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Annual Meeting Brings
Big Crowd Despite The Rain
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Find your
account #
One account # is hidden
inside this issue. If it’s yours,
call us and you’ll receive a

10 bill credit.

$

* Credit must be claimed
by October 31, 2018.

www.adamselectric.coop

We can’t thank you enough for selecting us to
receive a Penny Power grant. The students
were overjoyed when they saw the props we
purchased for the house area. The materials/
props enhanced their role-playing skills,
interactions among one another, as well as their language
skills. Without your support, we would not be able to purchase
all the materials we need to help our students grow socially
and academically.
Sincerely,
Kay Tate, Early Childhood and Family Center

Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701
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Mission Statement:

“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
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Change Your
Batteries

Daylight Saving
Time Ends

November 4 at 2 a.m

.
Remember to set your
clocks
forward 1 hour.
This is also a good
time to change the
batteries in your
smoke alarms!
ct. . .

If you disconne

“I love my

Truck”

We asked members what
makes their truck special.
Rob Wilber shared this
photo of his Chevy pickup.
Rob will be receiving a $5 electric
bill credit for his entry.
This is my 1951 Chevy pickup. I did a four year
frame-off, nut and bolt restoration on it. I did
all the work myself from the bare frame
to the paint and interior.
Editor’s Note:
~ Rob Wilber
Sharp looking
truck, Rob!
Thanks for
sharing!
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Best Christmas
Memor y

Board of Directors:
President
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Vice President
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Treasurer
Kris Farwell..................... Plymouth
Secretary
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Director
Alan Acheson................... Rushville
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
Director
Laura Meyer......................... Liberty
Director
Tom Travis........................... Payson
Director
Jim Ward...................... Mt. Sterling
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,700 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.
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Tell us about your
favorite Christmas
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79th Annual Meeting
by Jim
Thompson PE

members gathered around the stage
listening more intently to the music.
We received many positive comments
General Manager
from members who enjoyed Tim’s
performance.
The Cooperative
The members enjoyed many vendor
celebrated its 79th
displays,
a great meal of grilled pork
Annual Meeting
chop
sandwich
prepared on site by
with its members
the
Butcher
Block,
many activities for
on Wednesday,
the
kids
–
bounce
houses,
ring toss,
September 5, 2018.
face
painting,
and
shaved
ice.
It was
The weather was a concern all day.
great
to
see
all
the
members
and
share
We debated on switching it to Central
with
them
at
this
special
event.
We
High School. With all the preparation
try to make it a family atmosphere so
and set-up completed, we hated to
everyone can have a great time. I really
change the location. We feel it is a
enjoy visiting with the members. The
much better meeting at the park. We
annual meeting provides an opportunity
would not have been able to have the
for all the employees and directors to
activities and vendors if we switched
enjoy one-on-one conversations with
locations. Plus, getting the word
our members.
out last minute would have been a
President Lyle Waner presided
challenge. The weather kept holding
over
the meeting. During the business
out, and it appeared the storm would
meeting,
three incumbent directors were
stay to the west and north. We took
elected
to
three-year terms – Jim Benz,
the chance and were fortunate for a
Roger
Busen,
and Rebecca Barlow.
short time. The good news is that we
A
big
thank
you to the employees
were able to have the meeting. The
for
the
hard
work
preparing for and
bad news is we had to cut the business
ensuring
that
everything
runs smoothly
meeting short. We wanted to make
throughout
the
evening.
A
special
sure our members were safe and able
thanks
to
Bill
Stalder
and
Laura
to get out of the grass parking area
Bergman for coordinating the event.
without getting stuck.
A big thank you to the Community for
Just remember, if we ever have
Christ Assistance Center who helped
a rainout, the meeting is moved to
serve the meal and the Sportsman Club
Central High School or Junior High.
Marty Cook and his staff have always for helping with parking.
We consider the annual meeting
been very gracious.
a
very
important event at which the
We had 410 registered members
members
have the opportunity to vote
and served about 1,000 plates of food.
for
who
represents
them on the Board
Thanks to all the members that braved
of
Directors.
The
elected
directors
the weather and showed up for the
are
members
just
like
you
with local
event.
interests
in
mind.
The directors had a table at the
For more details on the annual
Annual Meeting advising members
meeting,
please see the feature article
how to get more involved in their
on
pages
8 and 9. If you have never
Cooperative. Members coming by the
been
to
the
Cooperative’s Annual
table could learn more about automatic
Meeting,
please
mark it on your
bank draft. Those who signed up or
calendar
for
next
year. It is always the
who were in automatic bank draft and
first
Wednesday
following
Labor Day
visited the booth were eligible to win
weekend
which
will
be
September
4
a $100 bill credit. (Darlene J. Padgett
next
year.
If
anyone
has
any
suggestions
was the winner.) Automatic bank
drafting is the least expensive way for on how we can improve the annual
the Cooperative to have members pay meeting, please send me an email at
jthompson@adamselectric.coop or call
their electric bill.
me at 1-800-232-4797.
Tim Hart provided the
entertainment. With the rain, many
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KNOW
WHAT
TO DO

