


by Jim Thompson PE, 
General Manager

	 The New Home 
Issue of the Adams 
Outlet is a publication in 
which the Cooperative 
takes a great deal of 
pride. It illustrates new 
all electric homes being built 
on the Cooperative distribution 
system. It features beautiful, high 
quality, energy efficient homes by 
area contractors and homeowners.  
It helps provide feedback on 
how programs such as rebates, 
incentive rates, and energy 
efficiency programs are working 
for our members. 
	 Building a new home can 
be a stressful but rewarding 
experience. For many, it is their 
first experience with an electric 
cooperative. The Cooperative 
strives to make the installation 
of the electric service as positive 
as possible from the start of the 
project with temporary power, to 
the final steps installing incentive 
rate metering and processing  
rebate checks. We take great pride 
in making sure power is available 
when you need it and meeting the 
needs of our members.  
	 Of the new homes built in our 
service territory in 2006, eighty-
two percent installed electric 
heat as their primary heat source. 
In 2007, seventy-three percent 
installed electric heat. 
      The Cooperative processed 
405 rebates in 2006 for a total 

of $101,375. Of the 
405 rebates to members 
in 2006, 194 were for 
water heaters, 142 for 
heat pumps, and 69 for 
geothermal systems. 
Through October of 
2007, the Cooperative 

processed 246 rebates for a total 
of $53,175. Of the 246 rebates, 
128 were for water heaters, 
82 for heat pumps and 36 for 
geothermal systems.  			 
	 In 2006, the Cooperative  
loaned a total of $133,242.18 
under our EnergyWyse Loan 
Program for members installing 
electric heating systems. So far 
in 2007, the Cooperative has 
loaned $97,957 through this 
program. In order to continue 
this success and allow members 
to improve the energy efficiency 
of their homes, the board 
expanded the EnergyWyse 
Loan program in 2007 to allow 
members to borrow money to 
add insulation, replace inefficient 
windows and doors, and add 
weather stripping in their homes.  
	 As a member, if you have 
ideas or other ways your 
electric cooperative can serve 
you, please give me a call 
at (800) 232-4797 or (217) 
593-7701 or email me at 
jthompsn@adams.net. It is 
important that we have a 
strong focus on our members 
and understand your needs 
and expectations.  

Providing Services to Meet Your Needs

“Adams Electric Cooperative is committed to exceeding
the expectations of those we serve!”



	 This New Home Issue is full of testimonials on 
geothermal systems, air-to-air heat pumps, local 
builders, HVAC contractors and other suppliers. 
It’s a source you’ll find handy when remodeling or 
building your own home.
	 Thanks to the support of local HVAC contrac-
tors and builders and the affordable incentive rates 
Adams Electric has for all-electric homes, the 
number of members choosing to build an all-electric 
home are phenomenal.* 
	 In 2006, 111 new homes were built on Adams 
Electric’s lines. Of these homes, 91, or almost 82 
percent, installed electric heat as their primary heat 
source. For the first time, geothermal systems out-
numbered heat pumps in new home construction.
	 Geothermal installations in Adams Electric’s 
service area are easily the highest in Illinois. There 
are three all-geothermal subdivisions in Adams 
Electric Cooperative’s service area: Hidden Cove 
(Matt Holtmeyer, Developer), Fieldstone (Jerry 
Brockmiller, Developer) and Bonita Pointe (Kenneth 
Heming, Developer).
	 By building an all-electric home, members can 
save up to 40 percent on all kWh’s used for heating, 
cooling and water heating purposes. As the costs of 
fuel continue to climb, interest in energy efficiency is 
increasing.
	 On page 10, Doug Rye, radio personality and 
promoter of energy efficiency, offers some 
energy-saving tips for anyone considering a con-
struction project. 
	 Maybe you already have an all-electric home 
and are on one of our load control programs. See 
page 27 for some helpful information explaining the 
various lights on your load control receiver.
	 Find out what equipment near your meter is 
owned by Adams Electric and what is owned by you, 
the Member. The “service point” is explained on the 
back cover.
	 The homes in this issue are only a handful of 
the new all-electric homes in Adams Electric’s 
service area. We’d like to thank the members in 
this issue for their time and for providing us with 
valuable feedback. Congratulations to all of our 
new home owners!
* The electric incentive rate will remain at 4.6 cents/kWh 
through the end of 2008 and will increase along with other 
rate adjustments in 2009.
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         “J&N Construction had our home framed in eight days and were wonderful to 
work with. Tom Cramsey was excellent. Harker HVAC was very reasonable. Adams 
Electric convinced us to go all electric to get the 4.6 cent rate. We wanted an en-
ergy efficient system, and although we preferred geothermal, we chose a heat pump 
since we weren’t sure about the return on investment time frame.”

