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Find your 
account #
One account # is hidden 
inside this issue. If it’s yours, 
call us and you’ll receive a

 $20 bill credit.
* Credit must be claimed 
   by May 5, 2020.
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We would like to thank Adams Electric
Cooperative for the $400 Penny Power 
grant awarded to the Community Foundation
in April of 2019. This grant was used to 
help facilitate the upgrade of our office
telephone system. As our staff has grown the need 
for individual voice mail, interoffice paging and quality 
telephone technology is vital for us to perform our 
daily jobs.
Catherine Bocke Meckes, Chief Executive Officer
Heath Richmond, Chief Community Officer

The Community for Christ Assistance 
Center expresses our gratitude for your 
generous grant of $450 to be used for 
hygience products. We believe this to be 
a great asset to families in need. 

 Thank you again for helping the 
CFCAC continue to put faith in action, 

a community of Christian people committed to providing for 
the needs of the people. 
Sincerely,
Pat Heinecke, Director
Community for Christ Assistance Center
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www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”Try our app!

Electricity School

Save the Date!

Electricity School
for ages 8-18:

June 10
Details on Page 5

• Report outages
• View an outage map
• Pay your bill
• Track usage and more!
Learn more at:
adamselectric.coop

by Jim 
Thompson PE, 
General Manager

As we deal with 
the new realities 
brought on by the 
coronavirus, I want 
to assure you that we 

are here to help. We have always had an 
Emergency Plan that has served us well 
in a variety of circumstances, from ice 
storms and tornadoes to flooding. Early 
in this crisis, we implemented our plan 
with the addition of the recommended 
social distancing measures. As always, 
emphasis is on providing reliable 
electric service to our members. 
 So far, this is exactly what has 
happened. We know that after a 
sufficient supply of food and water, 
electricity is the number one thing 
you need to maintain some sense of 
normalcy as we hunker down in our 
homes.With that in mind, keeping the 
power flowing is job one for everyone 
involved in maintaining the electric 
distribution system. We thought you 
might want to know some of the steps 
we have taken in order to keep your 
power flowing.
 We have separated our line crews 
from other employees and even 
from each other to limit possible 
spread of the virus. Vehicles have 
been assigned to each employee with 
only one employee to a vehicle. The 
employees located at the Mt. Sterling 
Service Center will be isolated 
from the employees in Camp Point. 
Camp Point field personnel are not 
allowed in the Camp Point office. All 
work assignments will be provided 
electronically. Camp Point line 
personnel are starting and ending at 
different times to keep them 
separated at the beginning and 
end of the workday. 
 Most of our office personnel are 
working from home.With today’s 

Our 
Emergency
Plan 
is in Action

technology, they can work from 
home and continue to take care of our 
members’ needs. If you call, phones 
will be answered as always. We are 
limiting employees’ in-person contact 
with members based on an “as needed” 
basis – mainly for emergencies. When 
employees do have to go to a member’s 
premise, come to the office, or ones 
reporting to the office, we practice 
isolation and social distancing. We have 
also stepped up the disinfecting of the 
offices and especially the surfaces that 
may be touched regularly.
 We have closed our lobby to 
prevent the spread of the virus. Instead, 
we are encouraging members to use our 
drop box, online (adamselectric.coop or 
Member Link app) and phone payment 
options. If you need help or want to 
try one of the online methods, please 
contact us and we will help you 
through the process. We understand 
these are difficult times for many of 
our members. If you have concerns, 
please contact us so we can work 
with you.  
 Our coronavirus plan is dynamic 
and continues to evolve to strike the 
right balance. We are in contact with 
other electric cooperatives in Illinois 
and with the Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives, which in turn 
is working closely with our national 
association. 
 So far, it is working well, and 
everyone is adapting to the new norm. 
This situation is different than other 
emergencies we have faced but having 
experience in emergencies has helped 
us to continue to provide reliable 
service to our members.
 Our focus here is on doing our part 
to keep your life as normal as possible 
through this situation and beyond. 
 All the best to everyone. Stay 
healthy, stay home, and we will get 
through this together.

