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The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!

Affordable HVAC

Outages

Ask how you can 

switch to the 

7¢/kWh rate

with an 
all-electric home.

(217) 593-7701

Air Conditioners

If you choose to disconnect your air conditioner in the 

winter, please use the switch outside that is mounted on 

the condensing unit. Do not turn 

off your air conditioner at the 

breaker. Doing so sends a signal 

that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have 

questions, call the engineering 

department at (217) 593-7701.

Free Trip!

High school sophomores/juniors:How would you like to win a week-long all-expense paid trip to

This issue is designed to make your home building 
or remodeling projects a little easier. We know you’ll 
have a lot of decisions to make:
•   What’s the name of a good builder? 
• What type of heating and cooling
 should I choose and who should 
 install the system? 
• When I’m upgrading my windows,
 what should I shop for?
• Who do I turn to for concrete, 
 insulation, cabinets, flooring . . . ?
The list goes on and we’ve asked some of our 
members, who have recently built new homes, those 
same questions. We hope their testimonials will pro-
vide some advice.

Keep in mind, the Cooperative cannot recommend 
one contractor over another. The homes in this issue 
represent only a handful of the many reputable con-
tractors in this area. We’d like to thank these members 
for their time and for providing valuable feedback. 
Congratulations to all of our 
new home owners! 

Welcome

When you’re out of power during major outages, we’ll keep you posted!

Learn more at:
adamselectric.coop

Adams Electric offers loans for geothermal heat 
pumps, air-to-air heat pumps, energy-efficient win-
dows, doors, insulation, and even back-up generators. 
Rates are very reasonable. Call (800) 232-4797 for 
more details.

Members with electric heating systems may choose 
to participate in the Cooperative’s load control pro-
gram and receive a reduced rate of 7¢/kWh for all 
their electric heating, cooling and water heating usage. 
Contact Adams Electric for more information at (800) 
232-4797.

How do I pay for it?

An incentive!



    
by Jim 
Thompson PE, 
General Manager

I always enjoy the 
New Home Issue.  
I enjoy seeing 
the beautiful new 
homes being built 

in our service territory.  We are 
fortunate to have quality builders 
and heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC) contractors in 
our service territory. Energy saving 
programs provide the Cooperative 
an opportunity to engage with 
members to help improve their 
quality of life. 
 The Cooperative encourages the 
use of energy efficient construction. 
The Cooperative offers special 
incentives including rates, credits 
and low interest loans for use of 
geothermal, air-to-air heat pumps, 
and energy efficient upgrades. We 
also offer energy audits and blower 
door tests for members who are 
interested. 
 The Cooperative participated 
in two very successful energy 
efficiency rebate programs in 2011, 
2012 and 2013 called HomE and 
HomE Lite using funds from the 
Department of Commerce and 
Economic Opportunity (DCEO). 
The Cooperative processed 160 
requests and provided members 
with over $193,000 in rebates 
through the programs.
 The EnergyWyse Loan program 
was expanded to provide more 
opportunity and flexibility for 
our members. The loan amounts 
were increased, interest rates were 

lowered, and terms became 
more flexible depending on the 
amount of the loan. The program 
offers loans for heating and air 
conditioning, insulation, windows 
and doors and standby, portable 
and PTO-style generators.
 The Cooperative provides an 
article each month in the Adams 
Outlet on energy efficiency and 
offers a publication on energy 
efficient building standards.
 Members can find information 
on energy efficiency on our 
website www.adamselectric.
coop. Click on Community 
Services > Energy Efficiency 
For All to find a link to a Home 
Energy Audit, learn more about 
Energy Star-rated appliances, 
and contact Doug Rye, an 
energy efficiency consultant. By 
clicking on Member Services > 
Energy Efficiency For Members, 
you’ll find programs available to 
members only. Learn more about 
our load control program and 
EnergyWyse loans as I mentioned 
above. We offer Kill-A-Watt 
Usage Monitors to track the usage 
of your appliances. You will also 
find links to the Together We 
Save website and the Touchstone 
Energy Kids Zone. 
 We appreciate having the 
opportunity to serve you and 
hopefully you will enjoy the New 
Home Issue as much as I do.

Energy Efficiency
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2014
New Home Issue

Adams Electric Cooperative’s 
office will be closed

January 1 for the New Year’s Day holiday. 
To report an outage, call (800) 232-4797.