Occupations:  Kirk works for Celenese Emultions 
and Barb works for ADM Alliance Nutrition.

Move-In Date:  August 2006
Square Footage:  3,800 sq. ft.
Heating System:  York heat pump with 
     electric backup	
HVAC Contractor:  Harker HVAC	
Builder:  Kirk & Barb - general contractors 
(Kirk did almost everything except framing, brick 
     and roof.)
Framing: J&N Construction
Brick Layer: Tom Cramsey

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Sept. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$74.79

(l-r) Baillie, Barb, Stephanie, Kirk and Aaron Advice for new home builders:

Allow plenty of time when 
you’re your own contractor.

       “Our banker recommended Randy Dietrich. We looked at his work prior to build-
ing. He was very easy to work with and we highly recommend him. Peters was very 
professional. Geothermal is wonderful! Our bills went down from our previous 1,000 
square foot all-electric home! We were also very happy with the work of Brinkman 
Plumbing, Bernie Ormond and Mixer Lumber.”

Occupations:  Jeff is a formulation specialist at 
ADM Alliance Nutrition and Jody is the principal 
of Liberty Grade School.

Move-In Date:  October 2006
Square Footage:  2,000 sq. ft.
Heating System:  SHT Manufacturing 
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Randy Dietrich 
Foundation: Quality Concrete Construction
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Insulation: Rob Mixer Insulation
Gutters: Mixer Seamless Gutters

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Nov. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$48.91

(back) Jody and Jeff; (front) Justine and ZoeyAdvice for new home builders:

Don’t hesitate to put in geothermal;
everyone should look at it.



January 2008  •  Adams Outlet  •  New Home Issue  •  5

       “From October 1 through April 1 (6 months), our heating and cooling was a 
total of $246; that’s half of what Peters estimated! We’ve been surprised at how the 
heat stays so even. I highly recommend Peters; I wouldn’t go to anybody else. ”

Occupations:  Glenn and Sabina are retired.

Move-In Date:  September 2006
Square Footage:  1,500 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Carrier air-to-air heat    
     pump with electric backup	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C
Builder:  Glenn Fessler
Additional help from:  sons Greg and 
     John and Jim Stupavsky Construction 
     (son-in-law)

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Oct. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$30.78

(not pictured) Glenn and SabinaAdvice for new home builders:
I couldn’t have done it without 
blown-in cellulose insulation 
in the attic and walls, a major 

factor combined with the 
air-to-air heat pump that allows 

us to heat so cheaply. 

	 We’ve provided the average 
heating and cooling costs for 
each home featured in this is-
sue. However, there are several 
things you should keep in mind. 
	 Every family is unique. 
The size of the family, their 
lifestyle, habits, and tempera-
ture preferences must all be 
taken into consideration. Some 
families may be home more 
often than others. Maybe they 
take longer hot showers or open 
the windows more often during 
the summer.
	 Every home is unique. 
These homes highlight various 
heating systems, brand names, 
heating and cooling contractors, 
and builders. The square foot-
age and energy efficiency of the 

Things to consider when comparing heating & cooling costs.
insulation, windows, etc. is also 
very important. 
	 The homes in this issue 
were built in the last two years. 
Some families have lived in 
their homes longer than others 
and their averages will reflect 
that. Some averages include 
winter and summer usage; oth-
ers do not. Pay close attention 
to the dates provided.
	 Each of these homes have 
two meters. One meter records 
heating, cooling and water 
heating usage and the other 
records everything else 
(lighting, cooking, clothes 
drying, refrigeration, etc.) 
Averages reflect the heating, 
cooling and water heating 
usage only. 

	 All families included in our 
New Home Issue are taking ad-
vantage of our CHC (controlled 
heating and cooling) rate. Their 
cost is only 4.6 cents/kWh for 
all heating, cooling and water 
heating.* 
	 The requirement for 
Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
CHC rate is that the home’s 
primary heating system must 
be electric and the Coopera-
tive must be able to control the 
electric water heater and cycle 
the air conditioning. For more 
information, contact Adams 
Electric Cooperative at (217) 
593-7701 or (800) 232-4797. 

* The electric incentive rate will remain at 
4.6 cents/kWh through the end of 2008 and 
will increase along with other rate adjust-
ments in 2009.
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       “Everything went really well. We’re very happy with the home. Buffy (All Ameri-
can Homes) was great to work with and allowed us to alter the design of the home to 
fit what we wanted. Many people don’t realize how you can customize a manufactured 
home. Our heating and cooling is very affordable. We’re very satisfied and are antici-
pating a 5 1/2 year payback over a heat pump system.”

Occupations:  Mathew is Superintendent of 
Schools in Schuyler Industry School District 
and Michele is an elementary school teacher in 
Schuyler Industry School District.