Members who 

completed our 

March crossword 

puzzle were entered 

to win a $25 electric 

bill credit.  

The winner was: 

Joyce Hibbert

The Bylaws of Adams Electric Cooperative provide 
that nominations can be made by petition of 25 
Cooperative Members. Blank petitions can be obtained 
by contacting the Cooperative office. Directors from 
District #4 (Consisting of Mt. Sterling, Elkhorn, Ripley, 
Cooperstown and Versailles townships of Brown 
County.), District #5 (Consisting of St. Mary township 
of Hancock County; Birmingham, Camden, Huntsville 
and Brooklyn townships of Schuyler County; Bethel and 
LaMoine townships of McDonough County.), and District 
#6 (Consisting of Melrose, Fall Creek, Payson, Richfield 
and Beverly townships of Adams County; Kinderhook, 
Barry, Fairmount and Hadley townships of Pike County.) 
will be elected at the September 9, 2020 Annual Meeting. 
Petitions must be returned to the Cooperative office 
by 4 p.m., June 8, 2020.

Petitions for Director

Board of Directors:
President
Roger Busen .....................Timewell
Vice President
Rebecca Barlow ................. Clayton
Treasurer
Kris Farwell .................... Plymouth
Secretary
Laura Meyer ........................Liberty
Director
Eric Ewing ...................... Rushville
Director
Brent Clair ......................... Loraine
Director
Jim Ward ..................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Tom Travis .......................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz ..............................Quincy 
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE ...............Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton ................ Rushville

Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,800 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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I’m thankful for...

What electrical gadget could you not live without? If we share your item, we’ll give you a $5 electric bill credit. Be sure to include your name and phone number. Mail or email:  Adams Electric, PO Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320 or lbergman@adamselectric.coop. Deadline: September 1, 2020.

What electrical
gadget are you most 
thankful for & why?

Crossword Puzzle

Adams Electric’s office 
will be closed 

Monday, May 25
to celebrate

                    If you have an 
          outage, call (800) 232-4797,
     report it at: adamselectric.coop,
        or on our Member Link app.

Cover Photo:
Adams Electric Journeyman Lineman Brad Smith
practicing pole top rescue training.
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With some preparation and work, you can reduce your 
energy use and save money. Caulking is a good way to block 
many of the air leaks that let outside air in.

The first step is to locate the leaks. There are a number of 
ways to find air leaks in your home. One way is by moistening 
fingertips and running them around doors or window frames to 
feel a draft. This test works best on windy days.

Check around outlets and look for gaps near the dryer vent, 
ducting, chimneys, and faucet pipes. Seal gaps with caulking 
or weather-stripping.

Caulking Can 
Save Money

There are many types of caulk on the market for use on differ-
ent surfaces and in various weather conditions. For instance, 
if using caulk on siding, windows, or doors, appropriate types 
include polymer, silicon/polymer, paintable silicone, and 
butyl rubber.

You will need to prepare the area to be caulked by cleaning it. 
Remove dirt, old caulk, and other particles.

Be sure to read and follow all manufacturer directions. They 
will likely involve cutting the nozzle on the tube of caulk to 
the desired bead size, piercing the inner seal, inserting the tube 
into caulking gun, and squeezing with even, consistent 
pressure during application.

Once you have reduced the amount of air infiltration, you can 
adjust your thermostat accordingly (up in warm weather, and 
down in cold weather) to save money through greater 
efficiency. According to EnergySavers.gov, a 1-degree 
adjustment for an eight-hour period can save up to 1 percent 
on your power bill for that period of time. When family 
members are out of the house, either at work or school, 
and when everyone is in bed at night are great times for 
energy savings.

For more information on ways to make your home more 
energy efficient, visit EnergyEdCouncil.org.

