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Adams Electrical Co-Operative: A Review of 1983

New Employees in 1983
David Stuva, energy counselor
Ed Covey, apprentice tree trimmer
Irvin  Haschemeyer, part-time to
full-time status, custodian

Retirements in 1983

Ray Taylor, custodian, 28 years of
service

Lester Hussong, director, 32 years
of service on the board of direc-
tors of Adams Electrical
Co-Operative

Neal Futhey, director, 12 years of
service on the board of directors
of Adams Electrical Co-Opera-
tive

New directors elected in 1983
Kenneth Miller, director from
Golden
Arthur Tenhouse, director from
Liberty

William Blacketter, groundman, sprays
some heavy brush that could cause
problems with the cooperative’s lines
in the future.

The new three-phase line south of
Colmar was constructed alongside
the old single-phase line. The single-
phase poles were purposely tilted,
allowing electrical service to continue
while the new line was built. The new
2.5 mile line will connect the LaPrairie
substation to the Colmar substation.

Construction is complete on 4.5 miles
of three-phase line which will serve as
a north feeder line out of the new
Sugar Grove substation. This new line
follows the Sugar Grove blacktop from
State Route 103 north toward Rush-
ville.

(Continued on pages 4 & 5)



What to do
when the

power is off

1. Check vyour fuses and switches
below meter. If some of your lights
work, then the trouble is in your
own fuses. Remember to check the
main cartridge fuses in the fuse
box.

2. If all the lights are off, then check
with your neighbor to see if his
power is off,

3. If you have not found the trouble,
call the appropriate number listed
below. Be sure to give your name,
location and map number which
may be found at the bottom of
your power bill. This map number
is used the same as a street address
in locating your place. Please call in
as soon as the trouble is discovered
or anything wrong with the line is
noticed.

4. For Service Outages — call Camp
Point 593-7701.

Office Hours — Monday through
Friday.

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Satur-
day.

Holidays Observed: New Years'
Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day,
Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving Day
and Christmas.

In an emergency, if 593-7701 is out of
service, call:

Aubrey Bucher . ... ..... 593-7331

Roger Mohrman . ....... 593-6640

G.A.Moody .......... 593-6804

Chris Bennett . . . ....... 593-6636

Douglas Aeilts. . . ....... 593-7340
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From the

Manager’'s Desk

Reaching
our goal

The goal of Adams Electrical
Co-Operative has always been to
provide reliable electric service at the
lowest cost consistent with good
management. You will notice three
italicized important phrases in that
goal. Most of what you heard at our
1983 annual meeting had to do with
the financial side of the good manage-
ment portion. However, what we
usually hear from our members
throughout the year has to do with
either the reliable service part or
low-cost power, depending upon
whether the power is off or the
monthly service bill has just arrived
in the mail.

The good management practice part
says that your board of directors and
management must be considering all of
these points, along with a number of
other factors which are not quite as
obvious, and all must be kept in
balance, not just this month or this
year, or in any particular area, but for
the entire system over a period of
many years.

Elsewhere in this issue you will see
an accounting of some of the major
accomplishments of the past year. This
work was a combination of construc-
tion to serve new members, rebuilding
of some outdated lines and a system-

Roger Mohrman

atic program of maintaining our
present system,

Most of the work we accomplished
in 1983 is going to benefit you, the
membership, several years down the
road. Although we, too, feel the
effects of the present economical
situation, we must be equally con-
cerned about the long-range effects. It
is quite easy to put off or neglect the
upkeep of an electrical distribution
system during poor economical times;
however, experience has shown us that
a planned, long-range approach is
much more economical. One example
of this is our system improvements
program for replacing and rebuilding
old lines so they will have larger
capacity and easier access, be safer,
and, most importantly, be more
reliable. This program is based on
a long-range engineering plan, which
goes well into the future. Most of our
major rebuilding in 1983 was in the
Plymouth, Marcelline and Sugar Grove
areas. Next year other weak spots in
our system will be improved. By
following a systematic approach and
accomplishing a certain amount of
improvements each year, we feel we
can continue to provide you with the
best possible electrical service at the
lowest possible cost.

4-H Electrical School
February 1

The Tri-County 4-H Electrical School will be held on Febru-
ary 11, 1984, from 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. at the Camp Point Com-
munity Building. This year’s program will also feature a morning
session for parents who bring students to the 4-H school on home
weatherization and appliance usage. For additional information,
contact the Adams, Brown or Schuyler County Cooperative

Extension Service.
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Co-op plans 25th }
annual 'Youthto
Washington’ contest

Who is Eligible?

Any high school student enrolled in his 10th (sophomore) or 4
11th (junior) year, except members of the immediate family of
any board member or employee of Adams Electrical Co-Oper-
ative. Adams Electrical Co-Operative will send two students on
this all-expense-paid trip to Washington, D.C.

