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call us and you’ll receive a
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* Credit must be claimed 
   by November 5, 2019.



We want to thank you for the wonderful picnic and 
annual meeting on September 4. You all go to such 
great lengths to ensure that everyone is treated 
so kindly. We also appreciate winning our prize! 
As if everything you do isn’t enough – prizes on top of that! 
We think this organization is fantastic, and most of all, 
because of all of you! 
Thank you again,
Dan & Lisa Adams 

The Community for Christ Assistance Center would like to 
thank you for your generous donation of $550 for the annual 

Back to School Fair, where we provided 
school supplies and service for students 
of CUSD #3 and children of CFCAC 
clients. With continued support from the 
community and kind gifts like yours, we 
were able to supply 385 students with the 
classroom supplies, backpacks, coats, 
hats, gloves, and services they need to 

have a successful 2019-2020 school year. We will use your 
generous gift to ensure we are able to provide this service 
again next school year. 
Sincerely, 
Pat Heinecke, Director
Community for Christ Assistance Center

A special thank you to Adams Electric Penny Power from the 
Augusta Library. We are currently making arrangements to 
get our new door installed. We appreciate your support for 
our not-for-profit organization, and look forward to future 
endeavors. 
Thank you, 
Pat Avise, Augusta Librarian

Thank you so much for all of your work that went into sending 
us to D.C.! Everything was absolutely incredible – I had a 
ton of fun. I thank God that I’ve had this opportunity, and I 
hope Adams Electric wil continue to send students on this trip 
for years to come. Again, thank you for all the time that you 
devoted to this program! I greatly appreciate it.
Olivia Rodgers, Youth Tour Winner 2019

Thank you for supporting me in Youth to Washington and the 
rides both ways. I will talk it up to everyone at school and 
hopefully another QND student will have the experience I did. 
Sincerely, 
Paul Cornwell, Youth Tour Winner 2019

Thank you so much for your support of our 13th Annual 
“Meating” the Need Community Service Project. With your 
help, we were able to donate 1,107 lbs. of ground beef to the 
Community for Christ Assistance Center. We met our goal of 
donating a cumulative 13 year total of 10,090 lbs. of ground 
beef to the Center. 
Thanks again,
Central Adams Firecracker 4-H Club
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Electric vehicles 
– who would have 
thought ten years 
ago we would be 
writing a feature 
article on electric 

vehicles? How times have changed! 
Rapid adoption of technology and 
how it has impacted our thoughts and 
buying practices is amazing.  Take 
for example today’s cell phone. It 
replaced cameras, flashlights, gaming 
devices, house phones, etc. It didn’t 
take many years to do it. Now, are 
we in the same position with 
electric vehicles?  

My initial perception was that they 
will never replace the combustion 
engine. Not that I was ever a 
gearhead, but come on… how do we 
replace the roar of the engine? About 
one year ago, I took my first drive in 
an electric vehicle. The vehicle was 
very attractive, had a great cockpit, 
and WOW! The acceleration was 
surprising when I put the pedal to the 
floor. It was very fun to drive. My 

Electric Vehicles
perception changed quickly. I can see 
how these vehicles may be the way of 
the future. (906663-001)

With the advancements in technology, 
many of the worries consumers have 
today will be eliminated. Just last 
week, a published article indicated the 
United States now has its first “gas 
station” that is fully electric. I am not 
sure it should still be called a 
“gas station”. 

In the end, consumers will drive 
the change. If consumers have 
good experiences, the vehicle is 
affordable, is fun to drive, fits into 
their social habits, and creates less 
inconveniences, the adoption rate 
may be very quick. The experts 
are predicting rapid adoption of 
these vehicles. When we look at the 
industry, where are the manufacturers 
investing their money? GM plans to 
go 100 percent electric. Volvo plans to 
offer electric or hybrids only. The list 
goes on and on. The commitment and 
investments of large manufacturer’s 
provide for more than a glimpse of 
their thoughts for the future. To learn 
more about electric vehicles, please 
read the feature article on pages 8-9. 