June 10, 2020 9:00 am-11:30 am
Bailey Park, Camp Point

Schedule
8:30-9:00 am   Registration
9:00 am   Welcome & Game
9:45 am   Bucket Truck 
 Demonstration
10:15 - 11:30 am   Workshops

 Level I Extension Cord
 Level II Soda Can Lamp
 Level III Circuits/Switches
 Level IV Wind Turbine Tour
 Level V GIS Mapping/Facility Tour

FYI: COVID-19 – We are proceeding as normal to prepare for the Electricity School in 
June. As we receive updates regarding the health safety precautions, we will respond 
appropriately and may have to change the plans for Electricity School.

We will be sending an email to all 
participants from last year with a link to 
register and a PDF health form to print and 
return. Please watch for this email in the 
coming weeks. 

If your child registered last year, but didn’t 
provide an email, you’ll be receiving 
registration and health forms by mail. 

If you have a child who has never 
attended or attended in past years and 
would like to return, please send your 
email address to: 
electricityschool@adamselectric.coop
to be added to our email list. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Laura Bergman 

at: (217) 509-7761

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension Councils Cooperating
University of Illinois Extension provides equal opportunities in programs and employment.
If you need a reasonable accommodation to attend, call the registration office.
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Youth Day
& Youth Tour

Canceled

Like many other events, the Youth Day in Springfield 
and the national Youth Tour to Washington, D.C. was 
canceled due to the Coronavirus. 
 Typically, the contest is only open to sophomores and 
juniors. However, next year, Adams Electric will be 
allowing the juniors who entered this year to enter again 
as seniors. All sophomores and juniors can also enter next 
year, including the sophmores who entered this year. 
 “Students spent a lot of time preparing for the contest. 
If the National Rural Electric Cooperative and the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives can handle 
additional students, we may consider sponsoring an extra 
student next year. But, obviously, if the majority of co-ops 
across the country decide to do that, the numbers may 
become overwhelming. We’ll do our best to make it fair,” 
said Laura Bergman, Manager of Communications.
      For more information about Youth Tour or to be added 
to our mailing list for future contests, contact Laura 
Bergman at (800) 232-4797 or visit adamselectric.coop/
community/youth/youthtowashington/.

24 x 30 with 6’ Porch
Gallery Blue & Gray

32 x 36 x 11
Bright White & Red

Brian Anderson Retires
      Brian Anderson began his cooperative career 
on May 2, 1988 as a Groundman. He progressed 
to Apprentice Lineman, Journeyman Lineman, 
and Line Foreman. Brian took a position at the 
Association of Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC) as a Safety Instructor for two years from 
June 2000 to June 2002, then returned to Adams 
Electric as a Journeyman Lineman. Brian has 
been a part-time Technician since April 2018. 

Brian retired on March 31, 2020.
 Brian lives in the Rushville area. His retirement plans include 
completing renovations on his recently acquired farmhouse and 
property, working with his horses, and doing more trail riding. 
Brian would also like to do some traveling after his house is 
finished. 
 Congratulations, Brian! Thank you for your service and 
dedication to the Cooperative and its members. We wish you a 
long, healthy, and happy retirement!

Welcome, Katina Sunde
 Katina Sunde, of Plainville, was offered 
and accepted the Engineering and Operations 
Office Technician position. Her start date was 
March 23, 2020.
 Katina was previously employed as an 
accountant for Sharkey Transportation, Inc. 
where she worked for 24 years. She graduated 
from Western Illinois University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in accounting. 

 Katina and her husband, Rick, live outside of Plainville 
and have two children, Reed and Malina. 
 Please join us in welcoming Katina to Adams 
Electric Cooperative! 