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.

ADAMS OUTLET (USPS 005-220)
Published monthly for $2.00 per year by:

700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Dotson

Board of Directors:
President
Alan Acheson .................. Rushville
Vice President
Lyle Waner ......................... Loraine
Treasurer
Bob Willis ................... Mt. Sterling
Secretary
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Director
Richard King .................. Huntsville
Director
John Kestner ........................ Payson 
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
Director
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
Director
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Find your 
account #
One account # is hidden 
inside this issue. If it’s yours, 
call us and you’ll receive a

 $10 bill credit.
* Credit must be claimed 
   by January 31, 2014. 
(Your account number on the 
back cover does not count.)
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Homeowners: Jim & Jennifer Blaesing
Pictured: Jim, Alexa, Logan, Jennifer, and Mia
Occupations: Jim - Correctional Officer for Western Il-
linois Correctional Center; Jennifer - Director of Quality 
Assurance for Rushville Treatment and Detention Facility.
Move-In Date: April 2013
Square Footage: 
3,100 sq. ft.

Advice: 
“Allow yourself enough time to pick out fixtures, 
themes or colors, windows, doors, appliances, etc. so 
that you can watch for sales and save money. It also 
helps to plan all this out a few months ahead so the 
contractor isn’t waiting on your final decisions. It 
makes the building process smoother and seamless. 
We put a few of our own personal touches in our new 
home so that it was a personal reflection of our family. 
Only add what you love and don’t be afraid to mix 
old elements in with the new!”

Blaesing

What is it? 
The earth absorbs solar energy making it a fairly constant 
55°F all year long. Geothermal systems extract the earth’s 
energy to heat and cool your home. Because it uses the 
earth’s natural temperature, geothermal is among the most 
efficient and comfortable heating and cooling technolo-
gies available. Loops are set underground horizontally 
(the most popular), vertically, in a lake or pond, or in a 
well. Geothermal systems provide both heating and air 
conditioning, and even hot water.

Geothermal Heat Pump

Air-To-Air Heat Pump
What is it? 
An air-to-air heat pump moves heat. It absorbs heat from 
outdoor air pumping it indoors during the winter. In the 
summer, it absorbs heat from indoors pumping it outside. 
When operating in optimal conditions (about 30-65 de-
grees), a heat pump is extremely efficient. When outdoor 
temperatures become too cold, the heat pump needs to 
run constantly to produce enough heat to maintain a com-
fortable indoor temperature. Therefore, a backup furnace 
(either electric or gas) is needed to provide adequate heat. 

What’s the Difference?

 Geothermal systems are environmentally clean, very 
quiet, and produce no dangerous gases. There is no outside 
unit and they are four times more efficient than a gas fur-
nace. Geothermal costs more to install but the upfront cost 
is an investment that pays off with long-term savings. Geo-
thermal systems can save 30-70% on heating and cooling 
bills. They are highly durable and reliable. Your home must 
be well-insulated and the system must be sized properly to 
get the most benefit for your investment.

 Providing a constant temperature, an air-to-air heat 
pump is quite comfortable. The only sound you’ll hear is 
the fan. An air-to-air heat pump is efficient and can save 
30-50% on heating and cooling bills depending on the size 
of the home. The higher the SEER rating, the more efficient 
your heat pump will be. As with any heating and cooling 
system, air leaks must be sealed and your home must be 
properly insulated. 

Builder: Jim Blaesing, general contractor; 
Crank Construction, framing
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating & Air Conditioning of Pittsfield 
Heating System: Geothermal
Cabinets: Dugan Designs (highly recommend)
Beam Vacuum System: Stevens Electric
Insulation: Lazzell Insulation

Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Lumber: Kassing Lumber

 “We chose John Crank because of his history as he built our first house. We decided to return 
to him as he was willing, flexible, and excited to build this floor plan. He had some great ideas and 
was quick and eager to make them happen!
 Wendell Rigg (Peters Heating) was very easy to work with and made some great suggestions. 
We even had him install our fireplace. We had geothermal in our last house and were pleased with 
our system. However, in comparison, this 
system seems to maintain consistency 
and efficiency.
 We would highly recommend Dugan 
Designs for cabinetry and were pleased with 
Lazzell Insulation. A special thanks goes to 
Kassing Lumber.”



