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What causes my lights to blink?

 Blinking lights are usually the 
result of a momentary outage. They 
are caused by a disturbance on the 
line such as wind, rain, snow, ice, 
a lightning strike, an automobile 
striking a pole, or an animal or tree 
branch coming in contact with an 
energized line. 
 Blinking lights are an indication 
that the Cooperative’s equipment is 
operating properly. The Cooperative’s 
distribution system includes devices 
called reclosures which keep the 
power from going off for more than 
just a moment. 
 Whenever there is a temporary 
fault on the line, the reclosure permits 
power to continue flowing. Reclosures 
will open and close three times to try 
to clear the line. If by the fourth time, 
the fault is still present, power to your 
home will be lost. Linemen then need  

Disconnecting 
Air-Conditioners

 AMR meters must have 
power to the meter; otherwise, 
the Cooperative’s system reads 
the meter as having a problem. 
Therefore, if you disconnect 
your air-conditioner in the 
winter, please use the switch 
outside that is mounted on 
the condensing unit. Do not 
turn off your air-conditioner at 
the breaker. Doing so requires 
the Co-op to send an employee 
to check the meter. 
 If you have questions, call 
the engineering dept. at (217) 
593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

  to be dispatched to clear or  
  repair the line. 

 We do so much appreciate your 
generous donation (Penny Power 
Grant of $1,000) to our Helmet, Radio 
Earpieces and Rescue Blanket Project. 
Special thanks to Adams Electric 
Cooperative for coming through for us 
again!
 When we complete this 
present project, Jo and I will have 
spearheaded raising over $100,000 in 
about three years for the Emergency 
Response Vehicle, the second K-9 Unit 
including the squad car as well as 
the dog and the training and now our 
present project.
 We are very excited about this! 
And very grateful to those who 
answered our request for financial 
support on our projects. 
 With heartfelt gratitude,
 Mary Jane & JoAnn Bauer
 QCPAAA

 Adams Electric Cooperative,
 Mt. Sterling and Brown County 
have begun to build a new Emergency 
Services Building that will house 

the Ambulance Service and the Mt. 
Sterling Fire Department. Because 
of funding cuts from the State of 
Illinois, the project has not gotten 
completed. Our fundraising campaign 
this year was very successful and your 
company’s help has moved us closer to 
its completion. Concrete will be placed 
soon and the heat installed so the Fire 
Department can move in just a couple 
of months.
 We want to thank you for your 
generous donation of $2,000 funded 
by the Penny Power program given to 
the Brown County Emergency Services 
Team. Your gift was announced at the 
November 3, 2007 Benefit Masquerade 
Ball held at the Ridge View Winery in 
Mt. Sterling, Illinois.
 Sincerely, 
 Susan Ingram
 BEST Group

 Thank you very much for getting 
my electricity back on in the ice storm. 
I don’t know which workers did the job 
so please relay this thank you to them 
and all the people at Adams Electric.
 Lenora Stivers

Five employees and the 
Cooperative’s attorney were 
honored for outstanding service 
to Adams Electric Cooperative. 
The Cooperative appreciates 
their dedication to the service 
of Cooperative Members. Charlie Rossiter

Design & Construction 
Supervisor
25 Years

Brian Anderson
Journeyman Lineman

15 Years

Steve Jennings
Manager of Finance

10 Years

Julia Barry
Billing Assistant

10 Years

Laura Dotson
Communications 

Coordinator
5 Years

Charles Burton
Attorney

25 Years



Do you still remember when 
you had to read your meter 
and calculate your own 
electric bill? Technology 
advancements continue to 
improve operations at your 
Cooperative. Since automatic 
meter reading allows the 
Cooperative to retrieve the 
readings and calculate the 
bills, we can also offer automatic 
payment options.  Following is a 
review of the available bill paying 
options:  

Automatic Bank Drafting 
Avoid late fees, no stamps to buy 
or checks to write! This new option 
allows members to have their bill 
payment automatically deducted from 
their checking/savings account on 
the due date. This is the lowest-cost 
processing option for your Cooperative. 
Payments are also automatically posted 
to the member’s account – eliminating 
manual data entry of payments.  
An authorization form along with 
a voided check is all that is needed 
to enroll. Of course, you also need 
to make sure that your checking 
account has available funds on the 
due date. An authorization form is 
available on the Cooperative’s website, 
www.adamselectric.coop or by 
contacting the office.    

On-line Banking  
A couple of hundred members are 
using their local bank or an on-line 
payment service to have their electric 
bill payment electronically transferred 
to the Cooperative’s bank account.  
Initially, these banks were mailing a 
paper check on behalf of the member. 
We have contacted these banks/services 
and provided them the Cooperative’s 
bank information so that the payments 

are transferred quicker 
electronically. We believe 
this will be an increasingly 
popular option that more 
banks will be offering in the 
near future. This is one reason 
the Cooperative has not spent 
money to add an on-line 
payment option to the Adams 
Electric website. 