For many people, there aren’t enough hours 
in the day. Because of that, many people use 
drive time to be productive. They might call 
their boss, text their best friend, or apply 
mascara. Multitasking can be an effective 
use of time, but not while driving.
 In 2017, 799 people died in work zone 
accidents, according to the U.S. DOT’s 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). 
 Although this reflects incidents that took 
place in road construction zones, know that 
accidents, injuries and deaths can happen 
in any roadside work zone, including utility 
work zones.
 That is why we ask you to help keep our 
crews safe by slowing down and following 
any other instructions — including moving 

Respect the Orange Signs
Move Over and Slow Down in

Work Zones
over to give them space — anytime you see 
orange warning signs and cones that lead up 
to a work zone.
      Cars or trucks that speed through a work 
zone not only endanger workers on the 
ground, driving too fast or not moving over 
can also put an elevated lineworker in danger 
by causing the bucket he or she is in to move 
or sway.
      Lineworkers already have enough to 
contend with by working high up near 
energized power lines while out in the 
elements.    
      Their profession consistently places 
on the Bureau of Labor Statistics most 
dangerous jobs. Do your part; please don’t 
add noncompliant drivers to the mix.

For more information 
about electrical safety, visit:

SafeElectricity.org.
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Every day, 
linemen take risks. But, the 

hazards they encounter are 
significantly reduced through 
proper safety training. All of 
our employees are trained 
in Mayday procedures. One 

of the biggest tasks all of our 
linemen and field personnel 

must practice is pole top rescue. 
      If a lineman makes contact 
with an energized line, has a heart 

attack on the job, or passes out 
from heat exhaustion, for 

example, chances are 
that lineman could be at 
the top of a pole, either 

in climbing gear or in a 
bucket lift. 

     In pole top rescue training, 
line personnel simulate a 

Mayday call. (A Mayday signals 
a life threatening emergency.) A 
180 pound mannequin is attached 

to the top of a pole. The lineworker 
on the ground shouts to the “victim” 

to determine responsiveness. With no 
reply, they dispatch 911 to the scene. 
 Next, the lineman quickly puts on 
his climbing gear and ascends the pole. 
He will rig a rope around the crossarm to 
lower the mannequin safely to the ground. 
In a real-life emergency, the lineworker 
would check for vital signs and administer 
first aid or CPR until help arrives.
 In an electrical contact, the victim 
could still be in contact with an energized 
line. Energized lines, extreme heights, and 
the victim can make the situation more 
dangerous. There’s always the chance the 
victim could regain consciousness and it’s 
never certain how they will respond. The 

rescuer must know how to protect 
themselves as well as the victim.      
 During this training, linemen also 
practice bucket rescue, where they rescue 
the victim from an extended bucket. A 
lower set of controls is located on the 
truck. Linemen practice lowering the 
bucket and removing the mannequin. 
 A victim could be severly burned by 
making contact with an energized line, 
likely unconscious, not breathing, and no 
heart beat. Whether the lineman is at the 
top of the pole or in an extended bucket, 
the rescuer has about four minutes to 
get the injured lineman to the ground to 
administer first aid or CPR. 
 In every emergency, seconds count. 
That is why our linemen practice pole 
top rescue on an annual basis. Repetitive 
practicing helps responders act quickly. 
 Adams Electric has a practice pole 
which is used for training exercises. Every 
apprentice, journeyman, and line foreman 
takes a turn.
 In addition to rescuing mannequins, 
linemen must practice getting themselves 
out of a bucket should it become disabled 
with the boom extended. 
 All cooperative employees participate 
in specialized schools, safety meetings, 
training, and professional development 
programs offered through the Association 
of Illinois Electric Cooperatives. The con-
tinued education helps broaden knowledge 
and provide the skills needed for emer-
gency situations. 
 “Continued practice will help em-
ployees remember, through habit, how 
to respond in a critical situation,” says 
Adams Electric General Manager Jim 
Thompson, “Safety is and always will be 
our number one priority,” 

Related Stories
 It wasn’t long ago, linemen were 
practicing pole top rescue at Shelby 
Electric Cooperative in Shelbyville, 
Illinois. One of the linemen had a heart 
attack during the training, which caused 
a real-life emergency. Timing couldn’t 
have been more ideal as all the linemen 
were available and prepared. Forestry 
Line Foreman Kevin Carlen’s life was 
saved that day. The Association of Illinois 
Electric Cooperatives (AIEC) and Shelby 
Electric Cooperative created a video to 
share their experience and the importance 
of rescue training. Search Adams Electric 
Cooperative on YouTube where we’ve 
posted their video called, “When a 
Pole-Top Training Exercise Becomes 
a Real-Life Emergency”.

