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Before a Tornado: 
Be Prepared 
Tornadoes can develop quickly, 
especially during severe thunder-
storms. Preparation is key. 
1. Know the difference 
Tornado Watch – Conditions 
	 are favorable. 
Tornado Warning – A tornado 	
	 has been spotted or indicated by 
	 radar. Take shelter immediately. 

4. Secure outdoor items 

Loose items can become dangerous 
projectiles and damage power lines 
or transformers.

 

During a Tornado: 
Safety First 
 
When a warning is issued: 
•	 Go to your designated safe 
	 space immediately. 
•	 Stay away from windows and 	
	 exterior walls. 
•	 Protect your head and neck with 	
	 blankets, pillows, or a mattress. 
•	 Do not attempt to drive away 
	 from a tornado unless evacuation 	
	 is directed well in advance. 
•	 If you are outside and cannot 	
	 reach shelter, lie flat in a low area 	
	 and cover your head. 

After the Storm: 
Electrical Safety Is Critical 
Tornadoes often damage power lines, 
poles, and equipment. What you do 
next matters. 
 
Treat All Downed Lines as Energized 
Never approach or touch a downed 
power line — even if it appears 
inactive. Electricity can travel through 
water, debris, and even the ground 
around the line. 
 
If you see a downed line: 
•	 Stay at least 30 feet away. 
•	 Keep others away. 
•	 Call your electric cooperative 
	 immediately or dial 911 in 
	 an emergency. 
 
Use Generators Safely 
Portable generators can save the day 
— but only when used properly: 
•	 Never run a generator indoors or 		
	 in a garage. 
•	 Keep it at least 20 feet from 
	 your home. 
•	 Never plug it directly into a 
	 wall outlet (this can backfeed 
	 electricity and endanger 
	 lineworkers). 
•	 Use a transfer switch installed 
	 by a qualified electrician. 

Avoid Standing Water 
Flooded areas may conceal ener-
gized lines or electrical equipment. 

Why Restoration Takes Time 
After a tornado, crews assess 
damage and restore power in stages: 
•	 Transmission lines 
•	 Substations 
•	 Main distribution lines 
•	 Individual neighborhoods 
•	 Single-service lines to homes 
We prioritize repairs that restore 
power to the greatest number of 
members first. Safety inspections 
must be completed before power 
can be safely re-energized. 

When to Call an Electrician 
If your home’s weatherhead, meter 
base, or service mast is damaged, 
you may need a licensed 
electrician to make repairs 
before we can reconnect service. 
If you’re unsure, contact us — 
we’re happy to guide you. 
 
We’re Your Cooperative 
As a member-owned electric 
cooperative, we live and work in 
the communities we serve. During 
severe weather events, our crews 
work long hours — often in 
dangerous conditions — 
to restore power safely 
and efficiently.

As your local electric distribution cooperative, 
keeping the lights on is our job — but keeping 
our members safe is our priority. Tornadoes 
can cause widespread damage to homes, 
businesses, and electrical infrastructure in 
just minutes. Knowing what to do before, 
during, and after a storm can protect 
your family and help restore power 
quickly and safely.

2. Build an emergency kit 

	 Include: 
•	 Flashlights (not candles) 
•	 Extra batteries 
•	 Portable phone charger 
	 or power bank 
•	 First aid kit 
•	 Bottled water 
•	 Battery-powered weather radio 

3. Identify a safe shelter area 

	 The safest place is:
•	 A basement 
•	 A storm shelter 
•	 An interior room on the lowest 
	 floor, away from windows 

Avoid mobile homes if possible — 
seek sturdier shelter in advance.

Final Reminder 
You can help by: 
• 	 Staying clear of work zones 
• 	 Reporting outages through official channels 
• 	 Keeping your contact information updated 
Storms are unpredictable — but preparation saves lives. 
•	 Stay informed. 
•	 Stay prepared. 
•	 Stay safe. 
If you have questions about storm preparedness or generator safety, 
contact your local electric cooperative anytime. We’re here for you — 
before, during, and after the storm.