Move-In Date:  August 2006
Square Footage:  2,158 sq. ft.
Heating System:   GeoComfort 
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Davis Electric, Plumbing, 
     Heating & Cooling, Inc.
Builder:  All American Homes of Beardstown, 
     Buffy Tillett

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Feb. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$60.54

(back) Matt and Michele; (front) Manning and Mason Advice for new home builders:

 Always plan on spending 
more than you budgeted. 

Question:  What is HBAQ?
Answer: Home Builders Association 
of Quincy is a not-for-profit trade as-
sociation serving the greater Tri-State 
area with members in Quincy, 
Hannibal, Palmyra, Canton and 
surrounding cities.

Question:  How many members does 
HBAQ have?
Answer:  We have 81 members. 
Members are comprised of new home 
builders, remodelers and any business 
that supplies materials or services to 
the construction industry. The asso-
ciation and individual members are 
dedicated to quality craftsmanship 

ness Journal, National Building News 
and to Builder Magazine. We also 
have member discounts for insurance, 
vehicles, fuel and telecommunications.

Question:  What events and other 
functions are sponsored by HBAQ?
Answer: We hold monthly meetings 
with guest speakers ranging from 
state senators to local businesses. We 
sponsor the Annual Parade of Homes 
Tour and Cabin Fever weekend at the 
Quincy Mall. We also sponsor golf 
outings and hold summer picnics and 
Christmas programs for the members.

Question:  How long have you been 
involved in HBAQ and when does 
your current term as president of 
HBAQ expire?
Answer:  I’ve been a member for 
approximately 16 years. This is my 
second term as President and the term 
ends December 31st.

An Interview with Jeff Schutte,
President of Home Builders Association of Quincy

and are committed to enhancing 
our communities.

Question:  Why should builders and 
associated organizations join HBAQ?
Answer: Prestige of membership and 
professional recognition will enhance 
your credibility. To be better informed 
by getting the latest building informa-
tion with weekly newsletters, trade 
magazines and access to our website. 
Networking to increase your busi-
ness contacts. Top notch education 
programs, access to expert advisors 
and the latest products and services 
through trade shows and expositions. 
Power advocacy - issues, mandates 
and ordinances that can have an im-
pact on the industry are being moni-
tored daily at local, state and national 
levels. The HBAI legislative division 
monitors about 4,000 bills a year in 
the general assembly. Members also 
receive a subscription to Illinois Busi-
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       “Randy made some suggestions we hadn’t 
thought of. Brad is a perfectionist and we are very 
pleased with all of his creative touches. We really 
like the way our geothermal system keeps our home 
comfortable and at a constant temperature. We are 
very happy with our home and plan to stay here for 
a really long time!”

Occupations:  Todd works for Mixer Insulation 
and is Richfield Road Commissioner. Ginger is 
an Order Administrator for Harris Corporation. 

Move-In Date:  September 2007
Square Footage:  1,500
Heating System:  Trane geothermal system
HVAC Contractor:  Clevenger Electric	
Builder:  Todd - general contractor 
Framing: Randy Dietrich
Finish work: Brad Dietrich

Heating & Cooling Cost 
for Oct. 2007

$22.26

(back) Ginger, Alaina and 
Todd; (front) Dalton Advice for new home builders:

By doing a lot of work yourself, 
you save money 

and learn a lot of new things.

(Family photo by Fessler Images)
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       “We chose a heat pump because it was half the upfront cost of geothermal. 
Bruenings were great to work with. Our heat pump has been very affordable; we love 
how efficient it is. We are so pleased with our new home! It was great working with 
family to achieve our dream. Thank you to all those who made this possible.”

Occupations:  Carl is a pharmacy technician 
at ShopKo and Monica is a claims manager 
for Transitions.
Move-In Date:  April 2007
Square Footage:  1,728 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Bryant heat pump with 
     electric backup
HVAC Contractor:  Bruening Heating & A/C
Builder:  Jeff White - general contractor
Additional help from:  Mike, Bill & Steve White 
     & Al Maple 
Foundation:  Bernie Ormond & Luke Haistings 
     of Quality Concrete Construction
Electric:  Jon White
Plumbing:  Agri-Pump of Liberty
Materials:  Mixer Lumber & Home Depot

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from May 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$26.00
(back) Monica, Evan and Carl; (front) Emily with Peggy SueAdvice for new home builders:

Mixer Lumber was wonderful 
about working with us, 

getting exactly what we wanted, 
and delivering to us.