How Long Will the Trip Last?

Winners will leave by luxurious air-conditioned bus Friday,
June 8, 1984, and they return to Springfield Friday, June 15,
Transportation will also be furnished to and from Springfield.

What Must | Do to Enter Contest?

David Stuva, Energy Counselor at
Adams Electrical Co-Operative, will
visit schools in our service area in the
near future and will leave materials
outlining the regulations for our 1984
contest. Participants are required to
answer five questions regarding rural
electrification. Each question is to be

Julie Shoemaker

January 1984

answered in 200 words or less.

All finalists in the contest will
receive a free trip to Springfield to
participate in “lllinois Rural Electric
Youth Day' on April 25, 1984. The
finalists will meet with state officials
and legislators during a luncheon and
evening banquet, in addition to

Shellie Mumme

touring the state capital and other
historic sites.

Winners of the “Youth to Washing-
ton’" Contest will be staying at the
Quality Inn  Hotel in Arlington,
Virginia. The new high-rise hotel
is located near Washington National
Airport minutes away from downtown
Washington. While on the Washington
tour, students will visit the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, the Bureau
of Printing and Engraving, the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives,
the Supreme Court Building, the
Library of Congress, the White House
and many other historical monuments
and places. The 1984 tour will include
a visit to Gettysburg to tour the Civil
War Battlefield.

Interested students should contact
their school counselor, principal or the
member service department of Adams
Electrical Co-Operative.

Julie Shoemaker of Quincy High
School and Shellie Mumme of Brown
County High School, at left, repre-
sented the cooperative on the 1983
Washington, D.C,, tour.
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One of the worst ice storms in vyears
hit our service area on Feb. 3, 1983.
This is a view of the switch gear that
caused the outage problem. The switch
gear was partially pulled apart due to
the heavy ice on the line.

Two new directors and one incumbent were chosen to serve on the board of
directors of Adams Electrical Co-Operative at the annual meeting Sept. 13,
1983, held at Bailey Park in Camp Point. With Manager Roger Mohrman are, from
left: Robert Smith, president of the board of directors; Ivan Busby of Rushville, a
six-year board member who was reelected; Arthur Tenhouse of Liberty, and
Kenneth Miller of Golden.

An oil well uses an electric motor to
efficiently pump oil from an oil-rich
field in southern Brown County. Most
of the oil found was in an area known
as Buckhorn East, three miles south-
west of Mount Sterling.

Oil storage tanks are grouped together
in a section of road known as "“Gaso-
line Alley.”” Each tank can hold 210
barrels.

i LT B

The Advisory Committee held its first
meeting of 1983 on Feb. 5 at the
Clinton nuclear power plant. The
committee had indicated that one of
its top priorities was to tour the power
plant and understand how it produces
electricity. Advisory Committee
officers for 1983 were: Mike Ten-
Tom Moore, left, general manager of the Association of lllinois Electric Cooper- house, chairman; Ben Meyers, vice
atives, presents the 1982 Outstanding Safety Award to Aubrey Bucher, operations chairman, and Marcia Herren, secre-
superintendent. This award is presented annually to lllinois electric cooperatives tary. A new committee and officers
with excellent safety records. will be selected in 1984.
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Betty Potts, billing clerk, stuffs capital
credit checks into envelopes, preparing
them to be mailed. In December 1983,
Adams Electrical Co-Operative issued
4500 checks totaling $72,960 for
capital credit earned in 1958.

rative: A Review of 1983

(Continued from page 1)

Adams Electrical Co-Operative and
Western lllinois Electrical Coop. have
jointly purchased a new machine
called a “Thumper” to locate under-
ground faults. Daryl Douglas, lineman,
checks the “Thumper” to make sure it
is functioning properly.

Western Illinois Power Cooperative
(WIPCO) is currently building the
Sugar Grove substation. Upon comple-
tion in 1984, the system will provide
adequate and dependable service to
more than 500 consumers. The new
substation will also take some of the
load off the Rushville and Mount
Sterling substations.

Mike Kelly named district 5 director

The 1984 nominating committee
met November 29, 1983, to nominate
candidates to fill the vacancy on the
board. The nominating committee
nominated three highly qualified
nominees for director of District 5.
The board of directors of Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative selected Mike Kelly
from the three to serve as District 5
director at their 1983 December board
meeting, Mike will complete the unex-
pired term vacated by the death of
Kenneth Marlow.

Mike has a grain operation con-

sisting of 600 acres near Huntsville, He
is a 1964 graduate of Augusta High
School. Mike and his wife, Shirley,
have also served on the Member
Advisory Committee at Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative.

