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The advisory committee of Adams
Electrical Co-Operative received
an extensive and informative
tour of the nuclear Clinton Power
Station. At the time of the tour,
over 3,000 people were working
on the power plant, which is 85
percent completed. One of the
interesting parts of the tour was
the control room. When in opera-
tion, the entire power plant will
be controlled by five engineers in
this room.

Advisory committee tours

The advisory committee of Adams
Electrical Co-Operative toured the
nuclear Clinton Power Station on
March 24, The committee had indi-
cated that one of its top priorities in
1984 was to tour the power plant and
understand how it produces elec-
tricity. The power plant will produce
950,000 kilowatts of electricity when
it's completed, now scheduled for
November 1986.

Each director of Adams Electrical
Co-Operative appoints two couples to
serve a two-year term on the advisory
committee. This makes a total of 18
couples from nine director districts.
The committee, which  meets

quarterly, learns about cooperative
objectives and provides the coopera-
tive “‘feedback’ on vital issues con-
cerning the members.

Advisory committee officers for
1984 are: chairman, George Huseman;
vice-chairman, John Yingling and
secretary, Ruth DeMoss. These officers
will work with David Stuva, director
of member relations, to plan advisory
committee meetings and select topics
for the programs. Members of the
1984 advisory committee are: David
and Paula Lewis, Rushville; Joseph and
Michele Bartlow, Rushville; Larry and
Patricia Trautvetter, Loraine; Delbur
and Janet Knorr, Golden; Roger and

power plant

Sherry Willis, Quincy; Wesley and
Ruth DeMoss, Camp Point; George
and Louise Huseman, Versailles;
Daniel and Cathy Reische, Mt. Sterl-
ing; Richard and Joyce Ringenberg,
Huntsville;  William and Dorcas
Kraemer, La Prairie; Ross and Sandy
Loos, Quincy; Ronald and Juanita
Maple, Plainville; Maurice and Patricia
Koch, Mendon; Gary and Kathye
Niekamp, Quincy; Roger and Marcia
Herren, Clayton; John and Barbara
Yingling, Mt. Sterling; Michael and
Diane Tenhouse, Coatsburg and
Charles and Marilyn Eidson, Clayton.



What to do
when the
power is off

1. Check your fuses and switches
below meter. If some of your lights
work, then the trouble is in your
own fuses. Remember to check the
main cartridge fuses in the fuse
box.

2. If all the lights are off, then check
with your neighbor to see if his
power is off,

3. If you have not found the trouble,
call the appropriate number listed
below. Be sure to give your name,
location and map number which
may be found at the bottom of
your power bill. This map number
is used the same as a street address
in locating your place. Please call in
as soon as the trouble is discovered
or anything wrong with the line is
noticed.

4. For Service QOutages — call Camp
Point 593-7701.

Office Hours — Monday through
Friday.

7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Satur-
day.

Holidays Observed: New Years’
Day, Good Friday, Memorial Day,
Independence Day, Labor Day,
Veterans’ Day, Thanksgiving Day
and Christmas.

In an emergency, if 593-7701 is out of
service, call:

Aubrey Bucher , . .. ... .. 593-7331
Roger Mohrman . . ...... 593-6640
Chris Bennett . . . ... . ... 593-6636
Douglas Aeilts. . . . .. ... 593-7340
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From the

Manager's Desk

A better way
to
sell electricity

Roger Mohrman

Electricity is not sold by the
package, the pound, the gallon, or the
piece. Residential consumers buy
electricity by the number of kilowatt-
hours they use during a month. A
kilowatt-hour is 1,000 watts of elec-
tricity used one hour. We do not
actually use a kilowatt-hour; we use a
refrigerator, a TV, a motor, lights,
or some other electric appliance or
device that consumes that much
electric energy to operate. We cannot
see, hear, feel, taste or smell electricity
as it cooks our food, heats and cools
our homes, pumps and heats our
water, lights our homes, powers our
tools, and does hundreds of other
tasks on a regular basis. We do not
have empty jars, bottles, cartons or
packages left over from the use of
electricity, so we easily forget what
the kilowatts were used for by the
time we get our electric bills.

