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Thank you so much for your generous gift to our
classroom. I can't wait for the students to return
to school and see it. We greatly appreciate the
investment you are making for tomorrow's
leaders.
Brenda Hoelscher, Southeastern 2nd grade
Thank you so much for the Penny Power Grant you so
generously awarded to the Illinois Chapter AI of the National
T.T.T. Society. This $475 grant will help make it possible for
our organization to buy books for children in Brown County
at Christmas time as part of our Adopt-A-Family program. We
thank you for making it possible for us to promote literacy to
our children from birth through 8th grade.
With sincere gratitude,
LoAnn Orr, Corresponding Secretary
National T.T.T. Society
Thank you for your generous support of our summer education
offerings at QCT. It is especially appreciated in this time when
so much is uncertain. Your ongoing support truly impacts the
youth who benefit, and we are so grateful you continue to see
the value in what we offer to the community.
With sincere appreciation,
Sara Reuschel, QCT Executive Director
On behalf of the Rushville Fitness and
Community Center (RFCC), I would
like to thank you for your support of this
community project. You provided a $1,000
Penny Power Grant to be used toward
the purchase of AEDs by the RFCC. Your
grant money went toward the purchase of
3 AED packages from American AED.
Again, we thank you for your generosity and your support of
this community project.
Sincerely,
Harold E. Sargent, Treasurer
RFCC
Jensen Camp Foundation, on behalf of Jensen Woods Camp,
would like to thank Adams Electric Cooperative for the Penny
Power Grant awarded in January 2020. This grant allowed us
to install solar lighting at the entrance to the camp, lighting
for upper shower house, 2 solar vent fans for horse barn,
solar lighting for horse barn, a pole spot light by Lodge
parking lot, and purchase a one room air conditioner for the
A-frame.
This grant will help ensure the safety of children and
families who come to "Meet God in the Woods". Thank you
for helping us to continue in our mission of providing spiritual
and physical development for children of all ages through
outdoor activities in nature.
Thank you so much,
JCF Board of Directors
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www.adamselectric.coop
Office hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.
To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797
Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:

“Adams Electric Cooperative’s
mission is to strive to exceed our
members’ expectations by
providing safe, reliable and
affordable electric service in a
cooperative and environmentally
responsible manner.”
Board of Directors:
President
Roger Busen......................Timewell
Vice President
Rebecca Barlow.................. Clayton
Treasurer
Kris Farwell..................... Plymouth
Secretary
Laura Meyer......................... Liberty
Director
Eric Ewing....................... Rushville
Director
Brent Clair.......................... Loraine
Director
Jim Ward...................... Mt. Sterling
Director
Tom Travis........................... Payson
Director
Jim Benz............................... Quincy
General Manager
Jim Thompson PE................ Quincy
Attorney
Charles Burton................. Rushville
Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe,
reliable service to over 8,800 members in
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock,
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit
and overseen by a board of directors elected
by the membership.

September 2020
Annual Meeting Postponed
by Jim
Thompson PE,
General Manager
With all of the
COVID-19
restrictions in place
and the uncertainty
of future events,
the board of directors voted at the June
Board Meeting to postpone the 2020
Annual Meeting until next year.
Postponing the Annual Meeting was
not a decision we took lightly. We
considered various options and, most
importantly, needed to look out for our
members’ and employees’ health and
well-being.
There is no contested election
this year, which means the three
directors up for re-election for District
#4, District #5, and District #6 will
continue to serve one more year. Then,
at the 2021 Annual Meeting, directors
for District #4, District #5, and District
#6 will be re-elected for an additional
two years. We will also have an election
in 2021 for District #7, District #8, and
District #9 for the next three year term
to maintain the usual election schedule.