Mike is a township supervisor and is
a director of the Hancock County Fair
Association. He is also a member of
the Masonic Lodge 465, Huntsville,
where he serves as Master.

Mike and Shirley have one daugh-
ter, Donna, who is a senior at South-
eastern High School, Augusta.

Mike Kelly

January 1984
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f3 Large capacity 21.2cut ft upright
food freezer (3 Built-in lock B3 6 Door
shelves [0 4 Refrigerated plus 1 ad-
justable shell B3 Interior light

Only $619.95 Model FV21CA

.
Hotpoint
3 153 Cu ft chest freezer [J Built-in
lock [3 Gliding wire basket [3 Defrost

waler drain ] Adjustable temperature
control 3 Magnetic door seal

Model FH15CA
Only $469.95

{3 83 Cu. ft chest freezer [ Just
35%s " wide [J Adjustable lemperature
contral & Gliding wire basket O3
Fiberglass lid

Only $394 .95

Model FH8CA

1 16.1 Cu. ft. upright food ireezer {3
Built-in lock £3 Bulk storage basket (3
5 Door shelves plus one for juice cans
0 3 Refrigerated shelves 1 Just 32"

W9 Only $514.95 Model FV16CA

1 13.3 Cu. ft. upright food freezer 01
Built-in lock B3 3 Refrigerated shelves
B 4 Door shelves [ Bulk-storage
shelf 3 Adjustable temperature con-
trol B3 Just 28" wide.

Model FV13CA

Only $469.95

*

0 Large capacity 25.3 cu. ft. chest
freezer [3 Built-in lock £ Interior light
B3 2 Gliding wire baskets £1 Vertical
cabinet divider [ Defrost water drain
3 Adjustable temperature control.

Only $599.95 Model FH25CA
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3 20.3 Cu. ft. chest freezer £ Built-in
lock B3 2 Gliding wire baskets B3
Vertical cabinet divider £1 Power-on
signal light & Defrost water drain.

Model FH20CA
Only $539.95
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Bits and Pieces

Eight cents to farmers

Wheat farmers received only 8 cents of each dollar spent
for wheat products in 1981, according to the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

Consumers spent more than $30 billion for wheat
products, but wheat farmers received only $2.5 billion of
that amount.

The remainder went to farmers producing other ingredi-
ents, millers, food processors, wholesalers, retailers, trans-
porters, packagers and advertisers.

The wheat products include bread, rolls, crackers, cookies,
breakfast foods, flour, macaroni, spaghetti and frozen baked
goods.

In 1981, baked goods from wheat accounted for more
than $23 billion — about three-fourths the value of all grain
products used.

USDA figures show the average acre of wheat harvested in
1981 yielded about 34 bushels weighing about 2,040 pounds.
Milling produces 75 percent flour and 25 percent millfeed, a
by product used for animal feed.

Humidifier can increase indoor winter comfort

Adding a humidifier during the heating season can help
increase your comfort. A humidifier also makes it possible to
stay comfortable at a lower temperature, thus offering
potential savings in heating costs.

In winter, your heating system warms up the air circulat-
ing in your house, drying it in this heating process. This drier
air feels uncomfortable, making it necessary to raise the
temperature a few degrees in order to remain comfortable.

By adding moisture to the air with a humidifier, you can
feel comfortable at the same temperature. In winter, the

indoor humidity level should be between 30 and 40 percent.

A humidifier not only helps you stay comfortable, but
also helps prevent excessive dryness in the house, which can
cause the glue in furniture to dry out, the nap of rugs to
become brittle and plants to wither and die.

Other physical signs of discomfort associated with low
moisture are dryness of lips, eyelids and membranes in the
nose and throat; and dry, flaky skin.

The next time you feel uncomfortably cool and reach for
the thermostat, stop. Instead, install a humidifier and stay
comfortable at a lower temperature.

Resetting circuit breakers

Resetting a circuit breaker in your electric service panel

is even easier than changing a fuse. Just follow these steps:

1. Unplug or turn “off’" all of the lamps and appliances
you were using when the circuit went off.

2. Move the circuit breaker handle from the “tripped”
position to the "off" position. You will detect by
feel when the breaker has reset, Then switch it to the
"“on" position,

3. If the breaker does not hold in the “on"’
call your electrician.

position,

Income levels reported

The national average income in 1982 was $11,107 per
person, says the Commerce Department’s Bureau of Econo-
mic Analysis.

The highest state income was in Alaska at $16,257 and
the lowest was in Mississippi at $7,778. Alaska’s higher
income ranking comes from its continually high oil and
pipeline income. Sun Belt states absorbed a major population
shift, causing income levels to be spread thinner.