It might be better if we had a meter
on each electrical appliance, tool,
light, motor, water heater, etc. If we
did, we could see that our TV used 25
cents worth of electricity today; our
refrigerator 50 cents, which, by the
way, is equivalent to one-half bag of
ice from the supermarket; our hair
dryer used 1 cent, our lighting 20
cents, etc. If we had such a system,
we would be more aware of the cost of
energy for each electric appliance used
and each electrical chore performed.
Then we could decide whether 25
cents was a reasonable price to use our
TV, 1 cent to dry our hair, 50 cents to
freeze and cool our food, etc. We
could compare to other alternatives
and we might realize that electricity is
really a bargain when we consider
what it does for us.

When we look at other life essen-
tials of food, clothing and shelter, we
find there is diversity in the consump-
tion levels of different individuals. We

can buy soup or steaks, depending
upon our appetites and ability to pay
for the food we buy. We can buy blue
jeans or expensive three-piece suits,
depending on our preference, need and
financial ability. We can buy mobile
homes or mansions, depending on our
lifestyles and ability to pay for shelter.

As we consider the vast cost range
of life’s necessities, we realize that
there is a great difference due to
quantity of consumption and gquality
of life. We also have choices in the
electric energy consumption area.
Alternate energy sources are available
in almost every area of electric use,
but very few alternatives are as con-
venient or inexpensive as electric
energy.

Prices of electricity are based on
the cost of providing electric service.
I'm sure we would all like the 20 cent
loaf of bread, the $5 blue jeans, the
$5,000 home, and the $20 electric
bill, but those prices just don’t exist
anymaore,

I wish that Adams Electrical
Co-Operative could give you 1984
electric service at 1960 prices, but
such prices would not come close to
meeting all the costs involved in
serving you with electricity. We know
electricity has become essential just as
food, clothing, or shelter. Your
cooperative must pay its bills just like
each of us must meet our personal
responsibilities. Nearly 87 cents of
every dollar that you pay to your
electrical cooperative goes to meet our
fixed costs of wholesale power,
insurance, taxes, interest, etc. over
which we have no control.

We have held, and we will continue
our efforts to hold, our controllable
costs in line, Nearly all of the increases
that you have experienced have come
in the areas over which we have no
control.

Adams Outlet



Electricity vs. manual labor:
Who really has the muscle?

by David Stuva,
Director of Member Relations

Electricity is often thought of as
being an expensive product.
True, the price has increased over the
last few vyears, but at a much lower
rate than other basic necessities.

Have you ever compared the cost of
electricity to the cost of labor: The
result may surprise you. The average
cost of electricity at Adams Electrical
Co-Operative is about 8 cents/kwh.
Let’s compare the cost of electricity to
manual labor. A strong man is almost
equal to 1/10th of a horsepower,
although he cannot work continuously.
But in this example, he is worth
1/10th of a horsepower and can work
non-stop for 10 hours. At the end of
10 hours he would have done work
equal to 1,000 watt-hours of electric-

ity. (1,000 watts equals 1 horse-
power.) If the man is paid the mini-
mum wage of $3.35 per hour, it will
cost $33.50 for the work done,

What is the cost of 1,000 watt-
hours? The 1,000 watt-hours of
work completed is equal to 1 kilowatt-
hour at 8 cents per kwh. Consequently
the electricity did the same amount of
work for B cents, compared to $33.50
for the man. When evaluated in these
terms, the cost of electricity makes
manual labor worth less than 1 cent
per man hour.

What if the plug were pulled and
electricity no longer flowed? Would
the people of rural America be able to
handle the change? | wouldn’t be able
to adjust my lifestyle. | suppose
housewives could haul water from the
nearest creek or, if they were lucky,
from a well, sweep with a broom, wash

their dishes in water boiled on a wood
stove and can all perishable foods.
Farmers would have to depend on rain
to irrigate crops, haul water to live-
stock, milk by hand and shovel grain.