if in an Auto Accident
with Power Lines
If the car you are in hits a
utility pole, your vehicle
and the surrounding
area can become
energized.

Even if you do not touch lines
or equipment, you can still be
killed or seriously injured.

1. Do NOT leave the car,
and warn others to stay away.

2. Call 911 to have
the utility notified.

3. Wait until a utility professional
has told you it is safe.
The only reason
to exit the vehicle is

if it’s on fire.
If the car is on fire, jump clear
of the vehicle: with feet together,
and without touching the car and
the ground at the same time.
Continue to

hop away

with your feet together
as far as you can.
Learn more at

Electrical
Safety Tips
For Large

Equipment
Operators
Operating large equipment is a dangerous job. Among the many
dangers, is the threat of electric shock. Safe Electricity has a quick
checklist of safety considerations for large equipment operators to
keep in mind before beginning any job:
Make a plan each morning. Know where power lines are and
how you plan to stay clear of them.
Keep machinery, equipment, and yourself at least 10 feet away
from overhead power lines in all directions, at all times. Higher
voltage lines require a greater distance be maintained. If you are
uncertain of the voltage, maintain a distance of 18 feet.
Use a spotter to help you stay clear of power lines.
Power lines begin to sag over the years. If sagging power lines
are in your way, do not raise them. Call your utility to fix the
power lines and raise them high enough for you to work.
Weather should be a consideration in your daily plans. Keep in
mind that tall objects could be blown out of control by the wind,
and particles in water are a good conductor of electricity. Some
activities are not appropriate for a damp or windy day.
If you are on equipment that becomes entangled in power lines,
do not step off the equipment. When you step off the equipment,
you become the path to ground and receive an electric shock that
could be fatal. Stay put, call the utility for assistance, and warn
others not to come near the equipment. Then wait for utility
professionals to shut off electricity to the power line and confirm
it is safe to exit equipment.
Be sure everyone you are working with knows proper safety procedures and emergency contacts.
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Advisory Committee
Members Went
“Back To School”
Members of Adams Electric’s Advisory Committee meet
four times per year to discuss programs and new ideas proposed
by the Cooperative. Committee members offer their thoughts
from a member’s perspective.
On August 16, members of Adams Electric’s Advisory
Committee met to learn about one of the Cooperative’s oldest
and longest running programs, Electricity School.
Laura Bergman, Manager of Communications, who organizes the annual Electricity School talked about the history of
electrical education at the Cooperative. “When Cooperatives
were formed, electricity was a new thing. We were teaching
members that it was a good idea to cover their bare light bulbs
with shades to eliminate glare. We taught members how to cook
using an electric range. The things we take for granted today,
weren’t necessarily common knowledge yet.”
The Cooperative was teaching farmers, high school boys,
and housewives the basics while the 4-H program was beginning.
Together, the University of Illinois Extension and Adams Electric

joined forces to teach students about electricity.
Electricity School has been growing strong ever since and Ameren has
partnered to help. The program is held annually at Bailey Park for all students
ages 8-18. The Cooperative looks for ways to get students to return each year
by offering five levels to complete. Advisory Committee members suggested
sending information to schools prior to summer vacation to help promote the
program. They also suggested asking older students to volunteer to help with
the younger classes.
For more information on Electricity School or serving on Adams Electric’s
Advisory Committee, call (217) 593-7701. (901120-001)

Kenneth Yoder
217.322.8953

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324
Fax 217.894.6290

Local, Dependable, & Trustworthy Since 1946

O ‘DO N N ELL’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.
Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating
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217-222-0049 www.odonnellspestcontrol.com
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It’s always a tough call, not only
guessing if it’s going to rain but, if so,
how much? A lot of preparation goes
into the Annual Meeting and moving it
means a lot of last minute changes. This
year, we decided to take our chances
and stick with Bailey Park. For the most
part, the show went on.
Almost 1,000 people (410 registered members and their families) enjoyed a delicious grilled pork tenderloin
meal, some great entertainment, numerous vendor booths and all necessary
parts of the business meeting.
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79th Annual Meeting