With that being said, we have
some good news! We are still going
to offer a meal and a few prizes! On
Wednesday, September 9, we will have
a drive-through meal from 3-7 p.m.
at Adams Electric’s headquarters
in Camp Point.
The plan is to have members enter
through our back (north) entrances
and exit out the front (south) onto
Highway 24. You must bring your
membership card. The membership card
will be printed on the back cover of
the September Adams Outlet (Annual
Report) that you will receive at the end
of August. With your membership card,
you will receive free meals for your
immediate family and a chance to win
one of five $200 electric bill credits! We
will have 1,200 meals available on a
first-come, first-served basis.
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How to
Save Money
in the
Laundry
Room
Ah, the joys of having a washer and dryer in your

home. There’s no waiting for a machine, no coin slots,
and no one taking out your wet load if you aren’t right
there when the cycle ends.
Although it’s cheaper per load and much more
convenient to do laundry at home, there’s a somewhat
hidden cost to consider, and that’s the energy it takes to
run your washer and dryer.
What appliances in your home use the most energy?
The hot water heater is the appliance that costs the most
to run. Right behind it is the washer and dryer’s combined energy use. (Although not considered an "appliance", heating/cooling tops the list, followed by the hot
water heater.)
A dryer requires more energy to run than a washer,
but there are ways to reduce your washing costs, too
(think hot water versus cold). To save money in your
laundry room, consider these tips:
When using your washing machine, select the right
amount of water for the load – that is, don’t select the
“extra large” setting when doing a small load. In fact,
consider waiting to do laundry until you have full loads
to conserve water.
Use cold water to save the money you spend heating
water. Some laundry detergents are designed to tackle
stains in cold water. Using warm water instead of hot
can cut a load’s energy use in half, and using cold water
will save even more, according to energy.gov.
Use dryer balls, which help separate clothes and get
more air to them, cutting drying time.
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Utilize lower settings when you use the dryer. Even if
your dryer runs longer, you’ll use less energy and be
less likely to over-dry your clothes.
Clean the lint out of your dryer between loads and scrub
the filter once a month to remove buildup.
Put like items together since lighter-weight clothes take
less time to dry. Drying towels and heavier cottons take
longer. Use the moisture sensor option on your dryer if
it has one.
Take a clue from your teenage boy and wear clothes
more than once between laundering them (although
don’t wait until your jeans can stand by themselves).
When purchasing a dryer, consider an Energy Star
version, which uses 20 percent less energy than a conventional model.
Energy Star-certified washers use about 25 percent less
energy and 33 percent less water than regular clothes
washers.
Thoroughly clean your dryer’s vents and duct system at
least twice a year.
And, if you're lucky, you might find someone's leftover
change in the pocket of their jeans – finders keepers!
To learn more about how much you are spending to run
your washer and dryer each year, refer to energy.gov’s
appliance energy use calculator. For more information
about safety around electricity, visit

SafeElectricity.org.

Local, Dependable, & Trustworthy Since 1946

O‘DON N E L L’S
TERMITE & PEST CONTROL, INC.
217-222-0049 www.odonnellspestcontrol.com

Kenneth Yoder
217.322.8953

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324
Fax 217.894.6290

Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating
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Adams Electric Cooperative

Director
Candidates
for Districts 4,5 & 6

Pursuant to the Cooperative’s Bylaws,
any 25 or more members acting together
may make nominations by petition ninety
days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting (originally scheduled for Wednesday,
September 9, 2020). Due to the COVID-19
restrictions, the Annual Meeting will be
postponed until 2021. With a non-contested
election, directors for District #4, District
#5, and District #6 will continue to serve for
one year. Directors for District #4, District
#5, and District #6 will be re-elected at the
2021 Annual Meeting for an additional two
years. The following members submitted
petitions for candidacy:

Jim Ward of Mt. Sterling -

District #4 Representing Mt. Sterling, Elkhorn, Ripley, Cooperstown and Versailles
townships of Brown County.

LOOK OUT
FOR POWER
SOURCES

10’

Do not get within 10 feet
(in any direction) of a power line.

Be aware of power lines when
working on the roof.

Do not trim branches or limbs
near power lines.

Be careful when carrying long
or tall objects such as ladders
or poles.

Look
up

Kris Farwell of Plymouth –

District #5 Representing St. Mary township
of Hancock County; Birmingham, Camden, Huntsville and Brooklyn townships
of Schuyler County; Bethel and LaMoine
townships of McDonough County.

811

Tom Travis of Payson –

District #6 Representing Melrose, Fall
Creek, Payson, Richfield and Beverly townships of Adams County; Kinderhook, Barry,
Fairmount and Hadley townships of Pike
County.
The qualifications of each director candidate
were reviewed and approved at the June 25,
2020 board meeting.

