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Find your 
account #
One account # is hidden inside this issue. 
If it’s yours, call us and you’ll receive a

 $10 bill credit.
* Credit must be claimed by 12/31/15.

Ten $2,000
Scholarships

Available
Page 6



Thank you so much for your approval of my 
application for the Penny Power grant for 
our Comprehensive Youth Services program. 
I appreciate the trust you place in our 
therapists and caseworkers to help children 
succeed in school. 
 Thank you again for your partnership in providing 
these vital services to children. We are honored to have your 
support. Best wishes to you and Adams Electric Cooperative.
Sincerely,
John W. Hirner, MSW, Executive Director
Cornerstone

The Community for Christ Assistance Center would like 
to thank Adams Electric and the members who round up 
their bills each month for the Penny Power Grant of $375 
to support the 7th annual Back to School Fair for students 
in Community District #3. With the continued support that 
we receive from the community and generous donations 
like yours, we will be able to supply over 400 students with 
school supplies, shoes and backpacks that they need to have a 

successful 2015-2016 school year. 
Thank you,
Betty Allen, Director
Community for Christ
Assistance Center

On behalf of the Quincy Family 
YMCA, I am writing to thank you for 
the recent $375 donation received 
by the YMCA to be used for the 

purchase of a climbing wall in the Kids Fit Zone.
 The Quincy Family YMCA appreciates your support of 
the YMCA as we are focused on youth development, healthy 
living, and social responsibility.
Sincerely, 
Amy Adair, Development Director
Quincy Family YMCA

Thank you for your generosity in donating $400 towards 
an iPad for my classroom. The iPad will provide my third 
graders with many opportunities for learning. It will also 
offer differentiated instruction and practice for my learners. 
Students will be much more engaged with this technological 
advancement in education. I truly appreciate your funding for 
this electronic tool. 
Sincerely,
Lynn Rakers, 3rd Grade Teacher
Payson Seymour Elementary

I want to extend my sincere thanks for your contribution to 
the new sign for CUSD #4 in front of Unity High School. I 
encourage you to drive by the high school and see what you 
helped fund. It is community minded people and groups such 
as yourself that help keep our schools, organizations and 
other non-profit groups going. 
Paul Bealor, Unity Sports Club

2  •  Adams Outlet  •  December 2015 December 2015  •  Adams Outlet  •  3  

by Butch Passley
Meter Technician

Having worked at 
Adams Electric 
Cooperative for over 
41 years, I’ve seen a 
lot of changes in the 

design of meters and the equipment used 
to test them. 
 There are two main types of meters – 
the single phase meter and the polyphase 
meter.
 Polyphase meters are used on all 
three phase service. One of the first 
polyphase meters was heavy, long and 
had three disks under the cover with one 
register. In 1938, that same meter was 
designed to read the same load with only 
one disk. Over the years, the design of the 
register that records usage has changed. 
The register went from a dial readout to 
an electronic readout still using the same 
meter design with a disk. 
 Now, polyphase meters are all 
solid state and the same meter can be 
used on different types of services. The 
meter register can be programmed with 
a computer to register kilowatt hours 
at different times, forward and reverse 
kilowatt hours (kWh), kilowatts (kW), 
apparent power hours (kVAh) and other 
measurements. 
 The early single phase mechanical 
meter had a disk and a mechanical 
register to record kilowatt hours. Later 
on, an electronic demand register was 
installed on the meter but it still used the 
mechanical kilowatt hour register. 
 Then came AMR. A module was 
installed on the mechanical meter so the 

