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One account # is hidden inside this issue. 
If it’s yours, call us and you’ll receive a

$100 BILL CREDIT
* Credit must be claimed by February 5, 2021.
(Your account number on the back cover does not count.)

FIND YOUR ACCOUNT #:
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Adams Electric Cooperative provides safe, 
reliable service to over 8,700 members in 
Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, Hancock, 
McDonough, and Fulton counties. Adams 
Electric is member-owned, not-for-profit 
and overseen by a board of directors elected 
by the membership.
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700 E. Wood, Camp Point, Illinois 62320.   
Periodical postage paid at Camp Point, Il-
linois and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Adams Outlet, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, 
Illinois 62320.

Editor:
Laura Bergman

www.adamselectric.coop

Office hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

To report an outage:
1-800-232-4797

Local calls dial direct:
217-593-7701

Mission Statement:
“Adams Electric Cooperative’s 

mission is to strive to exceed our 
members’ expectations by 

providing safe, reliable and 
affordable electric service in a 

cooperative and environmentally 
responsible manner.”

by Jim 
Thompson PE, 
General Manager

The feature article 
this month details 
the locations of 
our maintenance 
programs. These 

programs go a long way in keeping 
our system reliable. The importance 
of these programs really comes to 
light when faced with inclement 
weather such as the New Year’s Day 
ice storm.  
 The Cooperative designs its 
system to handle the stresses of a half 
inch of radial ice on the conductors. 
There is a significant amount of 
weight added to the line when it 
builds up with ice. For the most part, 
the lines do not fall from the ice 
build-up unless there is a weak spot 
caused by previous damage. If winds 
become very high with the ice build-
up, this combination can be very 
destructive to a distribution system. 
Thankfully, during this storm, we did 
not have much wind.
 Typically, with an ice storm, the 
biggest issue is the build-up of ice on 
the trees near the power lines. Even 
when tree trimming is very good, the 

NEW YEAR’S DAY ICE STORM

extra weight of the ice on the trees 
and branches causes them to sag or 
break off. Everyone probably had 
limbs that needed to be picked up in 
yards that fell during the ice storm. 
Now, think about all the trees near 
2,200 miles of distribution lines. 
For perspective, that distance equals 

 We received your check for 
$550 and these funds, along 
with some unrestricted grant 
funds, will enable us to move 
forward with purchasing a 
water bottle filling station. The 
filling station will be well used 
by our consumers at CRC, our 
vocational training center, as 
our water fountains are not in 
use due to COVID. 
 We deeply appreciate 
Penny Power grant funding and 
appreciate Adams Electric’s 
enduring support. 
 Sincerely, 
 Barbara Baker
 Director of Development
 Transitions of Western IL

I wish the website would let you 
select a pay date, instead of 
using today’s date to make your 
payment. 

Good news! It does! Go to 
My Account > Payments 
as usual. Then, instead of 
selecting, “Make Payment”, 
choose “Auto-Pay > One-Time 
Payment > Credit Card or 
E-Check”. This will allow you 
to pick a date. 
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I’d like to know why the power 
has to shut off for a few seconds 
occasionally.

Sometimes, the lights may 
completely blink off just once, 
and then everything is fine again 
(other than having to reset clocks). 
Or, the lights may blink on and 
off a few times. Blinking lights 
occur when there is a temporary 
fault on our electric system, such 
as a lightning strike, an animal, 
or a tree or branch in contact with 
a power line. If this happens, it’s 
a sign that our electric system is 
working as designed. Basically, 
the system is trying to correct 
itself without causing a complete 
outage. If the lights go out 
completely, you’ll have to call in 
an outage. 
 Now, if your lights are 
dimming, this is called a brownout 
and caused by a different issue. It 
could be a transmission problem, 
a bad voltage regulator, a meter, 
a bad connection, or something 
in your home. Contact the 
cooperative right away and we’ll 
help you determine the cause. If 
it’s happening inside your home, 
we’ll direct you to contact an 
electrician.

the drive all the way 
to California and 
part way back. The 
Cooperative trims 
on a five-year trim 
cycle to maintain our 
2,200 plus miles of 
distribution system. 
We follow-up the trim 
cycle with a spray 
cycle on a five-year 
rotation.
      The Cooperative 
lost only four poles 
during the ice storm. 
The poles take a 
tremendous amount 
of stress especially 
when conductors break 
resulting in uneven 
tension. The 42,500 
poles on our system 
are inspected on a 
ten-year rotation to 
make sure they meet 

National Electrical Safety Code 
requirements. We hire a contractor 
that specializes in pole inspection and 
treatment to perform this work. This 
inspection allows us to replace end-
of-life poles before they become a 
problem.