Credit Cards  
The Cooperative began accepting credit 
card payments in 1998. Several hundred 
members pay their monthly electric bill 
with a credit card. Some members call in 
every month with their card information. 
Others have authorized the Cooperative 
to charge their credit card automatically 
every month. This guarantees that your 
payment will never be late.  
Adams Electric has joined with other 
electric cooperatives to offer a new Co-
op Power Plus Visa card.  This reward-
type credit card will earn 3 points per 
$1 spent at the Cooperative, plus 1 point 
per $1 on all other card purchases.  
Points can be redeemed for cash 
or merchandise. More information is 
available through a link on our website 
and on page 9 of the Outlet.

Check and Cash  
These payment options have been 
around since the Cooperative was 
organized in 1938 and are still the most 
common form of payment. If paying by 
cash, please bring your payment directly 
into the office – never mail cash or 
put it in the outside drop box. A lot of 
members still stop by the office every 
month to pay their bill and say hello to 
the employees at the front desk. When 
mailing your payment, allow time for it 
to reach the Cooperative by the due date 
to avoid late fees. Sometimes there are 
delays in the postal system.
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 Adams Electric Cooperative 
has been sending students to 
Washington, D.C. since 1959. 
Today, approximately 2,000 
students from 42 cooperatives 
across the United States gather at 
our Nation’s capital each summer.

This June, four area students 
(high school sophomores or 
juniors) will be traveling to 
Washington, D.C. for a week-
long all-expense paid tour of our 
Nation’s capital. Years ago, stu-
dents had to write an essay to win. 
Today, a simple short-answer ap-
plication is all it takes to get YOU in 
the running! (Find your application 
on page 15 of this issue or down-
load a copy from our website at 
www.adamselectric.coop.)

 Up to 34 participants will travel 
with Adams Electric Cooperative 
and Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
chaperones to Springfield in April 
for Youth Day. After an exciting 
day of sightseeing two winners 
will be selected to represent 
each cooperative.
 In June, Illinois winners will 
meet in Springfield and travel by 
air-conditioned chartered buses to 
Washington. There, your group 
will gather with young leaders 
from across the United States visit-
ing fascinating historical sites like 
George Washington’s home and 
grounds, Arlington National Ceme-
tery, National Cathedral, Gettysburg 
battlefields, U.S. Holocaust Memo-
rial Museum, Smithsonian Air and 
Space Museum, WWII Memorial, 
FDR Memorial and more! The tour 
is all expense paid including travel, 
lodging, meals and admission fees. 
 Some of our former winners 
have shared their experiences. 
Their stories follow.

 In 1967 I had an 
“A” going in American 
history class and the 
teacher said that I had 
to write the essay for 
Youth to Washington 
to get the A. I didn’t 
mind the writing but 
was sure I wouldn’t 
win anything, but I did! 
Artie Tenhouse and I 
went on that wonderful 
trip in 1967.
 The next year I kept pushing my sister, Ann, to write the essay. 
She, too, didn’t think she could win anything. I kept pushing and 
pushing until she wrote a “protest” against REA. (You had to be 
around in 1968 to appreciate the risk she took.) She actually protested 
the lights on when her friends brought her home at night! It was cute. 
She got to go to Washington the year after I did.
   – Ellen (Deters) Waters
            1967 Youth Tour

 I won the trip in 1968. This was the year after 
my sister had won. Needless to say, the pressure 
was on me after Ellen won and found out what a 
wonderful trip it was. After several less than exciting 
speeches, I got up and protested the founding of the 
REA. I thought my parents crawled under the table 
at that point. I guess I got everybody’s attention. I’ve 
enjoyed writing ever since. That trip was fantastic. 
I still remember shaking President Johnson’s hand 
on the South Lawn of the White House. We visited 
all the monuments. The Smithsonian was fascinating. I think we had 
our picture taken on the steps of the Capitol where they just took the 
body of Gerald Ford to lie in State. It’s great to see these things on TV 
and know you’ve been there. Arlington National Cemetery was awe 
inspiring. The statue of Iwo Jima, President Kennedy’s grave, and 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, were the most remarkable. I would 
encourage all students to try for this trip as I did my own daughter, 
Jenny. She did not win the trip but did win a $50 Savings Bond. By the 
way, I’m not really against the REA. (See Ann Deter’s essay on page 
6 in the “News from Yesteryear” article.) Mom and Dad have not 
forgotten that speech to this day! Thanks REA for a great trip!
    – Ann (Deters) Vogel
         1968 Youth Tour

Ellen Deters, 3rd from left, in 1967
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Recognize any of these girls? 
We’ve located two of them! 
These girls were the first winners of Adams Electric 
Cooperative’s Youth to Washington Contest in 1959! 
Since we printed this photo in February of 2007, we 
have located Betty and Beverly. Their stories follow. 
If you happen to know one of the other girls and have 
contact information, please call Laura at Adams Electric 
Cooperative. We’d love to hear from all of our former 
winners! Reach us at (800) 232-4797 or by email at 
ldotson@adams.net.