Thank you very much for helping sponsor our Illinois 
vs. Missouri All-Star Track Meet this year. With your 
money, we were able to purchase a sign that athletes could 
take pictures in front of and we also bought uniforms 
for the athletes that they got to keep to remember the 
meet. We are hoping that being able to provide gifts and 
opportunities like these to the athletes will bring in more 
athletes to compete in future years.
 We were also able to raise $600 for Special Olympics, 
and that is an important part of this meet. 
Thank you again for your support this year,
Nicholas Koetters, Palmyra High School
Illinois vs. Missouri All-Star Track Meet

Thank you so much for the $500 grant as part of the 
Penny Power program. With this support, we were able to 
build a new sheep barn so that fairgoers can truly enjoy 
their experience at the fair. The new building also allows 
for extra storage opportunities in our off season. The 
Adams County Fair is one of the best attended fairs in 
the State of Illinois, and your assistance will help us keep 
providing a great experience for the community.
The Adams County Fair Board of Directors

Thank you for your grant for our Back Pack school supply 
give away. With your contribution, area churches, villages, 
businesses and our church family, 163 Southeastern 
students received a back pack to fill with school supplies. 
Sincerely, 
Donna Harrison, Living Faith United Methodist Church

Thank you for recognizing me with the Glenn English 
Scholarship plaque. My parents were so proud; it was so 
nice of you to include and recognize them as well. I love 
the Adams Electric Cooperative for the opportunities that 
you have given me. They truly changed my life.
Sophia Marcolla, 2016 Youth Tour, IL YLC Representative,
& Glenn English Scholarship recipient

Halloween Costumes

Have you made a homemade 

Halloween costume for yourself, child, 

or pet? Share your fun creations! 

Send us a photo. Include your name, 

the name of the person or pet in 

costume, and a short description. If 

we print your photo, we’ll give you 

a $5 electric bill credit. Mail to: 

Adams Electric, PO Box 247, 

Camp Point, IL 62320 or email: 

lbergman@adamselectric.coop. 

Deadline: November 1, 2019.

Adams Electric will be closed
Thurs., Nov. 28 & Fri., Nov. 29

to celebrate the
Thanksgiving holiday.



The nights the lights came on is a story well repeated in 
Cooperative history. It was a monumental, life changing 
event that improved the lives of every member. Although a 
ground-breaking event like that would be hard to repeat, it is 
easy to lose sight of what is required to keep those lights on. 
 Adams Electric Cooperative (AEC) has a dedicated 
group of employees. From our member service representa-
tives to our linemen, they all have an important part to play 
and they are good at their jobs. The simple act of flipping on 
a switch and knowing power will flow is something we are 
fortunate enough to take for granted. 
 It takes a concerted effort on behalf of many people to 
keep the grid reliable. Today we will focus on our line-
men. During a conversation with an AEC lineman, he told 
me something that floored me. He said his buddies asked 
him what he and other linemen do when there is no power 
outage. He thought they sat around and waited for the next 
outage event. That could not be further from the case. In fact, 
good luck trying to catch one that is not busy.
 Adams Electric Cooperative has been in existence since 
1938 and electric poles started dotting the sides of roadways 
in an ever-increasing fashion as membership grew. Today, 
AEC owns and maintains over 2,200 miles of electric lines 
which serve over 7,300 members with 8,800 services.
 AEC inspects approximately 4,000 poles annually. The 
rejection rate from these inspections is 4-5% (160-200) 
which means these will be removed and new poles put in 
their place. Most of the change outs will never be noticed by 
members as the power is not interrupted. If you do not see 
the linemen in your area, you will not be aware they have 
worked on your lines. With over 2,000 miles of line, 
maintenance is a constant necessity.
 New construction and new service is busy this time of 
year. New houses and/or subdivisions will require power 
and new members will join the cooperative. Some of these 
services will have overhead wires while others will be un-
derground. I talked to a neighboring member the other day. 
He has installed some new grain bins and will be changing 
his current electric service to below ground in order to safely 
operate large machinery.  
 Our linemen are an important part of keeping reliable 
service to our members. When there is an outage, no matter 
the weather, they are headed out to repair the lines as quickly 
and as safely as possible. This is in addition to the regular 
maintenance work that must be completed.
 There is a good reason you do not hear linemen talk 
about their latest game of cards in the breakroom; they 
do not have time. They are out in the service territory 
making sure we do not think about them because our 
power is still on. 
 The next time you see one of our guys, give a 
wave or tell them thanks. Our lives would not be 
the same without them.

with
Director

Kris Farwell

Keeping the Lights On
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Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind To See