Use our Member Link App
to report outages and pay your bill. 
Learn more at adamselectric.coop.

Affordable HVAC
Switch to the 7¢/kWh rate for all 
electric heating, cooling, and water 
heating. Ask how at 217-509-7760.

Win a $20 bill credit
Respond to a question by email for 
a chance to win. Make sure your 
email is current. Details on page 7

$250 Bill credit 
winner

Members were randomly selected 
to participate in the ACSI Survey 
(results were reviewed in the January 
Adams Outlet). One winner was 
selected from all members who 
completed the survey. Robert 
Schroeder was the winner of the 
$250 electric bill credit. 
Congratulations, Robert!

(Continued on page 4)

Cover Photo: Line Foreman Duane Jones, working with Manager Jim Thompson, 
walking private right-of-way between 104/Broadway and State Street to trim a branch 
off that sagged from ice build up into three-phase line. This was part of restoration of 
power to houses/businesses along State Street and 104. (Photo by General Manager 
Jim Thompson)
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 One unique aspect about 
this storm compared to 
others, such as tornadoes and/
or high winds, is that this 
storm covered 100% of our 
service territory. Employees 
were spread out working in 
all areas from the Illinois 
River to the Mississippi River 
and north and south from 
southern McDonough and 
Hancock counties to northern 
Pike county. The Cooperative 
had over 1,400 members out 
of electricity during the worst 
part of the storm. Several 
times during the restoration 
effort, we would get that 
number below a thousand 
members and would lose 
another part of the system 
bringing the total number of 
outages back up. A few times 
during the night, I felt like we 
were taking two steps forward 
and three back. However, 
the employees stuck with it 
having all the members, who 
could have power, restored by 
approximately 6:00 a.m. the 
following morning. 

You might not be considering an electric 
vehicle for your farm yet, but it could 
be in the near future. 
 According to Business Insider 
(November 30, 2020), there are six 
electric trucks on the horizon in the 
United States: Tesla Cybertruck, 
Bollinger’s B2, Lordstown Motor’s 
Endurance, Ford’s Electric F-150, 
GMC’s Hummer EV, and Rivian’s R1T.
 The driving range of the first trucks 
will be about 300-500 miles. Agcenter.
com’s Cattle Report estimates that most 
farm trucks travel less than that in 
one day. 
 Electric vehicles require very little 
maintenance and have less operating 
costs. You’re looking at a battery, a 
chassis, and software. Fewer repairs and 
maintenance means less time without 
your truck while it’s in the shop. Soft-
ware updates can even be completed 
over the web. 
 EVs are three times more efficient 
than gasoline-powered vehicles. In 
comparison, a 2018 gasoline-powered 
vehicle would go about 43 miles for 
$4. An electric vehicle could travel the 
same distance for about $1.
 GPS guidance systems are already 
in use on the farm. Next, imagine that 
truck without a driver. Driverless ve-
hicles are on the way. 
 Most beds aren’t very long, but the 
cab wall of the Bollinger B2 opens giv-
ing this model the longest bed, extend-
ing its length to 8.17 feet. 
 GMC’s Hummer will have 1,000 
horsepower, making it the high-
est horsepower rating of the electric 
options. This model also has the best 
pulling power with 11,500 pounds-feet 
of torque. 
 Surprisingly, Tesla’s Cybertruck 
is the cheapest at $39,990 for a single-
motor with a top speed of 110 miles per 
hour, according to Business Insider.
 How soon should you start seeing 
electric vehicles in agriculture? The 
Cattle Report predicts electric trucks 
will begin making appearances this year 
and by the end of the decade, they will 
be dominating sales. 

Sources: Cattle Report, 2020, agcenter.
com. Business Insider, November 2020.