DANGER

Roger Busen, Board President
			
				
Laura Meyer, Board Secretary
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HIGH VOLTAGE

Do not dig near padmount
transformers or other utility
equipment.

Before you dig, call 811
to have underground
utilities marked.

www.brueningheating.com

Normal Hours:

The Hearth Showroom @ 20th & Broadway, Quincy, IL: Monday 10 a.m. - 6 p.m., Tues Closed, Wed - Fri 10 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 p.m. * Sunday Closed
Mendon, IL Office: Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

www.facebook.com/brueningheatingandair

August 2020 • Adams Outlet • 7

Adams Electric Cooperative, along

with Touchstone Energy® Cooperatives, is pleased to announce the
#WhoPowersYou Contest celebrating
local heroes. It’s a chance for Adams
Electric Cooperative members and
employees to nominate someone making a difference in the community and
an opportunity to celebrate the power
of human connections. In addition to
being nationally recognized, nominees
can win up to $5,000 for the cause they
champion.

To nominate a local hero in our service area, members and employees can
go to whopowersyou.com and submit
their nominee’s name, photo and a brief
description of how they make a difference locally. Nominations open on September 8, 2020, and must be submitted
by midnight on October 9, 2020.
An independent panel of judges
will select winning entry based upon
the positive community impact and
creativity of the entry. The winners will
be announced in October.
Prize money totaling $9,000 will be
awarded as follows:

eligible to participate. This contest is
nationwide.

		Grand Prize: $5,000
		 Second Place: $2,000
		 Third Place: $1,500
		 Honorable Mention: $500

About Touchstone Energy®
Cooperatives:

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives
launched the #WhoPowersYou Contest
in 2016 to celebrate people making a
powerful impact in their community.
Only members of Touchstone Energy
Cooperatives, including those in Adams
Electric Cooperative's territory, are
8 • Adams Outlet • August 2020

About Adams Electric
Cooperative:

Adams Electric Cooperative is committed to providing superior service
based on four core principles: integrity,
accountability, innovation, and commitment to community. The co-op serves
more than 8,784 meters over 2,247
miles of line in parts of Adams, Brown,
Hancock, McDonough, Pike and
Schuyler counties. For more information visit www.adamselectric.coop.

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives
(www.touchstoneenergy.com) is a national network of more than 700 electric cooperatives dedicated to serving
their members and communities with
integrity, accountability, innovation and
commitment to community. Touchstone
Energy co-ops collectively deliver
power and energy solutions to more
than 30 million members every day.

Inspired by someone making a difference
in your community? Tell their story and they
could win a cash prize.
Visit whopowersyou.com between 9/8/20 and 10/9/20
and submit a photo of your nominee. Then tell us why

that person inspires you and how they make a difference
in your co-op community.

$5,000

GRAND
PRIZE

$2,000 SECOND PLACE

TOGETHER, LET’S
CELEBRATE THE POWER
OF HUMAN CONNECTIONS

$1,500 THIRD PLACE

$500 HONORABLE MENTION

As the national network of more than 700 co-ops, Touchstone

Energy Cooperatives value the people who elevate and energize our
communities. That’s why we’re excited to announce the fifth annual
rendition of the very popular #WhoPowersYou contest to honor

inspirational community members across the country. Winners will be
selected by a panel of judges based on the impact they have on the
community. All entries must be submitted by October 9, 2020.

Visit whopowersyou.com for full contest rules
Sponsored by Touchstone Energy Cooperative, Inc., 4301 Wilson Boulevard, Arlington, VA 22203. © 2020.
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Every year, the Board of Directors

