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Tradition continues at the Drake Store

by David Stuva

“We really enjoy living and work-
ing in Huntsville. In fact, we con-
sider it a privilege to be part of the
Huntsville community!” Alice
(Mert) and Glen (Cab) Drake have
been a cornerstone in this small
community since 1947, when they
purchased the store from Mr. and
Mrs. W. G. Stoner. The Drakes are
long-time members of Adams Elec-
trical Co-Operative and can even
remember when the cooperative
brought electricity to the rural areas
of Schuyler County.

Step through the doors of the
Drake Store and you are trans-
ported back to another era. A time
when life progressed at a slower
rate and everyone in the county
knew “just about everybody.” Back
then, the neighborhood store was
not only a place to buy groceries
and farm supplies, it was also a
place to visit with others and catch
up on the latest news.

Well, life still continues in this
manner at the Drake Store. Early in
the morning, folks gather around
the pot bellied stove in the back of

the store. They talk about the news,
crops and, of course, the weather.
There are two ‘‘discussion
benches” in the back, so you can
sit down while you have a soda or
a cup of coffee. Mert explained,
"The discussion benches are an im-
portant part of our store. We want

According to Mert and Cab Drake,
the needs of rural people haven't
changed much in 35 .years, but
there is a lot more book work in-
volved now for state and federal
tax records.

people to have a place to meet, visit
and hopefully trade!” She con-
tinued, “Our customers wanted a
store that was interested in more
than just their money. Cab and |
have always tried to let our
customers know we care.”

When the Drakes started in the
general merchandise business, they
didn't have electricity. Since that
time they have modernized, adding
an ice box, a hand meat slicer, a set
of scales and a number of other
appliances. In the past, the Drake
Store sold ice, bought cream

(continued from page 7)

Cab and John Simpson have an
early morning discussion on one of
the benches in the back of the
store.



What to do
when the
power is off

1. Check your fuses and switches
below meter. |f some of your
lights work, then the trouble is
in your own fuses. Remember
to check the main cartridge
fuses in the fuse box.

2. If all the lights are off, then
check with your neighbor to
see if his power is off.

3. If you have not found the
trouble, call the appropriate
number listed below. Be sure
to give your name, location and
map number which may be
found at the bottom of your
power bill. This map number is
used the same as a street
address in locating your place.
Please call in as soon as the

trouble is discovered or
anything wrong with the line is
noticed.

4. For Service Outages — call

Camp Point 593-7701.
Office Hours — Monday

through Friday.
7:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed

Saturday.
Holidays Observed: New
Years’ Day, Good Friday,

Memorial Day, Independence
Day, Labor Day, Veterans Day,
Thanksgiving Day and
Christmas.

In an emergency, if 593-7701 is
out of service, call:

Aubrey Bucher . . . ... 593-7331
Roger Mohrman . . . .. 593-6640
Chris Bennett. . ... .. 593-6636
Douglas Aeilts. ... .. 593-7340
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From the

Manager’s Desk

Season’s
Greetings

December brings us the time of
the year to celebrate the Christmas
season and then look forward to
the beginning of 1985. Your board
of directors, the employees and |
would like to take this opportunity
to wish each of you a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year!

It is a privilege to serve you, our
members, with an essential service
— electricity. Let me assure you
that each of us will rededicate our
efforts to meet the challenges of
1985 and continue to provide you

Roger Mohrman

with adequate electric power in the
best and most efficient manner.

Please note: The office will be
closed December 25 and January
1 for the Christmas and New Year's
holidays.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from all of us!

Robert D. Smith, President
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Edward Niekamp, Secretary
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Arthur Tenhouse, Director
Wayne Laning, Director
Kenneth Miller, Director
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Tree trimming helps prevent electrical outages

A frequent cause of electrical
outages is the careless felling of
trees into power lines. This is usu-
ally done by well-meaning people
cutting firewood. If you are going
to cut a tree near a power ling,
please call the cooperative! We will
provide assistance at no charge.

Trees and power lines don't mix.
If a tree branch falls into a line, you
and your neighbors could be with-
out electricity for several hours,
depending on the extent of
damage. If a tree branch even
touches the line because of wind,
rain or ice, a temporary interruption
of service could occur. Power lines
are protected by a fuse or a circuit
breaker. When a tree branch makes
contact with a line, the circuit
breaker will temporarily break the
circuit, causing your lights to blink.