meter could be read back at the office. As 
time went on, the mechanical meter was 
replaced with the solid state meter. The 
register can now be programmed the same 
as a polyphase meter. 
 Meter manufacturers have also made 
a single phase meter that has a disconnect 
switch. With an AMR module, you can 
disconnect a service without rolling a truck 
which saves the Cooperative time and 
money.
 Testing the meters has changed 
too. Earlier there was a phantom load 
device and an accurate single phase 
meter known as standard with a special 
register that indicated revolutions and 
fractions of revolutions of the disk. You 
would then take the readings and figure 
out the accuracy of the meter and put that 
information on a test card. 
 Today, the test boards are all solid state 
with solid state standards and are computer 
operated. There’s no more figuring out the 
accuracy or putting it on a test card. The 
test results are put in a database where 
we collect the information and check the 
accuracy of the meter. 
 If you are concerned about high 
electric usage, it is very unlikely that it 
would be caused by the meter. Meters are 
very accurate. The accuracy of the meter 
when it leaves the shop is two tenths of one 
percent (2/10 of 1%), between 99.8% or 
100.2%. (Or, think of it as twenty cents for 
every $100.) Most mechanical meters, after 
being out in the field run within five tenths 
of one percent, between 99.5% to 100.5%. 
Most of the time, 99.5% is more likely due 
to dirt. And, even better, the new solid state 
meters are extremely accurate, running 
right at 99.94% to 100.06%.
 For more information on meters, 
read our feature story this month on the 
evolution of meters on pages 8 and 9.

The Advancement of Metering

Outages

The “Adams Outlet” is on Facebook!Click on our link at: www.adamselectric.coop
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Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,400 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

If you choose to disconnect your 

air conditioner in the winter, 

please use the switch outside that 

is mounted on the condensing unit. 

Do not turn off your air condition-

er at the breaker. Doing so sends a 

signal that there is a problem with 

your AMR meter. If you have ques-

tions, call the engineering department at (217) 593-7701.

If you disconnect. . .

When you’re out of power during major outages, we’ll keep you posted!

Make someone’s 

load a little lighter 

and their Christmas 

a little brighter

 . . . with a credit on their electric bill.

Call (800) 232-4797

Pay your bill 24/7online or by phone!
Visit adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Pay Online!

Gift Idea
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Twenty-one grants were approved by 
the Penny Power committee on October 
21. A total of $8,685.00 was granted to 
the following groups/organizations:

• Special Olympics Illinois - $400 for  
 sports equipment
• Seymour Elementary School (3)  
 - $200 for digital camera, $200 for  
 MobyMax tablets and $350 for 
 an iPad
• Transitions of Western IL - $385 for a  
 Snug Vest
• YWCA of Quincy - $500 for 
 supportive services
• Quincy Junior High School - $450  
 toward a Smart board
• Greater West Central Public Library -  
 $400 toward technology upgrades
• Unity Blended ECE Program - $290  
 for classroom rug
• Unity High School Special Education  
 - $300 for Life Skills projects
• The Salvation Army - $750 toward  
 cost of purchasing an automated 
 external defibrillator
• Horizons Social Services - $500 
 for food for food kitchen and pantry

• Toys for Tots - $500 for toys for  
 needy kids
• Seymour High School - $250 toward  
 cost of installing an all weather long  
 jump for track program
• Clayton Fire Department - $450 for  
 fire prevention and education 
 materials
• Monroe Elementary School - $560 for  
 iPad and subscription to BrainPOP
• Friends of the Trails - $400 toward  
 cost of footbridge for Klingner Trail
• Immanuel Lutheran Church - $300 for  
 TWEEN TIME program
• Jackson-Lincoln Swimming Complex  
 - $500 for floor mats for locker room
• Community Foundation - $375 toward  
 cost of voice conferencing equipment
• Quincy Catholic Charities - $625 for  
 food pantry and mobile food pantry

The next deadline to apply for a Penny 
Power grant is January 4, 2016. Con-
tact Bill Stalder at (217) 593-7701 or 
bstalder@adamselectric.coop to request 
an application.

Penny Power Grants Awarded

Download our new app to help
fight debit card fraud 24/7!

www.fblbank.com

Charlie Ledbetter and Steve Lindsay of Toys For Tots accept a Penny 
Power Grant for $500 to be used to purchase toys for needy children.