Line
Construction
Adams East
Upgrade
By Charlie Rossiter,
Design & Construction Supervisor
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approves projects for system
improvement within the budget.
The Board, with the recommendation
of the Manager, select lines to be
upgraded. Criteria used to consider
which lines should be upgraded are the
age and condition of the existing lines,
the addition of load/usage, and the
importance of using the line for
back feeding other lines in
emergency situations.
This year, the Cooperative will be
upgrading approximately seven miles
of three-phase lines on the east circuit
out of our Adams Substation. The lines
to be upgraded are of significant age
and are in need of repair. The lines
being upgraded serve the Liberty High
School, Viva Restaurant (the new
restaurant in Liberty), Dearwester
Grain Facility, several subdivisions,
and residential loads in the Liberty
area. The project will be done in three
(3) phases. Phase 1 will start at the

intersection of N 550th Ave. & E
1800th Street going east for one mile
and then north for approximately two
miles to the intersection of E 803rd
Lane & E 1900th Street. Construction
on this phase will begin in mid to late
July. Phases 2 and 3 will be an additional four miles of line to continue east
to E 2250th Street, the Camp Point
blacktop east of Liberty on Rt 104,
and is scheduled to begin in the fall of
2020. With the upgrading of these lines,
the members served should see an
increase in dependability and reliability
in service.
When doing projects like this,
the Cooperative likes to get updated
easements from the members along the
route which gives us the opportunity to
discuss the project with you personally.
If you would like to schedule an
appointment to meet or have
questions or concerns during the design
or construction process, please contact
Adams Electric at (800) 232-4797.

What is a
Geothermal Heat Pump?
T

he earth absorbs solar energy making it a fairly
constant 55°F all year long in the Midwest. (Depending
on latitude, this temperature varies from 45°F to 75°F.)
Think of a cave. The temperature underground is always
warmer than the air outside in the winter and cooler than
the air during the summer. You can benefit from this
temperature difference.
Geothermal systems extract the earth’s energy to
heat and cool your home using a ground heat exchanger.
Because it uses the earth’s natural temperature, geothermal is among the most efficient and comfortable heating and cooling technologies available. Loops are set
underground horizontally (the most popular), vertically,
in a pond/lake, or in a well. Geothermal systems provide
both heating and air conditioning, and even hot water.
Geothermal systems are environmentally clean,
very quiet, and produce no dangerous gases. There is no

outside unit and they are four times more efficient than a
gas furnace. Geothermal costs more to install but the upfront cost is an investment that pays off with long-term
savings. Geothermal systems can save 30-70% on heating and cooling bills. According to the U.S. Department
of Energy, "System life is estimated at 12-15 years for
the inside components and 50 plus years for the ground
loop." They are highly durable and reliable. Your home
must be well-insulated and the system must be sized
properly to get the most benefit for your investment.

Watch "Energy 101: Geothermal
Heat Pumps" on Adams Electric
Cooperative's YouTube channel
to learn more. The video is by the
U.S. Department of Energy and
offers a great visualization of how
a geothermal system works.

CONSIDERING HOME
IMPROVEMENTS?
GEOTHERMAL, HEAT PUMPS W/ELECTRIC
OR GAS BACKUP, SERVICE UPGRADES
ENERGY EFFICIENT WINDOWS,
DOORS, AND/OR INSULATION

Rates starting as low as 2.5%

Contact Adams Electric for details • (217) 509-7760 or marketing@adamselectric.coop
*Loans for service upgrades and energy efficient window, doors and/or insulation are at 3.5%. Loans
are also available for standby (permanent) generators, portable/PTO driven generators, and electric
vehicle (240 volt) charging stations. All loans require credit approval.
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Morning Glory Muffins
Submitted by Joyce Bockhold

1 1/2 cups all purpose flour
1/2 cup whole wheat flour
1 1/4 cups white sugar
1 Tbsp. ground cinnamon
2 tsp. baking powder
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
2 cups grated carrots
1 apple, peeled, cored, and chopped
1 cup raisins
1 egg
2 egg whites
1/2 cup apple butter
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 Tbsp. vanilla extract
2 Tbsp. chopped walnuts
2 Tbsp. toasted wheat germ
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. Coat 18
muffin tins with cooking spray. In a
medium bowl, whisk together egg, egg
whites, apple butter, oil, and vanilla. In
a large bowl, stir together flours, sugar,
cinnamon, baking powder, baking
soda, and salt. Stir in carrots, apples,
and raisins. Stir in apple butter mixture
until just about moistened. Spoon batter
into prepared muffin cups, filling them
about 3/4 full. In a small bowl, combine
walnuts and wheat germ; sprinkle over
the muffin tops. Bake at 375 degrees for
15-20 minutes or until tops are golden
and spring back when lightly pressed.
(920436-001)

Layered Ribbon Gelatin
Submitted by James Pioch, Jr.