A circuit breaker will allow two
temporary breaks, but the third
time it breaks the circuit per-
manently. If this happens, you will
be out of service until a lineman
can locate the fault and reset the
circuit breaker.

Adams Electrical Co-Operative
will trim any tree that could fall or
grow into the power lines. Clearing
right-of-way must be done in order
to continue to provide reliable elec-
trical service. Tree trimming and
brush control are an important
maintenance progam at your
cooperative.

Ed Covey, apprentice tree trimmer,
cuts up a tree that could have
caused an electrical outage.

December 1984

Lyle Forsythe, tree trimmer, cleans
up the branches from the tree with
use of a wood chipper.
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Energy Tc

An “Energy Efficiency Tour,” us-
ing an open house format, was held
on Sunday, November 4, 1984. A
good crowd took advantage of a
beautiful afternoon to tour 12
unigue energy-efficient systems.
There was no charge and people
could visit as many sites as they
wanted. The 1984 “Energy Effi-
ciency Tour” was sponsored by
Adams Electrical Co-Operative,
John Wood Community College
and Central lllinois Public Service
Company.

Energy Cost Summarie
(rolden Elementary Sehool
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Cooperative member Gerald Miller, left, explains the principles of his new
solar envelope home located west of Paloma.

76

A wood furnace located outside of the home provides heat by forced air
or hot water for the home of Jim and Katie Thompson, R.R. 1, Quincy.

Ray Swanson’s envelope home in Quincy demonstrates the flexibility of
the envelope design.
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1r well attended

Elementary Supervisor Kenneth
Flesner estimates that the school
district’'s electronic energy

nagement system has saved

J,000 per school and decreased
annual energy consumption by
20.8 percent at Central High, 18.1
percent at Camp Point Grade, 12.4
percent at Clayton Grade and 17.2
percent at Golden Grade School.

December 1984

Solar energy is used to dry grain, heat a hog building and shop on the farm
of cooperative member Randy Sims, R.R. 3, Liberty.

Ron and Sara Huseman, R.R. 1, Fowler, have a supplemental heating
system that uses thermal pane solar collectors built in the roof to transfer
heat into rock storage.

Page 5



Come in and see all of our X-mas
specials plus our new addition of
compact microwaves.

........

Make certain you get
what you want for
Christmas!

Check the item(s)
you desire and

give copies to

all those people
searching for just the
right present for you. Be
sure to tell them to go to
Adams Electric Co-Oper-
ative for these and
otbher great buys. . .
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Tradition continues at the Drake Store

(continued from page 1)

(through 1959), and sold feed.
They even bought eggs to sell into
the 1970s until the state license
cost $30 and egg production
declined.

Today, the walls of the Drake
Store are covered with a mixture of
articles, including shoes, clothes,
groceries and hardware. The store
even has a gas pump out front.
“We try to stock at least one or two
of the main items our customers
may need in groceries, hardware
and household items,” Cab said.

On December 14, 1981, WGEM-

Mert talks to Judy Drake and Mrs.
Jane Eaton, who stopped by the
store while running errands. Note
the shelves are full of convenience
items in the background.

December 1984

TV featured the Drake Store on the
station’s two evening news spots.
The interview was picked up
nationally and the Drakes received
phone calls and letters from friends
who saw them on TV in Missouri,
lowa, Florida, Mississippi and
throughout lllinois. This was a
special moment and they felt very
honored.

Besides helping Mert in the store,
Cab sold seed corn for 28 years
and has been a bus driver in the
Southeastern School District for 30
years. The Drakes have one son,
Mike, who is a cooperative member
and lives east of Augusta. Mike and
his wife, Judy, have two daughters,

Shanna and Danielle. Cab is cur-
rently the bus driver for his grand-
daughters, who really like having
“Grandpa”’ take them to school
everyday. The Drakes are also ac-
tive in the Huntsville Methodist
Church.

“No two days are alike at the
store and there is always some-
thing going on,” Mert explained.
“We've always liked it here — the
people are really friendly and help
each other out when they need it.
This is our home.”

Cab concluded, “We're inter-
ested in our customers’ needs and,
of course, service is always our first
concern!”

The Drake Store is not only con-
sidered a place to buy groceries
and farm supplies but a place to
visit with others and catch up on
the latest news.




Bits and Pieces

Keep baked goods
first-day fresh

If you bake more than anyone
can eat at a single meal, you may
need to worry about keeping your
products fresh or safe.