     When I was notified that I’d won, it was a 
thrill. The first opportunity I’d ever had to travel 
away from the Liberty area. My grandfather 
(Fred Lefringhouse) helped me get a couple 
pieces of luggage and new clothes so I could go. 
Times were rough (though we didn’t realize it) 
and my parents didn’t have the money to send me.
      I have no idea how many or how few entered 
the contest. I was notified, at school, that my 
essay was one of four winners from the county. It 
was my Junior year English class.
      It was a long bus ride to Washington, D.C. 
We stayed at the White House Motel in Fairfax, 

Virginia and went into DC and Mt. Vernon for the days of 
sightseeing and visiting different senators, the Secretary of Ag. 
Ezra Taft Benson in the big Agriculture Building and others.
 The whole trip was a wonderful experience. A first for 
leaving home, for being recognized for something I did, to 
meet other people, to see things I had only heard about and 
read about. This opportunity sponsored by Adams Electric 
Cooperative was an opportunity to open my eyes to the 
opportunities outside our “little world of Liberty”. It made me 
more determined to learn, to go, to experience places and things 
to enrich my life.
 I graduated from Liberty High in 1960 and entered college 
in Springfield that fall. Because my dad had made me stay in 
band through high school, I was able to compete and earn a 
place in the concert band –– playing French horn –– all four 
years at college. We gave concerts and toured through 27 states 
then did a concert tour of 12 European countries.
 I truly believe all of these opportunities afforded me 
originated from my experience provided by the Adams Electric 
Cooperative that year in 1959. I have always been thankful for 
the wonderful experience made possible by all of the members 
of the co-op. My parents were always supportive and urged me 
to strive to be all that I could be too.
 In my thirty-eight years of teaching public school, I tried 
to encourage children to work for excellence, to believe in 
themselves, to take advantage of opportunities that came 
their way. Reach for the unreachable and just see what you 
could do.
 Thank you for the opportunity to revisit “yesterday”.
    – Betty (Lefringhouse) Sitler
         1959 Youth Tour

    I remember meeting Senator 
Dirkson. My grandfather had been 
involved in Republican politics 
in Fayette County. I told him my 
grandmother sent her greetings (my 
grandfather, Curt Buzzard, had died a 
year or two earlier). Of course, being 
a politician that he was, he said he 
remembered my grandfather. He gave 
me a hug and said to give it to my 
grandmother...it made an impression 
on me. My grandmother was pleased 
to hear that Dirkson remembered 
Curt Buzzard.

 Several months ago I came across my essay, 
and it struck me what an improvement in living 
electricity brought to the average farmer. My father 
grew up without it, so he helped me compare and 
contrast the difference in my essay. Before electrical 
cooperatives, the farmer’s lifestyle was very similar 
to the way the Amish live today – private utility 
companies really didn’t want to risk the investment 
of stringing line between houses that could be miles 
apart with little hope of a decent return on that 
investment. “City folk” had electricity long before 
the farmers, and it wasn’t until cooperatives came 
into being that farm families were hooked up. I doubt 
that any of your customers would want to return to 
those “good old days”...
 Recently, I have hiked the hill in Washington, 
D.C. to lobby for the National Endowment for the 
Arts. That experience opened my eyes to the number 
of organizations wanting to inform the legislators 
about their particular issues. Having young people 
drop by without a particular agenda is a great way 
to give the congressman/senator “face time” with 
tomorrow’s voters while reenforcing the point that 
there are a group of people back home who are very 
interested in rural issues.
    – Beverly (Buzzard) Friese
         1959 Youth Tour

l-r: Betty Lefringhouse (Liberty), Arlene Phillips (Quincy), 
Marilyn Herrington (Quincy) and Beverly Buzzard (Payson)
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Reprinted from 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s
Adams Outlet, June 1968

The Role of the 
Electric Cooperative 
and My Generation
1968 Youth to Washington 
Award Winning Essay 
by Ann Deters, Quincy

 We, the Teenagers of this 
United States of America, do 
hereby PROTEST the founding 
of the Rural Electric Coopera-
tives. We fully realize and appre-
ciate the advantages of electricity 
on the farm and in the home. We 
are grateful for the electricity 
supplied to play the latest records 
on the stereo and pop popcorn in 
electric cornpoppers. We are also 
thankful for the electric ovens in 
which we bake our pizzas, and 
refrigerators which cool our soda. 
Electric wiring in the basement 
pleases us, because it now pro-
vides us with adequate heat and 
lighting, making it possible for 
us to play pool and cards down-
stairs, while escaping the poorer 
shows on our color television 
upstairs. However, we, of the 
younger generation, wish to state 
our complaints, and if you will 
be kind enough to hear us out, we 
feel you will agree that our cause 
is a worthy one. We believe that 
the Rural Electric Cooperative is 
unconstitutional in that it hinders 
our freedom to do the things that 
we would like to do. We find it 
increasingly difficult to get out 
of work around the farm and 
farm home. Preparing for a date, 
once an all-day chore, is now a 
last minute affair. When a girl 
is about to dress for a date, she 
may find that the clothes she was 
planning to wear are no longer 
presentable. She can run them 
through the electric washer and 
dryer in no time at all, while she 