January 2014  •  Adams Outlet  •  New Home Issue  •  5



6  •  Adams Outlet  •  New Home Issue  •  January 2014

Homeowner: Brad Smith
Occupations: Brad works for the Brown County High-
way Department
Move-In Date: April 2013
Square Footage: 1,720 sq. ft.

 “Rick was very easy to work with and very flexible throughout the process. His work was 
exceptional and his attention to detail was very appreciated.
 Scrantons installed my central air system in my previous home and did a great job, so I 
knew I wanted them to install the system in my new home. Casey was helpful in designing the 
system and the rest of the crew did a great job installing. I highly recommend geothermal. Not 
only is it environmentally friendly, but my bills are reasonable each month. So far, I am very 
pleased with my decision.
 Rick eliminated the need to have several subcontractors by doing the majority of the work 
himself. One area we did subcontract out was the insulation, which was done by Lazzell Insulating. My cabinets were built by 
Bear Creek Custom Mill Works out of Carthage, IL, and I could not be happier with the service or quality of their work. Mike 
DeWitt at Adams Electric helped me out a lot throughout the entire process. He was available in a timely manner every time I 
called needing his assistance.”

Smith

Builder: Rick Jones
HVAC Contractor: Scranton Heating & Cooling
Heating System: Geothermal
Insulation: Lazzell Insulating
Cabinets: Bear Creek Custom Mill Works (Carthage)

Some safety essentials to help keep your 
home safe from electrical fire and shock 
hazards from Safeelectricity.org:
□ Electrical wiring – Wiring defects are 
a major cause of residential blazes. Check 
periodically for loose wall receptacles, 
loose wires, or loose lighting fixtures. 
Listen for popping or sizzling sounds 
behind walls. Immediately shut off and then 
professionally replace light switches that 
are hot to the touch and lights that spark or 
flicker.
□ Electrical outlets – Check for loose-
fitting plugs, which can be a shock or fire 
hazard. Replace missing or broken wall 
plates so wiring and components are not 
exposed. If you have young children in the 
home, install tamper resistant outlets or 
cover unused outlets. 
□ GFCIs (Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupters) – Make sure GFCIs are 
installed in your kitchen, bathrooms, 
laundry, workshop, basement, and garage 
as well as on outdoor outlets. Test them 
monthly to ensure they are working 
properly.

□ Plugs – Do not remove the third prong 
to make a three-prong plug fit a two-
conductor outlet. Avoid overloading outlets.
□ Cords – Make sure cords are not frayed 
or cracked, placed under carpets or rugs, or 
located in high traffic areas. Do not nail or 
staple cords to walls, floors, or other objects.
□ Extension cords – Use them on a 
temporary basis only. They are not intended 
as permanent household wiring. Make sure 
extension cords have safety closures to 
protect young children from shock.
□ Light bulbs – Check the wattage to 
make sure light bulbs match the fixture 
requirements. Replace bulbs that have 
higher wattage ratings than recommended 
on the fixture. 
□ Circuit breakers/Fuses – Fuses 
should be properly rated for the circuit 
they are protecting. If you do not know the 
correct rating, have an electrician identify 
and label the correct size. Always replace a 
fuse with the same size you are removing. 
Check that circuit breakers are working 
properly.

□ Appliances/Electronics – If an 
appliance repeatedly blows a fuse, trips 
a circuit breaker, or has given you an 
electrical shock, immediately unplug it and 
have it repaired or replaced. Look for cracks 
or damage in wiring and connectors. 
□ Service capacity – As you continue to 
upgrade your home with more appliances 
and electronics, your home’s electrical 
service capacity may become overburdened. 
If fuses blow or trip frequently, you may 
need to increase the capacity of your 
electrical service or add new branch circuits. 
A qualified electrician can determine your 
home’s appropriate service requirements.

Home Electrical Safety Checklist

GFCIs 
should be 
installed in 
all locations 
near water.
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Homeowners: Joe & Cheryl Schutte
Pictured: Kelsey, Joe, Cheryl, and Ashley
Occupations: Joe - Farmer and store manager at Martin 
Sullivan Quincy location; Cheryl - Formulations Specialist 
at ADM Alliance Nutrition
Move-In Date: March 2013
Square Footage: 3,000 sq. ft.