High Technology For Low Vision Patients Allows Many To Drive Again

F
or many patients with 
 macular degeneration 
and other vision-related 
 conditions, the loss of  central 
visual detail also  signals 

the end to one of the last bastion of 
 independence:  driving. A Mascoutah 
 optometrist, Dr. Marianne McDaniel, 
is using  miniaturized telescopes that 
are mounted in glasses to help people 
who have lost vision from  macular 
 degeneration and other eye conditions.
 Some patients consider Dr. 
Marianne McDaniel the last stop for 
people who have vision loss, one of only 
a few doctors in the world who  specialize 
in fitting bioptic telescopes to help those 
who have lost vision due to  macular 
degeneration, diabetic  retinopathy, and 
other debilitating eye diseases.
 Imagine a pair of glasses that can 
improve your vision enough to change 
your life. If you’re a low vision patient, 
you’ve probably not only imagined 
them, but have been searching for 
them. Bioptic telescopes may be the 
breakthrough in optical technology that 

will give you the independence you’ve 
been looking for. Patients with vision 
in the 20/200 range can many times be 
improved to 20/50 or better.
 Macular degeneration is the  leading 
cause of blindness and vision loss in 
people over 50. Despite this, most adults 
are not familiar with the  condition. As 
many as 25% of those over the age of 50 
have some degree of macular degenera-
tion. The macula is only one small part 

combination of vitamins experienced 
improved vision after six months.
 While age is the most significant risk 
factor for developing the disease, hered-
ity, smoking, cardiovascular  disease, and 
high blood pressure have also been iden-
tified as risk factors.
 Macular degeneration accounts 
for 90% of new legal blindness in the 
U.S. While there is currently no cure, 
 promising research is being done on 
many fronts. “My job is to figure out 
everything and anything possible to keep 
a person functioning, especially driv-
ing,” says Dr. McDaniel.
 “Bioptic telescopes can cost over 
$2,000,” said Dr. McDaniel,  “especially 
if we build them with an automatic 
sunglass.”
 “The major benefit of the bioptic 
telescope is that the lens  automatically 
focuses on whatever you’re  looking 
at,” said Dr. McDaniel. “It’s like a 
self- focusing camera, but much more 
precise.”
 To learn more about  bioptic 
 telescopes or to schedule a  consul tation, 
give Dr. McDaniel a call. You can also 
visit Dr. McDaniel’s website.

www.lowvisionofsouthil.com

(618) 566-8899
Office located in 

Mascoutah, Illinois

Marianne McDaniel, O.D.

Illinois

A scene as it might be viewed by a person 
with age-related macular degeneration.

of the retina; however, it is the most 
sensitive and gives us sharp central 
vision. When it degenerates, macular 
 degeneration leaves a blind spot right in 
the  center of vision, making it difficult 
or  impossible to recognize faces, read a 
book, or pass the driver’s vision test.
 Nine out of 10 people who have 
macular degeneration have the dry form. 
New research suggests vitamins can 
help. The British medical journal BMC 
Ophthalmology recently reported that 
56% of patients treated with a high-dose 

ADVERTISEMENT

Eleven teams of linemen from 10 electric cooperatives and one 
municipal electric company participated in the 22nd annual 
Lineman’s Safety Rodeo sponsored by the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) on Friday, Sept. 27. The rodeo gives 
linemen the opportunity to showcase their skills in a friendly 
competition with other lineworkers across the state.
 Austin Aschemann, Brennan Caspermeyer, and Logan Schutte 
represented Adams Electric Cooperative at the event, held on the 
Chuck West Lineman Training Grounds at Lincoln Land Community 
College (LLCC) in Springfield. 
 Each year, teams of linemen from Illinois electric co-ops and 
municipal utilities participate in competitive events using skills that 
focus on agility, speed and accuracy. While these skills are part of 
the judging criteria, above all, the linemen are judged on safe 
work practices. 
 Line personnel competed in four team events, three individual 
events and a head-to-head climbing challenge. Team and individual 
events included hurt man rescue, egg climb (linemen climb a 
30-foot pole with a raw egg in their mouth) and an H-structure 
obstacle course. Additionally, teams competed in a crossarm change. 
At the end of the day, individuals competed in a head-to-head 
climbing challenge and were seeded in brackets based on their scores 
from the egg climb. 
 Adams Electric’s team took third place in the Egg Climb and 
   Apprentice Brennan Caspermeyer placed first in  
   the Individual Apprentice Egg Climb. In the 
         H-Structure event for individual apprentice,  
            Austin Aschemann received second place.
              Scores for each event use a   
                100-point scale and are based on
       completion time, proper execution of  
                    the task and safety. Deductions were 
     made to a team or individual’s overall  
    performance score due to mistakes such 
                 as slipping when climbing poles, dropping 
               tools or executing inappropriate procedures  
              or methods.         
         Congratulations to our linemen on  
             their team and individual efforts!

Adams Electric Linemen  
Compete in 

Lineman’s Safety Rodeo

nd
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24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

Some answers to that question are basic: turn down the thermostat a few 
degrees from where you would normally keep it and dress in layers. Keep 
your feet warm and have plenty of extra blankets around.