 You may be familiar with the photo 
“The Kiss of Life”. (Google it.) The 
photo was taken by Rocco Morabito who 
happened upon a pole top rescue in 1967. 
Morabito was on the way to another 
assignment when he passed the men 
working. He took a few photos and as he 
went back for one more, he heard 
screaming. He ran to call an ambulance 
while J.D. Thompson was running toward 
the pole. When Morabito got back to 
the pole, Thompson was giving mouth-
to-mouth. 
 Randall Champion had contacted a 
low voltage line and went unconscious. 
His co-worker, J.D. Thompson, gave 
mouth-to-mouth at the top of the pole 
until he felt a slight pulse. He descended 
with him on his shoulder and, along with 
another worker, performed CPR on the 
ground until paramedics arrived. 
Champion made a full recovery. The 
photo won a Pulitzer Prize for Spot 
News Photography. 

In addition to continuous safety 
training, Adams Electric must also 
test all of our safety equipment. 
 Our linemen work power lines 
hot, without shutting off the power, 
to cause less disruption for our 
members. However, hot line work 
requires special equipment 
including rubber gloves, rubber 
sleeves, hotsticks, hot arms, 
mechanical jumpers, rubber covers, 
pole guards, fiberglass booms, and 
buckets. A large section of each 
truck’s boom is made of fiberglass 
to protect workers. Buckets are 
fiberglass also and include a 
protective liner. 
 All of this equipment must 
run through rigorous high-voltage 
annual testing to ensure it remains 
safe to use. Many of the items must 
also be tested daily to watch for 
tears, scratches, and holes.
 Bob Leslie, of Delta Mobile 
Testing, Inc. out of Louisville,
Kentucky, visited Adams Electric 
in March to run our annual tests on 
all of our equipment. Bob has been 
on the committee that writes the 
standards for testing. He’s been in 
the business for years with 
experience using high voltage 
instruments, x-ray, magnetic 
particle, and ultrasound. 
 All of our bucket trucks, 
digger trucks, and personal safety 
equipment were tested during 
Bob’s visit. Adams Telephone 
Co-Operative had their equipment 
tested at the same time. 

 You’ll hear linemen refer 
to their tools by various names: 
hotsticks, switchsticks, shotguns, 
extendos...but these are all fiber 
reinforced plastic (FRP) tools. 
Many of our items look similar to 
your everyday shovel, rake, or a 
fireman’s fiberglass pole for pulling 
insulation. But, one thing sets our 
equipment apart: our FRP tools 
are designed to withstand 75,000 
volts of electricity per foot and they 
are tested annually to be sure they 
maintain this safety requirement. 
 Depending on what the item is 
used for determines how it’s tested. 
Bob uses high voltage instruments 
to test items at 15,000-75,000 volts 
per square foot. Any item that 
fails or is questionable is taken out 
of service. Bob added, “Adams 
Electric has never had an accident 
because of failed PPE equipment. 
Everyone involved takes what we 
do very seriously.”

Equipment Testing

This is example of a piece 
of equipment that failed 
testing. (This wasn’t from 
our testing.)

Bob Leslie runs rigorous tests 
on equipment to ensure safety.

Above:
Adams Electric Journeyman 
Lineman Jon Metz practicing 
pole top rescue training.



Why Don’t We Talk 
Much Anymore?
By Director Kris Farwell

It is funny how a perspective can change. 
Before I became a director for Adams 
Electric Cooperative, my knowledge of 
our cooperative was woefully lacking. 