Electricity is not only a conveni-
ence, it spells the difference between
an educated human being and a wasted
mind; it provides opportunities for
increased productivity; it keeps us
warm or cool with no adverse side
effects; it simplifies the duties of a
housewife and makes the storage of
food safe and sanitary; it relieves the
farmer of routine chores so that he
may concentrate on the production of
food and certainly, electricity keeps us
entertained through television and
radio.

Who needs electricity? We all do! |
find it very difficult to imagine life
without electricity.

Where will each revenue dollar go in ‘84?7

This illustration shows the various
expenses budgeted by Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative for each dollar of
revenue received in 1984. Unfor-
tunately, 87 percent of the coopera-
tive’s costs are beyond its direct
control. Wholesale power costs, taxes,

depreciation, insurance, interest costs,
inflation, government regulations and
many operating expenses are some of
the fixed costs that the cooperative
can’t control. This means that your
cooperative directly controls only 13
cents of every dollar of revenue.

Remember, all rate changes reflect
only the cost increases needed to
deliver electricity to members. Adams
Electrical Co-Operative is not organ-
ized to make a profit, but to provide
electrical service at cost to its con-
sumer/members,
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Adams Electrical Co-operative staff changes

David Stuva

David Stuva assumed the duties of
director of member relations on April
2. He began employment with the
cooperative in January 1983 as energy
counselor,

David will develop and direct the
cooperative’s member and public rela-
tions program. He will coordinate
educational programs, advertising and
work with the advisory committee. He
will also continue to keep the mem-
bers informed about the nuclear
Clinton Power Station which s
scheduled to go on line in 1986.

David grew up on a farm in south-
west lowa and is a graduate of Green-

Debbie Janssen

field High School, Greenfield, lowa.
He also has a degree in public admin-
istration from Northwest Missouri
State University in Maryville, Missouri.

Debbie Janssen recently transferred
to the accounting department as a
junior accountant. She began employ-
ment with the cooperative in July
1982 as member service secretary.

Debbie’s new responsibilities will
include: assisting with payroll, prepar-
ing financial reports, maintaining gen-
eral ledger accounts and filling out
various tax returns. She will also help
make sure cooperative records adhere
to the accounting principles of the

Nancy Holmes
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Dwaine “Swede’ Marlow

Cooperative Finance Corporation and
the Rural Electrification Administra-
tion,

Dwaine “‘Swede’ Marlow assumed
the duties of sales and service manager
on April 2. Swede was hired as a
serviceman in November 1957.

Some of Swede’s new responsibil-
ities include: supervising the selling
and servicing of major appliances,
installing and repairing security lights,
overseeing connects and disconnects,
and installing electric heat. He will also
be working with cooperative members
on' matters concerning electrical usage
inquiries and collections.

New employee

Nancy Holmes started work at
Adams Electrical Co-Operative on
April 2 as member service secretary.
She is a 1972 graduate of Southeastern
High School in Augusta. She pre-
viously worked as secretary to the
plant manager at McGraw-Edison,
Macomb.

Nancy and her husband, Alan, have
two children: Alana, 5, and Ross, 21
months, Alan works as a salesman for
Holmes Equipment Company in
Augusta. The Holmes are members of
the Awugusta Larger Parish, United
Methodist Church and reside in
Augusta.

The board of directors and
employees welcome Nancy to Adams
Electrical Co-Operative.
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Employees receive service awards

The 37th Annual Employee-Director Banquet was held at
the Knights of Columbus Hall in Mt. Sterling on April 17.
Five employees were honored for outstanding service to
Adams Electrical Co-Operative. The speaker for the evening
was Wayne Humphreys from Columbus Junction, lowa. He is
a noted humorist and also a farmer.

G. A. Moody, former Member Services Department

manager and Herb Daggett, former mechanic, were also

honored at the banquet. G.A, retired from the cooperative
on April 6, 1984, with 32 years of service and Herb retired
from the cooperative on March 20, 1984, with 23 years of
service, For a retirement gift, G. A. and Herb were each
presented a gold watch. The board of directors and
employees wish the Moodys and Daggetts much happiness in
the future.