While cakes keep in containers
with tight covers, cakes with cream
or custard fillings or frostings must
be held in the refrigerator to keep
them safe, says Barbara J. Brown,
Extension food specialist at
Oklahoma State University.

If you prepare cream puffs or
eclairs, cook, fill and refrigerate

them immediately.

To keep baked goods as fresh as
possible, wrap freshly baked bread
and rolls in moisture-vapor-resistant
material after they cool. This helps
keep them moist.

Place sheets of wax paper be-
tween layers of soft cookies.

You can put warm pies in the
refrigerator, if their warmth does
not raise the refrigerator tempera-
ture above 45 degrees F. Fruit pies
keep best if they are fresh baked.
Reheat them in a moderate oven.

If you need to prepare a dessert
a few days before it is to be eaten,

store it in a freezer at zero degrees
F. or lower. Most desserts will hold
their eating quality well in a freezer.

The maximum time recom-
mended for freezer storage for a
few desserts is as follows:

® Plain rolls, pound and yellow
cakes — 6 months.

e Cinnamon rolls and fruit and
nut breads — 3 months.

® Angel and chiffon cakes — 2
months.

e Chocolate
months.

e Unbaked pies — apple, berry,
cherry, peach — about 8 months.

layer cake — 4

By year 2000:

nuclear plants to
provide 20 percent

of world’s electricity ...

By the turn of the century
nuclear plants will provide 20 per-
cent of the world’s electricity, the
International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) projected in its annual

report, released on August 16.. ..
The nuclear generation will be sup-
plied by a worldwide nuclear
capacity of 485,000 to 725,000
MWe, the |AEA said. This repre-
sents a slower rate of growth than
forecast last year. (1,000 MWe is
approximately equivalent to the
capacity of a modern, large nuclear
plant.). ... The IAEA said nuclear
energy accounted for about 12 per-

cent of the world’'s electricity
generation in 1983. By 1985, the
total is expected to rise to about 15
percent, the report said. ... With
the admission of China as a mem-
ber on January 1, 1984, all coun-
tries with significant nuclear pro-
grams and activities are now mem-
bers and participate in its work, the
agency said.

Beware of wind chill

Estimated ACTUAL THERMOMETER READING °F.
Wind Speed
MPH 50 40 30 0 10 o -0 -2 - 30 - 40 - 50 - 60
EQUIVALENT THERMOMETER °F.
Calm 50 40 30 20 10 o —-10 -20 -30 — 40 - 50 — &0
5 48 37 27 14 & -5 —15] -28 - 36 — A7 — 57 — &8 |
10 40 28 14 4 -9 -n -33 —4é — 58 =70 - 83 -95
15 6 22 9 —5_ -18) -36 —45 -58 72 -85 —-99 =112
0 32 18 4 =10 -25 =39 =353 -6?| - 82 —-96 110 —t124
3 30 14 0 15| -29 —44 59| -74 —88 -—-104 -—-118 -13]
o 28 13 - 2 =18 33 —d8 - 63 e ~94 =109 —125 -—140
as 27 11 - 4 -20 35 -—49 &7 82 -98 —113 —120 -—145
40 26 1 — & -2 -37 -—-5) 49| -85 100 -—-114 132 - 148
Wind Speeds greater | LITTLE DANGER INCREASING GREAT DANGER
than 40 MPH have FOR PROPERLY DANGER
little additional CLOTHED
effect PERSON DANGER FROM FREEZING OF EXPOSED FLESH

To use the chart, find the estimated or actual wind speed in the left-hand column and
the actual temperature in degrees F. in the top row. The equivalent temperature is found
where these two intersect. For example, with a wind speed of 10 mph and a temperature
of -10°F., the equivalent temperature is -33°F. This lies within the zone of increasing danger
of frostbite, and protective measures should be taken.

Now that winter is well under
way, we've been hearing weather
reports warning of the wind chill
factor. But what is wind chill and
how does it affect us?

In the summer, when a breeze
blows over a sweat-covered arm,
that arm feels cooler. The same
applies in the winter. The harder
the wind blows, the faster the body
loses heat. People, in turn, feel col-
der as wind speed increases. What
is comfortable in a coat at 30
degrees becomes a bone-chilling 16
degrees with just a 10-mile-per-
hour wind.

Wind chill also affects homes and
buildings. A windbreak of trees or
other buildings will result in a
warmer home or working area, or
even a warmer shelter for animals.

The next time you take a look at
your outdoor temperature, be sure
to see how hard the wind is blow-
ing and dress accordingly.



