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Adams Electrical Co-Operative linemen recently received pole-
top rescue training. This procedure would be used to save a
lineman that was injured or unconscious while on top of a power
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Right: Line foreman Bill Alexander uses a rope and pulley to
lower a mannequin to safety during a practice pole top rescue
session.
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To report an outage

1. Check your fuses and circuit
breakers. Do the neighbors have
electricity?

2. Ifthe problem appears to be with
the cooperative’s lines, call the
following phone number. Give
your name and map number,
which is found on the bottom of
your electric bill.

3. For service outages, phone:

(217) 593-7701.
In an emergency, call:
Aubrey Bucher . ..593-7331
Roger Mohrman . .593-6640
Douglas Aeilts . . . .593-7340

David Stuva. .. ... 593-7350
Kris Stanley . . . . .. 593-6585
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From the manager

““Look up’’ before you
plant a tree or build

When we determine the best
place to plant a shade tree or con-
struct a building, we often spend
all of our efforts looking down. We
also need to look up to see what
will be near that tree when it
matures or if an electric line will be
over the completed building.

All too often
your cooper-
ative comes
upon a situation
which can cause
serious prob- s
lems or even
worse, horrible
injuries or death.
A building built
under or adja-
cent to a power
line is a deadly accident waiting to
happen.

A tree planted under a power line
will have to be trimmed or cut to
be kept clear of the the high-
voltage lines. Children will probably
climb that tree someday and easily
be within touching distance of
these same power lines.

Plan your building or remodeling
with power lines in mind. The
National Electric Code has some
very definite guidelines for safe
clearances. If a building must be
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built in the area of a powerline,
maintain at least these clearances.
Personnel from our engineering
department will be glad to meet
with you to discuss these code
reguirements.

Also, consider the use of the
building. Grain storage requires the
use of augers or elevators which
are higher than the bins and are
frequently moved. Contact with
power lines while moving augers or
elevators is the most common
cause of electrocution on the farm.

A building built under or
adjacent to a power line is a
deadly accident waiting to

happen.

A little extra time in planning can
very easily prevent a disabling
injury or death to a member of your
family. The proper location of trees
will provide many years of en-
joyable shade without an electrical
hazard or the necessity of trimming
or cutting.

Time spent looking up is time
well spent.

Adams Outlet



Many members believe their
meter is recording too much usage
when they have a high electric
bill. This is like blaming the cash
register at the grocery store for
a high grocery bill or the meter
on a gasoline pump for poor gas
mileage.

Your meter is a highly calibrated
and accurate device. In fact, few
commodities are as accurately
measured as electricity. In the
many routine and requested meter
tests conducted by Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative, it is rare to find
a meter that is outside the estab-
lished tolerance level. And the
majority of meters that are outside
of the operating standards run
slow.

In other words, the meter isn't
recording enough usage. That's
because it is like any other electric
motor; it gets slower with time as
dirt, moisture and insects take their
toll.

Adams Electrical Co-Operative
maintains a regular schedule of
testing to help keep each mem-
ber’'s meter clean and in good
working order. If a member re-
quests a test and the meter is
found to operate accurately, the
cooperative will assess a $15 ser-
vice charge to help cover the cost
of the test. If a member’s meter is
found to be outside the tolerance
level, there is no service charge and
an adjustment will be made to the
member’s account.

Due to the proven accuracy of
meters, however, the cooperative
advises members to take a close
look at their usage before they
request a meter test.

Brian Forsythe, part-time meter reader, checks more than 60 individual
meters every day to make sure they coincide with the cooperative records.

Kilowatt vs kilowatt-hour: What's the difference?

In this era of energy awareness,
most people are becoming familiar
with energy technology. Technical
terms, however, can be confusing
and are sometimes used incorrectly
“’Kilowatt”” and “‘Kilowatt-hour"’
are among the misunderstood
terms that we often use.

A kilowatt is equal to 1,000
watts. Electrical power at the rate
at which work is being done is
measured in watts. Mathemati-
cally, a watt is the product of
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amperes (rate of electrical flow)
times volts (measure of electrical
force or pressure). Equipment of
more than 1,000 watts is often
rated in kilowatts.

A kilowatt-hour is equal to 1,000
watts used for one hour. Electrical
energy is measured and bought in
kilowatt-hours. The kilowatt rating
will always remain the same for an
appliance, but the kilowatt-hours
will vary with the amount of use.