bathes in water which has been 
electrically heated. She quickly 
dries her hair and her fingernail 
polish with an electric hair dryer 
and brushes her teeth with an 
electric toothbrush. 
 This sounds like a conve-
nience, but, sad to say, mothers 
take full advantage of it. This 
leaves plenty of time to put some 
“wear and tear” on the electric 
iron. Since sewing machines 
became electric, all parents think 
that daughters should now make 
their own clothes instead of buy-
ing them. Is it not true, also, that 
mothers believe that daughters 
should do the dishes much more 
frequently, since washing dishes 
is not such a complicated af-
fair anymore? Instead of pump-
ing water, we simply fill the 
dishwasher. If we have time to 
complete these chores, which no 
doubt we will, we have vacuum 
cleaners to contend with.
 Our complaint is that all the 
things that parents used to do be-
cause of their enormous complex-
ity, we have to do now because 
the Rural Electric Cooperatives 
have made it so “easy”.
 For boys, the Electric Co-
operative has again interfered. 
They can no longer use the same 
excuse for being late, since the 
milking is done by means of 
electric milk pumps rather than 
old-fashioned hand method. We, 
the Teenagers of America, have a 
final complaint that is so terrible 
that we regret having to mention 

it. This takes place when a girl’s 
date walks her to the door at 
night and that front porch light is 
beaming ever so brightly. We feel 
a great danger over-shadowing 
us. In this great age of electrical 
development, we fear the future, 
when that light could easily be re-
placed by an intercom. Nothing is 
worrying a farmgirl more than the 
humiliation she may expect when 
her father calls over the electri-
cal intercom system, “Daughter, 
do you realize what time it is?” 
Some more ingenius fathers may 
even set up electric time clocks 
for their daughter to punch in 
when she arrives home. In this 
age of freedom, we feel that the 
Electric Cooperative is unfair to 
the development of romance in 
rural areas. 
 However, we realize that the 
Electric Cooperatives were only 
doing their jobs by making the 
farm a better place to live. How 
could they have known the trou-
ble they were to cause the rural 
youth in this country? And we re-
alize that they can, by no means, 
eliminate the age old problem of 
parents in this country. Realizing 
this, we acknowledge that the Ru-
ral Electric Cooperative’s advan-
tages to society by far counterbal-
ances the disadvantages to the 
younger set. We hope, then, that 
our warning may encourage them 
to help us with our problem while 
they faithfully continue to serve 
the community.
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2008?
by Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy Efficiency 

- the King of Caulk and Talk”

 Surely it is not the beginning of 
another year already. You mean it is 
time for New Year’s resolutions?  I 
still haven’t lost that 20 pounds that I 
resolved to lose for the last five New 
Years! 
 I do think it is all right for me 
to make a New Year’s resolution if 
I will just work hard to fulfill it. I 
remember when I resolved to learn to 
drink coffee without cream or sugar. 
It was difficult but I did it. The truth is 
I would really rather smell the coffee 
beans than drink the coffee. That same 
year I resolved to learn how to fish 
with a plastic worm. I bet all you gals 
are impressed with that one. It took 
time, but I learned to do it.
 These were all fine changes, but as 
I’ve grown in my “maturity,” my New 
Year’s resolutions have become more 
serious. I recently heard someone 
suggest that there was one New 
Year’s resolution that would change 
your life. They said, do a good deed 
for someone every day and don’t tell 
anyone about it. I liked that and 
I imagine that most of you would 
agree that that would be a wonderful 
thing to do. And there are limitless 
ways to do that.
 Since this column is dedicated to 
energy efficiency, I thought I would 
share a few ways that you could do a 
good deed for someone and help them 
save money on their energy bills. That 

would be a great deed, I believe. Don’t 
you? And there are ways to help others 
that don’t cost you anything or if they 
do, very little. Here we go.

1)  Share these columns with others, 
especially your friends and family 
who don’t get this magazine.

2)  Encourage others to listen to my 
electric cooperative-sponsored radio 
show, “Home Remedies,” which airs 
on Saturday mornings on WTAD 
from 9:06 a.m.-10:00 a.m.

3)  Check with your local electric 
cooperative about energy-saving tips 
brochures and share those with your 
friends and family.

4)  Buy a package of compact 
fluorescent lights for a friend as 
a gift this year.

5)  Buy a water heater blanket for 
your mom or grandmother. She’ll 
appreciate it, I promise.

6)  Buy some tubes of caulk and go 
over to your neighbor’s house and 
offer to show him or her how it can 
be used to make the house more 
comfortable. 

7)  If  you haven’t done all you can 
do to make your home energy-
efficient, take some time to do a 
good deed for yourself.
 
 These were just a few tips that 
came to mind. I bet you can think 
of many, many more. I hope this 
will help you with your New Year’s 
resolutions. I think you’ll find them to 
be simple and rewarding. But if these 
resolutions don’t sound good to you, 
just remember, you can always resolve 
to try losing that 20 pounds again. 
Good luck!!