 “Brad Graham and Gene Klauser are very good 
to work with and their quality of work is second to 
none. 
 We selected geothermal because efficiency was 
what we were looking for along with the quietness 
of operation.
 Concord Cabinets was very good to work with 
for our kitchen and bathroom cabinets. 
 Brinkman Plumbing also did a great job.”

Builder: Graham & Klauser Construction
HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating & Air Conditioning
Heating System: Dual Zone Geothermal

Cabinets: Concord Cabinets
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing

Schutte

 Many Adams Electric members 
participate in a load control program. 
The program allows the Cooperative to 
reduce the total amount of electricity 
used by its members (as a whole) during 
times of high electric demand, such as 
the hottest days of the summer. The 
load control program runs year round 
(typically May through October for air 
conditioners). 
 Members who choose to participate 
in the program allow the Cooperative 
to control their central air-conditioning 
units and electric water heaters. In 
return, these members receive a reduced 
rate or monthly credit for their electric 
heating, cooling and water heating.
 During load control, all central air 
conditioner compressors are cycled 
a maximum of 15 minutes “on” and 
a maximum of 15 minutes “off,” but 
the fan is allowed to run at all times. 
Electric water heaters are turned “off” 
for the entire interruption.
 In order to perform load control, 
the Cooperative installs a load control 

receiver (also referred to as a “switch”) 
at the member’s home. If you are unsure 
whether you are participating in load 
control, look for a receiver similar to the 
example shown at right located near the 
condensing unit, the main meter or by 
the water heater.
 Load control can take place at any 
time year round. Nearly 40% of Adams 
Electric members participate in load 
control making it impossible to notify 
everyone when an interruption 
will occur. 
 However, if you participate in any 
of our load control programs (CHC, 
LM-CAC or LM-CWH), you can 
determine when we are controlling by 
looking at your receiver. A red or amber 
(yellow) light(s) means the Cooperative 
is performing a load control. A green 
light means we are only testing the 
receiver. No light is normal and means 
we are not interrupting. This information 
should help answer your questions 
during load control periods. 
 If your breaker is turned off and 

then back on due to an outage or home 
repairs, the red light on your control 
switch will remain on for 15 minutes. 
If the light does not go out after 15 
minutes, contact the Cooperative.
 If you have additional questions, 
please feel free to call the Cooperative 
and we’d be happy to assist you. Call 
Adams Electric Cooperative at (217) 
593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

To identify 
an interrup-
tion, look 
for a red 
or amber 
light(s) in 
this area.

A green 
light means 
we are only 
testing the 
receiver. 

No light 
is normal 
and means 
there is no 
interruption 
taking place.

Load Control:  What is it and how does it work?
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Homeowners: Korey & Olivia Powell
Occupations: Korey is a licensed plumber for Brinkman Plumb-
ing. Olivia is a Claims Examiner for BlueCross BlueShield. 
Move-In Date: December 2012
Square Footage: 1,808 sq. ft.
Builder: Graham & Klauser - Foundation; Kevin Hammond 
Construction - Framing

 “We know Kevin Hammond through friends, so he was an easy choice. Both Graham & Klauser 
Construction and Kevin Hammond Construction were easy to work with, fast and very knowledgeable. 
We would recommend both construction companies.
 Bruening Heating and Air Conditioning was great to work with and explained the operation of our 
new heat pump. We have been pleased with our new system; it has been really efficient and we have not 
had any trouble. 
 We would recommend Brinkman Plumbing, Marold Electric, Kitchen & Bath Gallery, Midwest 
Paints and Doors-N-More. All of these contractors did exceptional work.”

HVAC Contractor: Bruening Heating & Air Conditioning
Heating System: Heat Pump 
Plumbing: Brinkman Plumbing
Electric: Marold Electric
Cabinets & Counter Tops: Kitchen & Bath Gallery
Paint: Midwest Paint
Windows: Doors-N-More