Lesson 1: Planning
	 If you are going to build 
a new house or want to make 
your existing house more energy 
efficient, it is best to first prepare 
a plan. You might be surprised to 
know that more than half of the 
folks who send their house plans 
to me for an energy analysis have 
already started construction. In 
fact, in many cases, the house is 
already framed. I am still able 
to help them but I could have 
helped them much more if they 
had contacted me before construc-
tion began.
	 For example, everyone that I 
know would like to have instant 
hot water in the master bathroom. 
But when it comes to house plans, 
it appears that water heaters are 
just afterthoughts as most do not 
even show the location of the water 
heater. Based on a large percent of 

Energy Efficiency 101:
From the Ground Up

Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye, the “Doctor of Energy 
Efficiency - the King of Caulk and Talk”

the houses I have seen, one would 
think that the plumbing code must 
require that the water heater be 
located at the farthest point from 
usage. On most plans, the water 
heater will be installed anywhere 
from 40 to 75 feet from the master 
bath. That means that when you 
turn on the faucet that has an H on 
it, you have to wait what seems 
like forever for the water to be hot. 
Does this sound like your house? 
	 The solution is really not that 
difficult. By planning ahead there 
is often a simple no extra-cost 
solution. When we built our new 
house, I promised my wife that 
we would have instant hot water. 
I certainly did not want to install 
a central hot water circulating 
system, as often seen in a hotel, 
because that type system adds a 
significant amount of kilowatt-
hours to the monthly utility bill. 
Just think about it. Circulating hot 
water through the house 24/7 in the 
summer. The circulating system is 
helping heat the house, therefore 
the air conditioning system has to 
run much more. The circulating 
pump uses energy and the water 
heater really never cuts off. So 
instead of this kind of system, 
what can you do?

	 If the house has a crawl 
space, install a high energy 

efficient, lifetime warranted 
Marathon low-boy water 
heater (48 inches tall) 
right under the bathtub 
and shower. Place 
another Marathon water 

heater exactly under the 

kitchen appliances. Bingo! The 
water heaters are close to where 
the hot water is needed. Of course, 
it would be the same solution 
if the house has a basement. 
But remember this. If the rough 
plumbing is already installed 
before you learn this, it can be 
quite expensive to change. So plan 
ahead.
	 If the house has a slab floor, 
planning ahead is absolutely 
essential. In this case, the floor 
plan should reflect a location(s) 
for the water heater to be close 
to the areas that need hot water. 
And here are some other important 
water heater tips -- always insulate 
hot water pipes, even under a slab 
and don’t put a water heater in 
the attic. And what about those 
tankless water heaters you’ve 
heard about? First of all, I do not 
encourage you to use them and we 
will explore that in a future lesson.
	 Summary of Lesson 1: Plan 
ahead and have that instant hot 
water you’ve always wanted 
without higher utility bills. For 
those of you wanting instant hot 
water in your existing home, check 
out www.gothotwater.com for an 
acceptable solution. See you 
next month! 

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living 
in Saline County and the popular host 
of the “Home Remedies” radio show, 
works as a consultant for the Electric 
Cooperatives of Arkansas to promote 
energy efficiency to cooperative 
members statewide. 
Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine
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       “Brinkman Plumbing has a good reputation. We were impressed particularly with 
the way they cleaned up after themselves. Peters also did an excellent job. We heard a 
lot about geothermal; it was recommended by Doug Rye (Home Remedies radio pro-
gram). We had gas before but with gas prices going up, we wanted to go all-electric. 
We’ve increased our space, added additional appliances and a dehumidifier and the 
cost has been really great.”

Occupations:  Richard is a welder/fabricator for 
Awerkamp Machine and Lori is in credit and 
collections at Harris.

Move-In Date:  August 2006
Square Footage:  1,580 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Florida Heat Pump 
     geothermal system
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Spradlin Homes of Jacksonville
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Sept. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$48.31

(l-r) Trevor, Lori, Richard and Travis Advice for new home builders:

Geothermal is the way to go
if you can. All rooms are the 

same temperature. 
It provides an even heat.

       “A couple of our friends have geothermal and we listen to Doug Rye (radio 
program). We used his advice and put in energy efficient windows, cellulose insu-
lation and geothermal. We’ve never had geothermal before but we sure like it.”

Occupations:  Jim is a welder for Knapheide 
Manufacturing and Jane is in medical records 
at Timberpoint Health Care Center.

Move-In Date:  March 2007
Square Footage:  1,400 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Command Aire 
      geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Clevenger Electric	
Builder:  Jim - general contractor 
Foundation: Graham & Klauser Construction
Electric: Clevenger Electric
Carpenter: Larry Wittler

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from April 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$35.79

(not pictured) Jim, Jane, Reanah, Shawna and JennaAdvice for new home builders:

Take lots of time, listen to other 
people and the mistakes they made. 

Build your home as efficient as 
possible and use geothermal.
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       “Maas Homes was very easy to work with. I made Sue price a bunch of houses. 
If we wanted something special, they made it a point to make it happen. I heard they 
were particular and they were. Everyone that has looked at our home has been im-
pressed. Our house is tight and our heat pump seems to be very efficient. We priced 
putting in a small wind turbine but with Adams Electric’s low all-electric rates, it 
just didn’t pay.”