This industry keeps you at the top of your game with all the 
fast-paced changes that affect the energy sector. While 
learning new things, my thoughts go back to how I could 
have benefited from this information as a member, long 
before I became a director.  
 Storm season is rapidly approaching which means the 
potential for outages will increase. Adams Electric employs 
many strategies to keep interruptions from occurring but 
Mother Nature has a way of ruining the best laid plans.  
 When an outage occurs, we heavily rely upon our 
members reporting outages in a timely manner. This
information will help us pinpoint the potential source of 
trouble as well as how many linemen are needed to 
restore power.  
 Once Adams could remotely read the meters, I assumed 
they were in constant contact with their performance. This 
is not the case. Our system will ping meters several times 
a day to see if they are working, but that may not occur at 
the precise time of an outage. In fact, the odds are against it 
especially if the outage occurs after normal business hours.
 Statistics show only 25% of our affected members notify 
Adams when there is an outage. The goal would be for 100% 
call saturation. This will give a precise picture of where the 
issue lies. With only 25% call volume, our linemen may have 
to travel 10-15 miles of line in order to find the source. This 
will add a substantial amount of time to the outage especially 
when storm damage may be littering the roadways. Restoring 
power while keeping our linemen safe is the goal.
 I know I am guilty of not calling to report an outage. 
We would call others we know on the same line to see if they 
were out of power. If they told us they called in the 
outage, we would “not bother” calling it in as we assumed 
they would be overwhelmed with calls and did not need 
redundant notifications. As we know now, that could not be 
further from the truth.  
 There are a few ways you can report your outage. Call 
our number located in the upper left section of your bill (800) 
232-4797 or (217) 593-7701, contact us through our website 
adamselectric.coop or use our Member Link App. The app 
will notify you of outages and restorations if you sign up 
for them.
 Please help us to meet your expectations of consistent, 
reliable power by reporting any and all outages. Trust me, 
you are not bugging us. We want and need to hear from you.

Set up an account on our website at 
adamselectric.coop. Download the 
Member Link app from the App Store 
or Google Play. Login using the same 
username and password that you set 
up on our website.  

Director’s Corner

This Advice Can Save Your Teen’s Life: 
At Home
Do not use a cell phone near the bathtub or sink or with wet 
hands while it is plugged in and charging. Do not use an 
extension cord in the bathroom to extend your phone’s reach 
closer to the tub. Teens have died after a charging phone 
dropped into bath water.

Do not sleep with your charging cell phone under your pillow 
or in bed with you. The phone can overheat, causing bedding to 
catch on fire or burns to the skin. Also, a short in the charging 
cord can cause electrical shock when you are using your phone. 
This is especially a risk when using generic or incompatible 
charging equipment. Always replace charging equipment with 
brand name/matching items. They cost more, but they are less 
likely to malfunction.

Do not charge your cell phone, tablet or other devices on soft 
surfaces such as a blanket, pillow or bedding.

On the Road
If you are in an accident involving a downed power line or 
damaged padmount transformer or other electrical equipment, 
DO NOT get out of your car. Call 9-1-1. Only get out if there is 
smoke or your car is on fire. If that is the case, make a clean exit 
from the vehicle (make a solid jump out without touching the 
car) and hop away as far as you can, keeping your feet together 
(DO NOT WALK). If there is damaged power equipment, the 
ground and everything the lines touch could have electrical 
current running through it.

If you approach an accident with a downed power line, DO 
NOT attempt to help the victims and do not go near the scene. 
Instead, call 9-1-1 and warn others not to approach the area.

Outside
Do not use plugged in devices (e.g. a charging cell phone) near 
water like a pool or hot tub or in damp conditions.

If you are swimming in a lake and feel odd sensations in your 
body, such as tingling or zaps, swim away from the dock or 
other source of electricity (e.g. lights). Sometimes electrical 
currents can leak into the water and can cause electric shock 
drowning. If you feel odd sensations in a wading pool, hot tub 
or swimming pool, get out.

In the Dorm Room
Do not hang decorative light strands with metal tacks or nails. 
Do not overload outlets or extension cords. Do not run extension 
cords under a rug or use them if they are frayed or cracked. Use 
extension cords with care: They are for temporary use only. Use 
reputable laboratory-tested cords. Only use appliances allowed 
by your dorm/campus. 305690-001
 
For more information about electrical safety, visit 

SafeElectricity.org.