2 (3 oz.) pkgs. red (cherry or
strawberry) Jello
2 (3 oz.) pkgs. lime Jello
2 (3 oz.) pkgs. lemon Jello
2 (3 oz.) pkgs. orange Jello
Boiling water
1 1/2 cups sour cream
Whipped cream topping
Mix 1 cup cold water plus 4 teaspoons
boiling water with one of the packages
of red Jello. Pour into a 9x13 pan. Place
in freezer for 20 minutes. Mix 1 cup
boiling water with the remaining package of red Jello and stir in 6 tablespoons
sour cream. Pour this mixture over the
set first layer and return to freezer for
another 20 minutes. Repeat these steps
with each flavor of Jello. Top with a
layer of whipped cream topping.
12 • Adams Outlet • August 2020

1 pkg. strawberry jello
2 cups strawberries
Pie crust
Cook water, cornstarch, and sugar until
thick. Add jello. Stir until dissolved. Let
cool. Slice 2 cups strawberries, fold in,
and pour in baked shells. Top with your
choice of whipped cream.

Pie Crust

Submitted by Waneta Gerdes

White Chocolate Lemon Truffles

White Chocolate
Lemon Truffles

Submitted by Laura Bergman
1 cup white chocolate chips
2 drops yellow food coloring
1/2 tsp. lemon extract
1/4 cup butter
Zest of 1 lemon
3 Tbsp. heavy whipping cream
1/4 cup powdered sugar
Place white chocolate chips in a
medium mixing bowl. Set aside. Have
strainer ready. In a small saucepan, melt
butter with lemon zest. Stir in heavy
cream. Remove from heat just before
boiling. Pour cream mixture through
strainer over the white chocolate chips.
Add lemon extract and food coloring.
Stir until smooth. Refrigerate for about
30 minutes to allow mixture to become
firm. Scoop heaping teaspoonfuls of
mixture and form into balls. Roll the
balls in powdered sugar. Refrigerate
truffles at least 30 minutes before
serving.

Strawberry Pie

Submitted by Waneta Gerdes
1 1/2 cups water
2 Tbsp. cornstarch
1 cup sugar

1 1/2 cups flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 cup Crisco oil
2 Tbsp. milk
2 Tbsp. sugar
Stir together flour, salt, oil, milk, and
sugar until you have a smooth dough.
Press dough into 9-inch pie pan. Bake
in 350 degree preheated oven until
golden about 12 minutes.

The recent market volatility has

affected just about everybody’s
financial and investment situations
– so, if you were planning to retire
soon, will it still be possible?
Of course, the answer depends
somewhat on your employment situation. With so many people’s jobs
being affected by the coronavirus
pandemic, your retirement plans
may also have been thrown into confusion. But assuming your employment is still stable, what adjustments
in your financial and investment
strategies might you need to make
for your retirement?
Here are a few areas to consider,
and some questions to ask yourself:
Retirement goals – Now is a good
time to review your retirement goals
and assess your progress toward
achieving them. You may want to
work with a financial professional to
determine if the current environment
has materially affected your goals or
if you need to make modest adjustments to stay on track.
Retirement lifestyle – You probably
created your investment strategy
with a particular type of retirement
lifestyle in mind. Perhaps you had
planned to become a world
traveler when your working days
were over. Of course, in the near
term, extensive travel may not be

possible, anyway, but once we move
past the pandemic, your freedom to
roam will likely return. But if your
investment portfolio is not where
you thought it might be, can you (or
do you want to) adapt your lifestyle
plans? And can you accept the same
flexibility with your other lifestyle
goals, such as purchasing a vacation
home, pursuing hobbies, and so on?
Tradeoffs – Based on your
retirement goals and your
willingness to adjust your retirement
lifestyle, you’ll want to consider
your options and tradeoffs. For
example, would you be willing
to work more years than you had
originally planned in exchange for
greater confidence in your ability
to enjoy a comfortable retirement
lifestyle? By working longer, you
can continue adding to your IRA and
401(k) or similar retirement plan,
and you may be able to push back
the date you start receiving Social
Security to receive bigger monthly
benefits. You might also review your
budget for opportunities to reduce
spending today and potentially save
more toward your retirement goals.