Occupations:  David is a self-employed 
farmer and Rita is a purchasing agent at ADM 
Alliance Nutrition.

Move-In Date:  February 2006
Square Footage:  1,734 sq. ft.
Heating System:   York heat pump with 
     gas backup
HVAC Contractor:  KMC Heating 
Builder:  Maas Homes & Garage Co.
Electrician:  Wellman Electric
Plumber:  Agri-Pump of Liberty

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Oct. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$29.60

(not pictured) David and Rita Advice for new home builders:

I wouldn’t be afraid to go back to 
Maas Homes & Garage Co. 

because they did such a nice job. 
They are trustworthy people.
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“We love our home. We were very happy with our landscaper, Paul Layne. 
The Gardner boys (geothermal system) were also great...they went way above 
and beyond what we expected. They were wonderful to work with.”

Occupations:  Dan is a guard and Judy is a 
registered nurse both at the Rushville Treat-
ment and Detention Facility.

Move-In Date:  November 2006
Square Footage:  2,800 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Carrier geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Jasson Gardner
Builder:  Cross Country Construction, 
    Rick Matthewson
Landscaping:  Paul Layne

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Dec. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$65.06

(l-r) Judy and Dan

Advice for new home builders:

It’s important to be hands-on 
and be part of the process and 

see it through to the end.
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       “We’ve known our builders forever. They’re the best people to work with. 
We chose a heat pump hybrid with gas backup since the payback was shorter. 
We love it. It’s the same temperature all the time.”

Occupations:  Joe is an inspector at Titan 
Wheel and Janice is a receptionist at Reed 
Foot Clinic.

Move-In Date:  July 2006
Square Footage:  1,750 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Carrier heat pump hybrid 
     with gas backup	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C
Builder:  Brad Graham & Gene Klauser
Plumbing:  Brinkman Plumbing
Custom Cabinets:  Concord Cabinets

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Aug. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$26.65

(l-r) Joe and Janice Advice for new home builders:
Make sure you’ve got a good 
contractor. Check out your 
options as far as insulation 

and heating. We recommend 
cellulose insulation.
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       “Our family has geothermal and we knew it would be a good way to go. 
Peters gave us options. The basement and upstairs are zoned so guests can have 
a different temperature. We were also happy with our builder. Marge Moore 
of Terry Moore Construction was very patient with us. We spent hours going 
over things. For plumbing, we would recommend Chuck Bent with Agri Pump of 
Liberty.”

Occupations:  Greg is in insurance sales and Linda is 
a registered nurse at Blessing.

Move-In Date:  August 2006
Square Footage:  1,650 sq. ft.
Heating System:   FHP Manufacturing (Florida Unit)    
     geothermal system
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Terry Moore Construction
Plumbing: Chuck Bent with Agri Pump of Liberty

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Oct. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$68.23

(l-r) Linda and Greg Advice for new home builders:

Be flexible yet keep working toward 
what you really desire. There can 

be ways to work things out. 
Incorporate your own ideas. 
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       “Terry Moore Construction has been in business since 1995 building customized floor plans 
through ‘All American Homes.’ Terry, with his crew, completes the inside of the homes, onsite 
garages, porches, sunrooms, finishes basements or most anything else requested. We make the home 
building process quick and easy without compromising quality. Peters Heating & Air did a wonder-
ful job of installing our geothermal WaterFurnace. They complete all of our projects in expected 
timeframe and bid price. This is our second house with geothermal. We love how quiet the system 
operates, how the temperature never varies one degree from set point, and of course, we enjoy our 
low utility cost.”

Occupations:  Terry owns and 
operates Terry Moore Construction 
and farms. Marge is co-owner of 
Marshell Interiors.  

Move-In Date:  November 2006
Square Footage:  1,975
Heating System:   WaterFurnace   
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Terry Moore Construction
Add’l Subcontractors:  Rusty Hahn, 
     Agri-Pump and Tom Cramsey

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Dec. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$62.18  

(not pictured) Terry and MargeAdvice for new 
home builders:

Carefully choose the floor 
plan that works well with 
your lifestyle and build 
with a builder who does 

quality work and ask 
for a project bid. 

All these things can be 
received from Terry 
Moore Construction.

Selling your home and want an expert opinion on the 
things you need to do to get your house ready – buyer ready?  

We can help. Staging is making your home the most appealing to 
the broadest range of buyers. We want the buyer to be able to see 

themselves and their belongings in your house. This is done 
with proper placement of furniture and accessories. 