Brings Big Crowd Despite The Rain
Journeyman Lineman Austin
Aschemann and Apprentice Lineman
Logan Schutte let kids spin a wheel
for prizes and take pictures with the
lineman photo props. The two linemen
demonstrated pole climbing and gave
members a chance to see their safety
equipment used on the job.
The majority of members had
already eaten or were eating when the
sky let loose. Most scrambled to shelter
house seating and carried on. Many
enjoyed listening to Tim Hart perform
in the large shelter house. Others, in the
vendor tent, were able to visit the many

booths including a few new ones: Aire
Serv, Shelter Insurance, Bower & Associates, and Edward Jones Investments
and many others.
President Lyle Waner, who is serving his final term on the board, provided the welcome for the meeting. Due
to the weather condition and concern
for the safety of the participants, the
agenda was shortened to only conduct
the necessary items.
Cooperative attorney Charlie Burton encouraged members to run for the
Cooperative’s board of directors. Being
a director provides an opportunity for
members to participate in the Cooperative’s decisions and policies.
During the meeting, Jim Benz of
Quincy, Becky Barlow of Clayton,
and Roger Busen of Timewell were
re-elected to the Cooperative’s
board of directors.
Manager of Communications Laura Bergman
introduced Kade Zanger
of Quincy Senior High
School and Lexa Borrowman of Quincy Notre
Dame, who were the
Adams Electric representatives on the annual Youth
to Washington tour held this
past June. The students were
presented with plaques. Due to
a shortened meeting, the students did
not speak but their presentations can be
found on page 10 of this issue.
Bergman drew names for the Mem-

ber Link app contest. Those who downloaded the app and sent a screenshot of
their account prior to the meeting were
eligible to win one of three $100 electric bill credits. The winners were
Lyle Gabbert, Brian Dickhut,
and Todd A. Thompson.
In addition, any member who signed up for the
automatic bank drafting
at the annual meeting
or who was already
signed up and visited
the Director Booth had
a chance to win another
$100 electric bill credit.
Bergman drew the winner,
Darlene J. Padgett.
The Cooperative places
strong emphasis on programs that
benefit the community. One of the most
popular is Penny Power. Through this
program, Co-op members have the option of rounding their monthly electric
bill to the next highest dollar, and proceeds are put into a fund for community
betterment projects. During the meeting, Manager of Marketing/Member
Services Bill Stalder presented a
$400 Penny Power check to Executive
Director Reagan Costigan of the
Quincy Community Theater for its
Student Outreach Program. A total of
$451,109.98 has been distributed since
the program’s inception.
To conclude the meeting,
Manager Thompson thanked
members for their attendance

and drew for door prizes.
Two grand prizes, $250
electric bill credits, were
awarded from Adams
Electric. Grand prize
winners were Robert L.
Leverton and Gary L.
Evans.
Thank you to all
those who attended.
Make plans now to
attend next year’s
Annual Meeting on
September 4, 2019,
when we celebrate our
80th Anniversary!
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A Special Thank you from our Youth Tour Winners

Due to the weather, our Youth Tour Winners were unable to speak at the Annual Meeting. They
sent us their presentations so we could share them with you!
My trip to Washington D.C.
truly was an amazing life
experience. From Arlington
National Cemetery, to the memorials for our fallen soldiers,
and all the incredible museums, this trip really opened
my eyes to what an amazing
country we live in. We are so
blessed to live in a country
where we are given our basic
rights, liberties, and so much
more. In many of the museums
we saw how the United States
has worked to make the world more just for everyone, and
it was amazing to see how passionate the U.S. really is for
fairness and liberty.
This trip also allowed me to learn about cooperatives
and all they do for rural America. I love the fact that you
can see our true American values standing out in our cooperatives today as they continue to help farmers and rural
areas have access to electricity at reasonable prices. I am
so thankful that there are organizations who really care for
the well being of the American people. Cooperatives truly
helped rural America to grow into what it has become today, and in an even more personal way cooperatives have
helped me grow as a citizen and a leader.
Lastly, my trip to D.C. allowed me to make some great
memories and even better friends. I am so happy to have
experienced all that I did on the Youth Tour. I truly owe all
of these experiences to Adams Electric Cooperative, and I
am so happy to have participated in Youth Tour. Thank you
all for your kindness and generosity, these trips would not
be possible without our cooperative members.
Lexa Borrowman, 2018 Youth Tour Winner