Please, don’t hang signs 
or address numbers on poles!

Remember, linemen have to climb poles. 

Nails and staples put holes in gloves 

and protective sleeves meant to protect 

linemen from energized  power lines.
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48 x 56 x 14  
Gray & Charcoal

40 x 48 x 15
Stone & Burnished Slate

We also o�er building 
packages and metal sales
to the contractor and
do-it-yourselfer.

Adams Electric Cooperative’s directors 
and general manager participated in 
several key meetings and training ses-
sions to further their education. 
 Directors Jim Benz, John Kestner, 
Bob Willis, Kris Farwell, Lyle 
Waner, and General Manager Jim 
Thompson attended the CFC Forum 
2015. This year’s forum agenda 
included an outlook on the economy 
and politics, purposeful leadership 
and cyber security. 
 Directors Kris Farwell and Laura 
Meyer attended the 2015 Summer 
School for Directors. Both directors 
completed five courses to complete 
their required education for their 
Credentialed Cooperative Director 
Certificate (CCD). The classes attended 
included: Director Duties and Liabili-
ties, Board Operations and Process, 
Financial Decision Making, Under-
standing the Electric Business, and 
Strategic Planning. 

 Directors Becky Barlow and Alan 
Acheson attended the CoBank 2015 
Energy Directors Conference. The 
event featured experts on the economy, 
energy policy, global trends and chal-
lenges, and the political environment.
 Directors Alan Acheson, Becky 
Barlow, Roger Busen, John Kestner, 
Laura Meyer, Lyle Waner, Bob Willis, 
and General Manager Jim Thompson 
attended the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperative’s 74th Annual 
Meeting. During the meeting, Meyer, 
Barlow and Waner attended “How to 
Evaluate and Improve Board Perfor-
mance”. Meyer received credit toward 
her Board Leadership Certificate. 
The course provided the final credits 
needed for Barlow to complete her 
Board Leadership Certificate. Waner 
received continuing education credits 
for attending. 
 The 2015 NRECA Regional Meet-
ing was attended by Directors John 

Co-op Directors & Staff Continue Education
Kestner, Alan Acheson, and Becky 
Barlow. Acheson completed a course 
called “Strategic Technologies and 
Their Impact on Today’s Cooperative”. 
Barlow attended “Communicating the 
New Energy Landscape”. Both 
directors received continuing 
education credits. 
  Adams Electric Cooperative is a 
member of Touchstone Energy® — an 
alliance of more than 700 local, con-
sumer-owned electric utilities around 
the country. Adams Electric Coopera-
tive is committed to providing superior 
service based on four core principles: 
integrity, accountability, innovation and 
commitment to community. The co-op 
serves more than 8,626 members over 
2,229 miles of line in parts of Adams, 
Brown, Hancock, McDonough, Pike 
and Schuyler counties. For more infor-
mation visit www.adamselectric.coop. 
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Aside from the poles and wires, the 
electric meter is probably the most 
recognized part of your cooperative’s 
delivery system. This device is an inte-
gral part of the objective Adams Elec-
tric Cooperative has in providing the 
highest possible quality electric service 
at the lowest possible cost. Without the 
meter, we would be forced to rely on 
less reliable and less equitable methods 
of calculating the cost of each mem-
ber’s electric service.
 Like all technology, the electric 
meter has evolved over the years. The 
original style of meter would make 
a watchmaker proud. It relies upon 
an intricate set of gears to accurately 
measure the amount of electricity 
used in the same way a mechanical 
watch relies on its gears to tell time. 
Many members will recognize the flat 
spinning dial, its black mark rotating 
under the glass cover and the set of 
dial hands moving. So, how does this 
electro-mechanical type of meter func-
tion? 