Or, maybe you just want your current space redesigned by an expert.
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       “J&N Construction offered suggestions we hadn’t thought of. They take pride in their 
work. They love what they do and it shows. We could have moved in early too. We would 
recommend them. The geothermal was a little more up front but it will pay for itself. The 
savings you get from Adams Electric for having an all-electric home also helps.”

Occupations:  Terry is a carrier 
supervisor for the post office and Sheryl 
is a letter carrier.

Move-In Date:  January 2007
Square Footage:  1,850 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Aquarius geothermal 
     system by Florida Heat Pump (FHP)
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C
Builder:  J&N Construction

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Feb. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$29.21

Advice for new home builders:

Get a good contractor like 
we did. Keep notes and build it 

like you want it because 
you might only do it once.

(l-r) Sheryl and Terry

       “Nicole from Olympian Homes was 
great. She suggested all the right options.”

Occupations:  Steve works for W.A. Perry & 
Son Elevator and Sherry works for Dot Foods.

Move-In Date:  September 2006
Square Footage:  1,749 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Bryant heat pump with 
     electric backup	
HVAC Contractor:  Bruening Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Olympian Homes of West 
     Quincy, Missouri

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Oct. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$55.31

(not pictured) Steve and Sherry
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			           “Our experience with Chad as our 
			   builder was nothing but positive! We are more 
			   than pleased with our new house and cannot 
			   imagine having any other contractor. He is very 
talented and detail-oriented, which is exhibited in our home. Todd and Ryan 
(Keck Heating and Air) were also great to work with. They were always there 
when they were needed in the building process. They have been great heating 
and air support. We are very pleased with our decision to put in a geothermal 
system. The savings we have already seen with it have most definitely been 
worth it, especially in the summer.”

Occupations:  Shannon is a collection representative at 
Mercantile Bank and Laura is in process improvement 
at Blessing Hospital.

Move-In Date:  December 2006
Square Footage:  2,900 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Paradise geothermal system
HVAC Contractor:  KMC Heating & Air (Todd & 
     Ryan Keck)	
Builder:  Chad Triplett

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Jan. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$43.39

(l-r) Shannon, Riker 
and Laura Advice for new home builders:

Research, Plan, 
Research, Plan...



       “Our geothermal system is our #1 investment. We are glad we chose geothermal; 
it is comfortable and affordable. We were very pleased with Peters. They do excellent 
work and are very professional. Adams Electric was also very helpful and cooperative 
throughout the building process.”

Occupations:  Dustin is a conductor for BNSF 
railway and Sarah is a plant liaison/foreman for 
Cargill Meat Solutions.

Move-In Date:  December 2006
Square Footage:  2,000 sq. ft.
Heating System:  WaterFurnace 
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C 
     of Pittsfield	

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Jan. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$40.65

(l-r) Dustin and Sarah
Advice for new home builders:

We would recommend talking 
to Adams Electric about their 

all-electric incentive rates.
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        “With gas prices the way they’ve been, geothermal seemed the way to go. Friends 
of ours also recommended it. Another plus of geothermal is that it heats your water. Pe-
ters Heating and Air Conditioning did a quick and efficient job. Thanks to everyone who 
helped on our house. We love our new home.”

Occupations:  Bryan is an engineer 
with MODOT and Angie is a stay-at-
home mom.

Move-In Date:  December 2006
Square Footage:  1,900 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Florida Heat Pump  
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C
Builder:  Brad Graham/ Gene Klauser 

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Jan. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$62.24

(l-r) Angie, Bryan and EllaAdvice for new home builders:
Building your own home 
allows you to get what 

you want. The geothermal is 
especially nice.



January 2008  •  Adams Outlet  •  New Home Issue  •  21

Peters is the #1 WaterFurnace dealer in the nation!  

4520 Broadway • Quincy, IL  •  (217) 222-1368
1975 Keokuk St. • Hamilton, IL • (217) 847-2777 

1401 W. Washington St • Pittsfield, IL • (217) 285-1600

www.petersheatingandair.com 

Everyone’s Saving
Energy with Peters!

Small house, big house, city or country, everyone finds a smart
energy solution from Peters.  Get our free energy evaluation and
we’ll determine the best way to heat and cool your home as
efficiently as possible!

Thinking fireplace? Visit our spacious showroom and see over 25
burning displays!  Corn & pellet stoves, hearth accessories, inserts,
woodburning furnances, too!

Geothermal? We’re the nation’s Number one WaterFurnace Dealer!
Our geothermal customers are thrilled with the energy dollars
they’re saving!

Energy Questions? Get them answered by the energy experts at
Peters! Since 1955, we’ve offered prompt service and the latest
technology to save you money!
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       “Jared and Nick (J&N Construction) exceeded our expectations; they 
were extremely quick. Dave (Peters Heating) also met our high expectations. We 
chose geothermal for its efficiency and long term savings. Pat Hieland (custom cabi-
nets) was also one of our favorite people to work with.”