Powell
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by Anastasia Tihanovich, age 10
My dream house is located in the mountain valley of 
Colorado. My dream house would be built from natural 
and ecological materials such as wood and stones. In my 
dream house, the windows would be big because I love to 
observe and enjoy nature, and the windows will provide a 
lot of light that would help to save the electricity. All the 
windows and doors in my dream house would be energy 
saving. Also my dream house would have geothermal and 
solar systems. The electrical accumulators will be charged 
by solar panels during the daytime, and automatically 
switch the LED lights on at night. The walls, attic, and 
basement will have energy saving insulation to prevent 
heat from going away at winter and keep house cool at 
summer. The roof will have solar-powered venting fans to 
vent excessive heat out from attic space. A swimming pool 
will be used at summer time for cooling and for accom-
modation of family activities. Also a swimming pool will 
be used as a large thermal accumulator to collect thermal 
energy during daytime and release it at night to heat the 
house. All the trash and waste will be recycled and also 
used to make a bio fuel to heat the house and for my cook-
ing. My living room will have a cupola glass roof and can 
be open to see the stars thru a telescope. 

by Jakob Vincent, age 8
My dream house would be on an island for privacy. I would go fish-
ing for my food and eat coconuts from my coconut tree. I would get 
electricity from solar panels on the roof so I could have lights, a T.V. 
and other electric appliances.

For this year’s New Home Issue, we asked kids, ages 
5-14, to draw their dream house. A written description 
was required but parents were allowed to help the little 
ones put their thoughts on paper. Employees of Adams 
Electric judged the contest. There was a tie so we are 
showcasing five winners, in no particular order. Winners 
received a goodie bag of surprises! Congratulations to 
our winners! Enjoy! All of our entries can be found on 
our website at: adamselectric.coop. We had several re-
ally creative kids with some adorable entries so be sure 
to check it out! (199674-001)
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Find all of our creative 
entries online at: 

adamselectric.coop

by Lawrence Lavon Troyer, age 13
On the back side of the house I have a large porch with a 
picnic table and resting chairs. In the lawn I have swings for 
the children, etc. I have flower beds beside the house and a 
sidewalk too. The back side is faced toward the west, so I can 
watch the sunset and relax. On the front side, I have a porch 
with a colorful railing, and a driveway to park my vehicles. 
I have 5 windows in the front of the house and 2 windows 
upstairs. I have side railings in front of my house (to keep 
my children from falling off), and a flowerbed in front of my 
kitchen. I have 2 large chimneys in my house, one for the fire-
place in the livingroom, and the other for my oven. I have 3 
rooms on the right of the livingroom office, hunting and fish-
ing supplies and a bedroom. On the left I have 2 rooms and a 
hallway to connect the kitchen and the livingroom. I have my 
supply room and my chair and table room. In the hallway, I 
have a bathroom and opposite I have a laundry room. In the 
kitchen I have an oven, microwave, coffee maker and a sink 
with a counter.

by Reagan Hinkamper, age unknown
This is the house I want to live in when I get older because 
it’s big and pretty. I like decorations because it makes it like 
a house someone would want to live in. The basketball hoop 
is for entertainment for if you’re bored. The yard has chairs, 
a fire pit, stepping stones to the front door, flowers, bushes, a 
tree house, and a dog house. My deck has chairs, a table, and 
on top of the table is flowers and a candle. My house also has 
a chimney. My favorite part about this is the lawn chairs with 
the fire pit. This house is special to me. I hope you like it too.

by Krista Beadles, age 12
I chose my two story ranch 
style house to be blue because 
it seemed dreamy. It has four 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a big 
kitchen and living room and many 
closets. During the summer there’s 
chairs on the porch so we can en-
joy the fresh air. Behind the house 
is a garage and swimming pool. 
This is what I want my house to 
be like someday.
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Homeowners: Dave & JoAnne Ferrill
Occupations: Dave - Human resources at Dot Foods and has 
been there 31 years; JoAnne - Bower Associates Realtors for 
the same time
Move-In Date: April 2013
Square Footage: 2,110 sq. ft.
Builder: Rick Mathewson
HVAC Contractor: Scranton Heating & Cooling

 “We had seen several of Rick’s construction jobs and knew he had the qualities we wanted in 
a builder. Rick was easy to work with and was good about making suggestions that enhanced the 
finished home. The stone work and finish work was the icing on a solid frame that should carry our 
home well into the next century.
 We were sold on geothermal from the very beginning as JoAnne’s house had it and she has been 
around many homes with it in the real estate business. Scranton was local and personally known to 
us and professionally known as a quality installer at a fair price. John and Casey were very easy to 
work with and very professional in all manners. We were interested in the economical operation of 
geothermal and were sold on the quiet operation with more even temperatures. We went with 4 zones 
to take advantage of economy and comfort. We have been pleased with all of these points so far!
 Waterkotte & Sons Construction are top-notch concrete contractors and easy to work with. 
Current Electric did a fantastic job at a fair price. Knuffman Plumbing is fast and efficient, doing 
really neat work. Jeff Green installed our carpet and did a great job with it. Andy Dugan was our 
custom cabinet maker who does fantastic work. We don’t think you could go wrong with any of 
these contractors!” 