Your Next 
Farm Truck 
Could Be 
Electric

 But, we were not out of 
the woods yet with ice still 
on trees and the distribution 
system. Employees continued 
to work outages as they 
popped up over the weekend 
and on Monday. Employees 
were busy with cleanup and 
putting the system back 
to normal for several days 
following the storm.
 We have a great 
membership, and you were all 
very helpful, understanding, 
and patient in our efforts 
to restore power. The 
maintenance programs paid 
dividends making a bad storm 
more manageable. If you have 
trees damaged from the storm 
or trees near a power line that 
you would like us to check, 
please give us a call. 
 During major outages, 
follow “Adams Outlet” on 
Facebook or the live feed 
on our website for updates. 
Please remember to call in, 
report outages on our website 
under “Outage Center” or 
use our Member Link app. 
Please do not report outages 

on social media 
such as Facebook 
or Instagram 
because those 
reports do 
not send us 
immediate 
notifications. It 
is always faster 
to use our outage 
system. Thanks 
again, and let’s 
try to have a 
great 2021.

(Continued from page 3)



February 2021  •  Adams Outlet  •  76  •  Adams Outlet  •  February 2021

How HVAC Upgrades 
Benefit Your Business
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healthcare costs by as much 
as one-third. In schools, re-
search shows that improved 
indoor air quality can reduce 
absenteeism by as much as 
15 percent.

Improved focus. 
Upgrades also can improve 
focus. The Virginia Poly-
technic Institute found that 
a classroom temperature 
of 70 degrees and good 
ventilation results in fewer 
instances of off-task student 

HVAC upgrades can save 
you money by lowering your 
energy bills, but the benefits 
go far beyond that. Research 
shows that HVAC upgrades 
can boost productivity, 
reduce absenteeism and 
increase employee focus.

Increased productivity. 
HVAC upgrades in office 
settings can lead to higher 
productivity. Better tempera-
ture control has been shown 
to boost productivity by up 
to $300 per employee per 
year. And, improved ventila-
tion can increase production 
by an additional $700 per 
employee.

Reduced absenteeism. 
Better HVAC systems can 
also help to enhance the in-
door environment through-
out the building, reducing 
building-related employee 

Worried about the cost 
of an HVAC system 
upgrade? Learn how it 
can benefit your business 
in multiple ways.

We’ll be sending one quick question by email 
to members. Respond to the question for your 
chance to win a $20 electric bill credit. Make 
sure your email address is current by visiting our 
website at adamselectric.coop (Click on Contact 
Us > Update Your Email) or give us a call at (800) 
232-4797. If you’ve set up your account on our 
website and already receive your bills by email, 
you’re good to go. The next question will be 
emailed on April 15, 2021.

WIN $20
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S Director Gold 
recognizes 
directors who 
have already 
earned their 
Credentialed 
Cooperative 
Director (CCD) 

or Board Leadership Certificate 
(BLC) and who wish to continue 
to learn throughout their service 
on the board.
 Board President Roger Busen 
of Timewell has earned recogni-
tion by attaining the Director 
Gold credential offered by the 

Busen EArns National Recognition
National Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association
(NRECA). 
 “The Director Gold certificate 
is geared toward directors who 
are committed to continuing 
their education beyond CCD and 
BLC and who desire a tangible 
credential that reinforces their 
stature as part of an experi-
enced and educated group of 
directors,” said Jim Thompson, 
General Manager.
 Director Gold includes a 
continuing education require-
ment which calls for directors to 

earn three credits of approved 
course work and or conferences 
every two years to maintain their 
Director Gold status.
 Two other directors of 
Adams Electric Cooperative, al-
ready earned their Director Gold 
certificate: Jim Benz of Quincy 
and Becky Barlow of Clayton.

behavior. If an HVAC up-
grade can help keep kids in 
a classroom focused, imag-
ine the kind of impact it can 
have in your business.

When you upgrade, choose 
ENERGY STAR certified com-
mercial HVAC equipment. 
ENERGY STAR units use less 
energy than standard equip-
ment while providing the 
level of performance that 
you expect.

MSA 140 C-b set 
12” BAR†  |  BATTERY CHAIN SAW
–
$34999 Includes AK 30 battery 

and AL 101 charger.