 The rotating disk is mounted to 
a geared vertical shaft set between a 
pair of electro-magnets. The flow of 
electricity through the meter causes the 
magnets to power up, and their interac-
tion makes the disk rotate. The speed 
of rotation depends on the amount of 
electricity used at the time. The shaft 
meshes with the gear train that turns 
the dial hands. The first dial registers 
in increments of single kilowatt hours 
(kWh), the next dial registers 10 kWh, 
then 100 and so forth up to 10,000 
kWh. 
 Highly accurate and reliable, the 
drawback to the mechanical meter is 
that a human must read the consump-
tion and input it into a billing system, a 
process both time intensive and suscep-
tible to human error.
 The next major evolution of the 
meter came with the introduction of 
an electronic module. This module is 
added to the mechanical meter just 
described. It reads the rotations of the 
meter’s flat dial and captures that data 

Internet, members may drive the devel-
opment of a new generation of meters 
that can also communicate with their 
smart phone, tablet or PC. Seems like 
we’ll have to wait and see, but it should 
be interesting. Rest assured, Adams 
Electric Cooperative will make the best 
use of available technology to control 
costs, render accurate bills and keep 
your service quality high.

Tom Tate writes on cooperative issues 
for the National Rural Electric Co-
operative Association, the Arlington, 
Va.-based service arm of the nation’s 
900-plus consumer-owned, not-for-
profit electric cooperatives.

Watch a video about the automatic meter!
Visit “Adams Electric Cooperative” 
on YouTube.com

by Tom Tate

in memory. At regular intervals, this 
module reports consumption via the 
power lines or radio signals to the elec-
tric co-op’s offices where it is automati-
cally entered into the billing system. 
This advancement eliminates human 
error and greatly reduces costs for the 
cooperative. 
 The all-digital meter reflects the 
current stage of meter evolution. As the 
name suggests, there are no longer any 
gears and rotating disks. Using elec-
tronics, the meter measures the use of 
electricity, stores the data and reports 
that data in the same manner as the 
electronic module. In a little homage to 
the original spinning disk, many digital 
meters replicate that feature with a se-
ries of horizontal bars that march across 
the face of the display. 
 So where will meters go from here? 
It seems that the next step in meter 
evolution will depend largely upon 
how far the smart home develops. As 
ever more appliances, devices and even 
light bulbs become accessible via the 
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The Youth to Washington Contest is open to all area 
high school sophomores and juniors (members and non-
members). Up to 34 finalists will travel by charter bus to 
Youth Day in Springfield on April 13, 2016. 
 During Youth Day, students will tour the Capitol, 
visit the Abraham Lincoln Museum and meet students 
from across Illinois. At the end of Youth Day, after 
brief interviews, four winners and two alternates will be 
announced!    
 Winners will travel by charter bus June 10-17, 2016 
for an all-expense paid tour of Washington, D.C.
     Students will create lasting memories and friendships 
during the week-long tour! They’ll visit the Civil 
War Battlefield at Gettysburg, the National Cathedral, 
Smithsonian Museums, George Washington’s home, 
Supreme Court, Kennedy Center, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Holocaust Museum, among many other 
sites. They’ll also enjoy a special twilight Potomac River 
Boat Cruise. 

Find an application at: 
adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Do you know a high school sophomore or junior 
who might be interested in this once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity? Send us their name and address along with 
your name. Feel free to tell us why you think they would 
make an excellent candidate for Youth Tour. Mail your 
nomination to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric Cooperative, 
PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320 or send an email to: 
ldotson@adamselectric.coop

Download the free app from your app 
store to get started. Search for “Power 
Pal” or “Adams Electric Power Pal” in 
the app store and click install. Once you 
enter your account number in the new 
app, you’ll be able to report outages, 
receive outage updates and notifications 
for planned 
outages. Use the 
“View Outage 
Map” to identify 
areas out of 
power. Check 
the “News & 
Info” section 
for special news 
updates.

Do you have our 
app for outages?