Advice: 
“Spend a lot more time researching 

and deciding what you want or don’t 
want than you do in the building pro-
cess. Look at lots of plans and homes 
to help you decide what you want. Sit 

down with contractors and discuss 
the pros and cons of different systems, 

features and methods.”

Heating System: Geothermal
Concrete: Waterkotte & Sons Construction
Electric: Current Electric
Plumbing: Knuffman Plumbing
Carpet: Jeff Green
Cabinets: Andy Dugan

In January 1939, the Cooperative was already 
beginning to find ways to better serve our 
members. The Board requested $5,000 from 
REA for twenty Wiring Plumbing loans to 
members.
 Also, in January, our first rate schedule 
was adopted. In 1939, members would pay 
$3.50 per month for the first 45 kWhs or less, 
and $0.04/kWh for the next 45 kWhs. Mem-
bers paid an additional $0.75/
KVA for transformers above 5 
KVA. The Cooperative even of-
fered a controlled water heater 
rate.
 Max Weinberg, Adams 
Electric’s first attorney, had the 
job of securing the deed for the 
Co-op’s first substation. The 
property belonged to Miss Anna 
Stern, a teacher in a mission in 
the Yukon Territory, Canada. 
Max sent the deed in November 
1938. All mail had to be carried 
to the mission by dogsled. It 
wasn’t until January 1939 when 
the signed deed would return. 

Our story continues. . .

YearsYears

Did you know? 
The 1940 Live Line News (first 
issues of our newsletter) is now 
online! Visit www.adamselec-
tric.coop/liveline1940 to read 
the newsletter as it appeared to 
members during the early days of 
electricity.

 During the January 1939 board meeting, 
the Cooperative hired a bookkeeper, Loren 
H. Henry. The bookkeeper would be paid 
$80/month. 
 Check back next month as we visit 
February 1939.
Below: Pictured is the home owned by Anna Stern who 
deeded the land for Adams Electric Cooperative’s first 
substation. This home was located near the west end of 
Route 24, also known as the Ursa “Y”. It would be the 
first home electrified by Adams Electric in March 1939. 
This photo was taken at a later date during an auction. 



Maynard

Homeowners: Luke & Melissa Maynard
Occupations: Luke - Finance Manager at Little Jess in 
Quincy; Melissa - Teacher at Greenfield School in Ursa
Pictured: Melissa, Ayla, Luke & Brody
Move-In Date: July 2013
Square Footage: 2,250

 “We heard a lot of really great things about J & N Construction and were 
very pleased the first few times we met with them. We really liked how they were 
able to incorporate our ideas with their ideas to give us just what we wanted. They 
were also very good about getting everything done in a timely manner!
 Our general contractor selected Keck and they helped us choose geothermal 
by sharing the advantages and benefits of the system. So far, we think geothermal 
has been very efficient. It has helped us save money on our electric bill. 
 We were very impressed with Kevin Bangert (Quincy Kitchen & Bath) while 
selecting our cabinets and countertops. He was able to go over several options 
with us while keeping us close to our budget. He has a lot of knowledge about the 
products and made us feel confident in our selections.”

Advice: 
“If you are going to go over budget on some-
thing, make it be on the things that you can 

not change after your house is built.”

Builder: J & N Construction
HVAC Contractor: Keck Heating & Cooling
Heating System: Geothermal
Cabinets & Countertops: Kitchen & Bath Gallery
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Heating System: Geothermal
Concrete: Waterkotte & Sons Construction
Electric: Current Electric
Plumbing: Knuffman Plumbing
Carpet: Jeff Green
Cabinets: Andy Dugan
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Homeowners: Jeremy & Amy Norton
Occupations: Jeremy is the principal and Amy is a teacher 
at Beardstown Christian Academy.
Move-In Date: November 2012

 “I was the general contractor. I am not necessarily a carpenter. I 
am just a guy who had a dream, one day, to build my own home. If I 
didn’t know how to do something, I simply asked. 
 Toland, Inc. was recommended by a family friend. 
 I have used geothermal before in another house and it is a very 
cost effective way to heat a large space. 
 I would recommend Kirk Rawlings for concrete work. 
 Adams (Electric) came in quickly and set new poles. The work-
ers were very professional and easy to talk to.”