Most people like to pull up the covers at night when it’s cold outside. Add 
extra blankets, use flannel sheets and a thick comforter so that you can turn 
down your thermostat while you sleep. It also helps to use insulated or lined 
curtains to keep the cold air out; not only in your bedroom, but throughout 
your home.

Other energy-saving tips include:

• Get your heating system regularly maintained and serviced so that it 
 is working at peak efficiency. Remember to change the filter monthly.
• Regularly vacuum or clean vents.
• If you have a fireplace, keep the damper closed when not in use. If you  
 do not use your fireplace, plug and seal the flume.
• Do not heat an empty home. Lowering the temperature by 7 to 10 
 degrees for 8 hours a day can reduce energy costs by up to 10 percent.
• A leaky house is expensive to heat. According to Energy.gov, sealing  
 uncontrolled air leaks can save from $83 to $166 a year. Weather 
 stripping double-hung windows can save $42 to $86 annually. 
 Windows, doors, attics, attic access, outlets, walls and chimneys, as well 
 as pipes entering or exiting your home are common sources of air leaks.
• Let the sun shine in your home during the day to use Mother Nature’s  
 warmth. Close window coverings after dusk, however, to reduce 
 heat loss.
• Run your ceiling fans in a clockwise direction. Doing so will push  
 down and redistribute warm air that naturally rises.
• Consider turning down your water heater to 120 or 125°F. Also install  
 a water heater blanket to help insulate it to give it a step up in warming  
 your water.
• When it comes time to replace your furnace or any part of your HVAC 
 system, consider replacing it with an energy efficient version by 
 looking for the EnergyStar designation.
• Decrease the use of the built-in ventilation fans in your kitchen and 
 bathrooms. In the colder months, they do a good job of transferring heat 
 from inside your home to the backyard. Use the fans only when needed  
 and turn them off as soon as you can.
• Bring in the moisture with a humidifier or research other ways to do 
 that (e.g. well-watered plants, containers of water throughout the home).  
 Dry air makes the air feel colder and increasing moisture in the air  
 causes indoor air to retain more heat.

Contact Adams Electric Cooperative at (800) 232-4797 for more information 
about energy efficiency.

Normal Hours: 
The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Monday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. * Sunday Closed 
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 
 

www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair 

www.brueningheating.com 

One home appliance that seldom gets much of a 
thought is the hot water heater. However, neglecting 
the appliance that we depend on to turn cold water 
into hot can cause serious havoc.
 You may only notice issues with this underap-
preciated appliance at the prospect of a cold shower, 
but a hot water heater that’s improperly installed or 
maintained could cause much more serious conse-
quences than that.
 Once it blows, it could blast off like a missile 
with enough force to lift your house off its 
foundation. Or, you could be sitting on the couch 
binge watching Netflix when suddenly it bursts and 
your ceiling caves in (depending on its location) and 
you have an instant flood and massive mess on
your hands.
 A hot water heater could 
explode or malfunction for 
the following reasons:

•  Sediment buildup in 
    the tank
•  Rust corroding the tank; or
•  Too much internal pressure

How will you know if your 
heater suffers from one of 
these maladies?
        If your hot water makes 
a popping or knocking noise, there could be water 
trapped under the sediment. It is similar to when you 
boil water and it puts pressure on the lid from the 
inside out. To prevent this from happening, flush and 
drain your hot water heater tank once every year.
 If your tap water is a brown, rusty color, you 
may have rust in the water tank. Although hot water 
heaters have something called an anode rod to 
prevent this, it can deteriorate over time. Be sure to 
inspect the anode rod every two years and at least 
annually once your warranty has expired. The 
rod itself should be replaced every four to five years; 
sooner if you have a water softener.
 If your hot water heater’s temperature and 
pressure relief valve (aka T&P) keeps opening to 
release water or it leaks (a sign that your valve is 
bad), you could have a potential bomb-projectile 
combo on your hands. To help prevent too much 
pressure in your tank:
 Set the temperature at 120 to 125 degrees. 
Setting it too high (140+ degrees) causes pressure to 
build in the tank. (Additional benefit: this will help 
lower your energy bill.)
 Test your T&P twice a year (or have it tested 
by a professional) to make sure it is working properly. 
You can find the valve on the top or side of your tank 
(be careful—the water will be extremely hot; it 
is not like the sink or shower when you wait for hot 
water to make its way through the pipes).

For additional information, consult a qualified service 
technician. For more information about electrical 
safety, visit SafeElectricity.org.