Listen to Doug Rye’s live radio 
program “Home Remedies” on 
WTAD every Saturday morning 
from 9:06 a.m.-10:00 a.m.
Doug Rye, a licensed architect 
living in Saline County and 
the popular host of the “Home 
Remedies” radio show, works 
as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to 
promote energy efficiency to 
cooperative members statewide. 
To order Doug’s video, call 
Doug at 1-888-Doug-Rye. More 
energy-efficiency tips can also be 
found at www.ecark.org. Source: 
Rural Arkansas Magazine

Call Adams Electric at (217) 593-7701
Call Adams Electric (800) 232-4797
* The electric incentive rate will remain at 4.6 cents/kWh 
through the end of 2008 and will increase along with other rate 
adjustments in 2009.
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of Chambersburg
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Potato Sausage 
Casserole

Submitted by Rhonda Buxman

1 lb. pork sausage (Bob Evans - 
 Mild)
1 can cream of mushroom soup
3/4 cup milk
1/2 cup chopped onion
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
3 cups raw, 
 sliced 
      potatoes
6 slices American 
 cheese

Brown and drain sausage. Mix 
soup, milk, onion, salt & pepper. 
In 9x13 casserole, layer potatoes, 
soup mixture, sausage. Repeat 
layers ending with sausage. Dot 
with butter. Bake covered at 350 
degrees for 1 1/4-1 1/2 hours or 
until potatoes are done. Lay cheese 
slices on top and let melt. 

Blackberry Crunch 
Cobbler

Submitted by Nora Clausius

 1 1/2 cups (3 sticks) butter
 1 cup sugar
 1 1/2 cup flour
 2 1/2 cups oatmeal
 1/4 tsp. salt
 3/4 tsp. baking powder
 8 cups blackberries

 Mix together sugar, flour, 
oatmeal, salt, and baking powder. 
Cut in butter until crumbly. Put half 
into 9x13 pan and pat down loosely. 
Top evenly with blackberries. 
Sprinkle remaining crumbs on top. 
Bake 30 minutes at 350 degrees.

Cherry Crisp
Submitted by Carole Runkle

1/2 cup butter
1 pkg. white 
 cake mix
2 (21 oz.) cans  
 cherry pie  
 filling
1/2 cup chopped walnuts

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Cut 
butter into cake mix (dry) until 
crumbly; reserve 1 1/2 cups 
mixture. Pat remaining mixture 
in ungreased oblong 9x13x2 pan. 
Spread pie filling on cake mixture. 
Mix walnuts and the reserved 
mixture; sprinkle on top. Bake 
for 45-50 minutes. Serve warm and, 
if desired, with whipped cream or 
ice cream. Yield: 12-15 servings.

Broccoli Shrimp Alfredo
Submitted by Lois Knuffman

16 oz. fettuchini
1# uncooked shrimp, peeled 
 & deveined
3 garlic cloves, crushed
1/2 cup margarine
1 pkg. cream cheese, cubed
1 cup milk
1/2 cup shredded Parmesan 
      cheese
Head of broccoli
Salt & pepper

Saute shrimp and garlic in 
margarine until shrimp are pink. 
Remove from skillet and keep 
warm. In same skillet, combine milk 
and cheeses, cooking until melted 
and smooth. Cook and drain pasta 
and broccoli. Stir broccoli, shrimp 
and seasonings into cheese mixture 
and heat thoroughly. Serve on top 
of pasta. Makes 4 servings.

Mashed Potato Bake
Submitted by Barbara Robertson

5 cups water
4 cups frozen hash brown 
 potatoes
1 (7.6 oz.) pkg. Betty Crocker 
 Butter and Herbs mashed 
 potato mix
1/2 cup butter
4 oz. cream cheese
1 cup Monterey Jack cheese
1/2 cup sour cream
1/2 tsp. garlic salt
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
2 cups canned french fried 
 onion rings

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Bring 
water to a boil and add hash brown 
potatoes. Cook for 5 minutes. Drain. 
Prepare the mashed potato mix 
according to package directions. 
Add softened butter and cream 
cheese, jack cheese, sour cream, 
garlic salt, salt and pepper. Place in 
a greased 2 quart casserole. Bake 
for 25-30 minutes or until golden 
brown. Sprinkle onion rings over 
casserole and bake for about 5-8 
minutes longer or until onions are 
golden brown. 

Make sure 
you have a fire 
extinguisher in 
your kitchen. 
Take a moment 
right now and 
teach everyone 
how to use it.
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4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 
1401 W. Washington • Pittsfield • (217) 285-1600

www.petersheatingandair.com 
Other locations in Kirksville, Hannibal & Columbia,  MO

Let it Snow!

Ask Peters For a Free Energy Evaluation of Your Home...
chances are, we’ll save you money on your utility bills!