†The actual listed guide bar length can vary from the effective cutting length based upon which powerhead it is installed. 
Prices CDC-SRP. At participating dealers while supplies last. © 2021 CDC STIHL

Mt. Sterling Implement
401 E. Main  •  Mt. Sterling, IL  •  (217) 773-2216

Mon-Fri: 7:30-5, Sat: 7:30-12

Mt Sterling Implement.com

MS 194 t 
14” BAR†  |  GAS CHAIN SAW
–
$36999 For professional 

in-tree use only! 

Legendary 
performance.
—
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2021 Tree Trimming
Adams Electric’s tree trimming contractor will be trimming trees in 
the Mt. Sterling, Camden, and Colmar substation areas (all of area D, 
E, and  L  ).

2021 Spraying
Adams Electric’s spray crew and contractors will be working 
primarily in the Rushville and Sugar Grove substation areas (all of F 
and M ).

2021 Pole Inspection
A contractor for Adams Electric Cooperative will be inspecting 
poles in the areas of the Ursa (west and south circuits) and Quincy 
substations (solid area A and all of G ).

*Areas B, C,  H,  I,  J and K  are not scheduled for maintenance in 2021. 
If vegetation problems should arise in these areas, please contact the 
Cooperative for assistance.

Adams Electric Cooperative maintains an annual schedule for tree 
trimming, spraying, and pole inspections. The contract crews have 
magnetic signs on the sides of their vehicles that indicate they are 
contractors for Adams Electric Cooperative. If you have any questions 
or concerns, please contact Steve Fanning or Tim Brecht at the 
Cooperative at (217) 593-7701 or (800) 232-4797.

2021
TREE TrIMMING,

SPRAYING & POLE INSPECTION 
SCHEDULE

Ponds, Dry Dams, Clearing, Tile Repair & General Excavating

217.322.8953
Kenneth Yoder

Fax 217.894.6290

2833 N 1300th Ave
Clayton, IL 62324
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 WATT’s UP? FOR KIDS

Sparky Needs Your Help 
to Stay Safe!

Sparky is sniffing around the house to see what’s new and 
interesting before he takes a nap. Lead him safely to his favorite 
resting spot by keeping him away from electrical hazards.

Start

Finish

Do not let pets find a cozy 
warm spot near electronics to 
stay warm. This is not safe! 

If your pet shows an interest 
in electronic cords, tell your 
parents so that they can move 
the cords where they cannot 
be reached. 

Water and electricity are a 
dangerous mix! Check to 
make sure appliances and 
electronics near sinks, bath-
tubs, and pools are safely 
away where playful pets can’t 
knock them in.

Never let a pet sleep on top of 
an electric blanket. 

Pay extra attention to pet 
safety during the holidays. 
Your pets may confuse lights 
and decorations for new toys! 

Help protect pets from 
electrical hazards.



 
 

Brownie Cherry Bombs
Submitted by Laura Bergman

1 box brownie mix and ingredients  
 required on box
3/4 cup chocolate frosting
15 oz. chocolate almond bark
1 jar maraschino cherries

Bake brownies as directed and let cool 
completely. Do not overcook brownies. 
Crumble brownies and mix in about 
3/4 cup chocolate frosting, adding 
gradually (should stay together easily 
but shouldn’t be too sticky to roll into 
balls). Take about 1 1/2 Tbsp. of brown-
ie mixture. Form into ball around one 
cherry. Seal cherry inside and put on 
lined cookie sheet. Repeat until all mix-
ture is used. Set cookie sheet in freezer 
for about 20 minutes. Meanwhile, melt 
almond bark. Move cookie sheet to 
refrigerator. Working with one bomb at 
a time, drop it into the melted almond 
bark, pull it back out, and tap off excess 
chocolate. Place on wax paper and wait 
for it to dry completely. (920922-001)

Deviled Strawberries
with Cheesecake Filling

18-24 large strawberries
1 (8 oz.) pkg. cream cheese, softened
1 cup heavy cream
1/3 cup sour cream
2/3 cup white granulated sugar
1/2 cup graham cracker crumbs
1 tsp. vanilla extract
1 Tbsp. lemon juice, optional