Make Sure Your 
Hot Water Heater 

is Safe
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Is an electric vehicle right for you? Let’s take a look. 
 Recent advancements in electric cars are making many 
of us, who had initial hesitation, take a second look. The 
electric alternatives offer many benefits compared to gas or 
diesel vehicles. 
 Many consumers had concerns early on when an elec-
tric vehicle could barely run 100 miles on a charge. Newer 
electric models offer more than twice that, averaging about 
250 miles per charge, with some approaching 400 miles per 
charge. (The Tesla Model S Long Range has a range of 375 
miles on a charge.) That’s much more realistic, especially for 
those of us in rural areas. We’ll touch more on that later.
 Some of the most common electric vehicles (EVs), like 
the Chevy Bolt and the Nissan Leaf cost about $30,000 to 
$40,000 new, but check with your dealer for incentives and 
federal tax breaks. Electric vehicles cost more upfront but 
that cost is coming down. Just like with geothermal systems 
and LED lighting, the long-term savings can outweigh 
the upfront cost. Electric vehicles are typically one-
half to one-third the cost to operate compared to 
gas or diesel vehicles. EVs have fewer moving 
parts than conventional vehicles and require no 
transmission fluid or oil; therefore, you can 
look forward to less maintenance and no more 
oil changes! In addition, the regenerative 
braking system of electric vehicles results in 
less brake wear and longer life than conven-
tional systems.
 Newer batteries now offer longer ranges. 
The basic level-1 battery charger that comes 
with the car plugs into your typical 120-volt 
outlet and is the easiest and least expensive 
option. You can get about 3-8 miles of range per 
hour of charging. If you’re driving about 40 miles 
or less per day, and can charge your EV overnight, a 
level-1 charger should be sufficient. 
 A more powerful and common faster charger can be 
purchased that plugs into a 240-volt outlet (like the outlet for 
a clothes dryer). A level-2 charger can cost $500-700. Unless 
you have one of these outlets in your garage, there will be an 
additional cost for installation, anywhere from $500-2,700, 
depending on the distance from your electrical panel to the 
charging location. However, depending on the amperage of 
the circuit and the power level the EV can accept, you’re 

Keep in mind that just because there’s a charging station, 
doesn’t mean it won’t already be occupied. Charging station 
companies are working fast to fill the gaps in the network.
 On the bright side, the majority of public charging sta-
tions and some private stations are still free. Businesses find 
that installing a charger will bring in business while custom-
ers are waiting for a charge. 
 It may be more work planning trips for long distance, but 
you’ll save a lot of time not filling up at gas stations every 
week for shorter trips. You don’t have a gas station at home, 
but you can plug in your EV in your garage!
 Right now, the registration fee for an all-electric car is 
only $35 for two years. However, electric car owners aren’t 
paying the state gas tax used to pay for infrastructure im-
provements. Be aware that starting January 1, 2020, registra-
tion will go up to $251 per year for an all-electric vehicle to 
cover an electric vehicle owner’s share of road maintenance 
costs.
 One great advantage of an electric car is the reduced 
environmental impact. An electric vehicle has zero emissions.
 EVs must still pass the same safety testing as 
conventional vehicles including some specific EV-related 
safety tests. EVs tend to have a lower center of gravity which 
helps prevent roll over and can improve ride comfort. 
 One concern is that EVs are very quiet and pedestrians 
are less likely to hear these cars approaching. The National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration is addressing this 
concern and may require EVs to emit an audible sound at low 
speeds. Some EVs already have this feature.

 All in all, we think it’s important to take your situa-
tion into consideration. If you have a local com-

mute, an electric vehicle is a really great 
option. If you do a lot of long-distance 

traveling and you can plan ahead 
and aren’t in a rush, an elec-

tric vehicle can save you a lot of money. If you do a lot of 
long-distance traveling and have to get from point A to point 
B in a hurry, you might not want the hassle of planning your 
route. In this case, having a two-car family with a gas car and 
an electric car might work for you. You can use the electric 
car for your shortest commutes and take the gas car on your 
long-distance trips. As more fast chargers are installed across 
the U.S., the long-distance trips won’t be an issue.
 As electric vehicles (EVs) become more popular, there 
are more models to choose from. An electric tractor is already 
in production and an electric pickup and semi truck will be 
available soon. 
 Adams Electric purchased a Chevy Bolt with plans to 
educate members about electric vehicles. 
 The Bolt has a range of up to 255 miles on a full charge. 
It can get 119 MPGe (miles per gasoline gallon equivalent). 
That’s an annual fuel cost of $504, or a savings of $4,483 
over 5 years. (*Actual results may vary for many reasons, 
including driving conditions and how you drive and maintain 
your vehicle. The average new vehicle gets 27 MPG and 
costs $7,000 to fuel over 5 years. Cost estimates are based 
on 15,000 miles per year at Adams Electric’s 11.9¢ 
per kWh rate.)
 Adams Electric’s Chevy Bolt is available for test 
drives with no pressure to buy one (we’re not selling 
them just educating members). If you’d like to 
test drive the Chevy Bolt, call Bill Stalder 
at Adams Electric Cooperative at 
(217) 509-7760 to schedule 
an appointment. 

