and chocolate chips. Drop from 
teaspoon on greased baking sheet. 
Bake in oven at 350 degrees for 
10-15 minutes.

Delicious Lemon Cookies
Submitted by Donna Voss

1 cup butter or oleo
2 cups sugar
3 eggs
1/2 tsp. vanilla
1 tsp. lemon extract
2 Tbsp. cream
1 tsp. baking soda
1 tsp. cream of tartar
1/2 tsp. salt
3 cups flour
Cream butter and sugar. Add yolks 
while saving egg whites. Add vanilla, 
lemon extract and cream. Beat together 
well. Add dry ingredients. Cool in 
refrigerator for 1 hour. Take spoonfuls, 
form into balls and dip in egg white and 
then into granulated sugar. Place on 
ungreased cookie sheet, flatten with a 
glass or fork. Bake 10-12 minutes at 
350 degrees.

No Bake Soda Cracker 
Cookies

Submitted by Hilda Roberts
2 cups sugar
1/3 cups milk
1 tsp. vanilla
6 Tbsp. peanut butter
1 cup nuts, chopped
1/4 lb. soda crackers, crushed
Combine sugar and milk. Boil 3 minutes 
exactly. Remove from heat. Add vanilla, 
peanut butter, nuts and soda crackers. 
Drop by teaspoon on waxed paper. 
Allow to cool.
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Tips for Great 
Cookies

 Butter and margarine  
 give cookies their 
flavor and crisp outside 
texture. When a recipe calls 
for solid shortening, it will 
usually produce a cookie 
with a crunchy texture. 
Using a low calorie butter 
can many times ruin the 
recipe by changing the 
consistency of the cookie.
 Take care not to 
 overmix or beat 
the dough too vigor-
ously after adding the 
flour or the cookies 
will be tough.
 Use shiny alu-
 minum pans for 
baking cookies. They 
brown evenly and 
lightly. Dark sheets 
tend to absorb the heat 
and will overbrown the 
bottoms of your cookies. 
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Thank you Lyle 
 for 40 Years of Service!
The Cooperative recognized Lyle Forsythe 
recently for his 40 years of service. Lyle joined 
the Cooperative on February 19, 1968, as an 
Apprentice Groundman. He became an Apprentice 
Tree Trimmer in 1969. Currently, Lyle holds the 
position of Forester. Please join the Cooperative in 
congratulating Lyle on his 40 years of service to the 
members of Adams Electric Cooperative.
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34th Annual 
High School Student Art 
Competition Opening
April 18, Quincy Art Center, 1515 
Jersey. Exhibit runs April 18 thru 
May 16. (217) 223-5900

Spring Bazaar
April 18 (9am-2pm), Sunset Home, 
418 Washington, Quincy. Baked 
goods, flea market, clothing, 
furniture & homemade coffee cake in 
coffee shop. Sponsored by Sunset 
Home Auxiliary. (217) 223-2636

Earth Day Celebration
April 18 (9am-6pm), John Wood 
Community College, 48th & 
Harrison. Raising environmental 
awareness with activities and 
education for children & adults. 
(217) 223-8380 or (217) 641-4940

Stephen A. Douglas 
Symposium
April 19, Quincy University North 
Campus. A retrospection of Stephen 
Douglas. (217) 223-1309 x212

Brahms, Beck & Buckner
April 19 (7:30pm), Morrison Theatre, 
14th & Maine, Quincy. (217) 222-
2856

YWCA Mini-Golfathon
April 19 (9am-1pm), Upper Moorman 
Park, North 36th St., Quincy. (217) 
221-9922

Working Women’s 
Celebration
April 23 (5-9pm), Oakley Lindsay 
Center, 3rd & York. Food, fun, 
games & door prizes in honor 
of Administrative Professionals 
Day. Admission free but advance 
registration required by April 23 
at 4:30pm. Call (217) 223-1000 
to register.

Pancake Sausage 
Breakfast 
& Silent Auction
April 26 (7-11am), Quincy 
Christian School, 2123 Longlett 
Drive, Quincy. Whole hog 
sausage, pancakes, coffee, juice 
& milk. Freewill donation. Silent 
auction ends at 10:30am. (217) 
223-5698

Bridge the Gap 
to Health Race
April 26 (9am-12pm). 5k run/walk 
& 10k run crosses the 3 bridges 
between Illinois and Missouri. 
Presented by Quincy Medical 
Group. (217) 222-6550 x6003.