You’ll be toasty warm with a 
WaterFurnace Geothermal Energy System!
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Many WaterFurnace owners realize savings up to 70% for heating,
cooling and hot water. Geothermal units are very reliable and require
less maintenance, plus they’re proven to be the most environmentally
friendly way to heat and cool your home!
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AEC Assists IREC after Ice Storm 
 On Sunday, December 9, members served by Illinois 
Rural Electric Cooperative in Winchester, Illinois, were 
hit by a major ice storm. The storm left about 4,000 
members without power in Scott, Greene, Morgan, Pike, 
Calhoun, Cass and Jersey counties. Several cooperatives 
across the state joined the effort to help IREC recover 
from the storm. Adams Electric Cooperative Journeyman 
Linemen Brian Anderson, Mike Olson, Anthony Jarboe 
and Kevin Knight, Apprentice Linemen Brad Smith and 
Jon Metz and Forestry Assistant Kraig Street were among 
the crews. During the clean up, Dwight Ala, manager of 
operations from IREC said, “It’s the trees that are ‘killing’ 
us.” Numerous trees were blocking roadways. By Sunday, 
December 16, only about 20 isolated services were still out 
of power and the last of the crews returned home. 

Directors Continue Education
 

 Adams Electric Cooperative Directors Lyle Waner 
of Loraine, Ed Wagner of Mt. Sterling, John Kestner of 
Payson, Rick King of Huntsville and Jim Benz of Quincy 
attended the course “When Disaster Strikes: Continuity 
Management and Emergency Response Planning for 
Directors.” 
 Directors play an increasingly important role 
in monitoring the activities of management to 
ensure that physical and IT assets are secure and 
safe. The course focused on the fundamentals of disaster 
planning and recovery, showing directors how to fulfill 
their responsibility to their members by ensuring the 
continuity of electrical and business operations.
 Lyle Waner earned credit toward his Board Leadership 
Certificate for successfully completing the course. The 
other four have already earned their Board Leadership 
Certificates and, therefore, earned continued education 
credits for their attendance. 

Jarboe Becomes Journeyman
 Anthony Jarboe has successfully 
completed the lineman’s apprentice 
program and is now a journeyman lineman. 
A.J. is a graduate of South Shelby High 
School and graduated from Linn State 
Technical College in May 2003. He began 
his duties at Adams Electric on May 12, 
2003. Congratulations, A.J.!

NREA Mini Grants Awarded
 NREA announced the winners of ten $500 Mini Grants 
for the 2007-2008 school year. Ten school districts were 

(Continued on page 13)

Waner Wagner Kestner King Benz

AEC Scores “83” on 
2007 ACSI Member Survey

The Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives contracted with 
Nelson Marketing & Research, an Illinois-based research firm, to 
conduct a survey of its 25 electric cooperatives. Adams Electric 
requested an individual report of responses by its members. 
Based on anticipated response rates, the Association mailed 
1,330 surveys to randomly selected members of Adams Electric 
Cooperative. The surveys were mailed in August and September, 
2007. In all, 512 completed surveys were returned.
Adams Electric Cooperative scored an 83 in the fall of 2007 
compared to a score of 81 in 2004. In Illinois, individual cooperative 
scores ranged from a low of 70 to a high of 86. For 2007, the utility 
industry average was 72.
Following is a sampling of our results:

In general, how do you feel about your electric 
cooperative?
41.3% said they felt “very positive” and 55.8% reported 
being “positive.” Overall, only 3.0% indicated “negative” 
or “very negative.” We feel very good about these results; 
however, if you have any concerns or problems, please let us 
know. We want to resolve your issues. 
Overall, how satisfied are you with the service you receive 
from your electric cooperative?
For Adams Electric, a much larger number of members rated 
their service satisfaction level as “very satisfied” (50.7%), 
compared to 42.1% for the statewide.
Do you view yourself as a member, an owner or a 
customer of your electric cooperative?
Statewide, only about half of members thought of themselves 
as members or owners of their cooperatives in some way. 
In the Adams Electric Cooperative area, over half (57.5%) 
considered themselves to be members or owners. You are, in 
fact, a member-owner of Adams Electric Cooperative. That’s 
the difference between a cooperative and an investor-owned 
utility. You have a say in the operation of your cooperative. 
You pay for your service at cost and share in the annual 
margins by earning capital credits. 
Have you ever attended your electric cooperative’s 
annual meeting?
Across Illinois, 25.1% of the respondents had ever attended 
an electric cooperative annual meeting. In the Adams area, 
almost twice as many members (48.1%) reported attending 
an annual meeting. For those who have never attended, mark 
your calendar for September 3, 2008. Please join us.
Do you ever recall receiving money back from your 
electric cooperative in the form of capital credits?
Among Adams Electric Cooperative members, 51.2% 
recalled doing so. Distribution of capital credits is determined 
by the financial condition of the Cooperative with the goal of 
returning funds within a 25-30 year retirement cycle.
Is your electric cooperative a Touchstone Energy 
Cooperative?
Most Adams Electric respondents (76.1%) did not know 
if Adams Electric was a Touchstone Energy participant. 
Yes, we are a Touchstone Energy Cooperative. We joined 
Touchstone Energy in 2004. We are still locally owned. 
Nothing changed but by pooling our resources with 
cooperatives across the United States, we can accomplish 
more for our members than we can if we act independently.
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(Continued from page 12)
named throughout the United States. Diane Kasparie, a 
teacher at Quincy Notre Dame was the recipient of one of 
the grants. 
 The Mini Grants are sponsored and funded by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association annually 
through a partnership with the National Rural Education 
Association. Applications for the Mini Grants were screened 
by the NREA Teacher Activities Committee. Finalists were 
submitted to the NRECA for final selection. Approved 
projects featured an investigation of the science of energy or 
electricity. 
 Her project, called “Operation: S.W.I.T.C.H.”, is an 
investigation for her freshman physical science students. 
Students will investigate, comprehend and communicate the 
economical, ecological and environmental benefits of using 
CFL bulbs over incandescent bulbs in everyday applications.
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The Frog Prince Hand 
Puppet Show
Feb.11-16 (various times) Quincy 
Public Library. All ages. Can a 
lonely princess find true love? 
How can a frog turn into a prince? 
Reservations requested 
(217) 223-1309