looking at 18 to 48 miles of range per hour of charging, or 
figure about 250 miles per 10 hours of charging. 
 At public charging stations, drivers can use a level-3 DC 
fast charger and bring the battery up to 80 percent capacity in 
30 minutes. According to South Carolina Living (the publi-
cation by the Electric Cooperatives of South Carolina who 
tested a Chevy Bolt on a long-range trip) plan about an hour 
to get a 150 mile range on a level-3 charger. Keep in mind, 
though, not all cars come standard with this option (about a 
$750 upgrade). 
 Charging stations are growing but still limited. There are 
several apps to help you find chargers and plan trips. South 
Carolina Living recommends the PlugShare app to be the 
best resource for finding public chargers. However, Plug-
Share doesn’t include private charging networks like Green-
lots, ChargePoint, and EVgo, which have their own apps. 
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In 2017, farmers ranked eighth in the list of the 
most dangerous jobs (civilian jobs with highest 
fatality rates) according to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics/U.S. Dept. of Labor. Unfortunately, 
farmers, ranchers and other agricultural manag-
ers rank right below other hazardous jobs such as 
logging, roofing, and steel work.

It is no wonder farmers make that list. As agri-
culturists are well-aware, many dangers are pres-
ent in their long and arduous workdays.

Safe Electricity and Adams Electric Cooperative 
remind farmers that accidents related to power 
and electricity are also possible but in most cases 
they can be prevented. Especially during the 
busy harvest season, take the following steps 
to decrease the chances of an electrical-related 
incident:

• Always use a spotter when operating   
 large machinery near lines.
• Use care when raising augers or the bed of 
 grain trucks around power lines.
• Keep equipment at least 10 feet from lines   
 at all times, in all directions.
• Inspect the height of the farm equipment to   
 determine clearance.
• Always lower extensions to the lowest 
 setting when moving loads.
• Never attempt to move a power line out of 
 the way or raise it for clearance.
• If a power line is sagging or low, call us 
 right away.

If your equipment does hit a power line, do not 
leave the cab. Immediately call 9-1-1, warn oth-
ers to stay away, and wait for the utility crew to 
cut the power.

Although harvest season is a time filled with 
tight deadlines and heightened work stress, take 
the time to consider electrical safety. It could 
save your live or the lives of others.

For more information about electrical safety, 
visit SafeElectricity.org.
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Alfredo Asparagus
Submitted by Laura Bergman

2 lbs. asparagus, trimmed
4 Tbsp. unsalted butter, divided
2 1/2 tsp. all purpose flour
2 cups half and half
2 tsp. garlic salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1 cup parmesan cheese, divided
1/2 cup Panko bread crumbs

Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Spray a 
9x13 pan with cooking spray. Arrange 
asparagus in dish, spacing out as flat as 
possible. In a saucepan on medium heat, 
melt 3 Tbsp. butter. Add flour and whisk 
constantly for 3 minutes or until butter 
just starts to turn golden. Whisk in half 
and half, garlic salt, and black pepper. 
Whisk until sauce just starts to thicken 
then remove from heat. Sprinkle in 1/2 
cup parmesan and whisk until cheese is 
melted. Pour sauce evenly over aspara-
gus. Bake, uncovered, at 400 degrees 
for 15-18 minutes, depending on the 
thickness of asparagus. While the casse-
role is baking, melt 1 Tbsp. butter. Mix 
in bread crumbs, stirring until evenly 
moistened, then stir in 1/2 cup remain-
ing parmesan cheese. Halfway through 
baking, sprinkle the bread crumb 
topping evenly over the casserole then 
return it to the oven to finish baking. 
When asparagus has reached desired 
doneness, broil for 2-3 minutes or until 
bread crumbs are golden brown.

Easy Pumpkin Fudge
Submitted by Jan Barnhardt

1 1/2 cups sugar
2/3 cup evaporated milk
1/2 cup pumpkin puree
2 Tbsp. butter
2 tsp. pumpkin pie spice
1 tsp. salt
12 oz. white chocolate chips
2 cups mini marshmallows
1 tsp. vanilla

Line 8x8 pan with foil and spray with 
cooking spray. In a sauce pan, combine 
sugar, milk, pumpkin, butter, salt, and 
pumpkin pie spice and heat at medium 
heat. Bring to a boil and let boil 12 min-
utes. Stir often. Remove from heat and 
stir in chips, marshmallows, and vanilla. 
Pour into foil lined pan. Chill until set. 