My name is Kade Zanger and I am
a senior at Quincy High School.
I am one of the two students who
participated in the Youth to Washington Program this past summer.
I would like to thank everybody that made the trip to Washington D.C. possible. I would
like to thank Jim Thompson for
continuing to support this program
and sending students to learn more
about our country. This trip truly
prepares us for our future and you
cannot get this experience any

other way.
I would also like to thank Laura Bergman for taking all of
the students to Springfield. This is where the trip all began and
led to an unforgettable journey. Thank you to all of the board
members for their support in making this trip possible, and to
all of the work they do to keep this co-op going.
Thank you to everybody that took the time to read my essay and nominate me to go to Springfield for the Youth Day in
the first place. This trip to D.C. could not be possible without
everybody’s contributions and I sincerely thank you for that.
Like I said this trip cannot be matched or forgotten. All
the memorials that we got to see really hit home, but Arlington
National Cemetery had the most impact on me. The ongoing headstones represent all the heroes that gave their life to
improve or protect this great country and this gives you such a
deeper respect that can only be felt if you are there in person.
I was speechless as I took in all the history from the Arlington
House to Tomb of the Unknown and everything else in between
and that feeling of appreciation that I received is why Arlington
National Cemetery was my favorite part of the trip.
This trip really sets you up for succeeding in every possible way, even ways I may not have realized before. All of
the experiences and
knowledge that I gained
from that week in D.C.
will last me for years to
come. I will continue to
promote this program
because it is truly a
once in a lifetime
opportunity and no one
will want to miss out
on it.
I appreciate and am
forever thankful for
everybody’s support in
growing our youth.
Kade Zanger
2018 Youth Tour Winner

WEATHER STRIPPING DOORS
Capturing Energy Savings by Sealing Air Leaks

Save energy and seal air leaks by weather stripping
exterior doors. How do you know if you need to
weather strip? If you can see any amount of light
between the door frame and the ﬂoor, weather
stripping should be applied to eliminate energy waste.
This DIY energy-saving project is relatively easy and
inexpensive depending on the type of materials
selected. The most common weather stripping material
is self-adhesive foam strips, although rubber, vinyl,
metal, or a combination of materials may also be used.

4

3

1 CLEANING SURFACES – Clean the door
1.
and door jamb to be weather stripped. For best
results, weather stripping should be applied to
clean, dry surfaces above 20°F.

2 MEASURING DOOR & DOOR JAMBS – To
ensure greater accuracy, measure your space twice
before cutting the material. It is best to plan for
one continuous strip for each side of the door and
door jamb.
3 CUTTING FOAM – Cut long pieces of
self-adhesive weather stripping material (foam,
vinyl, etc.) for each side of the door jamb and
door.

2
1

4 APPLYING WEATHER STRIPPING – Peel back
the self-adhesive foam. Apply one continuous strip
of material snugly along each side. Make sure the
weather stripping meets tightly at the corners and is
pressed ﬁrmly onto the door and door jamb. The
material should compress tightly between the door
and door jamb, without making it difﬁcult to shut.
SOURCE: Department of Energy
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Creamy Clam Chowder
Submitted by Mary Ann Aden

Easy Thai Chicken
Easy Thai Chicken
Submitted by Bill Stalder

2 Tbsp. unsalted butter
6-8 bone-in, skin-on chicken thighs
1/4 cup peanuts, chopped
2 Tbsp. chopped fresh cilantro leaves
For the sauce:
1/2 cup sweet chili sauce
2 Tbsp. reduced sodium soy sauce
2 cloves minced garlic
1 Tbsp. fish sauce (I used
anchovy paste)
1 Tbsp. freshly grated ginger (I used
powdered)
Juice of 1 lime
1 Tbsp. honey
1 tsp. Sriracha, or more, to taste
Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. To make
the sauce, whisk together chili sauce,
soy sauce, garlic, fish sauce (or anchovy
paste), ginger, lime juice, and Sriracha
in a small bowl; set aside. Melt butter in
a large oven-proof skillet over medium
high heat. Add chicken, skin-side down,
and sear both sides until golden brown,
about 2-3 minutes per side. Stir in chili
sauce mixture. Place into oven and
roast until completely cooked through,
reaching an internal temperature of 165
degrees F, about 30-40 minutes depending on the size of the thighs. Baste with
sauce then broil for 2-3 minutes, or until
caramelized and slightly charred. Serve
immediately, garnished with peanuts
and cilantro, if desired.
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1 lg. onion, chopped
3 med. carrots, chopped
2 celery ribs, sliced
3/4 cup butter, cubed
2 cans cream of potato soup, undiluted
2 cans (6 1/2 oz.) minced clams
3 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 qt. half & half
In a large saucepan, saute the onion,
carrots, and celery in butter until
tender. Stir in potato soup and clams,
undrained. Combine cornstarch and a
small amount of cream until smooth.
Stir in soup. Add remaining cream.
(I use 1 pint of half and half and 1 pt.
milk.) Bring to a boil. Cook about 2
minutes or until thickened.