Electrical Safety
What Your Teen Should Know

10  •  Adams Outlet  •  May 2020 May 2020  •  Adams Outlet  •  11



Taco Pasta Salad
Submitted by Karen Juilfs

2 lbs. ground beef
1 pkg. taco seasoning
1 sm. onion, chopped
2 cups cheese, shredded
Western dressing
Chopped tomatoes, optional
Taco Doritoes
1 (16 oz.) pkg. tri-colored spiral pasta,
 cooked & drained

Cook ground beef and onion until 
done, drain. Add taco seasoning and 
mix well. Toss in cooked pasta and 
enough Western dressing to coat 
noodles as desired. Stir in cheese and 
tomatoes. Serve topped with crushed 
Taco Doritoes.

Lemon Shrimp 
with Parmesan Rice

Submitted by Tracy Genenbacher

2 cups chicken broth, or more
2 cups Minute rice
2 lbs. uncooked shrimp
1/2 cup chopped green onions
4 Tbsp. butter
2 Tbsp. olive oil
2 Tbsp. minced garlic
1/4 tsp. pepper
3 Tbsp. fresh lemon juice
1/2 cup grated Parmesan cheese
2 Tbsp. parsley

In a saucepan, bring broth to a boil. Stir 
in rice; cover and remove from heat 
then let stand for 5 minutes. Meanwhile, 
in large skillet, cook shrimp and onions 
in butter and olive oil over medium heat 
for 4-5 minutes. Add garlic and cook 1 
minute longer or until garlic is tender 
and shrimp is pink. Stir in lemon juice 
and pepper. Stir cheese and parsley into 
rice. Serve with shrimp or mix together. 

German Chocolate Cookies
Submitted by Janet Johnson

2 German chocolate cake mixes
1/4 cup water
2 eggs
3/4 cup oleo, melted
1 pkg. white baking chips

Combine ingredients and mix well. 
Spoon onto greased cookie sheet and 
bake at 350 degrees for 10-12 minutes. 
Cool slightly before removing.

Ravioli Lasagna Bake
Submitted by a member at the Annual 

Meeting but he/she didn’t include a name. 
Editor’s note: 

This is now a new family favorite!

1 lb. ground beef
1 onion, finely chopped
1 (24 oz.) spaghetti sauce
1/2 cup water
About 40 frozen cheese ravioli, 
 uncooked (large, not mini)
1 (8 oz.) tub cream cheese spread
1/2 cup milk
1 1/2 cups shredded mozzarella cheese
2 Tbsp. grated Parmesan cheese

Heat oven to 350 degrees. Brown meat 
with onions in skillet. Stir in spaghetti 
sauce and water; simmer 5 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Spread 1/2 meat 
mixture onto bottom of 9x13 baking 
dish, sprayed with cooking spray. Cover 
with 1/2 of ravioli. Whisk cream cheese 
spread and milk until blended; spread 
over ravioli. Top with layers of 3/4 cup 
shredded cheese. Top with remaining 
ravioli, meat sauce, and cheeses. Cover 
with foil. Bake 50 minutes or until 
heated through, uncovering for last 10 
minutes. Let stand 10 minutes before 
cutting to serve. 

My Favorite Brownies
Submitted by David DeMoss

1 cup margarine
3 Tbsp. cocoa
1 1/2 cups flour
1 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
4 eggs
2 cups sugar
2 tsp. vanilla
1 cup nuts

Melt margarine and cocoa together. 
Cool. Sift flour with baking powder and 
salt. Beat eggs until light. Add sugar, 
then chocolate mixture and blend. Add 
flour, vanilla, and nuts. Pour batter into 
9x13 pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 35 
minutes. Cool and serve. 
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Ravioli Lasagna Bake
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPC

Benjamin L Drebes 
Financial Advisor

4531 Maine St 
Ste C 
Quincy, IL 62305 
217-223-9313

Normal Hours: 
The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Monday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. * Sunday Closed 
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

 
 

www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair 

www.brueningheating.com 
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 4 Star Wars Day