KHQA Bridal 
Extravaganza
Feb. 23 (3-7pm), Oakley-Lindsay 
Center, Qcy. Everything to plan a 
wedding. Over 65 vendors & fashion 
show. Cost: $3 includes door prizes 
& fashion show. (217) 223-1000

WGEM Home 
& Living Show
Feb. 29 & March 1, 2, Oakley 
Lindsay Center. Over 100 exhibitors 
showcasing their products for your 
home and leisure. (217) 228-6626

Western Illinois Fruit 
& Vegetable School
Feb.19 (9am-2pm), Adams Co. 
Farm Bureau basement, 330 S. 
36th, Qcy. Opportunity for area 
fruit & vegetable growers to hear 
topics of interest. For more info or to 
register, call (217) 223-8380

The Art of Percussion: 
Rhythms of West Africa
Feb. 20 (6pm), Quincy Public 
Library. The world is a drum to 
Rocky Maffit and Chad Dunn 
who create a richly entertaining 
concert experience. Reservations 
required (217) 223-1309

A Stitch in Time: Teen 
Quilting Workshop
Feb. 23 (1pm), Quincy Public 
Library. Teens travel back to 
Lincoln’s time to learn the art 
of quilting. Participants will 
construct a 12x12 quilt square. 
Interested adults are welcome to 
attend. (217) 223-1309

Soup Luncheon
Feb. 24 (11am-1pm), Paloma 
Community Building. Soup, 
sandwich, dessert & beverage.
Free will offering. Sponsored 
by St. Peter Lutheran Church 
of Coatsburg. Proceeds to help 
equip the fellowship hall which 
is under construction. 

Youth to Washington
Application Deadline
Feb. 29  Details on pages 4 & 5.

March Events.......Feb 1
April Events...........Mar 1
May Events..........April 1

June Events........May 1
July Events.........June 1
August Events.....July 1

Whole Hog, Pancake 
& Sausage, Biscuits & 
Gravy
Feb. 10, St. Edwards Church, 
Mendon. Selling sausage, chops, 
ribs & head cheese. For orders, call 
(217) 936-2210

Beginning 
Beekeeping Class
Feb. 10 (9am-3pm), Adams Co. 
Soil & Water Conservation Office, 
Quincy. If you’re just beginning or 
would like to get started, this is 
the class for you. Cost: $20/family. 
Includes light breakfast, instruction 
and 1-yr. membership to the oldest 
beekeeping club in the Tri-State 
area. Sponsored by the Mississippi 
Valley Beekeepers Club. Pre-
registration required. Contact Ted 
Zudyk at (217) 453-2720

Quincy Symphony 
Young Artists Concert
Feb. 10 (3pm), Morrison 
Theatre, QJHS, 14th & Maine.
(217) 222-2856

February

Lincoln Douglas 
Debate Symposium
Feb. 2 (8:45 am-3:30 pm), John 
Wood Community College, Qcy. 
All day symposium will provide the 
historical back drop to the debates 
in the summer and fall of 1858. 
(217) 223-1309 x212

Rising to the Occasion: 
A Breads Workshop
Feb. 5 (6:30pm) Adams/Brown 
Extension Unit office, 330 S. 
36th St., Qcy. Ever wonder what 
the difference was between 
fococcia & ciabatta bread? 
Which type of bread is used for a 
Panini sandwich? Are all breads 
considered artisan breads? Answer 
these questions & more. Enjoy 
a sampling of breads, spreads 
& recipes. Cost: $10/person. 
Preregistration required by Jan. 
31. (217) 223-8380

New Auto Show
Feb. 7-10, Quincy Mall. See 
the 2008 cars, trucks and SUVs 
from area auto dealers during 
mall hours.