Pumpkin Muffins
Submitted by Kim Smith

15 oz. can pumpkin
1/4 cup maple syrup
1 egg
2 Tbsp. oil
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cup brown sugar, firmly packed
1 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/2 tsp. salt
1/4 tsp. ground cloves
1/2 tsp. allspice
(2 Tbsp. pumpkin spice may be used in 
lieu of cinnamon, cloves, and allspice)

Place the pumpkin, syrup, egg, oil, 
and vanilla in a large mixing bowl and 
mix to blend but don’t overmix. In a 
separate mixing bowl, blend together 
the rest of the ingredients. Add the dry 
ingredients to the pumpkin mixture and 
mix until blended. Pour into muffin tin 
lined with liners sprayed with cooking 
spray. Bake at 350 degrees for approxi-
mately 20-30 minutes or until toothpick 
comes out clean and tops are slightly 
springy. Makes about 18 muffins. Deli-
cious with honey butter spread on top 
while warm!

Date Pudding
Submitted by Linda Allen

1 pkg. of dates, cut in pieces
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 cup boiling water
1/2 cup butter
1 1/2 cups sugar
1 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp. cinnamon
1 cup nutmeats, chopped
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs

Sauce:
2 cups brown sugar
2 Tbsp. flour
2 cups water
1 tsp. vanilla
1 Tbsp. vinegar
1 Tbsp. butter
1/8 tsp. salt
Cool Whip, optional

Sprinkle baking soda over dates. Add 
boiling water and butter. Mix sugar, 
flour, and cinnamon. Add to date mix-
ture. Add nuts and vanilla. Bake at 350 
degrees for 45 minutes in 9x13 pan. 
Cool. Combine brown sugar, flour, and 
water in a saucepan. Bring to a boil. 
Add vanilla, butter, and salt. Cool. 
Serve over date pudding. Add Cool 
Whip, if desired.
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Alfredo Asparagus

Brownies:
When baking brownies from 
a mix, try using half the water 
called for on the box and make 
up the difference with raspberry 
syrup. It makes the brownies 
very moist and gives an 
added flavor!

High school sophomores 
and juniors!

Adams Electric is accepting 
applications for the 2020 Youth 
to Washington Contest. Up to 34 
finalists will travel by charter bus 
to Youth Day in Springfield in 
March 2020. 
 At the end of Youth Day, after 
brief interviews, four winners and 
two alternates will be announced!  
 Winners will travel by charter 
bus June 19-26 for an all-expense 
paid tour of Washington, D.C.
     Students will create lasting 
memories while visiting the Civil 
War Battlefield at Gettysburg, the 

National Cathedral, Smithsonian 
Museums, George Washington’s 
home, Supreme Court, Kennedy 
Center, Arlington National 
Cemetery, the Holocaust 
Museum, among many 

other sites. 

Find an application at: 
adamselectric.coop

or call (800) 232-4797

Want to Cut the Cable Cord?

STREAMING TV
WE MAKE

QUICK &

EASY

®

Repair, Maintenance, and Setup for 
all your technology needs

A limited number of seats are 
available, so register now by calling

217-214-3423

Our classes have saved over 200 customers 
an estimated $140,000 annually so far. 

That’s an average of $700 per home!

Join us at one of our FREE upcoming classes at our 
Quincy office located at 3555 N. 24th Street on: 
      ■ October 30 at 2 p.m.         

 ■ November 6 at 3 p.m.

 ■ November 12 at 2 p.m.     

 ■ November 13 at 10 a.m.
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Golden Lions Club 
Biscuits & Gravy 
Breakfast
Nov. 16 (6-10:30am while 
supplies last), Golden Village 
Hall, 309 Quincy St., Golden. 
Biscuits, gravy, sausage, and 
eggs. Raffle. Free will offering 
and proceeds go to projects to 
better the community. Bring used 
eyeglasses, hearing aides, and 
cell phones. (217) 696-2391

Special Needs 
Community Bingo
Nov. 20 (6:30pm), Union United 
Methodist Church, 1101 State, 
Quincy. Bingo for those with 
special needs. All ages welcome. 
Families, caregivers, or support 
staff welcome. Have fun, meet 
friends, win prizes. No charge. 