Advice: 
“Do not go cheap on insulating your home. 

Use 2x6 framing, quality windows, and plenty 
of insulation. It may cost a little more up front, 
but will save in the long run. Oh, and always 

take the advice of your wife.”

Norton

Square Footage: 1,792
Builder: Jeremy Norton
HVAC Contractor: Toland, Inc.
Heating System: Geothermal
Concrete: Kirk Rawlings
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24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.



Homeowners: Garen & Angie Henderson
Occupations: Garen - BNSF Railway and Army National 
Guard; Angie - SIU School of Medicine (Quincy Family 
Medicine) and Township Clerk for Richfield Township.
Move-In Date: June 2013
Square Footage: 1,937 sq. ft.
Builder: Jim Stupavsky Construction

 “We chose Jim Stupavsky Construction for several reasons. First and foremost, they have a  reputa-
tion for building an excellent home. We have known Jim and Cheryl personally for many years and felt 
like they would help us through the process of being a first time builder with ease. They answered all of 
our questions, and had several suggestions when it came to building a completely handicap accessible 
home.
 We had already decided that Geothermal was the right choice for us. We knew the upfront cost 
would be higher, but in the long run felt like we would save money. We can already see a difference! Pe-
ters was recommended by Jim and Cheryl for their reputation, and they have worked together previously. 
We have talked to several other home owners who suggested geothermal if we planned on living in the 
home for quite some time. We love the system, as it takes care of itself, and there is a constant tempera-
ture throughout the house. 
 We worked with Kevin Bangert (Kitchen & Bath Gallery) and he made several suggestions to our 
plan to make it the perfect kitchen for our family. He was wonderful to work with. 
 Clint Gooding (Midwest Paints & Home Center) was an excellent source when discussing the par-
ticular hardwood we wanted. He was great to work with, and very helpful, always doing his best to make 
the customer happy.
 Tom Schuette was the mason who laid our brick. He showed us different patterns to choose from and 
was meticulous with what we chose. 
 Adams Electric was always helpful every time I called with a question regarding our new construction. 
They were wonderful to work with, and we are happy with their services!”

Advice: 
“Plan ahead! Study your 
floor plans and what you 

really want before you even 
talk to a contractor. 

It is much easier to have 
everything planned ahead 

than to change things 
while you are 

in the process of building. 
We had everything 

planned out 
before we started.”

HVAC Contractor: Peters Heating & Air Conditioning
Heating System: Geothermal
Cabinets: Kitchen & Bath Gallery
Carpet & Hardwood Flooring: Midwest Paints & Home Center
Brick: Tom Schuette

Henderson
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ELECTRIC CO-OPS WERE 
CONSTRUCTED WITH 
LINES, POLES 

AND THE FOOLHARDY 
NOTION THAT WE ALL PROSPER 
BY HELPING EACH OTHER.
Today, the spirit of community that co-ops were built upon 
continues to thrive. And as members we can all lend a 
hand to one another by saving energy. Learn how at 
TogetherWeSave.com.

TOGETHERWESAVE.COM
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Homeowners: Kent & Lisa Daggett
Occupations: Kent - Concord Cabinets; Lisa - Blue 
Cross Blue Shield
Move-In Date: January 2013
Square Footage: 
1,850 sq. ft.

 “We went with an I.C.E. (insulated concrete forms) 
Block home which has an R-value well over 50.”

Daggett Advice: 
“Research everything before you start construction. 

This will help eliminate surprises.”

Builder: Chatfield Construction
HVAC Contractor: Chandler Heating & Air
Heating System: Air-to-Air Heat Pump
Carpet: Darin Doran
Electrical: Current Electric

Many folks dread the coming of the heat-
ing season because they remember high 
heating costs of winters past. Even though 
financial resources may be very limited 
for some, almost everyone can afford to 
do something to help lower their heating 
bills. 
 I remember an elderly couple whose 
only income was from Social Security, but 
the two of them were determined to make 
their house more energy efficient.
 Their house had no ceiling insulation 
at all. They decided to buy two bags of 
cellulose insulation each month, and the 
husband would spread that insulation in 
the attic using a garden rake. I became 
aware of this when he called my radio 
show and told us that they were finally 
finished insulating the attic and how they 
did it.