Occupations:  Matt and Julia are both 
in banking.

Move-In Date:  November 2006
Square Footage:  2,200 sq. ft.
Heating System:   Florida Heat Pump (FHP) 
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & A/C	
Builder:  Matt & Julia - general contractors 
Framing: J&N Construction
Foundation: Quality Concrete Construction
Custom Cabinets: Pat Hieland

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Dec. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$40.78

(l-r) Julia and Matt Advice for new home builders:

Plan for future expansion.

You could win a trip to Washington, D.C.
sponsored by your local electric co-op.

Find out more at: adamselectric.coop

Click on Youth Tour
or call (217) 593-7701
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       “Joe (J.A. Meyer Construction) was open to our suggestions
and accommodating. He listened to our requests and incorporated
the changes whenever possible. We are really pleased with the 
quality of the work by Peters...the unit is quiet and efficient. Kent 
was great to work with. We’re extremely happy with the system.”

Occupations:  James is a mechanic 
for Dot Foods and Gayle is a nurse 
anesthetist.

Move-In Date:  January 2007
Square Footage:  2,750
Heating System:  Water Furnace 
     geothermal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating 
     & A/C of Pittsfield (Kent 
     Wasson)
Builder:  J.A. Meyer Construction 
     of Beardstown

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Feb. 2007 thru Sept. 2007:  

$44.67

(back) Gayle and James; 
(front) Kate and Ethan

Advice for new home builders:
Make sure you do your research 
and know what you really want
...don’t wait until last minute to 
make major decisions. Consider 
using rounded corners on your 
drywall. We saw this done on 

a home in Springfield and really 
like the unique look and extra 
durability. Freedom Drywall 
Contractors did the work and 

we couldn’t be happier.
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				            “Kent was excellent to work with. He is very precise 
				    about his work and it shows. We didn’t have any 
				    complaints at all! We definitely made the right choice 
with our contractor. We worked with Bob Musolino and Dave Kaufman (Peters Heating); they did 
excellent work! We are very pleased with all of it! The (geothermal) system is quiet and our whole 
house is the same temperature. It makes it quite comfortable. The greatest part is the bills are 
much cheaper. We would recommend this to all new home builders.”

Occupations:  Bradley is a science 
teacher at Unity Middle School and 
Melissa is a Cardiac Ultrasonographer 
at Blessing Heart & Vascular Center.
Move-In Date:  August 2006
Square Footage:  1,996 sq. ft.
Heating System:  Carrier geother-
     mal system	
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating 
     & Air Conditioning
Builder:  Kent Hufendick, Ursa, IL
Electric & Plumbing:  Knox Electric
Custom Cabinets:  David Wittler
Painting:  Chad Lightfoot & crew

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Sept. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$72.20
		

(l-r) Melissa, Hunter, Isabella, 
Bradley and Logan

Advice for new home builders:
We had a lot of fun doing this 
together. We truly believe it 
was an easy process due to 
having a great contractor 

like Kent Hufendick, making 
sure everything is being done. 
Go with colors that will last 
awhile – don’t be afraid of 

color though. 

        “Our heat pump is very efficient and seems to be very economical. After two years 
of looking at homes on the market, we couldn’t agree, so we built the home we wanted 
with the floor plan and amenities in it. Building a new home is a challenging experi-
ence but the reward was worth the headaches.”

Occupations:  James and Georgia are 
both curriers for Farmers Bank of Liberty.

Move-In Date:  July 2006
Square Footage:  1,680 sq. ft.
Heating System:  American Standard 
     air-to-air heat pump with 
     electric backup
HVAC Contractor:  Greg Wright of 
     Action Heating & Air Conditioning
Builder:  Steve Dietrich (son-in-law)

Average Heating & Cooling Cost 
from Aug. 2006 thru Sept. 2007:  

$41.07

(not pictured) James and GeorgiaAdvice for new home builders:

Be prepared to make many 
unforeseen decisions.
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Seven scholarships for 2008 
will be awarded through the 
Illinois Electric Cooperative (IEC) 
Memorial Scholarship Program.
Each scholarship will 
be worth $1,250.
For more information or to receive 
an application by mail or email, 
call (800) 232-4797.

Deadline to enter: Dec. 31, 2007

Illinois High School Seniors
IEC Memorial Scholarship
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Builder:  J. Churchill Construction, Inc.
HVAC Contractor:  Peters Heating & Air Conditioning
Heating System:  Air-to-air heat pumps with electric backup

We’ve been building all-
electric homes for 30 plus 
years and continue to be 

pleased with the efficiency of 
heat pumps and the great rate 
we get from Adams Electric.

Bob and Karen Ideus 
love their sunroom! 
“We have coffee out 
here every morning!”