between 66 and 67. As you created
your retirement plans, you likely
also calculated when you would take
Social Security, but you may need to
review that choice. If you postpone
retirement a few years, what effect
will that have on when you choose
to take Social Security and,
consequently, the size of your
benefits? You won’t want to make
a hasty decision, because once you
start taking Social Security, you
can’t undo your choice.
This is certainly a challenging time
to be entering retirement, and you’ll
have some questions to answer. But
even in the midst of uncertainty, you
still have many choices. Consider
them carefully and make the
decisions that work for you.

Social Security – You can file for
Social Security benefits as early as
62, but you can get 25% to 30%
more if you wait until your full
retirement age, which is likely
August 2020 • Adams Outlet • 13

Calendar of Events
Blood Drive

Aug. 3 (12:30-5:30pm),
American Red Cross, 3000 N.
24th, Quincy. Blood donations
are very low right now. Go to
redcrossblood.org/give.html/
donation-time to set your
appointment time.

Cooks Night Off

Aug. 20 (4-6pm), Quincy Senior
and Family Resource Center.
Fried chicken or roast beef
with mashed potatoes, gravy,
vegetable, roll, and dessert.
Drive thru along north side of
building. No need to pre-order.
All proceeds benefit Meals on
Wheels & Congregate Meals.

Deadlines:
October Events......Sept. 1
Nov. Events.........Oct. 1
Dec. Events..........Nov. 1

Jan. Events......Dec. 1
Feb. Events......Jan. 1
March Events...Feb. 1

Send event title, date(s), time(s), address, town,
brief description, cost (if any), and contact phone #.
Mail to: Attn: Laura, Adams Electric, P.O. Box 247,
Camp Point, IL 62320; call (800) 232-4797;
email: lbergman@adamselectric.coop;
or submit online at: adamselectric.coop

Virtual Calendar of Events
Find direct links to all of these virtual tours on our website at: adamselectric.coop
Tuesday's Talk
with the Dietitian
on Zoom

Aug. 4, 11, 18, 25 (12pm),
Meeting via Zoom. Join Andrea
from HyVee (Macomb, IL) on
Zoom every Tuesday. Different
topic each week.

Summer Reading 2020

Aug. 4, 11 (9am), Brown
Co. Public Library District,
Mt. Sterling. Virtual summer
reading program. Check out
our YouTube page for summer
reading videos posted every
Tuesday at 9am. (217) 773-2013

Online Art Education

The Quincy Art Center is
offering several online classes
for preschool thru adult. Please
contact quincyartcenter.org
to register.

Arts Quincy
Virtual Tours

Tuesdays (10am), Virtual on
Facebook Live. Tune in every
Tuesday at 10am for a new
tour. Watch previous tours on
the video tab of Underground
Railroad Home of Dr. Eells,
Quincy Museum, Villa Katherine,
Governor John Wood Mansion,
History Museum on the square,
Washington Theater, and the
Log Cabin Village.
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Play of the Week Club

Sundays (7pm), Meeting via
Zoom. QCT will share a new script
to discuss each week. Message
your email to qct@1qct.org.
Visit 1qct.org for more activities.

11th Annual
Members’ Exhibit

National Women’s
History Museum

See several online exhibits at:
womenshistory.org/womenshistory/online-exhibits

San Diego Zoo Live Cams

Thru Aug. 21, Quincy Art Center’s
Online Exhibition. Details at
quincyartcenter.org

Watch apes, condors, elephants,
giraffes, pandas, penguins, polar
bears, and more with 13 different
live cams at: kids.sandiegozoo.
org/videos

NASA Tours

Smithsonian Tours

Visit the Langley Research Center
at: oh.larc.nasa.gov/oh/
Visit Ohio’s Glenn Research
Center at: nasa.gov/
glennvirtualtours
Visit Space Center Houston with
their app at: spacecenter.org/app/

National Aquarium
Virtual Tour

Take a virtual walk through
Baltimore’s famous aquarium at:
aqua.org/media/virtualtours/
baltimore/index.html