Arts in the Park
April 27 (11am-5pm), Madison 
Park, 25th & Maine, Quincy. 
Crafts, food, art & performances 
for children. Sponsored by St. 
Peter’s School. (217) 223-3155

“Mister Lincoln” (Act I): 
A One-Man Show
April 30 (6-7:30pm), Quincy 
Public Library. To commemorate 
the 150th anniversary of the 
Lincoln/Douglas Debates. Free 
to the public but reservations 
required. (217) 223-1309

QND Band 
Spring Concert
April 10 (8pm), Quincy Notre Dame, 
1400 S. 11th. (217) 223-2479

Lipizzaner Stallions Show
April 10 & 11, Oakley Lindsay 
Center, 3rd & York. (217) 223-1000

8th Annual Eaglefest 
3-on-3 Basketball 
Tournament 
April 12 (Games begin at 8am), 
Liberty School. Each team will play 
3 games. Fully stocked concession 
stand including cinnamon rolls & 
fresh hot pizza. (217) 645-4303

Arthritis Foundation 
Telethon
April 13 (1-5pm), WGEM broadcast 
from Quincy Community Theatre. 
(217) 228-3208 

Pavel Hass Quartet
April 14 (7:30pm), St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, 701 Hampshire, 
Quincy. Quincy Music Civic 
Association. (217) 224-5499

April

Windmill Follies 
Dinner Theater
March 29, 30 & April 4, 5, 11 & 
12. Prairie Mills Windmill, Golden. 
“You Can’t Get There From Here” 
Reservations required. (217) 696-
2514 or (217) 696-4678

Card Party & Luncheon
March 30 (12:30pm), St. Joseph 
Church, Quincy. 

Cass/Schuyler 
Habitat for Humanity 
5th Annual Auction
April 5 (10am), Chester 
Enterprises, north of Beardstown 
bridge at junction of Rt. 67 & 
100. New & good used items & 
volunteers needed. To donate or 
become a volunteer, call (217) 
322-3583

Miss Quincy 
& Miss Gem City Pageants
April 5 & 6, Oakley Lindsay Center, 
3rd & York, Quincy. (217) 316-4376

New Faces Variety Show
April 9-12 (7:30pm), Quincy 
Senior High School, 33rd & Maine. 
Tickets: $8. (217) 224-3774

Calendar of Events

Free Electricity School
for ages 8-18
June 18, Bailey Park. Open 
to all students ages 8-18. No 
charge but students must 
pre-register. Sponsored by 
Adams Electric Cooperative, 
AmerenCIPS and University 
of Illinois Extension. Watch for 
details in the Adams Outlet or 
call (217) 593-7701 and we’ll 
add you to our mailing list.
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 Our load control members have been a great 
asset in helping Adams Electric Cooperative save 
money during the peak summer months. The 
program has been a win-win solution for both the 
members and the Cooperative.  The Cooperative 
has always tried to administer the program to 
meet the needs of the Cooperative and minimize 
the inconvenience to the members.
 In the past we have controlled only in the 
summer months of June, July, August, and 
September. When we started the program, this 
strategy was adequate and has served us well for 
several years. However, over the past year, the 
Cooperative has missed opportunities to save the 
members money due to only being able to control 
during the summer months. Times have changed 
and the energy market has become more volatile. 
We see this trend continuing due to the increased 
demand for energy throughout the world and the 
way the energy markets are developing.  In order 
to keep future rate increases as small as possible 
and operate the Cooperative as efficiently as 
possible, the need to control outside this summer 
window is vital.
 Starting May 1, 2008, the Cooperative will 
start controlling year round when the economics 
make sense to do so. This will only affect 
members on one of our load control programs. 
As always, we will try to minimize the impact 
on the members as best we can. As far as the air 
conditioners are concerned, the expanded time 
would only include May and October during 
abnormally hot weather. For example, last 
October hot weather combined with grain drying 
made the Cooperative’s system loads very high.  
The Cooperative could have saved significant 
dollars if we could have cycled air conditioners 
for a few hours during the peak pricing period. As 
far as water heaters, the Cooperative would have 
the ability to control them year round. However, 
we anticipate the hours of control to be shorter 
than what members have experienced during the 
summer months. With the ability of water heaters 
to store hot water, the impact on the members 

will be minimal, but the savings to the Cooperative 
and ultimately the members, will be significant. The 
Cooperative does not control electric heat. 
 These changes will help your Cooperative save 
money which saves you, the member-owners, money 
and will help minimize future rate increases. We will 
try to administer the program in the best interest of all 
of our members. Thank you for your understanding. We 
appreciate the opportunity to work together to better 
serve our members.

For Non-Load Control Members:
If you have electric heat, central air-conditioning, 
and/or an electric water heater, you may qualify 
for one of the Cooperative’s load control 
programs and enjoy our low incentive rates. 

For more information, call us at (800) 232-4794. 