Friday Night Bingo
Nov. 1 (5:30-7pm), Mt. Sterling 
YMCA. Adults invited for a fun 
night of bingo. Entree provided but 
participants may bring a side dish 
or dessert to share. Some prizes 
provided, but an unwrapped “white 
elephant” gift is appreciated. (217) 
773-2230

Salem Holiday Bazaar
Nov. 2 (8am-1pm), Salem Church 
Fellowship Hall, Quincy. Free 
admission. Craft & handmade 
items, baked goods, home canned 
items, goat milk soap, lotions, 
wax melting pots & wax, floral 
arrangements & cemetery flowers, 
Tupperware, pecans, place mats 
& more! Booth space available. 
(217) 222-3286 

Triumphant Quartet 
at the Mill
Nov. 2 (6pm), Historic Golden 
Windmill, Golden. Awarded 
favorite artist of the year for 2018 
and favorite quartet 10 years in 
a row. Everyone invited. Freewill 
love offering. Pulled pork, chicken 
salad sandwiches, and other 
concessions starting at 4pm. (217) 
593-7455

Crossroad Country Opry
Nov. 2 (7pm), Unity High School, 
Mendon. Shows first Sat. of the 
month thru May. $7.50 in advance, 
$8 at the door. (217) 242-0972

Golden Turkey Dinner
Nov. 3 (11am-1pm), Golden 
Community Center, Golden. 
Turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, corn, green 
beans, jello salad, bread, dessert, 
and drink. Adults: $10, child (6-
12): $5, Ages 5 & under: free. 
Carry-outs available (no waiting at 
south door). Sponsored by Trinity 
Lutheran Church. 

Holy Family Church 
Turkey Dinner
Nov. 3 (11am-1pm), KC Hall, Mt. 
Sterling. Turkey, dressing, and 
all the trimmings. Carryouts only. 
Adults: $10, child (5-12): $5, under 
5: free. (217) 440-6696

Mary S. Oakley - Lee 
Lindsay Artist Showcase
Nov. 22-Jan. 10, Quincy Art Center. 
Annual showcase of works by local 
artists. 

Quincy Service League
Holiday Gift Show & Sale
Nov. 23 & 24 (Sat. 10am-4pm, Sun. 
11am-4pm), Oakley-Lindsay Center. 
Over 100 merchants. Handcrafted 
items, decor, jewelry, garden, hand 
blown glass, woodworking, and 
more! $3 adults, $2 seniors, $1 
6-12, Under 5 are free. No strollers 
please. (217) 242-4988

Every Christmas 
Story Ever Told 
(And Then Some)
Nov. 29-Dec. 1, 5-8, Quincy 
Community Theatre. (217) 222-3209

Calendar of Events

Deadlines:
Dec. Events........Nov. 1 March Events...Feb. 1
Jan. Events........Dec. 1      April Events......Mar. 1
Feb. Events.........Jan. 1      May Events.......Apr. 1
Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247, 
Camp Point, IL  62320; call (800) 232-4797; 
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop; 
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

217.322.8953
Kenneth Yoder

Fax 217.894.6290

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324

St. Joseph Church 
Annual Trap Shoot
Nov. 3 (Trap shooting from 12-
4pm, card playing from 12pm-
12am), St. Joseph Church, 1435 
S. 1500th St., Quincy. Bacon and/
or turkey prizes for trap shooting 
and card playing. Two traps 
available for shooting. One trap for 
less experienced shooters. Young 
shooters encouraged to attend. 
Lunch and refreshments available.  
Everyone welcome. Each round 
$3. (217) 885-3203

QHS Fall Musical 
“Cinderella”
Nov. 6-10 (Wed.-Sat. 7:30-10:30, 
Sun. 2-5pm), Quincy Senior 
High Theater. Spaghetti supper 
prior to the Friday and Saturday 
performances. (217) 224-3774

Quincy Craft 
& Christmas Market
Nov. 8-10 (Fri. 5-8pm, Sat. 10am-
5pm, Sun. 10am-4pm), Oakley 
Lindsay Center. Shop local artists 
& small shops under one roof. $3 
admission, children 12 & under 
are free. (217) 223-1000

Gem City Rock Club’s 
Mineral, Rock, and 
Fossil Show
Nov. 9 (10am-5pm), Quincy Mall. 
Free admission. (217) 434-8655

Veterans Parade
Nov. 9 (10am), Starts at 12th & 
Maine to 5th & Maine. Support 
our local veterans, active duty 
veterans, and their families. 
Request a parade application 
by emailing Krista Snyder at 
rksnyd@att.net

Quincy Lifestyle Market
Nov. 14 (5-8pm), KC Hall, 
700 S. 36th, Quincy. Free 
admission. Shop a variety of small 
businesses and vendors in time 
for the holidays.  