Although the two terms are

similar, kilowatt and kilowatt-hour
refer to two very different things.
Kilowatt gives you the capacity
demand for energy, while kilowatt-
hour is used to tell you the con-
sumption of energy.

So when we talk with members,
we always use the term kilowatt-
hours. Large power accounts over
75 kva transformer capacity are
the only ones concerned with
kilowatt demand.
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A household inventory is important

If your home was destroyed by
fire, would you be able to give the
insurance agent an accurate list of
the possessions you lost and what
they were worth? It you were the
victim of burglary, would you know
the serial numbers and current
value of the items stolen?

You would if
you had a cur-
rent household
inventory. Mak-
ing and updating
a list of our
household furn-
ishings is a job
many of us put
Janice Webster off — some-

times forever.
And that can be a costly mistake.

Taking a household inventory
helps to determine how much
homeowners or renters insurance
you need as well as identify the
extent of personal property loss
quickly and accurately in case of a
fire or theft.

If possible, photograph or
videotape each room and the major
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possessions in it — furniture,
appliances, rugs, clothing, jewelry,
silverware, etc. Then list each item,
its value, and when it was acquired.
Receipts of major purchases should
be saved as proof of their value and
date of purchase.

List the serial numbers of larger
things, such as television sets,
stereos, cameras, and appliances. It
is also a good idea to label these
items with your name and address.
You can often borrow engraving
tools for this purpose from your local
police department.

Ask your insurance agent for a free
household inventory booklet or con-
tact your local Cooperative Extension
Office for publication HEP-17,
Household Inventory. An inventory
booklet will be a great help in mak-
ing your inventory. Keep a master
copy of the inventory in a safe place
away from home, such as a safe-
deposit box. It's also a good idea to
keep a copy of the inventory in your
home or apartment, but make sure
it is in a fire proof box. The freezer
is another safe storage place. You

should update your copy as you pur-
chase new items or discard others
and regulary update the master
copy.

The best time to make an inven-
tory is before you buy homeowner’s
insurance. It will help you decide how
much and what kind of coverage
you’ll need to protect your major pur-
chases. Another good time to update
is right before renewing the policy,
so you'll know if your coverage limits
should be changed.

Completing a household inventory
will take time. If you are already in
your home, work on just one room
a week. Two other excellent times
to complete an inventory include
when you are packing or unpacking
from a move or for someone just get-
ting married. Set aside some time to
complete or update your household
inventory. It will be time well spent.

If you don’t have an inventory,
your insurance company may ques-
tion your claim. Without an inventory
or receipts, you may even have dif-
ficulty proving your possessions
were destroyed or stolen.

STAFF

Agricultural Advisers
Molly Bull, Adams County
Rick Keim, Schuyler County
Bill Million, Adams County

Home Economics Advisers
Treva Walker, Schuyler County
Sandy Ward, Adams County
Janice Webster, Brown County
Kathy Wolters, Adams County
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Energy efficiency

System:GT Information

your guide to geothermal heating, cooling and waterheating

ing and water heating has firmly established itself as the best system

Your best heating, cool- G eothermal heating, cooling and water heating
value begins with a G. value for many reasons. With System:GT heating, cooling and

But it's not gas. It's water heating, you’ll find the following features which are explained in
geothermal. greater detail in this and other System:GT materials.
e Unequaled efficiency e Clean operation
e Heating and cooling in a e Highest degree of safety
single system ° Energy conservation
® Low cost water heating e A variety of system options

e Longer equipment life
e Low maintenance

For these and many other reasons, your best heating, cooling and
water heating value begins with a G. . .it's geothermal.

System:GT™ — Geothermal heating, cooling and water heating is an electrically

how does it work powered system that collects heat from water or from a liquid solution
circulated through pipes buried in the earth. This method concentrates
the heat, then circulates comfortable, warm air throughout your home.
The ability to move heat is the secret of System:GT’s incredible effi-
ciency. In fact, the most efficient gas and oil furnaces use three times
as much energy to create heat as System:GT uses to move the same
amount of heat. Simply stated, it is the most efficient heating system
available today.

System:GT can air condition your home in the summer by reversing its
heat moving process—and the efficiency is just as spectacular as its
heating efficiency. While typical central air conditioners have a
Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) of around 8 Btu/watt,
System:GT can increase that efficiency to provide SEER's of 16
Btu/watt and more.

The “‘horizontal loop"’
System:GT installation
is one of several types
available.

Thanks to these energy saving features, System:GT will heat and cool
your home for less money than any other system currently available.