Gooey Butter Cookies

Submitted by Susan Baumgartner
1/2 stick butter, room temperature
1/4 tsp. vanilla
1 egg
1 pkg. (8 oz.) cream cheese,
room temperature
1 box butter recipe yellow cake mix
Powdered sugar
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Beat butter, vanilla, egg, and cream cheese until
light and fluffy; mix in dry cake mix.
Chill 30 minutes. Drop balls into powdered sugar. Bake 12 minutes or until
golden brown.

Easy Chocolate Pie

Submitted by Kathy Albsmeyer
1 lg. (4.25 oz.) Hershey’s almond
candy bar
18 large marshmallows
1/2 cup milk
1/2 pint whipped cream
1 graham cracker pie crust
Melt first three ingredients in a microwave safe bowl. Add whipped cream.
Pour into pie crust and chill.

Noodle Salad

Submitted by Karen Nieders
16 oz. tri-color noodles, cooked
& drained
1 1/4 cups broccoli, chopped
1 1/4 cups cauliflower, chopped
1 lb. bacon, fried & crumbled
1 red onion, chopped
1 bag shredded mozzarella cheese
1 cup Kraft mayonnaise
1 1/2 cups sugar
6 Tbsp. apple cider vinegar

HIGHLY TRAINED
EXPERTS IN
CUSTOMER
SATISFACTION.

THERE’S A
SCIENCE
TO SILENCE.

Mix noodles, broccoli, cauliflower,
bacon, onion, and cheese. Set aside.
Mix mayonnaise, sugar, and apple cider
vinegar. Pour dressing over noodle
mixture and mix. Chill before serving.
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Meet Your
Employees
We’ve featured our directors. Now,
let’s feature our employees!

Calendar of Events
Tim
Brecht
Manager of
Engineering
& Operations
Working for you
since 2004

Tell us about yourself!
My wife, Donna, and I have
six kids: Heather, Michael,
Matthew, Hannah, Holly, and
Mitchell. I enjoy living out in
the country where I grew up. I
have lots of hobbies. The kids,
school events, and family gettogethers keep us very busy!
When I was a kid,
I wanted to be:
An astronaut
At the end of a long day,
I like to:
Putz around outside on
the farm.
My favorite item of
clothing is:
Black jeans
My favorite meal would
include:
Anything Italian
My most unforgettable brush
with greatness was:
I got to see all three Apollo II
astronauts on stage together.
Describe the best vacation
you ever took:
Watching the Blue Angels
perform over the beach in
Pensacola, Florida.
What was your favorite
thing to play as a child:
Model airplanes
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Hancock County
Flu Clinic

Oct. 5 (9:30-11:00am), Augusta
Senior Center, 518 Main. Flu and
pneumonia vaccines available
by the Hancock County Health
Department. Please bring
insurance card & proof of last
pneumonia shot.

Breakfast & Birding:
Pontoon Programs

Oct. 5 (10am), Argyle Lake State
Park, Colchester. Enjoy breakfast
at the Shanty Shack II on Lake
Argyle with a relaxing pontoon
boat ride. Space is limited. Call
(309) 776-3422 to pre-register.

Read to Cats and Dogs

Oct. 8 (1pm), Quincy Humane
Society, Quincy. This program
helps children get comfortable
reading out loud while giving
affection to shelter cats and dogs.
Call (217) 223-1309 x224 to
reserve your time slot.