Download 
our outage 

app for 
your phone 
or tablet! 
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Homemade
Peanut Butter Cups
Submitted by Laura Dotson
1 cup creamy peanut butter
1/4 cup unsalted butter
1/4 cup brown sugar
1 1/4 cup powdered sugar
4 cups milk chocolate chips
1/4 cup vegetable shortening

Line a mini muffin tin with paper 
liners; set aside. Line a cookie sheet 
with parchment; set aside. In a 
medium saucepan, combine peanut 
butter, butter and brown sugar over 
medium heat. Heat until completely 
melted and starting to bubble a little, 
stirring constantly. Remove from 
heat. Add powdered sugar 1/4 cup at 
a time, stirring after each addition. 
Set aside and let cool. Meanwhile, 
melt chocolate chips and shorten-
ing together in microwave on 50% 
power in 30 second increments, until 
completely melted, stirring after 
each burst. Using a small cookie 
scoop, spoon melted chocolate into 
the bottom of each lined muffin cup. 
Refrigerate. Use a heaping teaspoon 
to scoop out the peanut butter mix-
ture. Roll it into a ball, then flatten it 
slightly into a disk. Place on cookie 
sheet. Once finished with all of the 
peanut butter, refrigerate for about 30 
minutes. Place peanut butter patty on 
top of each chocolate-lined muffin tin. 
Warm up remaining chocolate again in 
microwave. Using a spoon, add more 
melted chocolate to cover each peanut 
butter patty. Refrigerate again for 30 
minutes, then they’re ready to serve! 
Store in the refrigerator. You can keep at 
room temperature in an airtight con-
tainer if you’re going to serve them the 
same day. (204105-003)

Chocolate Chip Cupcakes
with Cookie Dough 

Buttercream
Submitted by Laura Dotson

1 1/2 cups cake flour
1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1 3/4 cups sugar
2 1/2 tsp. baking powder
1 1/2 tsp. salt, divided
1 cup butter, cold, cut into small cubes
3 sticks softened butter
4 eggs
1 1/2 cup + 2 Tbsp. milk, divided
3 tsp. vanilla extract, divided
6 oz. mini chocolate chips plus more 
 for sprinkling
3/4 cup brown sugar
3 1/2 cups powdered sugar

Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two 
muffin tins with paper liners. In a large 
bowl or the bowl of a stand mixer, 
whisk together flours, sugar, baking 
powder, and 1 tsp. salt. Add 1 cup cold 
butter, cut into small cubes, and mix 

until the mixture 
resembles coarse 
crumbs. Add the 
eggs one at a 
time, beating well 
after each addi-
tion. Combine 1 
1/2 cups milk and 
2 tsp. vanilla in 
a measuring cup, 
and add about half 
of the milk mix-
ture to the flour 
mixture. Beat until 
well blended and 
smooth. Add the 
other half of the 
milk mixture, and 
beat until smooth. 
Fold in chocolate 
chips. Fill paper 
liners 2/3 full and 
bake 20 minutes or 
until a toothpick 
inserted into the 
center comes out 

clean. Let cool in pan for a few minutes 
and then remove to a cooling rack to 
cool completely.
 In a large bowl, combine the butter 
and brown sugar. Beat until light and 
fluffy. Add 1/2 tsp. salt, 2 Tbsp. milk, 
and vanilla and beat to combine. Add 
the powdered sugar and beat until light 
and fluffy. Pipe onto cooled cupcakes 
and sprinkle with mini chocolate chips.

Caramel Corn (Microwave)
Submitted by Becky Luttrell

2 bags microwave popcorn 
1 cup brown sugar
1 stick butter
1/4 cup karo syrup
1/2 tsp. baking soda

Cook 3 minutes on high. Stir and cook 
2 minutes longer. Add baking soda and 
stir. Pour over popcorn in brown paper 
bag. Cook 1 1/2 minutes in bag and 
shake. Cook again 1 1/2 minutes. Shake 
and pour on flat surface. Let cool.