 4 National Weather 
  Observers’ Day

 4 International 
	 	 Firefighers’	Day

 5 Cinco de Mayo

 5 National Teacher 
  Appreciation Day

 6 National Nurses Day

 6 International
  No Diet Day

 7 National Day of Prayer

 7 World Password Day

 8 Military Spouse
  Appreciation Day

 9 National Babysitters’ Day

 10 Mother’s Day

 10 National Clean Your
  Room Day

 11 National Eat What
  You Want Day

 12 National Limerick Day

 13 National 
  Receptionist Day

 13 National Apple Pie Day

 14 National Buttermilk
  Biscuit Day

 15 International Day
  of Families

 15 National Chocolate 
  Chip Day

 16 Armed Forces Day

 17 National Walnut Day

Annual Pet Health Fair
May 9 (9am-12pm), Animal 
Medical Clinic, 2803 Wisman Ln., 
Quincy. $12 each vaccination, $12 
heartworm tests, $25 microchip, 
and discounts on heartworm/
flea/tick	prevention.	New	1	year	
heartwork injection now available. 
No appointment needed.

Butterflies In The Garden
May	9	(Children’s	program	at	
10am,	adult	program	at	1pm),	
Frese Ornamental Nursery, 3100 
North	18th,	Quincy.	Butterflies	in	
the	garden	with	Julie	Ann	Bice.	
A	children’s	interactive	program	
at	10am.	All	About	Butterfly	
Gardening	at	1pm.	Free	event.	
(217) 222-0977

 18 National No Dirty 
  Dishes Day

 19 National Devil’s Food 
  Cake Day

 19 National	Endangered
  Species Day

 20 National Be a 
  Millionaire Day

 21 National Waitstaff Day

 22 Don’t Fry Friday (skin
  cancer prevention)

 23 National Taffy Day

 24 National Brothers’ Day

 24 National	Scavenger	Hunt	Day

 25 Memorial Day

 26 National Paper Airplane Day

 27 National Sunscreen Day

 27 National	Senior	Health
  & Fitness Day

 28 National Brisket Day

 28 National	Hamburger	Day

 29 National	Heat	
  Awareness Day

 29 Learn	About	Composting	Day

 31 Save	Your	Hearing	Day

Calendar of Events

Deadlines:
June Events...........May 1   October Events......Sept. 1
July Events........... June 1   November Events..Oct. 1 
Aug./Sept. Events...July 1   December Events..Nov. 1
Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247, 
Camp Point, IL  62320; call (800) 232-4797; 
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop; 
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

An Evening Stroll 
Through The Garden
May 15 (5-7pm), Frese 
Ornamental Garden, 3100 N. 
18th,	Quincy.	Enjoy	an	evening	
stroll	through	the	garden	with	Matt	
from Monrovia. This fun, free, and 
informative event includes drinks 
and	nibblers	to	enjoy	along	the	
way. Free event. (217) 222-0977

Calendar of
Observances

May 1 International Workers’ 
  Day, a.k.a. May Day

 2 National Brothers and 
  Sisters Day

Obviously, most events were canceled after our newsletter 
went to the printer last month. Only a few have been 
submitted for May. Due to the uncertainty of future events 
at the time of this printing, we’ll share some national 
celebrations. As May gets closer, if you have an event to 
share, please email lbergman@adamselectric.coop and we’d 
be happy to post it on our website at adamselectric.coop.

Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

217.322.8953
Kenneth Yoder

Fax 217.894.6290

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324

O ‘ D O N N E L L’ S

TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.

Local, Dependable, & Trustworthy Since 1946

217-222-0049    www.odonnellspestcontrol.com



CONTACT ADAMS ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE FOR MORE INFORMATION.

The average electric vehicle can save a driver who 
drives 15,000 miles in a year about $850 annually on 
fuel. All-electric vehicles start to pay for themselves a 
long time before they reach the end of their expected 
lifespans, leading to significant savings over time.

      -Fleet Carma

DRIVE ELECTRIC