LeRoy and Pat Vaughn travel often so 
the convenience of cluster home living 
appealed to them.

Jack and Patricia 
Hoskins customized 
the floor plan of 
their cluster home. 
With the comple-
tion of their finished 
basement, they have 
over 3,000 square 
feet of living space 
with ample room for 
his and her hobbies!

In the past year, the following people have 
purchased cluster homes in Lake Ridge:

Harold & Dorothy Parn
Jack & Patricia Hoskins
Bob & Karen Ideus
Frank & Esther Musolino
Leonard & Gloria Williamson
Robert Langan
Ken Metzger

Patricia Woodruff
JoAnn Hickman
Bob & Christi May
Wanda Tappe
Christine Alte
Barbara Lawler
LeRoy & Pat Vaughn
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	 Many Adams Electric members 
participate in a load control program. 
The program allows the Cooperative 
to reduce the total amount of 
electricity used by its members (as a 
whole) during times of high electric 
demand, such as the hottest days of 
the summer. The load control program 
runs from June through September. 
	 Members who choose to 
participate in the program allow 
the Cooperative to control their 
central air-conditioning units and 
electric water heaters. In return, these 
members receive a reduced rate for 
their electric heating, cooling and 
water heating.
	 During load control, all central air 
conditioner compressors are cycled 
a maximum of 15 minutes “on” and 
a maximum of 15 minutes “off,” but 
the fan is allowed to run at all times. 
Electric water heaters are turned “off” 
for the entire interruption.
	 In order to perform load control, 

the Cooperative installs a load 
control receiver (also referred to as 
a “switch”) at the member’s home. 
If you are unsure whether you are 
participating in load control, look for 
a receiver similar to the example 
shown below located near the 
condensing unit, the main meter or by 
the water heater.

	 Load control can take place at any 
time during the months of June, July, 
August and September. Nearly 40% of 
Adams Electric members participate 
in load control making it impossible to 
notify everyone when an interruption 
will occur. 
	 However, if you participate in any 
of our load control programs (CHC, 
CAC or CWH), you can determine 
when we are controlling by looking at 
your receiver. A red or amber (yellow) 
light(s) means the Cooperative is 
performing a load control. A green 
light means we are only testing the 
receiver. No light is normal and 
means we are not interrupting. This 
information should help answer your 
questions during load control periods. 
However, if you have additional 
questions, please feel free to call 
the Cooperative and we’d be happy 
to assist you. Call Adams Electric 
Cooperative at (217) 593-7701 or 
(800) 232-4797.

To identify 
an interrup-
tion, look 
for a red or 
amber 
light(s) in 
this area.

A green 
light means 
we are only 
testing the 
receiver. 

No light 
is normal 
and means 
there is no 
interruption 
taking place.

Load Control:  What is it and how does it work?

* The electric incentive rate will remain at 4.6 cents/kWh through the end 
of 2008 and will increase along with other rate adjustments in 2009.



Your meter 
is attached 
to your home 
with overhead 
wires...
When the metering 
is on a member’s 
house, the overhead 
wire to the top of 
the mast and the 
connection are 
the Cooperative’s 
responsibility. The 
meterbase, mast, 
service wires, 
ground wire and 
ground rod are 
the member’s 
responsibility. In 
a new service, the 
metering equipment 
is set up by the member’s electrician before 
service is connected. The meterbase is purchased 
from the Cooperative.

Your meter connects from your home 
to a pad-mounted transformer...
The Cooperative is responsible for the pad-mounted 
transformer and the underground line running to the 
meter. The member is responsible for the meterbase. 
The meterbase is purchased from the Cooperative.

These examples illustrate the most common 
residential services. In some cases, the set-up may 
look different. If you are unsure of what is your 
responsibility and what belongs to the Cooperative, 
please give us a call at (217) 593-7701 or toll free 
(800) 232-4797.

At Adams Electric Cooperative, we take fast, reliable 
service very seriously. We know how important it is 
to you to have an electric utility you can count on.

It is also important for you to understand that we 
can only fix what belongs to the Cooperative; that 
is, everything before the service point. You are 
responsible for everything after the service point. 
What’s the service point? In general, the Cooperative 
is responsible for everything before the meter and the 
member for everything after. For a typical residential 
service, this is the case. However, to better understand 
the “service point,” please look at the illustrations 
provided.

Your meter is 
on a pole near 
your home...
The Cooperative 
is responsible 
for the meter, the 
connection at the 
top of the pole, 
the pole, ground 
wire and ground 
rod. The member 
is responsible for 
the meterbase, 
breakers, the wire 
running up the pole 
and the service wire 
running from the 
pole to the house. 
The meter loop is 
purchased from the 
Cooperative.

What’s Mine? What’s the Co-op’s?