Little Women
Feb. 8-10, Oakley Lindsay 
Center, Qcy. Quincy Community 
Student Theatre production. 
(217) 222-3209

Old Fashioned 
Valentine Making 
Workshop
Feb. 9 (1-3pm), Quincy Museum, 
16th & Maine. Create a variety of 
unique handmade valentines. 
(217) 224-7669

Quincy Society of Fine 
Arts Ball XXIII
Feb. 9 (6pm), Quincy Country 
Club, 24th & State. Fundraiser 
for the Qcy. Society of Fine Arts. 
(217) 222-3432

Found: Compound bow found in road near Chesterfield 
Subdivision & Hidden Cove on Route 96 in Quincy. Call 
(800) 232-4797 to identify.
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This application should be completed and returned to 
Adams Electric Cooperative by 

Friday, February 29. Applications postmarked 
after Feb. 29 will not be considered.

Contact information:  Adams Electric Cooperative - Laura Dotson, Communications Coordinator 
   P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL  62320  •  (800) 232-4797 •  ldotson@adams.net

Program Guidelines:
Youth Day Participants will be selected as follows:
•  Adams Electric Cooperative and Adams Telephone Co-Operative 
 will sponsor the top 34 applicants at Youth Day in Springfield on 
 April 9, 2008, with 20 students representing Adams Electric and 14  
 representing Adams Telephone. 
• Two judges will review all applications (with names removed from 
 the applications) and select the top two applications from each 
 school. Judges will select the top four applications from schools   
 sponsored by both cooperatives.
• The judges will then select applications to fill any remaining 
 participant spots.

Name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s) or Guardian(s) Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ____________________________________________  Email Address: ___________________________________  

Date of Birth: _____________________________________________  Age: ____________________________________________

High School: ______________________________________________  Grade: _________________  Current GPA: ____________

Please use additional paper to answer the following questions:
Accomplishments and Achievements:
a.  School Activities: Please provide information regarding your participation in school-related activities. Please list the organizations, number of 
 years and accomplishments/positions held.
b. Non-School Activities: Please provide information regarding your participation in non-school related activities, such as community, religious, 
 and other organizations. Please list the organizations, number of years and accomplishments/positions held.
c. Special Awards or Recognitions: Please provide any other information regarding special awards, recognitions or accomplishments. 
Short Answer Section:
1.  What goals do you hope to achieve before graduating high school?
2.  Do you plan to attend college and, if so, what field of study do you plan to pursue?
3. What five words, or qualities, best describe you?
4. Who has been the most influential person in your life and why?
5.  If you could choose one person from the past to spend a day with, who would you choose and why?
6.  In your own words, what sets cooperatives apart from other businesses?
7.  What do you hope to learn most about our governmental process and why?
8.  What made you apply for this program?
9.  As mentioned above, if more applications are received than there are spots available, a judge will have to narrow applicants. Why should the 
 judge choose you as a participant in Youth Day?
10. Have you ever been to Washington, D.C.?   Yes or No
11. Are you planning on visiting Washington, D.C. in the near future?   Yes or No
12. Please name two people (not related to you) who could serve as references for you, with one being a school staff member and another being a 
 personal contact (outside of your school). Please provide their name and phone number.           

By completing and submitting this application, I verify my eligibility to attend Youth Day in Springfield and commit to the Springfield trip if chosen as a Youth Day 
participant. I also understand that if I should be selected as one of the winners of this contest, I will take the all-expense paid tour to Washington, D.C.

_______________________________________________  ________________________*
Student’s Signature     Social Security Number

I hereby give my consent for _________________________ to participate in the Youth to Washington program, attending in Springfield if chosen to 
participate and taking the all-expense paid tour** to Washington, D.C. if selected as a winner.

_______________________________________________  ________________________   _______________
Parent or Guardian Signature    Relationship to Student   Date
* This information is required for students chosen to take the all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.  
** The entire tour will be properly chaperoned. Additional information regarding this program may be obtained from Laura Dotson at Adams Electric Cooperative.

Next, Youth to Washington Participants will be selected as follows:
•  A separate judge from each cooperative will review the applications 
 of Youth Day participants and choose the top 10 applications for each 
 cooperative. The 10 finalists will be announced at the end of Youth Day.
• Finalists will be interviewed at the conclusion of Youth Day (by a judge 
 from the Association of Illinois Electric Cooperative) to determine which 
 two students from each cooperative will take the all-expense paid tour to 
 Washington, D.C. on June 13-20, 2008. An alternate will also be chosen  
 for each cooperative in the event that one of the winners is unable to 
 attend the tour.



Thanks for the

HIGH
 MARKS.

We’d like to thank our members for helping us score an “83” in the recent American Customer Satisfaction* 
Index. Your feedback puts Adams Electric Cooperative a full 11 points higher than the utility industry average.
Even though ACSI recognizes “customer” satisfaction, Adams Electric members are in fact “owners.” That’s an 
important distinction. And it’s why we strive to provide a level of service that’s second to none. 
Naturally, we’re honored. But it won’t go to our head. We’ll remain the dependable source of electricity our 
members never have to think twice about. Unless, of course, they’re being surveyed by the ACSI.

Looking out for you.

*Touchstone Energy ACSI member ratings using the ACSI customer satisfaction survey questions are compared to the ACSI ratings of residential customers of the U.S. largest investor-owned energy utilities.