Prep strawberries by cutting off stems 
and slicing them in half. Next, cut a 
small sliver off of the back of each 
strawberry so they sit up straight and 
don’t roll. Then use a small melon 
baller to carefully hollow out the middle 
(You don’t have to take out much, just 
enough to hold the cream cheese so it 
doesn’t slide off.) Place the softened 
cream cheese, sour cream, sugar, vanilla 
extract, and lemon juice in a medium 
mixing bowl (DO NOT add heavy 
whipping cream). Beat with an electric 
mixer until smooth. In a different me-
dium sized mixing bowl, beat the heavy 
cream until stiff peaks form (about 5 
minutes). Fold the whipped cream into 
the cream cheese mixure until well 
incorporated. Fill a piping bag with the 
cream cheese mixture and pipe it onto 
each sliced strawberry. (A star tip looks 
nice!) Finish with a sprinkle of graham 
cracker crumbs.

Strawberry Valentine’s 
Chex Mix

6 cups Rice Chex cereal
1 (12 oz.) bag white chocolate 
1/2 tsp. shortening, optional
1 box strawberry creme pudding 
 (not gelatin)
Red food coloring
Valentine’s M&M’s and/or sprinkles

Pour chocolate into a small glass dish. 
Add 1/2 tsp. shortening, if desired, to 

help the chocolate coat the cereal easier. 
Microwave for 1 minute 20 seconds. 
Let stand in microwave for 3 minutes. 
Remove and gently stir. Return to 
microwave for 15 second increments 
until smooth. Add 4 Tbsp. of strawberry 
creme pudding into white chocolate and 
stir gently until smooth. Add 2 drops 
of red food coloring. Pour chocolate 
mixture over Chex cereal and stir gently 
to coat. Transfer cereal mixture to 
large piece of wax paper. Sprinkle with 
M&M’s and Valentine sprinkles. Let 
cool to set. Break pieces and store in 
airtight container.

Heart-Shaped Gum Drops
1 cup sugar
3/4 cup apple sauce
1 (3 oz.) pkg. strawberry jello
1 (.25 oz.) pkg. unflavored gelatin
1 tsp. lemon juice
1 cup sugar for coating

Spray 8x8 baking dish with cook-
ing spray and place in refrigerator. 
In a saucepan, combine 1 cup sugar, 
applesauce, jello, unflavored gelatin, 
and lemon juice. Bring to boil over 
medium-high heat, stirring constantly. 
Boil for 1 minute. Pour mixture into 
cooled 8x8 dish. Refrigerate for 3-4 
hours. Once firm, turn out onto baking 
sheet sprinkled with sugar. Using small 
heart-shaped cookie cutters, cut out 
gumdrops. Coat with sugar and allow to 

dry overnight. Store 
in airtight container.
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Brownie Cherry Bombs

WAYS TO SAVE    Unplug small appliances not in use. 
Microwaves, coffee makers, and toaster ovens can draw energy 
even when they’re not in use.

Valentine TreATS



“Check Your     
Breakers”

When you experience an outage, the 
first thing you should do is check your 
breakers. For some members, this only 
means checking the breaker panel locat-
ed inside your house or garage. If your 
location is the only one without power, 
there is a chance your 
breaker tripped. 

For others, there is an 
additional step. Take 
a look at the meter(s) 
at your location. Your 
meter may be located 
on your house, ga-
rage, outbuilding, a 
pole or another struc-
ture. Remember, you 
may have more than 
one meter. The main 
part of your meter 
will be locked with a 
seal. Do not tamper 
with this seal or try 
to open this portion 
of your meter box. 
If there is no box 
beneath the sealed 
portion (see 
Photo 1), look no 
further. However, if 
you see a separate 
box attached beneath 
your meter (see 
Photo 2), lift this 
box and check this 
breaker as well 
(see Photo 3).

If you have checked 
all of your breakers 
and are still with-
out power, contact 
Adams Electric to 
report your outage. 
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Creating Ceramics - 
Online Art Class
Feb. 5, 12, 19, 26, & March 5, 12 
(4:30-6pm), Quincy Art Center.
Introductory ceramic class for K-3rd 
grade. Learn how to build, form, 
and sculpt using clay and learn how 
pieces are fired and finished in the 
kiln. Build clay pieces at home. Drop 
off items at Art Center for firings. 
Register by Feb. 1. Tuition fee 
required.