Say Goodbye to the Cold
Energy Efficiency Tips by Doug Rye

 Well, it took the caller about 15 
bags of cellulose insulation to provide 
a R-19-rated ceiling insulation for the 
couple’s 900-square-foot house. At that 
time, a bag of cellulose insulation cost 
about $5 for a total cost of $75. So it took 
about seven and a half months to finish 
the job. The payback was probably about 
one cold winter and one hot summer. At 
today’s price, the cost would be about 
$150, but the payback would probably 
still be about one year. This took place 
about 12 years ago, so the family has 
probably saved at least $900 for a $75 
investment. The preceding real-life story 
is a perfect example of how most energy 
efficiency improvements are investments. 

The return on invest-
ment is a more com-
fortable home, with 
lower utility bills.

 The recommended amount of insula-
tion for an Illinois attic is R-43. Attic 
insulation is much like a quilt on a bed. 
If you are cold, the first quilt helps a 
whole lot. The second quilt may help a 
little more, and, if it is deer camp cold, it 
may take three quilts to really be warm. 
However, it is the very first quilt that 
does the most good. Likewise, it is the 
first inch of insulation that gives the most 
benefit. So, simply buy as much insula-
tion as you can afford up to the recom-
mended amount. If you can only afford 
three inches of cellulose (R-13), then 
buy three inches and be proud that you 
did what you could do. If you want help 
determining the feasibility of installing 
insulation at your house, you may call 
me at 501-653-7931. Time for me to go 
Christmas shopping! 

Doug Rye, a licensed architect living in Saline County 
and the popular host of the “Home Remedies” radio 
show, works as a consultant for the Electric Cooperatives 
of Arkansas to promote energy efficiency to cooperative 
members statewide. Source: Rural Arkansas Magazine
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Builder: Chatfield Construction
HVAC Contractor: Chandler Heating & Air
Heating System: Air-to-Air Heat Pump
Carpet: Darin Doran
Electrical: Current Electric

January 2014  •  Adams Outlet  •  New Home Issue  •  19

Sophomores/Juniors: 
Learn how you can win a free trip 

to Washington, D.C. at: 
www.adamselectric.coop

Enter by February 7 & you could win a $25 prepaid debit card!
Final deadline: February 21



Your meter 
is attached 
to your home 
with overhead 
wires...
When the metering 
is on a member’s 
house, the overhead 
wire to the top of 
the mast and the 
connection are 
the Cooperative’s 
responsibility. The 
meter base, mast, 
service wires, 
ground wire and 
ground rod are 
the member’s 
responsibility. In 
a new service, the 
metering equipment 
is set up by the member’s electrician before 
service is connected. The meter base is purchased 
from the Cooperative.

Your meter connects from your home 
to a pad-mounted transformer...
The Cooperative is responsible for the pad-mounted 
transformer and the underground line running to the 
meter. The member is responsible for the meter base. 
The meter base is purchased from the Cooperative.

These examples illustrate the most common 
residential services. In some cases, the set-up may 
look different. If you are unsure of what is your 
responsibility and what belongs to the Cooperative, 
please give us a call at (217) 593-7701 or toll free 
(800) 232-4797.

At Adams Electric Cooperative, we take fast, reliable 
service very seriously. We know how important it is to 
you to have an electric utility you can count on.

It is also important for you to understand that we 
can only fix what belongs to the Cooperative; that 
is, everything before the service point. You are 
responsible for everything after the service point. 
What’s the service point? In general, the Cooperative 
is responsible for everything before the meter and the 
member for everything after. For a typical residential 
service, this is the case. However, to better understand 
the “service point,” please look at the illustrations 
provided.

Your meter is 
on a pole near 
your home...
The Cooperative 
is responsible 
for the meter, the 
connection at the 
top of the pole, 
the pole, ground 
wire and ground 
rod. The member 
is responsible for 
the meter base, 
breakers, the wire 
running up the pole 
and the service wire 
running from the 
pole to the house. 
The meter loop is 
purchased from the 
Cooperative.

What’s Mine? What’s the Co-op’s?