Roger Mohrman, 30-year pin

Do you need
a speaker?

Are you responsible for plan-
ning programs for your civic or
business group? A teacher seek-
ing new approaches to energy-
related topics for your students?
Looking for interesting luncheon
or evening program alternatives
for a senior citizens group?

Slide illustrated talks,
speeches and films, as well as
the equipment needed to present
the programs, are available from
Adams Electrical Co-Operative
at no cost. Tours of the coopera-
tive's headquarters or other
facilities can also be arranged.

Topics include: acid rain,
nuclear power, safety, efficient
uses of energy, electric rdtes and

Pearl Baehr, 30-year pin

Alvin Lashbrook, 15-year pin

Bill Alexander, 20-year pin

Jim Kerr, 10-year pin

a host of other topics. Adams
Electrical Co-Operative  will
tailor a program to your needs.
For more information contact
David Stuva at (217) 593-7701.

service.

Each year at the Employee-Director Banquet, service
award pins are presented to employees for each five years of

Service awards
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Bits and Pieces

Nuclear industry alive and well
despite negative press reports

CONTRARY to what the press would have the public
believe, the nuclear industry is doing well, according to
Edison Electric Institute President William McCollam, Jr,

McCollam admonished the news media last month for
making “little effort’”” to distinguish among ‘“‘the few com-
panies with serious problems and the many which are suc-
cessfully operating and buidling nuclear plants.

“The media handling of nuclear power during past weeks
has done a grave disservice not only to electric utilities, but
to their shareowners and customers by painting the entire
nuclear industry with the same broad brush,” he said in a
speech to the New York Society of Security Analysts.

McCollam said that from 1974 to 1982, nuclear plants
saved consumers “between $13 and $75 billion” compared
to what their electricity would have cost if it had been
supplied by coal or oil plants.

He added that nuclear energy has proven to be safe and
has now accumulated in the U.S. alone “‘more than 700 years
of operating experience without a single death or injury to
the public.”

Also admonishing media coverage of the nuclear industry
was an article, “Premature Obituary for Nuclear Power,” by
Kenneth Labich in the February 20 issue of Fortune maga-
zine,

“You wouldnt know it from recent headlines, but the
U.S. nuclear power industry has not melted to a full stop.
Since the Three Mile Island accident in 1979, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission has granted 17 operating permits for
ne_v; power reactors; three units went on line last year,” it
said.

"More than 80 nuclear reactors pump out electricity
in the U.S. and the great majority of the 48 plants under
construction will sooner or later get completed and switched
on.

“Nuclear plants with over 100,000 megawatts of capacity
will then be generating about 17 percent of the nation’s
projected electric power needs into the late 1990s,” Labich
wrote. “That adds up to the world’s largest nuclear power
program by far.”

Rich water supplies could dwindle, experts say

The United States has a renewable water supply of 1.4
trillion gallons a day in the lower 48 states, but some areas,
particularly the High Plains states, could face shortages,
according to the government’s first National Water Summary.
The U.S. Geological Survey’s unprecedented state-by-state
assessment of water resources warned there is potential
shortage in some High Plains states, the Colorado River
Basin, southern Arizona and central California.

“We will have to make the best use of the water we have
if we are to avoid serious future problems,” said Interior
Secretary William Clark. ““This overall abundance does not

guarantee that adequate water supplies of an acceptable
quality will be available where and when they are needed in
the future.

Regions facing serious problems, according to the report,
are the southern and central High Plains states, including
Kansas, New Mexico, Texas, and parts of Oklahoma,
Nebraska, Colorado, Wyoming and South Dakota; the
Colorado River Basin, which encompasses California, Nevada,
Utah, Arizona, Colorado, Wyoming and Idaho; southern
Arizona; and California’s Central Valley.