Pottery Production - 
Online Art Class
Feb. 4, 11, 18, 25, & March 4, 11 
(4:30-6pm), Quincy Art Center. For 
4-8th Grade. Learn what it takes to 
produce pottery pieces from ideas 
on paper to finished works of art. 
Students will produce hand built 
pottery pieces at home with some 
getting finished off with a beautiful 
ceramic glaze (drop off at Art Center 
for firings). Register by Feb. 1. Tuition 
fee required.

Zoom: Kids Create Club
Feb. 2, 16 (3:30-4:30pm), Quincy 
Public Library. For children ages 
5-8. Every other Tuesday at 3:30pm, 
join Miss Natascha on Zoom for an 
informal social time of being creative. 
Grab whatever you like to build, make, 
or create with. Spend 35-40 minutes 
creating independently while chatting 
with each other, then share creations. 
Register at quincylibrary.org. Please 
include email for Zoom link.

Cooks Night Off
Feb. 18 (4-6pm), Quincy Senior 
and Family Resource Center. Fried 
chicken or roast beef with mashed 
potatoes, gravy, vegetable, roll, and 
dessert. Drive thru along north side 
of building. No need to pre-order. All 
proceeds benefit Meals on Wheels & 
Congregate Meals.

31st Annual 
Great River Watercolor
Society Exhibition
Thru Feb. 23, Brenner Library, 1800 
College, Quincy University. An 
exhibition of recent work by Tri-State 
watercolorists from Illinois, Iowa, and 
Missouri. Online location: quincy.edu/
gray-gallery/

47th Annual High School 
Art Competition
Thru Feb. 25 (1-4pm), Quincy Art 
Center. Showcasing work from area 
high schoolers, grades 9th-12th along 
with the 3rd Annual High School Art 
Teacher Exhibit. (217) 223-5900

Altrusa Scholarship
Thru March 1. Altrusa International 
of Quincy, IL Foundation will be 
awarding $1,000 scholarships to 
Adams County High School seniors 
as well as non-traditional students 
who qualify. Information is available at 
all area school counselor or financial 
aid offices. Applications must be 
postmarked by March 1, 2021.
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HERE’S HOW UPGRADING YOUR HVAC EQUIPMENT CAN SAVE YOU MONEY:
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ADAMS COUNTY, IL
26 Acres

50 Acres w/ Lodging

58 Acres w/ Lodging

80 Acres

90 Acres

100 Acres

BROWN COUNTY, IL
5 Acres

11 Acres

26.25 Acres

42 Acres

45 Acres

53 Acres

60 Acres w/ Lodging

60 Acres

62 Acres

BROWN COUNTY, IL 
65 Acres

65 Acres

100 Acres w/ Lodging

102 Acres

120 Acres

120 Acres

164 Acres w/ Lodging

180 Acres

194 Acres

880 Acres w/ Lodging

156 Acres

HANCOCK COUNTY, IL
80 Acres

MCDONOUGH COUNTY, IL
15 Acres w/ Lodging

306 Acres

PIKE COUNTY, IL
59 Acres

162 Acres

167 Acres

168 Acres w/ Lodging

SCHUYLER COUNTY, IL
10 Acres w/ Lodging

15 Acres

20 Acres

40 Acres

40 Acres

60 Acres

SCHUYLER COUNTY, IL
60 Acres

60 Acres

74 Acres

98.5 Acres w/ Lodging

100 Acres

109 Acres w/ Lodging

109 Acres w/ Lodging

109 Acres

119 Acres w/ Lodging

243 Acres w/ Lodging

142 Acres

2020 SOLDS

 4331 Conestoga Dr. Springfield, IL 62711 
LandGuys, LLC | LandGuys, LLC of Illinois | LandGuys, LLC of Wisconsin | LandGuys, LLC of Iowa | 217.899.1240 

SCAN WITH YOUR PHONE’S CAMERA 
TO VIEW MORE PROPERTIES ON OUR 
NEW WEBSITE WITH NEW FEATURES!

The Land Experts
www.LandGuys.com

LOCAL BROKERS. NATIONAL REACH.

TOBY STAY
217.257.6096
toby@landguys.com

ADAM FENCIK
217.242.0716
adam@landguys.com