Properly sized furnace will save energy

A furnace that doesn’t run much — even on very cold days
— probably is too big for the house, and an oversized furnace
wastes energy, according to Tom Greiner, extension agricul-
tural engineer at lowa State University.

“A smaller furnace that runs almost continuously on very
cold days will actually use less energy than a large furnace
that easily handles that cold with short blasts of heat,”
Greiner says.

Replacing an oversized furnace with a correctly sized one,
he says, could result in energy savings of 13 percent.

Proper sizing also affects furnace life. A smaller furnace
that runs more usually lasts longer than an oversized furnace

that remains idle most of the winter. “That's because it's
harder on furnaces to switch off and on than to continue
running,” Greiner explains,

He warns that a smaller furnace “won’t provide the quick
warm-up that a large furnace does. And, if a furnace is too
small, it may not be able to keep up with the thermostat on
some very cold days.”

Local heating experts can help homeowners select a
proper furnace size. Qualified service personnel may also be
able to adjust existing propane or natural gas furnaces which
are oversized, in order to reduce their energy use.

"“"Remember to consider all energy-saving improvements
made in the house when sizing a furnace,” Greiner points
out. "Tighter windows may mean less heat is needed.”

Tips on portable heaters

Are you contemplating a portable heater to supplement
your home’s heating system this winter?

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commis-
sion, more than 5,000 persons each year receive hospital
emergency-room treatment for injuries associated with
portable space heaters.

Whether you select a gas, oil, kerosene, or electric heater,
make sure it has a tipover safety device. A fuel-type heater
should have a shut-off valve to stop the flow of fuel if the
heater is tipped over accidentally; an electric one should have
a switch or sensor device that would automatically turn off
the heater.

It's imperative to follow the manufacturer’s instructions
before using any type of space heater.

Most fuel-type models, for example, require some type of
ventilation for proper combustion. Then, too, you must
follow the manufacturer’s instructions for keeping the
heaters adjusted and clean.

On the other hand, with an electric heater, you must
make sure your home's wiring can safely handle the addi-
tional load. Otherwise, the heater will trip a circuit breaker
or blow a fuse.

Because of the importance of following the manufac-
turer’s instructions, you should review them every fall when
getting out the heater for another season.

January 1984
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Attention, members...

We have received numerous calls
during the last 30 days about a survey
conducted in our area by Principia
College, Elsah, lllinois 62028, Appar-
ently, the information presented to
the members by people doing the sur-
vey has been rather misleading. Adams

Electrical Co-Operative, Western
Illinois Power Cooperative and our
bankers, REA and CFC, have not
funded or are not in any way con-
nected with the survey.

If information is needed by your
cooperative or our wholesale power
supplier, WIPCO, the survey would be
done with properly identified cooper-
ative employees. Whatever information

you care to share with Principia
College or your willingness to make a
financial contribution to the college is
certainly between you, as an individ-
ual, and the college. We regret that
we were unable to forewarn you of the
survey so you would not have been
confused by some of the statements
and assumptions made by the Principia
College survey.

Is your mailing address correct ?

Adams Electrical Co-Operative is
currently updating all incorrect mail-
ing addresses for our members. Many
of the cooperative’s members have
incomplete mailing addresses, such as
no rural route number or post office
box number. The U.S. Postal Service
requests that patrons use their proper
post office box numbers and rural
route numbers for faster mail delivery.
By using a complete address, the
cooperative can also  distinguish
between members who have the same
name, avoiding possible mistakes.

Many times cooperative members

move and forget to notify us of a
change of address. This causes needless
delays in the billing process and other
correspondence that is mailed to mem-
bers. A member should leave a for-
warding address even if he moves out
of the cooperative’s service area.
Capital credit checks can then be dis-
tributed much faster in later years if
the cooperative has the latest address
available.

If your spouse is deceased, contact
the cooperative and have the billing
changed to your name. Also, if your
marital status changes, such as mar-

riage, remarriage or divorce, the
membership should be resigned. There
is no charge for this service, If mem-
bers keep their accounts up-to-date, it
is much easier for the cooperative to
locate them when they are eligible for
a capital credit check.

If you move or have an incomplete
mailing address, please notify the
cooperative so that the proper changes
can be made. Contact the Billing
Department at Adams Electrical
Co-Operative if you have any ques-
tions.

Clip and mail to: Adams Electrical Co-Operative, P.O. Box 247, Camp Point, IL 62320.

Account No. Please print or type

CORRECT TO:

Last Name

First Name

Initial

Last Name

First Name Initial

PRESENT
BILLING
ADDRESS

No. & Street, Apt., P.O. Box or R.R. #

No. & Street, Apt., P.O. BoxorR.R. #

City State

Zip Code City

Zip Code