The closed loop system The closed loop system circulates a solution through pipes buried in
the ground. This “‘energy field"’ provides an ideal heat source.

The pipe is made of special materials designed specifically for geother-
mal use. A closed loop system eliminates water supply and disposal
decisions because the loop is sealed.

We take electric heat seriously!
Adams Electrical Co-Operative
Ph. (217) 593-7701
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Appliance sales & service

Inventory Reduction and Warehouse Clearance Sale
July 9—-13, 1990

e All appliances will be sold on a “*first-come, first-serve basis’’ while supplies
last.

e Special clearance items must be picked up by the member or delivery can be
arranged at an additional cost.
Note: Other sales items are still delivered at no charge.

® These appliances are priced at cost:
(4) Dryers
(8) Washers
(4) Ranges
(9) Refrigerators
(1) 10-inch Color TV—G.E.

These models can be seen at the
Camp Point Showroom between
8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday . .
through Friday and at Mt. Sterling Adams Electrical Co-Operative

Appliance Department

by appointment. phone: (217) 593-7701

Adgm(s) Electrical Adsams Ele&ﬁcal IN.I.

o-Operative ervice Center I-lOTPO

Route 24 3 Miles East on Rt. 24 For the long run.
Camp Point, IL Mt. Sterling, IL
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Employee news

Cooperative employees receive service awards

Eight employees were honored
for outstanding service to Adams
Electrical Co-Operative during the
43rd annual employee-director
banquet, held April 28 at the
Golden Windmill.

Recognized were: Steve Fanning,
groundman, five years of service

to the cooperative.

Kay Simpson, computer operator/
programmer, 10 years of service to
the cooperative.

Butch Passley, meter and ap-
pliance serviceman; Butch Likes,
mechanic; and Pat Boylen, line-
man, 15 years.

Betty Potts, billing clerk, 20
years.

Norman Henze,
years.

Don Long, area serviceman, 35
years.

lineman, 25
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Steve Fanning Kay Simpson Butch Passley Butch Likes
groundman (5 years) computer operator/programmer  meter and appliance serviceman mechanic (15 years)
(10 years) (15 years)
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Pat Boylen
lineman (15 years)

Betty Potts
billing clerk (20 years)

Norman Henze
lineman (25 years)
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Don Long
area serviceman (35 years)

Revised member handbook available

Copies of our revised and updated member hand-
book are available to members at our office or by mail.
All new members receive copies routinely with billing
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Request for member handbook

information. The member handbook of Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative provides detailed information on the
cooperative’s policies and services.

1
|
|
Please print: I
|
Last Name First Name Initial }
|
|
Address I
|
City State Zip Code :
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Glasgow and Ellis are winners of Washington, D.C. tour.

The winners of Adams Electrical
Co-Operative’s 31st annual *"Youth
to Washington’’ contest are Carla
Glasgow of Brown County High
School and Jim Ellis of Liberty High
School. Carla is the daughter of
David and Marie Glasgow, R.R. 1,
Mt. Sterling, and Jim is the son of
James and Linda Ellis, R. R. 3,
Liberty.

Alternates are Shane Beddingfield
of Brown County High School and
Angela Jacobs of Southeastern
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High School. Shane is the son
of Fred and Sheryl Beddingfield,
Versailles, and Angela is the
daughter of Gary and Carla Jacobs,
R. R. 1, West Point. If a winner
is unable to go to Washington,
D. C., an alternate would then
be eligible to take the trip. Both
alternates receive a $50 U. S.
Savings Bond.

Each participant in Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative’s ““Youth to
Washington’’ contest is required to
write an essay on five different
questions. A panel of three judges
grade each essay and choose four
semi-finalists. The judges then
interview the semi-finalist and
name the two winners and two
alternates.

Carla and Jim assembled with
about 60 other high school stu-
dents representing lllinois electric
cooperatives on Friday, June 15.
They traveled aboard a chartered
bus to Washington, D. C. accom-
panied by several chaperones. The
group returned to Springfield on
June 22,

During their expense-paid week
in Washington, D. C., Carla and
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Jim joined approximately 1,000
other students from 30 states in
"“Rural Electric Youth Week’’ spon-
sored by the National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association.

Activities included tours of the
U. S. Capitol, the Library of Con-
gress, Arlington National Ceme-
tery, the Smithsonian Institute,
the Washington Monument and
other national shrines. The group
also had met their senators and
representatives.
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