National Museum of the
United States Air Force
Virtual Tour
See Franklin D. Roosevelt’s
presidential airplane, military
weapons, and aircraft at:
nationalmuseum.af.mil/Visit/
Virtual-Tour/

Tour the Smithsonian National
Museum of Natural History
through a 360 degree virtual tour
at: naturalhistory2.si.edu/vt3/
NMNH/

Vatican Tours

Visit the Sistine Chapel, St. Peter’s
Basilica, and Raphael’s Room
at: museivaticani.va/content/
museivaticani/en/collezioni/musei/
tour-virtuali-elenco.html

Walt Disney World
Resort Virtual Tours

Walk through Disney parks
with 360-degree street view at:
disneyparks.disney.go.com/
blog/2018/03/disney-parkslaunches-first-ever-360-degreepanoramas-on-google-street-view/

Washington, D.C.
Virtual Site Tours

Learn more about Washington, D.C.
sites including The White House,
Veterans Memorials on the Mall, The
Kennedy Center, Arlington Cemetery,
The Holocaust Museum, and many more
at: thegreatcoursesdaily.com/visitingwashington-dc

We’re sharing some national

celebrations due to the uncertainty
of future events. As August gets
closer, if you have an event to
share, please email adamsoutlet@
adamselectric.coop and we’d be
happy to post it on our website at
adamselectric.coop.
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National Sisters Day
National Friendship Day
National Chocolate Chip 		
Cookie Day
National Sons and 		
Daughters Day
Left-Handers Day
National Radio Day
National Senior
Citizen's Day
National Dog Day
National Just Because Day

Electricity Brings
Everyday Value
By Bill Stalder,
Manager of Marketing/Member Services

Even though I work in the energy industry, I still

don’t think much about the electricity I use like
most people. I expect the lights to turn on when I
flip the switch and the coffeemaker to work each
morning. Because electricity is so abundant, we
don’t think much about it. Since many of us have
been spending more time at home over the past few
months, we have likely been using more energy.
And yet, we still expect an endless supply of power
with uninterrupted service 24/7. The only time we
really think about electricity is when the power
goes out or perhaps when the monthly bill arrives.
Given how electricity powers our modern lifestyle every day, it’s a great value, especially when
compared to other common services and expenses.
For example, think back to the cost of a gallon of
gasoline 20 years ago. Consider the cost of groceries or a cup of your favorite specialty coffee from a
few years back. In comparison, the cost of electricity has remained largely flat, unlike most other
consumer goods.
Like many of you, I have a cell phone to stay
connected, and I subscribe to cable channels so I
can enjoy more viewing options. Many of us consider these necessities for modern day life. We can
see what we’re getting for our money, and we pay
the price for those services. In contrast, when we
use electricity, we don’t necessarily “see” all that
we’re getting for our money.
But considering what electricity does for us,
it’s a tremendous value for our quality of life as
well as our budgets. For comparison, consider that
the average rent increase was nearly 4% (from
2014-2019) according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics Consumer Price Index (CPI). The cost of
medical care was increased 3% during this time,
and education was not too far behind at 2.6%. So,
where did electricity rank? According to the CPI,
electricity increased by less than half a percentage
point, 0.4%.
The bottom line: electricity brings
everyday value. Electricity is something that we all use around the
clock. At the same time, we
strive to increase our service
reliability, reduce brief
interruptions and reduce
costs. Your co-op is
continually working to

improve operations to ensure a smarter grid and
exploring new technology options where possible.
Adams Electric Cooperative provides the
reliable service you expect and deserve as valued
members of the co-op. And as your trusted energy
advisor, we want to help you save energy
and money.
We recognize that the past few months have
been challenging for many of our members and
we’re here to help. If you have questions about
your account or are looking for ways to save
energy at home, please give me a call at
(217) 509-7760. Adams Electric Cooperative
is your electric co-op and our sole purpose is
to serve you and the needs of our
community. That’s
everyday value.
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WE ALL USE ENERGY DIFFERENTLY

We rely on our electric cooperative for information about safety,
efficiency and renewables. In our community, power is
more than electricity. It’s the expert information
we get from our local Touchstone Energy cooperative.

YOUR SOURCE OF POWER. AND INFORMATION.