The Little Old Lady
Who Was Not Afraid of
Anything Marionette
Puppet Show

Oct. 8 (6pm), Quincy Public
Library. For children of all ages.
For reservations, call (217) 2231309 x 501

Paint Your Own Pottery

Oct. 13 (10am-1pm), Quincy
Art Center. Purchase individual
molded and handmade pots, paint
them and we fire them. Prices
from $2-30 per piece. All ages
welcome.

Harvest Day

Oct. 14 (1-5pm), Round Barn
Museum, Adams County
Fairgrounds. Pumpkins and
produce. Pumpkin painting for
kids. Display of garden tools and
exhibit of ‘Gourds by Julie’. Print
shop demonstrations and chair
caning. Serving donuts and cider.
All ages welcome.(217) 242-4747

Special Needs
Community Bingo

Oct. 17 (6:30pm), Union United
Methodist Church, 1101 State,
Quincy. Bingo for those with
special needs. All ages welcome.
Families, caregiver, or support
staff welcome. Have fun, meet
friends, win prizes. No charge.

Running with Eagles
Wings 5K Run/Walk

Oct. 20 (8:30am), Wavering
Moorman Park. First annual
memorial 5K run/walk in honor of
Brett Miller. All proceeds
support scholarships at QND
and Liberty School District. All
ages and abilities welcome.
Register at Facebook.com/
RunningWithEaglesWings
Cost: $25. (217) 242-0725

Card Party

Oct. 23 (Doors open at 11am,
lunch at noon), St. Rose of Lima
Church Hall, 1009 N. 8th St.,
Quincy. (217) 316-6737

Faith Journey
Trunk or Treat

Oct. 27 (2pm), Faith Journey
Church, 4115 N. 12th, Quincy. Bring
the kids to “Trunk or Treat” and a
hayride. Hotdogs, popcorn, water,
and lots of candy all free of charge.

Community
Trunk-or-Treat

Oct. 28 (4pm), Vermont Street
United Methodist Church, 818
Vermont, Quincy. Kids should come
in costume and be ready to go trunk
to trunk to collect goodies. Serving
smores, cider and more.

Kroc-R-Treat

Oct. 31 (5pm), Kroc Center, Quincy.
Join us indoors for trinkets, candy, a
photo booth, and more. Free event
for kids.

Holy Family
Turkey Dinner

Nov. 4 (11am-1pm), KC Hall,
Mt. Sterling, IL. Turkey, mashed
potatoes, gravy, dressing, green
beans or corn, and dessert.
(217) 440-6696

Deadlines:
Nov. Events.........Oct. 1
Dec. Events........Nov. 1
Jan. Events........Dec. 1

Feb. Events......Jan. 1
March Events...Feb. 1
April Events......Mar. 1

Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247,
Camp Point, IL 62320; call (800) 232-4797;
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop;
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

It’s the time of year to stock up on sweet treats
and fill the yard and home with decorations while
ghosts, goblins and caped crusaders plan their invasion of your neighborhood. As part of the “Teach
Learn Care” TLC campaign, Safe Electricity urges
everyone to make sure your costumed visitors are
kept safe by following some basic electrical safety
guidelines.

Safe Electricity suggests the following to
avoid potential safety hazards:
•

•

Use only lights that have been safety tested and
approved by Underwriters Laboratory (UL). 		
Look for the UL label on the box and on
each string.
Make sure extension cords are in good
condition. Use only UL-approved cords rated to
carry the electrical load you will connect
to them.

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Before plugging in the lights, check each string
for broken sockets, frayed cords, or faulty plugs.
Replace damaged strings.
Keep electric cords out of high-traffic areas.
Don’t staple or nail through light strings or
electrical cords.
Fasten outdoor lights securely to trees, house
walls, or other firm supports to protect the lights 		
from wind damage. Use only insulated staples to
hold light strings in place, not nails or tacks.
Do not attach cords or lights to metal objects.
When decorating outdoors, use only lights and 		
cords rated for outdoor use.
Cords should be plugged into outlets equipped
with ground fault circuit interrupters (GFCIs).
Use a portable GFCI if your outdoor outlets
don’t have them. GFCIs protect you from
electric shocks.
Always unplug lights before going to bed or
leaving your home.
Do not run electrical cords across sidewalks or 		
other walkway areas that could trip or endanger 		
trick-or-treaters.
When decorating indoors, avoid stretching cords
across a room where people or pets can trip over
them or become entangled.

A safe celebration is the best celebration,
and following basic electrical safety guidelines will help you avoid real scares and
keep your memories “boo-tiful” and fun.
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