Homemade
Peanut Butter 

Cups



Normal Hours: 
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Mon 10am - 6pm, Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10am - 6pm * Saturday 9a.m. - 12p.m. 
www.brueningheating.com or www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair 
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Salvation Army 
Ring-A-Bell 5K Run/Walk
Dec. 5 (10-11am), Quincy Mall 
through Moorman Park. All 
proceeds benefit The Salvation 
Army Christmas 2015 Campaign. 

John Wood 
Community College 
Financial Aid Night
Dec. 10 (6:00-7:30pm), Quincy 
High School. Program will provide 
students and parents info about 
procedures to apply for financial aid 
for all 2-year and 4-year college-
bound students. 

Mt. Sterling 
Winter Festival
Dec. 11 (5-8pm), Uptown Mt. 
Sterling. Family fun activities & 
contests. (217) 773-3416

Paint Your Own Pottery
Dec. 12 (10am-12pm), Quincy 
Art Center, 1515 Jersey. Get 
creative and paint some pottery. No 
reservation required. First come, 
first serve. 

Heather’s Tumble-N-Tap
Presents “Christmas 
at the Movies” 
Winter Dance Recital
Dec. 12 (2pm & 6pm), Brown 
Co. High School Auditorium. 
$5 at the door. (217) 248-8790 
heatherstumblentap.com

Free Blood Pressure 
Screening
Dec. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 (10:30am-
1pm), Lobby of Quincy Senior and 
Family Resource Center, 639 York. 
Held every Thursday. Sponsored by 
Community Care Systems, Inc. 

The Winter Wonderettes
Dec. 3-6, Quincy Community Theatre. 
Let Missy, Suzy, Betty Jean, and 
Cindy Lou help you ring in the 
holidays. For tickets, call 
(217) 222-3209 

Camp Point’s 
Christmas in the Village
Dec. 4 (4-8pm), Camp Point. 
Businesses will be holding open 
houses with free snacks. Scavenger 
hunt w/maps available at Bodyworks. 
Grinch at Whoville, Santa, lighted 
parade, crafts and shopping. 

Christmas in Versailles
Dec. 5 (6am), Old Versailles Grade 
School. Pancake breakfast & Santa. 
(217) 779-1778

Homemade Donuts
Dec. 5 (8:30am-5pm), Homestyle 
Foods, 1244 E. 3000th St., Clayton. 
(217) 894-6820

Kiddie Bazaar
Dec. 5 (8:30-11:30am), Salem 
Church in Quincy, Methodist Church 
in Camp Point, and Payson Seymour 
Grade School. Opportunity for kids 
K-5 to buy and wrap affordable gifts 
for their family. (217) 224-6971

Cooks Night Off
Dec. 17 (4-6pm), Quincy Senior and 
Family Resource Center, 639 York. 
Enjoy fried chicken or roast beef w/
two sides plus dessert for $7. Dine in 
or try the fastest drive thru in town. 

Timewell Christmas
Dec. 17 (6:30-8pm), Timewell 
Community Center. Santa will be 
visiting. (217) 773-3700

The Nutcracker
Dec. 18-20, Quincy Community 
Theatre. Kaiser Dance ballet 
performance. For tickets, call (217) 
222-3209

Hearsay Country 
Music Band
Dec. 19 (7-9:30pm), Senior Citizen 
Center, Pittsfield. Last country music 
band at center until March 2016. 

Mt. Sterling United 
Methodist Church 
Christmas Meal
Dec. 25 (11:30am carryouts/12:00pm 
meal), United Methodist Church, 
Mt. Sterling. Free Christmas 
meal for community. Carryouts & 
transportation can be provided. (217) 
653-2722



YOUR 
ELECTRICITY
ISN’T 
SOMETHING
WE TAKE LIGHTLY.

Before you switch on the lights, we’ve already put up the poles, 

connected miles of wire and flipped more than a few switches of our 

own. All to make sure your life is always “on.” Learn more about the 

power of your co-op membership at TogetherWeSave.com.