U.S. energy consumption to increase this year
Americans will use 4 percent more energy this year than
in 1983, according to the Energy Department’'s quarterly
short-term outlook. Such an increase would be the first rise
in consumption since 1979. The prediction is based on the
assumption that the economic recovery will continue and
that the price of oil will stabilize. Generation of electricity is
expected to increase 3.6 percent this year, after an estimated
2.3 percent rise in 1983. The residential price of electricity,
however, which has been increasing at double-digit rates for
the past three years, is expected to increase only 3.8 percent
in 1983, and 7.2 percent in 1984. The increase in electric
generation this year is expected to be supplied primarily by
increases in use of coal and nuclear power. The outlook
projects an 8.4 percent increase in nuclear generation this
year and a 5.9 percent rise in coal-fired electricity. Hydro-

electric generation in 1983 is expected to be 5 percent above
record-breaking levels set in 1982 and about 17 percent
above normal. As a result of full reservoirs, saturated soils
and more aggressive reservoir drawdown policies, hydro
generation is expected to be 3 percent above normal this
year. Oil and natural gas consumption by electric utilities has
decreased over the past four years. After a drop of 18 per-
cent in 1982 from year-earlier levels, use of oil and natural
gas to generate electricity fell 6 percent in 1983. That
is expected to rise slightly this year. In 1983, the outlook
estimates coal produced 55 percent of the electricity, natural
gas 12 percent, nuclear power 13 percent, petroleum 6
percent, hydroelectric 14 percent and less than 1 percent for
other energy sources.

Energy department budget is left intact

The administration has proposed that the Department of
Energy receive $12.8 billion in budget authority for fiscal
year 1985, a slight increase over the fiscal 1984 budget.
Spending on nuclear research continues to rise, while overall
non-defense outlays are slated to drop about 10 percent, to
about $5.4 billion.

For the first time since President Reagan took office,
there is no mention in his proposed budget about dismantling
the Department of Energy. Faced with stiff congressional
opposition for that plan, the budget now focuses on mixing
government assistance with private sector efforts in energy

May 1984

research.

Budget authority for alternative energy, including solar,
geothermal and hydropower would be slashed by $33.7
million under the adminstration’s proposal. The $181.3
million authorized for fiscal 1985 included $163.6 million
for solar energy, and would continue existing government
programs but not enhance the federal role in researching
renewable energy. Energy Department officials explain
that alternative energy is not sufficently developed to make
it competitive in the marketplace, and the government’s role
will remain to assist the private sector’s efforts.
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Electric safety requires
everybody’s ener

Whether it’s work or play that has you
outdoors this spring, remember to
keep an eye out for overhead power
lines. Your member-owned elec-
tric cooperative works to keep
power lines in a safe condition.
Still, we need your help . . . for
safety’s sake,

e Warn your child-
ren not to climb trees
that have power lines
running through them, /@7
Trees can conduct elec-
tricity and are particularly
dangerous when wet.

® |nstruct your
children to fly kites in
an open field away from
power lines and roads. Also
caution them not to try

T Ve *-."":’“V"{'"T N
to remove a kite if it (GERINASS]
catches on a power line /& 2 e ) ’mf E‘:‘;.;_tﬁb
or pOIe. /f ; SN g N T

e |f you’re using
a ladder to work on your home, install an antenna or trim trees, survey your work area
and overhead clearance carefully before you begin work. If a tree limb is touching a
cooperative power line, call us and we’ll trim it safely.

e |f you’re driving or towing tall farm equipment, pay close attention to the
location and clearance of all overhead lines.

Electricity is the safe, clean and efficient energy source when used sensibly. But
all it takes is just one careless moment to show how deadly it can be. Don’t put your
life on the line. Look up and live.

Attention:
Security light
renters

Included in your May 1, 1984,
Power Cost Adjustment (PCA) is a
1.21 cent/kwh surcharge, representing
the amount of kilowatt-hours used by
your security light during March. By
using the PCA, the cooperative is able
to adjust the cost of electricity for
your security light without changing
the monthly rental charge of $5.41.




